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  In Mark chapter 10, there is a story of a guy alongside the road 

named Blind Bartimaeus. And you know, the thing about this 

story that's so captivating is the fact that it represents an individ-

ual who'd been kind of pushed aside, who'd been passed by there 

on the side of the road many, many different times. And perhaps 

you find yourself feeling like maybe some opportunities have 

passed you by, some relationships have moved on without you, 

or perhaps you just feel like, “you know what, I'm kind of dam-

aged goods, not good enough. Here I sit as people go by and 

continue to do great things.”  Today though, out of God's Word 

and His truth, what you're gonna find is you're actually exactly 

where you need to be to do something very special that God's 

gonna do through you and in you. It talks about Jesus stopping 

along the side of the road for someone. Now, that doesn't seem 

to happen much today. We don't typically stop for folks on the 

side of the road or hitchhikers, you definitely don't pick 'em up, 

necessarily. In fact, this story out of Mark 10, you could say is 

almost an interruption. An interruption in what? Well, Jesus was 

leaving Jericho headed to Jerusalem. The reason He was headed 

to Jerusalem at this time was for Passover, the celebration of the 

Passover feast. Well, this would be the last Passover meal, sub-

sequently known in the scriptures as the Last Supper that He 

would have before He was betrayed by one of His own, Judas. 

And then He was arrested, falsely accused, and ultimately cruci-

fied. That's where He was headed. So, you could say He was at 

the pinnacle, this is His mission, where He was going, but God, 

for a moment, redirects one of His steps. And we will see that 

play out in the scriptures, Mark 10, verse 46. “Then they came to 

Jericho. As Jesus and His disciples, together with a large crowd 

were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus, which means son 

of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside begging.”  I do want to 

stop for a second and point something out to you. It's very fasci-

nating. Many times, in the course of history, in books of antiqui-

ty, including the scriptures, people who were referenced, if you 

were a beggar or you were blind or a leper, you were simply 

known as that. You were not named by your name. So, it's very 

interesting that he was actually called by name, Bartimaeus, it 

records his name. Son of Timaeus, which begs an interesting 

question, at least a thought of, well, maybe, perhaps, he was 

gonna be somebody. Maybe it was, you know those parents that 

they're gonna have their baby and they got all these dreams and 

aspirations for what they could do, but then Bartimaeus was 

born, and well, he was blind. And in that culture, all the sudden 

that's damaged goods. He's gonna be, well, never what we fully 

intended or hoped, and so he's a disappointment. Maybe you can 

relate, maybe you feel sometimes like you're a disappointment, 

maybe to one of your parents, maybe to a friend. Maybe to a co-

worker, maybe a boss. And you find yourself struggling to find 

your value, because when you feel like you've let people down, 

you begin to devalue yourself. And we begin to look for value in 

a lot of different places, perhaps in maybe a title. We begin to 

think, well, if I were a VP, then I'd be good, or a senior VP. Or 

maybe it's a combination of letters after your name, like M-D or 

D-D-S, right, or m-o-m. And we begin to think, if I just arrive at 

this place, then I'll have value. Or sometimes in our material 

possessions. If you've got the brand-new phone, then you're 

somebody. If you wear these types of clothes, then you're some-

body. Or its even sometimes people do it in the things that they 

don't do. It's like, well, I don't treat people the way they treat 

people. I do much better things with my time. I don't do this. 

Value, it's an interesting thing. And the only thing that we can 

actually truly find value in is what God says about us in His 

Word. Value is an important part of this story. Verse 47, contin-

uing on, he said, “W hen he, being Bartimaeus, heard,” now, I 

want to pause, if you're taking notes, if you're following along, 

take a pen, circle the word “heard.” Write a note in here, capital-

ize all caps the word “heard.” This is an important piece of our 

story. He “heard” that it was Jesus of Nazareth and he began to 

shout, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" “Heard,” why 

is it important? Because, understand Bartimaeus was blind. He 

couldn't see, you get that, but he could hear. You see, don't we 

sometimes focus so much on our don'ts? I don't have and I don't 

do and I just wish, one day, maybe.”  Well, what do you have? 

Bartimaeus, couldn't see, but he sure enough could hear, and 

when he did, he acted. “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 

me.”  Don't focus so much on what you don't have that you forget 

what you do have. The Apostle Paul writes in Romans 12, "Y ou 

all have gifts," he says, "some of you your gift is prophesying, then 

prophesy in accordance to your faith. If it's serving, then serve. 

If it's teaching, teach. If it's encouraging, well then give encour-

agement. If it is giving, give generously," he says. "If it is to lead, 

do it diligently. If it's to show mercy, do it cheerfully."  
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There have been some times in my life when I have felt unprepared for a 

task that I've had put in front of me.   A few times I've had to scramble to 

learn some new technology or technique.   There have even been times in 

my roles at church in God's service that I haven't been confident in my 

abilities when some urgent situation had come up.   While it would be 

really easy to try to find someone else to take on the job because I'm not 

sure of how well I can do it, I've always felt that God puts the right per-

son in the right place at the right time to do the right thing.   Even though 

you might be afraid or feel like you're woefully unprepared for some sit-

uation you find yourself in,  have faith that God will equip you to handle 

the issue at hand.   

 

In Hebrews 13:20-21, the writer was inspired to say "Now may the God 

of peace,  who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back 

from the dead our Lord Jesus,  that great Shepherd of the sheep,  equip 

you with everything good for doing His will,  and may he work in us 

what is pleasing to Him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever 

and ever.   Amen."  God wants us to be successful when we're doing His 

work.    

 

I think about two examples of people who were called for God's pur-

pose.   David was only a boy when he took on Goliath armed only with a 

sling and five rocks.   The task put before him seemed to be too great of 

a challenge.  (Even Goliath laughed.)   Because God was with him,  Da-

vid was able to do the job.   (You can read the whole story in I Samuel 

chapter 17.) 

 

The other person who comes to mind is Moses.   Leading Israel out of 

bondage was no small task.   The generations of people who had lived in 

slavery seemed eager too to be free, that is until they were free.   Moses 

pleaded with God to find a more suitable leader.  He struggled with 

keeping his anger in check and had issues with speaking in public.   God 

used him in spite of these things and kept His promise to His peo-

ple.  (The book of Exodus contains the whole story and is better than the 

movie! ) 

 

The moral of the lesson is that God doesn't always call on people who 

are confident and ready to do the job,  but He always makes sure that the 

people He does call can be successful when doing His will.  Be ready for 

the opportunity to serve Him! 

                                                                David March 15  Cara Cullum 
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Student Birthdays 
Pray for these students 

Kaiya Smith & Addie Kubits helping 

serve at the Herrin House of Hope.  

Good job girls! You make us proud. 



Inside This Month’s Lifeline 

 
Blind Bartimaeus ..................................... 1 

Keith Steele Potluck  ............................... 2 

Youth Activities ...................................... 3 

Student Birthdays .................................... 3 

Elder’s Corner ......................................... 3 

A Place Of Belonging ............................. 4 

March Calendar ................................ Insert 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3101 S. Park Ave  Herrin, IL  

A PLACE OF BELONGING 

the ashes and becomes for us a 

place of belonging. When we 

receive Him, He makes His home 

in our hearts (Ephesians 3:17). 

God adopts us into His family 

through Jesus so that we belong 

to Him (1:5–6). Although we’ll 

go through painful times, He can 

use even those to bring good pur-

poses in our lives. 

Daily we have opportunity to 

grow in our understanding of 

God as we enjoy His love and 

Some years after the tragic loss of 

their first spouses, Robbie and Sa-

brina fell in love, married, and 

combined their two families. They 

built a new home and named 

it Havilah (a Hebrew word mean-

ing “writhing in 

pain” and “to 

bring forth”). It 

signifies the mak-

ing of something 

beautiful through 

pain. The couple 

says they didn’t 

build the home to forget their past 

but “to bring life from the ashes, to 

celebrate hope.” For them, “it is a 

place of belonging, a place to cele-

brate life and where we all cling to 

the promise of a future.” 

That’s a beautiful picture of our life 

in Jesus. He pulls our lives from 

Helping people become fully devoted, involved    
followers of Christ, grounded in faith, known by 
love and a voice of hope. 

celebrate what He’s given us. In Him, 

there’s a fullness to life that we 

couldn’t have without Him (3:19). 

And we have the promise that this 

relationship will last forever. Jesus is 

our place of belonging, our reason to 

celebrate life, and 

our hope now and 

forever. 

 

 

So that Christ may dwell in your 

hearts through faith. 

Ephesians 3:17 
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