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Matthew 28:1 says, “After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first 

day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary. Poor 

the other Mary. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 

look at the tomb. There was a violent earthquake, for an angel 

of the Lord came down from heaven and going to the tomb, 

rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like 

lightning and his clothes were white as snow. The guards 

were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead 

men. The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I 

know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified, and 

he is not here. He has risen, just as he said. Come and see the 

place where he lay."  You'll never guess the three words I'm 

gonna pull out of this text to 

write about. Go back to verse 

two, it says “there was a violent 

earthquake for the angel of the 

Lord came down from heaven, 

and going to the tomb, rolled 

back the stone” and watch these 

next three words, “sat on it.” If I 

were writing this story and I'm talking about the angel, I 

think the angel's gonna come down like in some majestic way, 

he's gonna stand with authority, then he's gonna dab or some-

thing. I would have him doing something majestic, something 

powerful, but this angel just sits down, he sat on it.  What I 

want you to think about today is that maybe this angel is 

preaching. One of the greatest sermons we can ever hear 

without saying a single word.  He did not say one single 

word, but through the posture of sitting he tells us something. 

Watch Where You Sit.  

So, let me ask you this question to start. How do you pick 

your seat when you are about to sit down? Because there are 

some people that don't really think about it, they just kind of 

come in and plop down wherever. But there are some of us 

that are really strategic. We need a space between our seats 

for one. You go into a movie theater, what are you gonna do? 

You don't ever, listen, please don't ever sit right next to some-

body, that's weird, unless it’s your date, of course. And if you 

walk into a movie theater and somebody has their feet up on 

the chairs in front of them, that means you don't sit right 

there. Go to another chair, unless you need a nice back mas-

sage. But maybe you have kids and you have to be strategic. 

You have to be toward the back, near an exit, because this kid 

may scream at any minute. I'm not gonna sit on the front row 

at church because I don't want to get spit on by the preacher. 

We are strategic sometimes and we think through this process 

of where we want to sit.  Why?  Because where you sit mat-

ters.  And I hope you're beginning to see that I'm not really 

talking about your tushies any-

more. I'm talking about where 

your soul sits. This is what I 

think part of the message that 

this angel is presenting to us 

without a single word is. He's 

presenting this idea to us that it 

matters where we sit. It matters! 

You know what your soul is right? Your soul is your mind 

and your will.  And really, there's only a couple of things that 

matter when it comes to sitting down. One is the reason for 

sitting and the other is the place in which you sat.  

I started doing this little study in Scripture, I started going 

through the Bible and studying all of the places where the 

Bible says that someone sat down. And there's a lot of them. 

Jesus sat down.  God is seated on His throne. You see all of 
these aspects and these perspectives and what I began to no-

tice is that not every time that it says that someone sat down 

is significant but in my perspective and every time I looked in 

Scripture, every time it told me the place that they sat, it 
meant something. It was symbolic. So why do you sit where 

you sit? 

                                                 Roddy 
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Since we were children, we have had to achieve certain set standards in 

hopes that we would qualify for the next phase of our lives. For example: 

In grade school we had to progress academically in order to be promoted 

to the next grade. In high school and college we had to obtain enough 

credits to prove our success in learning so we could be advanced in fur-

ther education or simply receive the diploma. 

 

In sports or academia, we had to win enough so we could qualify to the 

next level of more worthy competition and hopefully win that coveted 

trophy or recognition.   

 

In the corporate world we discovered that getting paid more money is 

directly related to whether we were found worthy enough to be prompted 

to that next higher paying position. 

 

It's no secret that in our drive to become successful in any area of our 

lives, we also had to be a little competitive to qualify, according to the 

standards that were set before us. In other words...we had to earn it. Any 

success we can brag about is because of hard work, long hours, and de-

termination. 

 

Sometimes this "earn the right" attitude spills over into the church. Some 

will try to dictate tradition or rules other than what we find in the scrip-

tures for the sole purpose of "making" us more pleasing to God. This 

type of misrepresentation of God's word has caused a lot of problems in 

the church and it should not be allowed. Jesus and the Apostle Paul do a 

fairly good job of telling us how we can improve on our relationships 

with our neighbors and with God. 

 

There is a passage in Colossians 1:10-14 that should be read by those 

who believe we have to earn something. 

 

...so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every 

way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of 

God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious 

might so that you may have great endurance and patience, 12 and giving 

joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you[f] to share in the in-

heritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has res-

cued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the king-

dom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 

of sins. (NIV) 

 

In all the examples above we had to "become" qualified only after we 

have proved our worthiness.  Once that was done, someone with authori-

ty rewarded us with the object of our goals. But in the church, the scrip-

tures tell us that all who believe are already qualified, without working 

for it, by God's own authority through Jesus Christ his Son. 
 

                                                                               Mike 
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Student Birthdays 
Pray for these students 

Ethan Karraker is cur rently active in 

the Air Force ROTC program at Mari-

on High School.  Congratulate him on 

his decision. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29478f
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A TIME FOR BEAUTY 

ent ever happening. We don’t 

expect recovery, growth, or 

victory through God’s power. 

Yet the Bible says God is the 

one who helps us through dif-

ficult times. He repairs broken 

hearts and liberates people in 

bondage. He comforts the 

grieving with “a crown of 

beauty instead of ashes, the oil 

of joy instead of mourning, 

and a garment of praise in-

stead of a spirit of des-

pair” (Isaiah 61:3). 

One January morning I woke 

expecting to see the same dreary 

midwinter landscape that had 

greeted me for several weeks: 

beige grass poking through 

patches of snow, gray skies, and 

skeletal trees. Something 

unusual had happened over-

night, though. A frost had 

coated everything with ice 

crystals. The lifeless and de-

pressing landscape had be-

come a beautiful scene that glis-

tened in the sun and dazzled me. 

Sometimes we view problems 

without the imagination it takes 

to have faith. We expect pain, 

fear, and despair to greet us eve-

ry morning, but overlook the 

possibility of something differ-

Helping people become fully devoted, involved    
followers of Christ, grounded in faith, known by 
love and a voice of hope. 

It isn’t that God just wants to 

cheer us up when we have prob-

lems. It’s that He Himself is our 

hope during trials. Even if we 

have to wait for heaven to find 

ultimate relief, God is present with 

us, encouraging us and often 

giving us glimpses of Him-

self. In our journey through 

life, may we come to under-

stand St. Augustine’s words: 

“In my deepest wound I saw 

your glory, and it dazzled me.” 

A crown of beauty instead of ashes, the 
oil of joy instead of mourning. 

Isaiah 61:3  
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