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Happy New Year everybody!  2020 is going be a 
phenomenal year for us.  How many of you 
would say that you enjoy making New Year's reso-
lutions?  How many of you would say that your 
New Year's resolution is to not make a New Year's 
resolution? We are more proud of that for some 
reason. So, when you come into the New Year, ba-
sically you have two groups of people, generally 
speaking, you have the dreamers and you have the 
realists alright? And you know which one you are, 
don't you?  Now the interesting thing is, they tend 
to marry each other. 
 
They do and it creates an interesting dynamic, 
right? As we come into the New Year, 
here's how the dreamers talk about the 
New Year, they say, "This is my year, this 
is going be a phenomenal year, we're go-
ing to go here, and do that and it's going to 
be awesome! We're going to accomplish so much. 
It's going to be great!" To which the realist says, 
"You said that last year!"  Dreamers say, "Wow.  
This is going to be amazing." Realists say, "Well 
okay. How are we going to do that?" So, dreamers 
and realists just look at the New Year differently. 
There's nothing right or wrong about it, it's just 
how we are wired either as a dreamer or a realist. 
 
But here is what I want you to think about as we 
begin the New Year together. Whether you are 
dreamers or realists, I want to take how you see 
life, and I want to bring us all together, and allow 
us to view the New Year through a particular lens. 
And I believe as we look at this New Year, through 
this particular lens, whether you're a dreamer or 
whether you're a realist, I think it's a phenomenal 

way to look at the New Year.  
 
It's through the lens of what I'm calling, 
“possibility,” it's through the lens of seeing the 
New Year with immense and massive possibility. 
Okay, now let me talk to the dreamers and talk to 
the realists.  Realists, let me tell you why this is im-
portant for you, okay? We, as the dreamers, we ap-
preciate your pushback, we appreciate your ques-
tions. But be really, really careful that you don't 
transition from a realist to a pessimist. You don't 
want to do that, because pessimists don't get invited 
to parties, okay? So, it's okay to be real, it's okay to 
ask questions, but be really, really careful that you 

don't transition from a realist to a pessimist.  
Dreamers, it's okay to dream, but it's not 
okay to leave it as an illusion. You've got to 
help the realist in your life figure out, "Hey, 
I do have a couple of steps or three steps 

that I actually can make, I believe I can make this 
work. So, dreamers you need to have a plan.   
 
Realists, be really, really careful that you're not a 
pessimist and the way that you do that 
is to believe in the power of possibility, and here's 
why possibility is so important. Possibility fuels 
the potential for a better future, possibility fuels the 
potential for a better year.   
 
But the opposite of this is true as well. If you don't 
believe it is possible, you are correct. So, whatever 
you might think about the year ahead, if you think 
it's possible that's great, if you don't think it's possi-
ble, you are correct. You choose. 
  

Roddy Tate 
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Every 2nd Wednesday of the month 

during our Potluck dinner, we recog-

nize those members having a birth-

day that month.  We’d love to have 

you join us not only when it’s your 

birthday but every Wednesday for 

dinner followed by Bible Study. 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

2019 YEAR IN REVIEW 



 ELDER’S CORNER 
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Change, is it always good or always bad?  It is important for us to realize, if it be true that hu-

mans are generally resistant to a change of mind even in the face of hard facts, that false beliefs 

can do us in.  Whether they concern ourselves, our world, our friends or even our enemies.  And 

if we are impervious to the truth, we are in real trouble. 

Albert Schweitzer while preparing a lecture in philosophy paused to take in hand a missionary 

journal from Paris and read a report on “The Need of the Congo Mission.”  That night he wrote 

in his diary “my search is over”.  He resolved to spend his life among the deprived of Africa.  

Cruel facts about needs in Africa changed his life. 

Jerry Jones puts the disability to change this way: “The longer you have lived believing a certain 

way and the more you have mentally and physically invested in that belief system, the harder 

you will fight to validate that investment even when outside information contradicts it.” 

It’s true that there are many people who live their lives on the precept each day must be different 

than the other.  Adventures and change are part of their DNA.  And if it isn’t there naturally, 

then they will look until it’s found, often causing disruption in their lives as well as the lives of 

those closest to them.  Then there are the majority of folks that are satisfied with the way things 

are and will fight against change however small and whatever the reason.  I don’t want to be a 

person that desires change only for change sake.  I enjoy the stability of order and control with-

out a lot of confusion.  This is my feeling in personal life as well as spiritual life or as some may 

interpret as church settings.  Having said that, I also understand the need for proper change at 

times.  We have been blessed with many eating establishments in So. Illinois due to our growth.  

Some may question whether it’s a blessing but what I do know is we don’t visit the same eatery 

always.  We enjoy change even Cracker Barrel gets old eventually.   

We all must be diligent and investigate with our minds and our hearts when any major change is 

introduced in our lives.  This should be done whether it’s personal, political, or religious.  Here 

is an example of a major political change.  A democracy cannot exist as a permanent form of 

government.  It can only exist until the people discover they can vote themselves largess out of 

the public treasury.  From that moment, the majority always vote for the candidate promising the 

most benefits from the public treasury, with the result that democracy always collapses over a 

loose fiscal policy to be followed by a dictatorship. 

The average age of the world’s greatest civilization has been 200 years.  Those nations have 

progressed through this sequence from bondage to spiritual faith, spiritual faith to great courage, 

courage to liberty, liberty to abundance, abundance to selfishness, selfishness to apathy, apathy 

to dependence, dependence back into bondage.  Alexander Frasers Tyler 1747 to 1813 

I began this article with the observation that change is not always bad nor is it always good.  It 

must always be processed with great diligence and foresight.  Before I close, I want to bring 

your attention to some changes God brought about and some folks argued against.   

1. Many argued with Moses about the trip in the wilderness. 

2. Many argued against crossing the Jordan to occupy the promise land. 

3. The Jews argued with Jesus about the change Jesus came to make.  They preferred the status 

quo which is not unusual. We often are set in our ways and our thinking. 

4.  Jesus spoke about repentance and the absent of it in our lives. Yet we resist and fight the nec-

essary changes that God wants to bring about for not only salvation purposes but also the better 

lives to be lived  while we journey in this world. 

5. We argue and fight over necessary changes that must take place in our churches to accommo-

date the times we live in.  I remember a mother writing about an older brother being adamant 

about not having an indoor baptistery because Jesus wasn’t baptized in a man-made baptistery.  

Most of us are past that kind of thinking, or are we?  Let’s investigate from God’s word and with 

prayer make good decisions about change that will have a powerful influence on the lives of 

others and for Gods kingdom. 

Amen                                                                                          Cecil 

Jan. 04  Jessalynn Ballard 

Jan. 22  Jacob Orr 

Jan. 24  Abbie Cullum   

January 

Student Birthdays 
Pray for these students 
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Walk in the Present with God 
generations” (vv. 11–12). The 

writer, weary from suffering, 

proclaims that God sits 

“enthroned forever” (v. 12). 

He affirms that God’s power 

and consistent compassion 

reach beyond his personal 

space (vv. 13–18). Even in his 

despair (vv. 19–24), the 

psalmist turns his focus on the 

power of God as Creator (v. 

25). Though His creations will 

perish, He will remain the 

same for eternity (vv. 26–27). 

When time seems to be stand-

In Mere Christianity, C. S. Lew-

is wrote: “Almost certainly God 

is not in time. His life does not 

consist of moments one follow-

ing another . . . . Ten-thirty—

and every other mo-

ment from the begin-

ning of the world—is 

always present for 

Him.” Still, waiting 

seasons often feel endless. But 

as we learn to trust God, the 

eternal Maker of time, we can 

accept the reality that our fragile 

existence is secure in His hands. 

The psalmist, lamenting 

in Psalm 102, admits his days 

are as fleeting as “the evening 

shadow” and withering grass, 

while God “endures through all 

Helping people become fully devoted, involved    
followers of Christ, grounded in faith, known by 
love and a voice of hope. 

ing still or dragging on, it’s tempt-

ing to accuse God of being late or 

non-responsive. We can grow im-

patient and frustrated with remain-

ing still. We can forget He’s cho-

sen every single cobble-

stone on the path He’s 

planned for us. But He 

never leaves us to fend 

for ourselves. As we live 

by faith in the presence of God, 

we can walk in the present 

with God. 

The children of your servants will live in 

your presence; their descendants will be 

established before you. 

Psalm 102:28  
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