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LESS IS BETTER 
 You can go all the way back to the begin-
ning of the Bible, to the story of God creating 
Adam, He said “And it was good,” but it wasn’t 
perfect because Adam lost his keys and has a 
hard time and so he creates woman to be a help 
mate so they can serve together and they're 
both naked and God says be fruitful, and multi-
ply, enjoy everything in this garden.  What could 
get better than that, you know? Oh, just one 
more thing, God said, “you can't eat from this 
one tree.”  And the serpent 
comes along and says some-
thing like, “Did God really 
say you can't eat the fruit of 
that tree?” All the way back 
to the very first creation sto-
ry you see it.  You have all 
these other blessings from 
God but what you don't 
have is what we think we 
need to be happy and ful-
filled, I grew up believing 
this, how about you?  That 
something else out there 
and I need it, more is always 
better. If one dollar is good, two dollars is better. 
If one vacation is good two vacations is better. If 
one kid is good, six is more than enough in our 
family, and I eventually learned that more is not 
always better.  I learned it years ago when I went 
to a movie and I bought not one role of Sprees, 
but two roles of Sprees because I wrongly be-
lieved that if one role of Spree is good two is al-
ways better. Well I ate my way through the first 
role of Sprees. I was probably a good 65 or 70% 
through the second role of Sprees when my 
body rejected, violently, the Spree party that I 
was enjoying, and I vomited the most colorful 
stream of internal juices that you can imagine, it 
was a technicolor production. I put down on the 

floor of that theatre the most colorful array of 
disgust in the history of mankind. And I learned 
the principle that I want you to get today.  
 
In other words, it's better to have less of what 
doesn't matter and more of what really does mat-
ter, why? Because your life is too valuable. Your 
calling too great to waste your life on stuff that 
does not last. Jesus warned us about this. In fact, 
there's a powerful story about two sons that 

were kind of excited about their 
inheritance. And Jesus warns 
them in Luke 12 verse 15, He 
says, “watch out, be on your 
guard.”  
 
The intensity of this warning 
kind of gives me pause. It's like 
something's going to get you, 
something must be really dan-
gerous, there must be some-
thing lurking around the corner 
that could cost me a lot. And 
the reality is, although I might 
think of physical danger when 

someone says “watch out, be on your guard,” 
Jesus is showing us that something is equally as 
dangerous to our soul and he says “watch out, 
be on your guard against all kinds of greed. Be-
cause life does not consist in an abundance of 
possessions.”  
 
Everything in culture tells you the opposite, but I 
hope you'll understand you are not what you 
have. You are not what you own. 
  

       

   Merry Christmas, 

                        Roddy  
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RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

COLE BABY SHOWER 

The Red Cross changed our day to give this 

time to a TUESDAY, DEC. 03 which is 

not our normal and will not be as convenient for 

our members to donate or to help with the drive.  

The need for blood does not pick a convenient 

time to happen!  PLEASE make an effort to 

come out and help us meet our goal this time.  



 ELDER’S CORNER 
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“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time 

we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we 

have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to 

those who belong to the family of believers.” 

  (Galatians 6:9-10) 

 

Andy Williams used to sign about it being “The Most Wonder-

ful Time of the Year”.  It’s really an amazing time where peo-

ple seem to be in better moods (except when going for that last-

minute present at the store), feel a spirit of generosity when 

they see the Salvation Army bell ringer when they come out of 

the store, and are more willing to extend a kind word (“Merry 

Christmas!”) to a stranger on the street. 

 

What would the world be like if we could bottle up this kind of 

kindness and sense of good all year long?   If we could keep 

the goodness of the season through next December, wouldn’t 

the world be a much better place? 

 

As Christians we are called to exhibit this kind of goodness 

wherever we go.   Paul writes that we shouldn’t become tired 

of it and definitely shouldn’t get bored with it, but let’s face it, 

having to do this only one month out of the year isn’t too much 

effort for most people.  The problem is – it’s not a suggestion.  

We are commanded “…let us do good to all people..”  and this 

commandment doesn’t have a time limit or season attached to 

it. 

 

Let’s set an example for everyone we meet.  After December 

25th let’s show the world what it would be like if the spirit of 

Christmas (or how about the spirit of Christ) was evident in us 

all of the time.  The world may seem like a fractured and hos-

tile place where everyone wants to yell about something.  Let’s 

change our little corner of it and show just how much Christ 

has changed us. 

 

                                                        David  

Dec. 02  Evelyn Russell 

Dec. 19  Briant Bechtel 

Dec. 19  Rachel Knight   

Dec. 23  Baylie Bechtel 

DECEMBER 

Student Birthdays 
Pray for these students 
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HE’S GOT THIS 
them. Our divine Father raises 

us to daily depend on Him 

more. 

Peter begins his letter by 

promising “grace and peace . . 

. through the knowledge of 

God and of Jesus our Lord,” 

and he ends by urging us to 

“grow in” that same “grace 

and knowledge of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 

Peter 1:2; 3:18). Mature Chris-

tians never outgrow their need 

for Jesus. 

Pastor Watson Jones remembers 

learning to ride a bike. His fa-

ther was walking alongside 

when little Watson saw some 

girls sitting on a porch. “Daddy, 

I got this!” he said. He didn’t. 

He realized too late he had-

n’t learned to balance with-

out his father’s steadying 

grip. He wasn’t as grown 

up as he thought. 

Our heavenly Father longs for 

us to grow up and “become ma-

ture, attaining to the whole 

measure of the fullness of 

Christ” (Ephesians 4:13). But 

spiritual maturity is different 

from natural maturity. Parents 

raise their children to become 

independent, to no longer need 

Helping people become fully devoted, involved    
followers of Christ, grounded in faith, known by 
love and a voice of hope. 

Watson warns, “Some of us are 

busy slapping Jesus’s hands off 

the handlebars of our life.” As if 

we didn’t need His strong hands to 

hold us, to pick us up, and to hug 

us when we wobble and flop. We 

can’t grow beyond our de-

pendence on Christ. We only 

grow by sinking our roots 

deeper in the grace and 

knowledge of Him. 

 

But grow in the grace and knowledge of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

2 Peter 3:18 
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