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UNITY and LOVE 

What I want most from this congregation is (1) a 

church that is unified and (2) that everyone loves 

each other. 

UNITY: Ephesians 4:11-16 

"And He gave some as apostles, and some as proph-

ets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors 

and teachers for the equipping of the saints for the 

work of the ministry, to the building up of the body 

of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, 

and of the knowledge of the Son of God...." 

The passage ends, "...Christ, from whom the whole 

body, being fitted and held to-

gether by what every joint sup-

plies, according to the proper 

working of each individual part, 

causes the growth of the body for 

the building up of itself in love." 

The Holy Spirit speaking through 

Paul covers the subject as well as 

we can find it anywhere. 

It's the unity of a great football team. Only one per-

son plays quarterback. The rest hold down positions 

with names like end, guard, tackle, running back, 

and linebacker. We have punters and kickers and 

offensive coaches and quarterback coaches, and go-

fers and cheerleaders. When everyone does their job 

well, you have unity, even though very few are do-

ing the same thing in the same way. 

That's how God has set up His church. It's just fine 

to have disagreements and we even welcome them, 

because no one person on a team or in the church 

has a monopoly on all wisdom.  

What this means, of course, is that a key ingredient 

in unity is maturity, one aspect of which is the abil-

ity to appreciate all views on a subject and to find 

the appropriate action for a situation.  

Christian unity finds its strength in each member of 

the body being true to their assignment. 

LOVE: Ephesians 4:25-32 

"Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth each 

one of you with his neighbor, for 

we are members of one another. 

Be angry, and yet do not sin; do 

not let the sun go down on your 

anger, and do not give the devil 

an opportunity. He who steals 

must steal no longer.... Let no un-

wholesome word proceed from 

your mouth.... Do not grieve the 

Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the 

day of redemption... Let all bitterness and wrath and 

anger and clamor and slander be put away from 

you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, 

tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in 

Christ also has forgiven you." 

Interestingly, the word "love" is not found in that 

passage. 

    Roddy 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=eph+4:11-16
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=eph+4:25-32
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Every 2nd Wednesday of the month 

during our Potluck dinner, we recog-

nize those members having a birth-

day that month.  We’d love to have 

you join us not only when it’s your 

birthday but every Wednesday for 

dinner followed by Bible Study. 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

OCTOBER POTLUCK  

NEW DEACONS 



 ELDER’S CORNER 
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Last month we turned a new page in our history when we welcomed 

Roddy Tate and his wife Corina and her son Kyle to our church family. 

The welcome potluck after his first sermon was a great success and 

much appreciation goes to all who participated in the preparation and 

clean-up of that. It truly was a blessing to us to know that our patience 

and prayers were not in vain when in His perfect wisdom and timing, 

He would send us a family to join our family in serving Jesus. 

 

In Roddy's position as minister, he has hit the ground running with 

great sermons and morning classes and is teaching us how to build 

meaningful relationships through Life Groups within our church family. 

While this may seem similar to the "small groups" concept, there is a 

significant difference that Roddy will explain in more detail later in his 

lessons. 

 

There is one very important question that we should ask ourselves 

though...ARE WE IN!  

 

For over three years I have heard it said many times that we need a pul-

pit minister. The reasons were many but mostly it was said that having 

a full time minister could inspire all of us to do the work we should be 

doing. Sooo now we have a minster with experience in this area and he 

is asking ARE WE IN! 

 

Well... are we? 

 

As we look forward to better things, another important happening last 

month was the installation of two Deacons. Jesse Edwards and Shane 

Carlton are two men of great character that have chosen to become 

leaders within our church family. These men have a great servant heart 

and with the help of their wives, Megan and Jenna respectively, we 

look forward to seeing great spiritual growth in them as well as their 

ministry. 

 

Well. The page has been turned. As time goes by, a new history will be 

written on those pages. We can collectively work to minister to each 

other and to our community as Jesus would command us to do or we 

can get comfortable again and wait for another form of inspiration.  

 

Once again... ARE WE IN!  

 

     Mike 

 

Nov. 03  Kyle Ballestro 

Nov. 16  Allie Anderson 

Nov. 27  Mia Simmons 

 

NOVEMBER 

Student Birthdays 
Pray for these students 
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THIS IS ME 
full of deadly poison” (James 

3:8). By using this surprisingly 

strong comparison, James em-

phasized the urgent need for be-

lievers to recognize the immense 

power of their words. Even more, 

he highlighted the inconsisten-

cy of praising God with one 

breath and then injuring people 

who are made in God’s image 

with the next (vv. 9–10). 

The song “This Is Me” similarly 

challenges the truth of verbal 

attacks by insisting that we’re all 

glorious—a truth the Bible af-

firms. The Bible establishes the 

The powerful song “This Is Me” is 

an unforgettable show tune fea-

tured in The Greatest Showman, 

the smash movie musical loosely 

based on the life of P. T. Barnum 

and his traveling circus. The lyrics, 

sung by characters in the film 

who’d suffered verbal 

taunts and abuse for fail-

ing to conform to socie-

tal norms, describe 

words as destructive bul-

lets and knives that leave scars. 

The song’s popularity points to 

how many people bear the invisi-

ble, but real, wounds caused by 

weaponized words. 

James understood the potential 

danger of our words to cause de-

structive and long-lasting harm, 

calling the tongue “a restless evil, 

Helping people become fully devoted, involved    
followers of Christ, grounded in faith, known by 
love and a voice of hope. 

unique dignity and beauty of each 

human being, not because of outward 

appearance or anything we have 

done, but because we are each beauti-

fully designed by God—His unique 

masterpieces (Psalm 139:14). And 

our words to each other and about 

each other have the power to 

reinforce that reassuring real-

ity. 

 

Out of the same mouth come praise 

and cursing. My brothers and sis-

ters, this should not be. 

James 3:10  
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