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Remembering Those Who Serve 

 Veterans Day is fast upon us! If you have ev-
er served, or are now serving, in our Country’s 
armed forces—THANK YOU!! In fact, if you are now, 
or ever have been, a first responder of any sort then 
we all owe you a huge debt of gratitude. Your ser-
vice has offered us political freedom, security, and 
so much more. It is right and good for us to remem-
ber and recognize such people! 

 I would like to build on that foundation. This 
past Sunday night we looked at what turned out to 
be Stephen’s last sermon. He was a man of high 
character and involvement in the ministry of the 
early church in Jerusalem. In 
spite of this, the Jews trumped 
up false charges against him 
and had him arrested in Acts 6. 
He was expected to offer a 
courtroom defense, but he ac-
tually decided that this was a 
good gathering to preach to. So 
he did. They killed him for it. 
He was not the last. Many oth-
ers faced bigotry, deprivations, and persecutions 
because of their service to the King of Kings. They all 
served as good soldiers of Jesus Christ, enduring its 
incumbent sufferings (2 Tim 2:3).  

 We are right to honor such people as well. 
Those who serve our country DESERVE our respect, 
remembrance and honor.  Those who serve likewise 
in the eternal Kingdom deserve it from us far 
MORE! The writer of Hebrews encourages us to-
ward this end in 13:3, 7. Paul asks for such on many 
occasions (cf. 1 Ths. 5:12-13; 1 Tim 5:17). I sense 
that this is often something we strongly agree with 

and are quick to do! Still, just as it is right to remind 
us of such things toward our Nation’s Veterans and 
First Responders, it is even better to constantly pro-
mote this attitude of respect and gratitude toward 
those who press themselves into the Army of the 
Lord.  

 I was reminded of this when Marty Koonce 
was recently preaching to us all on Sunday morning, 
September 12, 2019. He mentioned that he had 
been offered a role as an American Ambassador. He 
realized that after serving as an ambassador of Je-
sus Christ he could not step back down into the low-

er role serving as one for the 
US. I greatly admire this publi-
cally stated position from him! 
It is a high calling to serve 
one’s country. It is a far great-
er calling to serve God.  

 Those who have served 
well here at our congregation 
deserve recognition, as well as 
those who are currently serv-

ing and especially those who will serve. Roddy and 
his family will soon be here. Let us make certain 
they always have the support of each individual 
member. Our elders and deacon are already serving 
us and we should recall that sacrifice of time and 
effort they make on our behalf. Beyond that, we 
have several members who each week make an 
above average effort to contribute time and energy 
to God’s Kingdom. These people should be our he-
roes! Let us afford them the respect and honor they 
so richly deserve. Their number will increase if we 
do this: Remember Those Who Serve! 
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Every 2nd Wednesday of the month 

during our Potluck dinner, we recog-

nize those members having a birth-

day that month.  We’d love to have 

you join us not only when it’s your 

birthday but every Wednesday for 

dinner followed by Bible Study. 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 HHOH FAMILY FUN DAY 



 ELDER’S CORNER 
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Romans 1:28 is a scripture that we should always remember and keep close to 

our hearts.  It keeps us always informed as to how we are as humans and al-

lows us to know how vulnerable we are to the powers of Satan. 

In a resource paper titled “The Perils of Disapproving God”, John Piper says 

that Paul’s teaching about why a society degenerates into unrestrained, de-

bauched, destructive evil is unlike any analysis you read today.  He wrote, 

“When a society is sinking into moral decay, one of the traits of that decay is 

the inability to see what is happening.  The social mind becomes so defective 

in the moral decadence that it doesn’t have the categories or the framework to 

recognize evil for what it really is”.  This is what we are seeing all around us 

today.  When people do not know the basic difference between a man and a 

woman or a boy and a girl, you know we are in big trouble. 

Paul tells us the root of the problem is fallen man does not see fit to 

acknowledge God.  Piper says this is the fundamental problem in the world.  It 

is the essence of the human condition, people don’t want God.  They want and 

desire self-determination.  It has come to the point of near insanity when the 

courts and other so called experts say a child has a right to determine what sex 

he or she wants to be or as a man or a woman decides to marry the opposite 

sex.  This is complete madness.  It has been said by many if there is no God, 

everything is permissible and that type of thinking explains the atrocities that 

took place in Russia after the Bolshevik Revolution.   

It also helps us to see what is going on today in our society.  It doesn’t matter 

whether it was Ancient Rome, Stalinist Russia, or America the result is the 

same.  Refusing to acknowledge God leads to depraved thinking, abominable 

behavior, and horrifying consequences. 

Do you know that since Roe V. Wade, three times as many people (babies) 

have been put to death in the U.S. alone than the 20 million citizens killed by 

Stalin in Russia.  Stranger yet, hypocritically we tried to take the high ground 

when China was allowing only one child be born per family and killing the 

rest, especially girls.  What depraved minds we have become. 

When I spend time considering the direction of the U.S. and the churches that 

have gone in direction of the world, I turn to Genesis chapter 6, verse 5, “and 

become much concerned that God is allowing us to travel the same path as 

those that their heart and minds were evil all the time 

Noah found grace in the eyes of God and through him God raised up a new 

world and a new people that began to follow God in new ways.  Jesus is our 

grace today and forever.  If we don’t believe and accept that fact and if we live 

lives the world lives and believes as it does, then we forfeit that grace.  There-

fore, we will then receive the same results that those folks did in the days of 

Noah. 

My prayer is that we reverse our directions and repent and receive forgiveness 

before we travel the wide path so far that it becomes impossible to return.  

 

                                                                                   Cecil 

 

Oct. 01  Olivia Doering 

Oct. 04  Blaine Dowell 

Oct. 18  Abbygail Ballard 

Oct. 26  Kaden Anderson 

OCTOBER 

Student Birthdays 
Pray for these students 
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A Ready Remedy   
saw Jesus. He’s the ready remedy 

wherever the poison of sin is 

found. Like the red bark of that 

tree, the blood of Jesus brings 

healing. 

The prophet Isaiah understood 

that humanity needed healing. 

The rash of sin had infected us. 

Isaiah promised that our healing 

would come through “a man of 

suffering” who would take our 

sickness upon Himself (Isaiah 

Following the park guide, I scrib-

bled notes as he taught about the 

plants of the Bahamian primeval 

forest. He told us which trees to 

avoid. The poisonwood tree, he 

said, secretes a black sap that 

causes a painful, itchy rash. But 

not to worry! The antidote 

could usually be found growing 

right next it. “Cut into the red 

bark of the gum elemi tree,” he 

said, “and rub the sap on the rash. 

It will immediately begin to heal.” 

I nearly dropped my pencil in 

astonishment. I hadn’t expected to 

find a picture of salvation in the 

forest. But in the gum elemi tree, I 

Helping people become fully devoted, involved    
followers of Christ, grounded in faith, known by 
love and a voice of hope. 

53:3). That man was Jesus. We were 

sick, but Christ was willing to be 

wounded in our place. When we be-

lieve in Him, we are healed from the 

sickness of sin (v. 5). It may take a 

lifetime to learn to live as those 

who’re healed—to recognize our 

sins and to reject them in favor of 

our new identity—but because of 

Jesus, we can. 

The punishment that brought us 

peace was on him, and by his 

wounds we are healed. 

Isaiah 53:5  
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