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A BRIDGE TOO FAR 

 As a boy, one of my favorite movies was “A 

Bridge Too Far.”  It is a fictional movie based on the 

historical Allied attack into Belgium.  It was full of 

gunfire, suspense, action, and tension.  The kinds of 

things boys thrive on.  I remember the impact it 

made on me even at that young age.  At the end of 

the movie the last leg of the attack failed because 

support troops and tanks could not make it to the last 

bridge-head held by 

English Paratroopers.  

They suffered high cas-

ualties and capture.  

The attack was an 

overall success, but the 

last bridge was a dis-

mal failure and many 

suffered and died in 

vain.  They had tried to 

go a bridge too far. 

 At times we have all felt like we have gone a 

bridge too far.  We may have made too many com-

mitments.  We may have a larger than normal load 

placed on us at work.  We may be trying to give ex-

tra care to a loved one.  There are dozens of reasons 

this can happen.  Sometimes it is self inflicted.  At 

other times the forces are external.  It can be limited 

to one area of life, or in all facets of life.  At times it 

really bothers us and at other times we can manage 

quite well.  Where are you at this moment? 

 The Bible speaks to this quite often.  God 

knows us well.  For instance, we can cast all our 

cares on him.  While this is true all the time, and 

necessary, it is especially important to us when we 

have gone a bridge too far.  Paul tells the Galatians 

that some loads we can 

carry and some we 

cannot.  This indicates 

that I need to know 

when to ask for help, 

or even when to offer 

it to others.  Keep an 

eye out for someone 

who is over extended 

and give him or her a 

hand.  Since space permits only one more instance, 

let me give you what I consider to be one of the best.  

God can do abundantly more than all we ask or im-

agine.  As Jesus says, “What is impossible for peo-

ple, is more than possible for God.”  Are you a 

bridge too far?  Seek God in it.  He is able to deliver 

you –and me. 
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Every 2nd Wednesday of the month 

during our Potluck dinner, we recog-

nize those members having a birth-

day that month.  We’d love to have 

you join us not only when it’s your 

birthday but every Wednesday for 

dinner followed by Bible Study. 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

LST WWII NAVY SHIP TRIP 

 RED ONION RESTARANT TRIP 



 ELDER’S CORNER 
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“Owning” your faith is not something that we talk about much.  In 
many ways we don’t take responsibility for our own faith, but ra-
ther rely on others to tell us what to believe.  While it is legitimate 
for us to rely on our parents when we are young and don’t have 
the ability to understand for ourselves, we reach a point where we 
should become responsible for what we build our faith upon.  
Some people rely on their minister to tell them what they should 
believe, others rely on a televangelist, and some others rely on an 
influential minister or speaker in the Brotherhood.  While it’s good 
to get other’s perspectives on what they believe and why, it’s ulti-
mately our responsibility to “own” our faith. 
 
 Paul began to overcome his old reputation (of persecuting Chris-

tians) and began to create a new one as an apostle of the Messiah.  
People heard him preach and began to trust what he said.  The fol-
lowers of Jesus in Berea were intrigued by what he had to say, but 
still verified it on their own.  In Acts chapter 17, verse 11, the Bible 
says “Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than 
those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great 
eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what 
Paul said was true.”  They were considered noble because they ver-
ified what they heard and didn’t take it for granted that everything 
Paul said was accurate. 
 
Paul writes to the church in Galatia in Galatians 6:4-5, “Each one 
should test their own actions. Then they can take pride in them-
selves alone, without comparing themselves to someone else, for 
each one should carry their own load.”  Do we ever really consider 
that we need to carry our own load when it comes to understand-
ing what God wants us to do?  It’s really easy to affirm the preacher 
by saying “Amen” when we hear something that sounds good, but 
do we take the trouble to understand why we agree with it?  We 
should test ourselves by asking ourselves why we believe some-
thing.  Do we agree with it because that’s what we’ve heard and 
have become comfortable with, or is it because we can confirm it 
in what we read and understand from the context of God’s Word?  
I think that many times we get too comfortable with things we’ve 
heard in the past and because someone before us said it, then it 
must be good.  While it very well may be true, we have a responsi-
bility to know why it’s true and actually believe it in our hearts.  
 
We seem to want to own a lot of things in this world.  A faith of our 
own should be one of the first things we try to acquire. 
 

      David 

 

Sept. 26  Chance Edwards 

Sept. 28  Emilia Rojas 

Sept. 28  Logan Russell 

SEPTEMBER 

Student Birthdays 
Pray for these students 
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LIVE, PRAY, LOVE 
er . . . . I think I might believe in 

God.” 

Owens demonstrated how believ-

ers can answer the apostle Paul’s 

charge to “hate what is evil” and 

be “devoted to one another in 

love” (Romans 12:9–10). Though 

he could have responded to the 

evil around him with hate, Ow-

ens chose to live by faith and 

show love to a man who would 

later become his friend and even-

tually consider belief in God. 

Influenced by parents who were 

strong believers in Jesus, track star 

Jesse Owens lived as a courageous 

man of faith. During the 1936 

Olympic Games in Berlin, Owens, 

one of the few African Americans 

on the US team, received four 

gold medals in the presence of 

hate-filled Nazis and their lead-

er, Hitler. He also befriended 

fellow athlete Luz Long, a German. 

Surrounded by Nazi propaganda, 

Owens’s simple act of living out 

his faith impacted Luz’s life. Later, 

Long wrote to Owens: “That hour 

in Berlin when I first spoke to you, 

when you had your knee upon the 

ground, I knew you were in pray-

Helping people become fully devoted, involved    
followers of Christ, grounded in faith, known by 
love and a voice of hope. 

As God’s people commit to being 

“faithful in prayer” (v. 12), He em-

powers us to “live in harmony with 

one another” (v. 16). 

When we depend on prayer, we can 

commit to living out our faith and 

loving all who are made in God’s 

image. As we cry out to God, 

He’ll help us break down barriers 

and build bridges of peace with our 

neighbors. 

Do not be overcome by evil, but over-

come evil with good. 

Romans 12:21  
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