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Pray for This 

 We do many things well here. I routinely 

hear from people that are happy, impressed, and or 

appreciative of something they see in us. Perhaps 

one of the best is prayer. Several of our ladies have 

organized a prayer warriors effort via social media 

and text. We believe in and promote the Shepherd’s 

prayer in our Sunday Assembly. We do Prayer Ap-

ples for our students K-12. We routinely publish 

prayer lists and requests.  Of course this could be 

identified in so many other ways. These are just a 

few. Prayer is part of our culture and ethos. 

 Most of us are aware 

that the Bible teaches a 

broad spectrum of what we 

should pray about. We see 

examples of prayer over 

health, safety, and spiritual 

wellness. We see prayers 

about plans, travel, and work. 

We are told to prayer for  

leaders (both civil and religious), the people of God, 

and the world at large.  There are few limitations on 

what we should pray for. (It might be a fun exercise 

and a good Bible study to isolate what few limita-

tions are listed—just in case you wanted home-

work). 

 Prayer is to be a continual life choice of con-

versation with God. At the House of Hope it is said 

we pray now, not later. There is to be no cessation 

of prayer. It is always to be utilized and practiced. In 

short, God desires a conversation with His children. 

We should honor that desire by being fully com-

mitted to keeping in constant communication with 

Him. There is never any teaching that this prayer life 

be filled with beautiful and extravagant words. One 

does not need to be able to turn an elegant phrase 

in order to talk to God. In fact, brevity, clarity and  

simplicity are the hallmarks of Biblical prayers. Hon-

estly, it is not like we are going to impress God at 

any rate; and we are not to attempt to impress oth-

ers either.  

 Having said all this, 

and being convinced that we 

are doing well in these things, 

I still have at least one ques-

tion: What is the one thing 

that Jesus Himself command-

ed us to pray for? Most of 

what Jesus teaches us about 

prayer is by example. In fact we have far more ex-

ample and insights about prayer in general in the 

Bible than we do command. That should rightly in-

fer something. Still, Jesus does give us one com-

manded topic in prayer; one prayer request is man-

dated by Him. Do you know what it is? Do you know 

where it is? Well, in case you do not, I will give you 

the where and you can discover the what: Mt. 9:37-

38. Now, are you praying for this? 
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Every 2nd Wednesday of the month 

during our Potluck dinner, we recog-

nize those members having a birth-

day that month.  We’d love to have 

you join us not only when it’s your 

birthday but every Wednesday 

for dinner followed by Bible 

Study. 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

YOUTH BOWLING  

 DOERING/HENDERSON BAPTISM 



 ELDER’S CORNER 

3 

When we were young boys, My Dad would sometimes take us "night fish-
ing". It was usually in a place where there was no path and many times it 
was a rather long walk to get to the water. We would get there just before 
dark so seeing where to walk was not a problem. 

 

Once we were there, it was our job to find fire wood and build a fire 
(camping is not camping without a fire).  With the fire we could cook, have 
some light behind the fishing poles, and along with that, it also gave a 
sense of security to two young boys in the woods at night. The only other 
light we had was a gas lantern which was near the water so we could see 
the fishing poles. 

 

There were times when the lantern would run out of fuel so the only light 
we had came from the fire. It was then that we, as young boys, would try to 
get closer to the fire, you know...to keep warm? 

 

Sometimes when I read passages in the bible that speaks of the "light", I 
often think of our night fishing trips where the fire would be our light 
which makes it much more than just a camp fire. 

 

Jesus said that he was the light. Many passages in the Bible talk of Jesus as 
being the light to come or the light which is here. One such passage is in 
John 1:9 "The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the 
world". 

 

Another is John 8:12 "When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am 
the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life." 

 

And another John 12:36 "While you have the light, believe in the light, that 
you may become sons of light." 

 

So as these verses show us, the light is not the light you might get from the 
sun in the sky or a camp fire at night. It suggests that darkness of evil can-
not prevail against that light. It takes on the role of security for the wonder-
ing soul or those who are troubled. It gives the impression of warmth of 
compassion for those who need it. 

 

This light is the knowledge. The light is life. It is proof that God has en-
tered into our world and conquered the darkness (living without God).  

 

We should be living our lives as a reflection of that light. We should be 
going into the darkness where the light can be better seen.  

 

                                                                 Mike 
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The Bulldog and the Sprinkler 
There are no bulldogs in the Bi-

ble, or sprinklers. Yet, in a way, 

Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 3 re-

minds me of Fifi. There, Paul 

prays that the Ephesian believers 

might be filled with God’s love 

and “have power, together with 

all the Lord’s holy people, to 

grasp how wide and long and 

high and deep is the love of 

Christ.” He prayed that we might 

be “filled to the measure of all 

Most summer mornings, a delight-

ful drama plays out in the park be-

hind our house. It involves a sprin-

kler. And a bulldog. About 6:30 or 

so, the sprinklers come on. Shortly 

thereafter, Fifi the bulldog (our 

family’s name for her) arrives. 

Fifi’s owner lets her off her leash. 

The bulldog sprints with all her 

might to the nearest sprinkler, at-

tacking the stream of water as it 

douses her face. If Fifi could eat 

the sprinkler, I think she would. It’s 

a portrait of utter exuberance, of 

Fifi’s seemingly infinite desire to 

be drenched by the liquid she can 

never get enough of. 

Helping people become fully devoted, involved    
followers of Christ, grounded in faith, known by 
love and a voice of hope. 

the fullness of God” (vv. 18–19). 

Still today, we’re invited to experi-

ence a God whose infinite love ex-

ceeds anything we can comprehend, 

that we too might be drenched, satu-

rated, and utterly satisfied by His 

goodness. We’re free to plunge with 

abandon, relish, and delight into a 

relationship with the One who alone 

can fill our hearts and lives with love, 

meaning, and purpose. 

 

I pray that you . . . may be filled to. the 

measure of all the fullness of God 

Ephesians 3:17, 19  
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From Our Daily Bread 

At www.odb.org 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+3%3A17%2C+19

