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JOY 

 What a great feeling: JOY! We experience 

JOY through many mechanisms. We have joy when 

children are born, have birthdays, or graduate. We 

experience JOY at marriage, at baptisms, or at see-

ing a friend we have missed for quite some time. 

JOY comes with good news, significant accomplish-

ments, and  overcoming adversity. It can represent 

everything from true happiness at things right in 

this life all the way up to and including the  inex-

pressible JOY over eternal Life. We know many 

things that produce JOY. We 

know how wonderful JOY feels. 

 For some, JOY seems to 

be elusive. It is sought after, but 

seemingly rare. This can be due 

to many reasons, but  there are 

a few that are noteworthy for 

our purposes here. JOY can be 

stifled when a person ties it to 

things only of this life. Highest JOY is not found in 

things, but in God; not in earthly things but in eter-

nal. Let’s face it, if my joy comes only when physical 

life goes well, it will be hard to maintain. Deep and 

abiding JOY can only come from a truly significant 

source. What can be more meaningful than receiv-

ing JOY directly from our Creator God? (Rm. 15:13) 

 Sometimes we forfeit JOY by our own mis-

deeds. David experienced this as Nathan confronted 

him about  his own sinful choices. He asked God to 

“Restore to me the JOY of Your salvation and make 

me willing to obey You” (Psalm 51: 12).  Indeed life 

can get quickly sideways when we seek pleasure in 

worldly things rather than  in a right relationship 

with God and others. “JOY is the outcome for those 

who do right, but  the expectations of the wicked  

amount to nothing” (Proverbs10:28). Very early on 

God warned Cain that sin was crouching at his door 

to destroy him, but he should overcome it. Cain 

chose poorly. The Good News is that by following 

David’s example, as well as that 

of countless others, we can re-

turn to JOY by turning back to 

God regardless of what we 

have done. 

 Finally, and perhaps 

most insidiously, we fail to have 

JOY because we simply don’t 

look for it. If Jesus could endure 

the cross because of the JOY set before Him, then I 

must also believe that JOY is present for me regard-

less of my circumstance. Thus James could encour-

age us to count it as JOY to face our many and vari-

ous fiery trials. “So it is with you: Now is your time 

of grief,  but I will see you again and you will rejoice, 

and no one will take away your JOY”  (Jn 16:22)..So, 

do you want JOY? Look to Jesus , trust in Him, and 

return to the JOY of your salvation! (1 Peter 1:8-9) 

Nothing can stop that but you. 
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Every 2nd Wednesday of the month 

during our Potluck dinner, we recog-

nize those members having a birth-

day that month.  We’d love to have 

you join us not only when it’s your 

birthday but every Wednesday for 

dinner followed by Bible Study. 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FISH FRY  

MESSAGES FROM OUR BLESSING BOARDS 



 ELDER’S CORNER 
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“Sin is strong and fleet of foot, over running everything” (Homer).  I have 

quite often heard people making statements concerning how good people 

are.  One such statement came most recently from the mouth of a well-

known politician.  He said that “most people are good people”.   

We all have the tendency and inclination to make similar statements be-

cause we are judging people as either good or bad by using others as a 

standard.  But, we are obviously using the wrong instrument to measure 

ourselves.  This is in complete opposition to the word of God.  When I hear 

such statements, I remember what Jesus said concerning John the Baptist.  

“That among men there were none greater, yet the one who is least in the 

kingdom of God is greater than He.”   (Luke 7:28) 

In Romans 7:18-19, Paul, sums up man’s goodness.  He said “I know that 

nothing good dwells in me, for I do not do the good I want, but the evil I 

do not want, is what I keep on doing. Or Jeremiah in 17:9, “the heart is 

deceitful above all things, and desperately sick.  Who can understand it?”  

Nothing is more dangerous than an unrealistic view of human nature.  It 

will cause one to leave the car and the home unlocked or invest in the latest 

money making schemes.  When we live in denial of the dark side of human 

nature, we get needlessly hurt and often conned.   

When people are not careful and give too much credit to the goodness of 

man, along comes a new Jim Jones and another Peoples Temple, or another 

Adolf Hitler. These bring us back to reality.  Deborah Layton was a mem-

ber and a survivor of the Jim Jones cult.  In her book, Seductive Poison, 

she looks back over her experience and tries to understand how what start-

ed good could end up being so horribly evil.  Steve Brown in his book, 

Things I’ve Learned Since I Knew It All, wrote saying “people are a lot 

worse than I thought they were”.  He sums up in his own thoughts what 

Paul was saying in Rom. 7:18-19. In other words, sin is a terrible destruc-

tive power that lies in the heart of man. It is strong and fleet of foot. 

When you realize that people are a lot worse than you thought they were 

and when you realize that you’re not above the rest of the human race, 

you’ll have a choice to make.  You can deny the reality, you can become 

bitter, you can run, or you can just accept the dark side as a part of what it 

means to be human.   

On the other hand, you can discover the joy, the power, and the freedom of 

being loved even when you don’t deserve it.  Jesus is really a friend of 

sinners.  He is such a friend that if you allow Him to redo you by being 

born again into a new person, even though you may in the past thought of 

yourself as a good person, you were only fooling yourself.  We are all 

worse than we think we are, (Jeremiah 17:9).  Jesus is always the answer to 

becoming good.  We must have a new heart. That is beyond our power, but 

within His. 

                                                                      Cecil 
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HONEST TO GOD 
In Isaiah 1, God confronts His peo-

ple about wrongs they’d committed. 

Bribes and injustice were rampant in 

the courts, and orphans and widows 

were taken advantage of for material 

gain. Yet even then God responded 

mercifully, asking the people of Ju-

dah to confess what they’d done and 

turn from it: “Come now, let us set-

tle the matter . . . . Though your sins 

are like scarlet, they shall be as 

My three-year-old grandson’s day was 

off to a rotten start. He couldn’t find 

his favorite shirt. The shoes he wanted 

to wear were too hot. He fussed and 

fumed at his grandmother and then sat 

down to cry. 

“Why are you so upset?” I asked. 

We talked for a while and after he 

calmed down, I gently inquired, 

“Have you been good for Grand-

ma?” He looked thoughtfully at his 

shoes and responded, “No, I was 

bad. I’m sorry.” 

My heart went out to him. Instead of 

denying what he had done, he was 

honest. In the following moments we 

asked Jesus to forgive us when we do 

wrong and to help us do better. 

Helping people become fully devoted, involved    
followers of Christ, grounded in faith, known by 
love and a voice of hope. 

white as snow” (Isaiah 1:18). 

God longs for us to be open with Him 

about our sins. He meets honesty and 

repentance with loving forgiveness: “If 

we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 

and will forgive us our sins and purify 

us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 

1:9). Because our God is merciful, new 

beginnings await! 

 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you 
and did not cover up my iniquity. 

                    Psalm 32:5  
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