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2019 GRADUATES
LAUREN BALLESTRO
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology

JACE LEE LINTON

ETHEN KARRAKER

GRADUATE, JOHNSTON
CITY H.S.

PROMOTED

Attending University of Illinois

MARION J.R. HIGH TO
MARION SR HIGH SCHOOL

YOUTH ACTIVITY—MAY 19

MAY BIRTHDAYS
Every 2nd Wednesday of the month
during our Potluck dinner, we recognize those members having a birthday that month. We’d love to have
you join us not only when it’s your
birthday but every Wednesday for
dinner followed by Bible Study.

2019 COSTA RICA
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ELDER’S CORNER
I'm really reluctant to turn on the news or log into the computer anymore. It seems that the issues of the day that get
pushed to the top of my newsfeed are all related to controversial political topics. Friends on all sides of the issues
are constantly arguing about whatever egregious thing
people on the other side of the issues are doing now. It's
hard to tell news from "fake news" and it makes you wonder what is truth and what is a lie. When the apostle Paul
wrote to the church in Ephesus, he said " Do not let any
unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what
is helpful for building others up according to their needs,
that it may benefit those who listen." (Ephesians 4:29
NIV)
It makes me wonder how much of what I read or hear
meets Paul's Ephesians 4:29 test? Don't get me wrong,
I'm a staunch supporter of the 1st amendment (and the other 9 in the Bill of Rights too) - I just hope that the rhetoric
can be brought down a notch or 10. To say that our country has a wide diversity of opinions is probably the understatement of the year. A healthy dialog is not only the
foundation upon which this country was built, but the chief
means by which we will heal our wounds. As Christians
we have an obligation to make sure that our participation
in this dialog meets the Ephesians 4:29 test regardless of
the position we take on an issue.
Before you post (or repost) something about current
events, make sure that your contribution reflects well upon
you, your family, your church, and most importantly, your
Savior. As Christians let's show the world that we're part
of the solution and not part of the problem.

David
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3101 S. Park Ave Herrin, IL
Helping people become fully devoted, involved
followers of Christ, grounded in faith, known by
love and a voice of hope.
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HERE FOR YOU
On the outskirts of Paris, as in other cities around the globe, people
are coming to the aid of the homeless in their communities.
Clothing, covered in waterproof
bags, is hung on designated
fences for those living on the
streets to take according to their
needs. The bags are labeled,
“I’m not lost; I’m for you if you’re
cold.” The effort not only warms
those without shelter, but also
teaches those in the community the
importance of assisting the needy
among them.
The Bible highlights the importance of caring for those who
are poor, instructing us to be

“openhanded” toward them
(Deuteronomy 15:11). We might
be tempted to avert our eyes to

the plight of the poor, holding
tightly to our resources instead of
sharing them. Yet God challenges us to recognize that we will
always be surrounded by those
who have needs and therefore to
respond to them with generosity,
not a “grudging heart” (v. 10).
Jesus says that in giving to the
poor we receive an enduring

treasure in heaven (Luke 12:33).
Our generosity may not be recognized by anyone other than God. Yet
when we give freely, we not only
meet the needs of those around us
but we also experience the joy God
intends for us in providing for others. Help us, Lord, to have open
eyes and open hands to supply the
needs of those You place in our
paths!
I command you to be openhanded toward your fellow Israelites who are poor
and needy in your land.
Deuteronomy 15:11
From Our Daily Bread
At www.odb.org
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