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Selected by God 
 It is an honorable and joyful thing to be select-

ed by God. It is described in the Bible in many fasci-

nating ways. We are called, chosen, adopted, elected, 

and born into His family to name just a few. Each 

contributes to the idea that God wants a relationship 

with us, or maybe better put, He wants us to have a 

relationship with Him. To be certain, this selection is 

often used in verses that give us encouragement as 

well as challenge us. It is impossible to take up the 

encouragement and leave the challenge behind. To be 

selected by God is not usually an easy road, but it is 

the better road to take, even if it is 

less traveled. 

 Take, for instance, the 

adoption into his family. “Yet to 

all those who receive Him (Jesus), 

to those who believe in His name, 

He gave the right to become chil-

dren of God—children born not of 

blood, nor of human contrivance, 

nor a husbands choice, but children born of 

God!” (John 1:12-13) This could not have happened 

unless Jesus accepted His chosen roll and was reject-

ed by us, despised and forgotten. His calling was to 

suffer so that we might have life. 

 Now, as God’s children, we are victorious! 

“And those He predestined He also called; those He 

called He also justified; those He justified He also 

glorified. What then shall we say in response to this? 

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did 

not spare His own Son, but graciously gave Him up 

for us all—how will He not also along with Him gra-

ciously give us all things? Who can bring any charge 

against those whom God has chosen?” (Rom 8: 30-

32)  We like the victory part! 

 That victory comes with a responsibility and a 

challenge. We can save the responsibility for another 

time. The challenge is enough for today. Those who 

have received adoption into God’s family as His chil-

dren are then also selected to face 

the items that follow: trouble, 

hardship, persecution, famine, na-

kedness, danger, sword and even 

death. While they cannot separate 

us from God, we still must face 

them in this life. 

 God has made it very clear 

that we are selected to suffer for 

His sake. The apostles knew this (Acts 5:41). Paul 

was called to this (Acts 9:16). So are we. “In this you 

greatly rejoice, though for a while now you will have 

to suffer grief in many various trials. These have 

come so that your faith, of more value than gold that 

perishes even when refined by fire, may be proved 

genuine and result in praise, glory, and honor when 

Jesus Christ is revealed.” (1 Pt 1:6-7) What we are 

going through now is exactly what we are called to 

endure. Let’s face it together as His children! 
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Every 2nd Wednesday of the month 

during our Potluck dinner, we recog-

nize those members having a birth-

day that month.  We’d love to have 

you join us not only when it’s your 

birthday but every Wednesday for 

dinner followed by Bible Study. 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

YOUTH EASTER EGG HUNT 



 ELDER’S CORNER 
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These verses from the Bible are in a picture frame near my desk at home. There's 

no way I can be in that office without seeing it.  They have become so engrained 

in my memory that I only have to glance at it to recall the verses and what it, as a 

whole, reminds me of. 

 

It reminds me that God loved me so much that, not only did He give me Jesus, 

but He also gave me the entire Old Testament so I could get a better understand-

ing of my Creator.  

 

I remember that He doesn't stop loving me when I commit a sin and the power of 

His words are not diluted just because I may question them or don't quite under-

stand what He is trying to teach me. 

 

That Satan doesn't love me and will do whatever he can to destroy my faith. In 

hurting me, he hurts the God who loves me which will give him great satisfac-

tion. 

 

I'm reminded that my life should not be lived alone. That I should realize that 

God is always with me through His Spirit and offers ways for me to overcome my 

temptations and even my adversaries. One of those ways is fellowship....Going to 

and being involved in church activities like the first century church did. 

 

These verses remind me of Jesus and the life He lived. Even when He was facing 

terrible situations and knowing that the cross was looming near and death would 

soon have it's grip on Him, He still trusted God. 

 

The last of the verses is the one that seems to slip by most people. Everyone has 

to realize that there are consequences for every thing we do or say. Some are 

good, some are bad. Each one plays a small part in shaping who we are today. 

 

If we choose to only remember Jesus as the Son of God and not apply the princi-

ples He taught us through His faith in God and His daily living, then the conse-

quences of that choice can be disastrous to our life...and to our faith. 

 

What are you reminded of when you read them?   

 

       Mike 

5 Things God Wants Me To Remember 

 

God loves me and wants to bless me. John 3:16 

 

Satan hates me and seeks to destroy me. 1st. Peter  5:8 

 

My commitment and God's grace has forever changed me. Romans. 6:6-7 

 

I don't have to fight temptation alone. J ames 5:16 

 

My actions have eternal consequences. Galatians 6:8 
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Second-Wind Strength 
comfort and motivate people who 

need strength to keep going. 

Timeless words remind fatigued 

and discouraged people that the 

Lord isn’t detached or uncaring 

(v. 27), that our plight doesn’t 

escape His notice. These words 

breathe comfort and assurance, 

and remind us of God’s limitless 

power and bottomless knowledge 

(v. 28). 

The second-wind strength de-

At the age of fifty-four I entered 

the Milwaukee marathon with two 

goals—to finish the race and to do 

it under five hours. My time would 

have been amazing if the sec-

ond 13.1 miles went as well as 

the first. But the race was gru-

eling, and the second-wind 

strength I’d hoped for never 

came. By the time I made it to 

the finish line, my steady stride had 

morphed into a painful walk. 

Footraces aren’t the only things 

that require second-wind 

strength—life’s race does too. To 

endure, tired, weary people need 

God’s help. Isaiah 40:27–31 beau-

tifully weds poetry and prophecy to 

Helping people become fully devoted, involved    
followers of Christ, grounded in faith, known by 
love and a voice of hope. 

scribed in verses 29–31 is just right 

for us—whether we’re in the throes 

of raising and providing for our fami-

lies, struggling through life under the 

weight of physical or financial 

burdens, or discouraged by rela-

tional tensions or spiritual chal-

lenges. Such is the strength that 

awaits those who—through 

meditating on the Scriptures and 

prayer—wait upon the Lord.  

Come to me, all you who are weary and 

burdened, and I will give you rest. 

Matthew 11:28  
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