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LOVE IS . . .or IS NOT 
 Love is patient. Love is kind. Love does not 

want what another has. Love does not brag. Love is 

not proud. Love is not rude. Love does not demand its 

own way. Love is not easily angered. Love doesn’t 

keep score when it is wronged. Love does not rejoice 

over evil, but love does rejoice when truth wins out. 

Love is a protector. Love never loses trust. Love is 

always hopeful. Love never gives up. Love never  

fails. 

 Most of us know these 

words come from 1 Corinthi-

ans 13. We often hear them at 

weddings, at Church, and at 

Valentines Day. It is a familiar 

passage even to those who pay 

little attention to God’s Word. 

While we may whole hearted-

ly approve of this message, it 

is an entirely different matter 

all together to do it.  

 No mere mortal can 

claim to be loving all the time. 

Each one of us has some items on the list we are bet-

ter at. Even then, those items we are pretty good at are 

still met with times of failure. We also have some 

items we know to be a struggle for us personally. 

Even the best effort is met with frequent failure. One 

thing is for sure: this list is the standard. None of us 

are even earning a passing grade. 

 Don’t lose heart! Don’t give up the effort. 

Merely because I am not perfect does not mean I am 

relieved of the opportunity and responsibility to try. 

This is definitely one area in which we should keep 

on trying to be mature out of reverence for God! He 

actually CAN and DOES practice this list perfectly. 

More importantly, He does so toward US! He loved 

us first! He loves us best! He loves us always! 

 Since this is true, that 

means that I am not judged by 

my ability to keep the standard 

of love in its absolute com-

pleteness and perfection. 

God’s mercy, His loving kind-

ness, is especially proved in 

just that fact. He loves so well 

that He can forgive my failures 

even (especially) in the arena 

of love. That realization al-

ways prompts you and me to 

be better lovers. Accepting the 

absoluteness of His love frees 

me to move beyond my own limitations into His eter-

nal and all powerful grace. 

 In the end, the title is true. Love either is all of 

the list or it isn't love at all. Love either completely is, 

or it is not love. You and I are not now love, but we 

can be. In Christ we will be. All because God is Love! 
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2018-YEAR IN REVIEW 

TIM RINE—POTLUCK SUNDAY 



 ELDER’S CORNER 
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We seem to be living in strange, confusing and trying times.  The world view of 

millions of U. S. citizens is changing with such speed that it becomes hard to di-

gest one change before another major change is before us.  This is a tactic that 

change artists use frequently. 

The foundation of our culture is at stake and is being eroded before our eyes, as 

well as the constitution of our country being stretched to its limit. A large segment 

of our citizens want to exclude the constitution completely or at least rewrite it to 

adapt to the times we live in.  In other words, rather than being governed by the 

constitution, many think it’s more practical to govern the constitution to fit our 

times, and as times change the constitution should change.  Woodrow Wilson, our 

president at the turn of the century was an advocate of that type of governing. 

This world view is not conceived in a vacuum.  The ramifications of such thinking 

gives rise to the teaching that truth is irrelevant. Therefore, people assume there is 

no real truth, it’s what they want it to be, their opinions about truth is just as good 

as others.  This type of talk and understanding is dividing us as a nation but, more 

importantly, is damaging the church.   

When a people either don’t want to go to the source for truth or don’t care what it 

is, consideration should be given to Isaiah 5:20-21, “Woe to those who call evil 

good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put 

bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.  Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes 

and clever in their own sight.” 

The method of divide and conquer has been used as a tool throughout the ages to 

split nations, therefore causing civil strife and wars.  This tactic was used very 

effectively causing the revolution in Russia during the early 1900’s and also elim-

inating the open opportunity to preach Christ.  Satan is using the same method and 

tactics against the church today. It’s nothing new, however, very effective. 

If a person desires truth of any subject, he or she should ascertain that truth at its 

proper source.  Very often our thoughts and understanding pertaining to life are 

received from the wrong sources, i.e., family, friends, schools, google, even 

preachers.  Therefore causing many to go through life with only half truths. 

For example, Adam and Eve became infatuated with Satan’s disguise, appearance, 

and his wonderful lies giving both Adam and Eve an excuse to do what they want-

ed from the beginning.  They didn’t go to the source of the truth for their answer. 

Contrast that to the second Adam-Jesus.  While he was in the desert being temped, 

he went to the source of truth.  He was truth himself, and he also quoted what the 

spirit said in the Old Testament.  Satan will always go and challenge truth and 

only truth will stop him. I’m not a doomsday prophet, but if we continue down 

this road we’re traveling, spiritual disaster awaits not only each of us but also the 

Church and the nation as well. 

I have never expected the government nor the politicians to be in unison with the 

church nor the scripture.  The state has almost always been quite negative and at 

times harmful to the Christian message.  But, what distresses me the most are 

those that are supposedly walking in faith.  Not only are they emulating and mim-

icking the world by their actions, but are also vocally recruiting others by their 

approval of matters that destroy lives and souls of our fellow man.                   

 

                                                                         Cecil 



Inside This Month’s Lifeline 
 

Love Is...or Is Not ................................... 1 

Tim Rine—Potluck ................................. 2 

2018 Year In Review .............................. 2 

All Volunteer Week HHOH .................... 3 

Gumdrops ................................................ 3 

Ladies Luncheon ..................................... 3 

Brothers Breakfast ................................... 3 

Red Cross Blood Drive ........................... 3 

Elder’s Corner ......................................... 3 

Discovering My True Self ....................... 4 

February Calendar ............................ Insert 

 

 

 
3101 S. Park Ave  Herrin, IL  

DISCOVERING MY TRUE SELF 
new ears, tail, whiskers, and 

stripes. 

Whenever I read this book, I 

think about my own identi-

ty. Who am I? John, writing to 

believers, said that God has 

called us His children (1 John 

3:1). We don’t fully understand 

that identity, but when we see 

Jesus, we will be like him (v. 2). 

Just like Toby the cat, we will 

Who am I? That’s the question a 

faded stuffed animal asks himself 

in the children’s book Nothing by 

Mick Inkpen. Left in a dusty corner 

of an attic, the animal hears movers 

call him “nothing” and 

thinks that’s his name: 

Nothing. 

Encounters with other 

animals spark memo-

ries. Nothing realizes 

that he used to have a tail, whisk-

ers, and stripes. But it’s not until he 

meets a tabby cat who helps him 

find his way home that Nothing 

remembers who he truly is: a 

stuffed cat named Toby. His owner 

lovingly restores him, sewing on 

Helping people become fully devoted, involved    
followers of Christ, grounded in faith, known by 
love and a voice of hope. 

one day be restored to the identity 

intended for us, which has been 

marred by sin. For now, we can un-

derstand that identity in part, and we 

can recognize the image of God in 

each other. But one day, 

when we see Jesus, we 

will be fully restored to 

the identity God intended 

for us. We will be made 

new. 

We know that when Christ appears, 

we shall be like him, for we shall see 

him as he is. 

1 JOHN 3:2 
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