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All Things Be Made New 
 As we look back on the past year, what do we 

notice most? I am aware that one’s basic approach to 

life shapes how this question might be answered. I am 

not seeking to rekindle the age old debate between the 

glass half full and half empty. I am interested in the 

exercise however. The very act of looking back is 

both potentially helpful and destructive.  

 My esteemed history teacher would be proud 

that I can recall this quote: 

“Those who cannot learn from 

history are doomed to repeat 

it” (George Santayana). Others 

abound. The great bard, Wil-

liam Shakespeare said “What’s 

past is prologue.” “Life can 

only be understood backwards; 

but it must be lived for-

wards” (Soren Kierkegaard). 

Another more recent one by 

Rick Warren, “We are prod-

ucts of our past, but we do not 

have to be prisoners of it.” In-

deed our past is not a script by which we must contin-

ue to live. It is, however, the lead in to something that 

we ought to hold is better! 

 I believe that this is what is behind the call 

that in Christ, all things must be made new! You see, 

as Oscar Wilde once said, “No man is rich enough to 

buy back his past.” Christ however, can redeem it! He 

has paid the price to erase all the bad that we have 

created (and not so coincidently even the bad we have 

yet to create!) We might not have it erased from our 

minds, but it IS erased in the mind of God!  

 So, are we free from the past? While we 

should be free from the weight of it, we are not free 

from the responsibility of it. Am I just parsing words, 

I truly do not think so. To borrow a phrase, the past is 

not an anchor that drags up 

mud and hinders our progress, 

rather it is meant to be the 

wind in our sails for a more 

effective day TODAY. 

“Yesterday is history, tomor-

row is a mystery, today is a gift 

of God, which is why we call it 

the present” (Bill Keane). An-

other version of this comes 

from Mother Theresa, 

“Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow 

has not yet come. We have on-

ly today. Let us begin.” 

 So, since it is called “TODAY” where do we, 

you and I, need to begin? What do we wish to see in 

our tomorrow? Perhaps we would be better off to let 

God take more of the lead in redeeming our past and 

providing for us the future we want. That does not 

mean we sit idly by, it means we let him have control. 

After all, God’s got this. 
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YOUTH CORNER: 
CHRISTMAS CARD MAKING 

Every 2nd Wednesday of the month dur-

ing our Potluck dinner, we recognize those 

members having a birthday that month.  

We’d love to have you join us not only 

when it’s your birthday but every Wednes-

day for dinner followed by Bible Study. 

CHRISTMAS 

BRUNCH 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 



 ELDER’S CORNER 
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In Genesis 15:10, Abram has prepared a sacrifice as God requested for the 

Lord to make a covenant with Abram. But while Abram was waiting on 

God to show up, birds of prey came to eat of the prepared carcasses before 

it could happen. The birds of prey in this passage is satan and he is trying 

to thwart any good thing that might be to his disadvantage. But Abram 

was alert and drove the birds away so the covenant can take place. 

 

Satan will always try to come between us and Jesus just as he was trying 

to prevent the covenant between Abram and God. It's just as Paul testifies 

to a principal that he discovered "...Although I want to do good, evil is 

right there with me." Romans 7:21 

 

This is the season of joy and good feelings toward each other with rela-

tionships rekindled or strengthened. But it's also the time of year that we 

begin to look forward to a new year of possibilities with new hopes and 

new dreams. 

 

What does the new year hold for you...for us? No one knows for certain. 

But the question should really be "what are you prepared for?" 

 

Are you prepared for a more faithful year? Are you going to make this 

new year THE year that you make a commitment to or renew your com-

mitment to do more than you have this past year? Are you going to try 

harder this new year than you did this year to get closer to God...to Jesus? 

 

We always make some kind of quiet commitment to ourselves concerning 

one thing or another about this time every year but usually, and especially 

if it has anything to do with spiritual commitment, you will find the prin-

cipal that Paul discovered is with you too. 

 

Remember what Peter said about satan, "Be alert and sober minded. Y our 

enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to 

devour" 1st. Peter 5:8 

 

I think I speak for the other Elders when I say we hope you have a good 

and prosperous new year filled with triumphs and victories over all the 

temptations that satan will put in your way as you make serious attempts 

to come to a closer relationship with God. 

 

May God give you all many great blessings this new year and may you 

pass it forward when He does. 

                                                                                    Mike 



Inside This Month’s Lifeline 
 

All Things Be Made New ....................... 1 

December Birthdays ................................ 2 

Christmas Brunch .................................... 2 

Youth Corner ........................................... 2 

Happy New Year ..................................... 3 

All Church Week HHOH ........................ 3 

Light House Shelter ................................. 3 

Gumdrops ................................................ 3 

Brothers Breakfast ................................... 3 

Elder’s Corner ......................................... 3 

New Year, New Priorities ....................... 4 

January Calendar .............................. Insert 

 

 
3101 S. Park Ave  Herrin, IL  

NEW YEAR, NEW PRIORITIES  
can, which includes fully enjoy-

ing the good things God allows 

us to experience in life, such as 

food and drink (Ecclesiastes 9:7), 

clothing and perfume (v. 8 nlt), 

marriage (v. 9), and all of God’s 

good gifts—which might include 

learning how to play the cello!  

His second recommendation was 

diligent work (v. 10). Life is full 

of opportunities, and there is al-

ways more work to be done. 

I’ve always wanted to learn how to 

play the cello. But I’ve never found 

the time to enroll in a class. Or, 

perhaps more accurately, I haven’t 

made the time for it. I had thought 

that in heaven I could probably 

master that instrument. In the 

meantime, I wanted to focus on 

using my time in the particular 

ways God has called me to serve 

Him now. 

Life is short, and we often feel the 

pressure to make the most of our 

time on Earth before it slips away. 

But what does that really mean?  

As King Solomon contemplated the 

meaning of life, he offered two rec-

ommendations. First, we’re to live 

in the most meaningful way we 

Helping people become fully devoted, involved    
followers of Christ, grounded in faith, known by 
love and a voice of hope. 

We’re to take advantage of the oppor-

tunities God gives us, seeking His 

wisdom on how to prioritize 

work and play in a way that uses our 

gifting to serve Him.   

Life is a wonderful gift from the 

Lord. We honor Him when we take 

pleasure both in His daily blessings 

and in meaningful service. 

Father, thank You for this life 

You’ve given me. Help me to live this 

new year for You, enjoying Your 

blessings and fulfilling Your purpos-

es.  
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