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SEND IN THE BABY!
If you are very familiar with Luke 2 and Revelation 5, you might believe they do not have much in
common. Yes they are both about Jesus, but other
than that, any other connection might escape notice.
Truth is, they are extremely alike in background, in
meaning, and in outcome.

5 needed to hear Peter’s advice: “ God is not slow in
keeping His promises. He is patient…” It is a lesson
we need to learn and relearn. You and I are in both of
these crowds. We are awaiting God’s promised deliverance and justice. It has not arrived yet. Some days
it feels like it might never come. At times we understand that we are part of the problem, but for the most
The background of both passages are profoundly alike. In Luke 2 Israel has long awaited their part we see the problem as being someone else’s fault.
promised Redeemer Messiah. The Anointed One that All we know is that we are helpless and we need a
HELPER!
would rescue them from trouble was more than expected. Israel sure needed Him.
Now for the outcome. In
The Temple was in a mess. Reboth chapters we see someone
ligious corruption or human amwaiting the redemption of Israel,
bivalence had gripped the entire
God’s people. We see that it is
nation. Rome was running
needed. Then we see it delivroughshod over the Kingdom.
ered! But wait, in both cases we
Several had tried to be a deliversee it delivered in ways that
er, but no one was capable of
make absolutely NO sense to us!
righting what had become
In Luke 2 God sends the long
wrong. In Revelation 5 we see much the same picawaited...BABY? In Revelation 5 John expects to see
ture. The church is struggling (chapters 2 and 3). The a Lion. He turns to see a spindly legged little LAMB?
love of many had grown cold. Rome was severely
One that had been slaughtered at that? This makes
persecuting the Kingdom, the Church. The scroll of NO sense. We are going to be rescued by a baby?
God’s will was sealed shut. No one could open it.
We are going to face down Rome and Hell itself with
Hopelessness was at its peak in both cases.
a lamb?
One of the most common experiences among
Truth is, God will always help, at the best/
God’s people is frustration. Where is God? Why is
right time, and in the best/right way, but it will most
this happening? Why doesn’t He DO something?
often make no sense to us at all. Lord increase our
Both human crowds present in Luke 2 and Revelation trust!
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ELDER’S CORNER
I have heard it said many times that we who are living in the United States of America are residing in the best country that
has ever existed on this earth. Many people, myself included, have spent time in many other places in the world and will
without hesitation, make that same claim. There are some, after returning from other parts of the world, have actually kissed
the ground showing their appreciation to this country.
But folks that live here and don’t understand history, take it for granted and believe they are very deserving of this wonderful
place. Many either don’t know or don’t care the cost that made this country great. The wars fought and lives lost is only a
part of the great sacrifices that have been invested in this land of the free.

After the 1776 War with England which we won against the greatest army and navy the world had ever know at that time, we
were a nation without a proper law to judge and direct this new freedom we were experiencing. The leaders understood that
freedom without proper laws would allow chaos and the victories of the past would disappear as if they never happened.
So the men called a convention to deal with the struggles, ideas and questions of how to form a government and what it
would look like. They asked George Washington to be a part of finding a solution. Exhausted from fighting the Revolution,
legend has it, he replied, “have I not done enough for my country?” But he joined the convention anyway and history shows
that his being there made all the difference.
All of us are tired, all of us have other things to do, but not one of us could say with honesty what Washington said. The
founders in their urgency put together one of the best articles, other than the Bible, that has ever been written. It has served
this country well for nearly 240 years. But I write with urgency that the winds of change are blowing very violently and
there are millions of people that would like to eliminate or weaken The Constitution that has kept us united through all these
years. They would like it to be fluid and flexible to coincide with the changing of the thinking of this present age rather than
conform themselves to The Constitution. So I guess the question is, how will that affect you and me?
Well for one, The Constitution was largely written with biblical thoughts in mind and the present worldview believes anything that’s biblical and God centered must be eliminated from our culture. There are many issues at stake with this
worldview but no time to state them all. It would behoove us to understand when our Constitution becomes irreverent, our
rights then fall into the hands of people that believe that all eternal questions are answered by man and man alone. The God
of the scriptures will also become irreverent and eventually laws will be passed that will make believers and faithful Christians lawbreakers.

This end is left to your own imagination, but the days of the Roman Empire and those of power controlling the lives of its
people and the religion they practice and believe in, can repeat itself. Without a powerful constitution and people that believe
in it, it can cause this fragile nation to fall.
The question is, can that happen? My answer is, you bet it can. It has happened through the ages to many great and powerful
countries. My humble opinion is that the great Constitution, the paper we consider our laws, are the force and power that
keeps us together. When we make it of no affect and when we decide that it’s fluid and irreverent, the glue begins to dissolve
and it all comes falling down and great will be the destruction of it.
So my question is to the believers, where are the Daniels (Dan. 1:8)? Where are the Esters? Where are the spirits of those
that gave their lives on so many foreign soils? Where are the Washington’s of our times?
Rome wasn’t defeated in the wars. They were defeated from within. Nikita Khrushchev said during The Cold War that the
United States would be defeated without a shot being fired. If we wait too long, then the question will be “who are the martyrs? The divide was tried in 1850. Today it will be by the courts.
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WINTER SNOW
In winter, I often wake to the beautiful surprise of a world blanketed
in the peace and quiet of an early
morning snow. Not loudly like a
spring thunderstorm that announces
its presence in the night, snow
comes softly.

only bed available, a manger
(Luke 2:7). Instead of being attended by royalty and government officials, Jesus was welcomed by lowly shepherds (vv.
15–16). Instead of having wealth,

tered the world was foreshadowed by
the prophet Isaiah, who prophesied
the coming Savior would “not shout
or cry out” (Isaiah 42:2) nor would
He come in power that might break a
damaged reed or extinguish a struggling flame (v. 3). Instead He came
gently in order to draw us to Himself with His offer of peace with
God—a peace still available to anyone who believes the unexpected
story of a Savior born in a manger.

Jesus’s parents could only afford
the inexpensive sacrifice of two
birds when they presented Him at
the temple (v. 24).

Lord Jesus, thank You for willingly
giving up Your majesty and coming
to earth in order to offer peace.

In “Winter Snow Song,” Audrey
Assad sings that Jesus could have
come to earth in power like a
hurricane, but instead He came
quietly and slowly like the winter
snow falling softly in the night
outside my window.
Jesus’s arrival took many by quiet
surprise. Instead of being born in a
palace, He was born in an unlikely
place, a humble dwelling outside
Bethlehem. And He slept in the
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