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Where Do We Go From Here 
 What now? What next? How long will this 

take? We have all been there. In fact, this has hap-

pened to every person at every time in human history. 

It may have happened in a job, in a relationship, in 

government, and of course even at church. Something 

happens. The proverbial apple cart turns over. Our 

lives hit this spot and we 

don’t feel right. Nothing 

clicks. There is no flow, no 

progress, no contentment. It 

can be as minor as a traffic 

jam on the road or as cata-

strophic as the loss of a loved 

one. Change will usually call 

for an adjustment, but some 

transitions just seem to linger 

and there does not appear to be any way out of the 

malaise. 

Of course this can happen from our own poor 

choices. A classic Biblical example of this is the wil-

derness wandering under Moses’ leadership. The peo-

ple were disobedient and stubborn. Once they made 

too many bad choices, God gave them Groundhog 

Day for 40 years! Even the food God provided be-

came tiresome. Can you imagine the same menu day 

after day for 40 years? On the positive side, the fol-

lowing generation was far more observant toward our 

Heavenly Father. The lesson was learned. In such a 

case God always desires our repentance and obedi-

ence. 

This can also happen through the bad choices of 

someone else. This is always a tough pill to swallow. 

You did nothing wrong, but you are still in a bad situ-

ation. Jesus himself experienced this. “How long must 

I put up with this wicked and perverse generation?” 

His prayer in the Garden is even more potent. There 

He was on the cusp of paying 

for sin He did NOT commit. 

He said, “Not my will but 

thine.” Jesus knew what it was 

like to be in a bad situation 

because someone else messed 

up. In such a case God always 

desires our patience and obedi-

ence. 

      Finally, we can experience the doldrums for no 

apparent reason at all. No one is at fault. It just hap-

pens. At least in this case there is no finger pointing, 

or there ought not be any such fault finding. In a cer-

tain way, this is even more difficult. If no one is to 

blame, then what corrections can be made? What mer-

it is there in paying a penalty for no one? Why am I 

even in this position if for no apparent reason what so 

ever. Well, truth is, there might be a reason we simply 

do not know. Furthermore, regardless of where we are 

in life, or where we go, God is leading us - even 

through the valley of Death’s shadow. Lead me safely 

home Father, lead me safely  
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

Every 2nd Wednesday of the month dur-

ing our Potluck dinner, we recognize those 

members having a birthday that month.  

We’d love to have you join us not only 

when it’s your birthday but every Wednes-

day for dinner followed by Bible Study. 

FALL POTLUCK 
 



 ELDER’S CORNER 
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One of the loneliest places I've experienced in my life was when I 

walked down a long, nearly deserted stretch of railroad tracks. I don't 

know why I felt that way except perhaps it was because I experienced 

an aloneness I had never felt before during that long walk. 

 

Being alone is part of life that most people do not prepare for. It's 

easy to get all your "ducks in a row" and set in place all the important 

stuff that needs to be taken care of. But when the actual event 

comes...you find there was nothing that could prepare you in a way 

that would help offset the lost feeling you have. 

 

Having been tossed into the ring of that fight, I have felt that all over 

again. But this time I had a Friend who walked with me all the way. 

But this time I had a church family that supported me during the 

toughest times I may ever face.  

 

When it was the darkest for me, I remember wondering what Jesus 

was going through each night as he approached the days of His death. 

No doubt Jesus was a smart man and being fully knowledgeable of 

scripture He was able to understand the prophecies about him as the 

"Sacrificial Lamb".  

 

It was suggested that, if there was one thing He would be concerned 

about, is that He would fail. He would fail to be completely obedient 

to God even unto His own death. That He would embarrass His heav-

enly Father by his disobedience. That, if he failed, mankind would 

have no hope. 

 

No doubt that was a heavy load to carry but carry it He did and in a 

humble yet obedient fashion only to give God the glory through His 

resurrection. 

 

Being alone is not the end of life and it could be a very good begin-

ning for a new and exciting chapter in life if it includes Jesus. He is 

the evidence of that.  I'm sure Peter felt very alone when Jesus re-

buked him which was contrasted by the feeling of jubilation when 

Jesus "liked" him all over again. 

 

What a great day awaiting all those who love and believe the Lord!! 

 

                                                                          Mike 
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Catching Foxes 
looks forward to their married 

life together, she doesn’t want 

vermin disturbing their covenant 

of love. 

How can “foxes” disturb our re-

lationship with God? For me, 

when I say “yes” to too many 

requests, I can become over-

whelmed and unpleasant. Or 

when I witness relational con-

flict, I can be tempted to despair 

While talking on the phone with a 

friend who lives by the seaside, I 

expressed delight at hearing sea-

gulls squawking. “Vile creatures,” 

she responded, for to her they’re a 

daily menace. As a Londoner, I 

feel the same way about foxes. I 

find them not cute animals but 

roaming creatures that leave 

smelly messes in their wake. 

Foxes appear in the love poetry 

of the Song of Solomon, an Old 

Testament book that reveals the 

love between a husband and 

wife and, some commentators be-

lieve, between God and His people. 

The bride warns about little foxes, 

asking her bridegroom to catch 

them (2:15). For foxes, hungry for 

the vineyard’s grapes, could tear 

the tender plants apart. As the bride 

Helping people become fully devoted, involved    
followers of Christ, grounded in faith, known by 
love and a voice of hope. 

or anger. As I ask the Lord to limit 

the effect of these “foxes”—those 

I’ve let in through an open gate or 

those that have snuck in—I gain in 

trust of and love for God as I sense 

His loving presence and direction. 

How about you? How can you 

seek God’s help from anything 

keeping you from Him? 

 

Lord God, You are powerful and 

You are good. Please protect my re-

lationship with You, keeping out an-

ything that would take my eyes off 

You.  
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