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What is the First thing you see? 
 In the Gospel of Mark there is a story of Jesus 
healing a blind man. Even for Jesus in the Gospels, 
this is quite an unusual story. First, Jesus spits in the 
dirt and makes mud. Then he wipes it on the man’s 
eyes. He asks, “Now what do you see?” The man says 
he can in fact see, but men are like trees walking 
around. So Jesus has to touch him a second time! It is 
the only record we have of Jesus needing to touch a 
person twice in order to heal him. I don’t think the 
point is Jesus needing a mulligan as it were. It is more 
about us. Sometimes we need 
a second touch of Jesus.  We 
need to see Him again and 
more closely. 

 For those of you not 
able to make the Wednesday 
evening study on Revelation, 
that is the same experience 
Jesus gives us in Revelation 1. 
Jesus starts speaking to John, 
and when he turns to see who 
is speaking to him the first 
thing John sees is seven gold 
lampstands. Jesus later ex-
plains to John that the seven 
lamps are the seven churches of the Roman province 
of Asia to who He wishes to write a letter.  

 Then John sees someone he recognizes; the 
Son of Man. He is walking in the midst of the lamps. 
He is now wearing the priestly robe and gold sash. He 
is now our eternal High Priest! His hair is wooly and 
white as snow signifying His wisdom and experience.  
His eyes are like fire signifying his piercing vision and 
hints at His righteous anger. His feet are like bronze 

in a fire signifying His power to tread over His ene-
mies. His voice is like the rushing of many waters sig-
nifying that He MUST be heard. His face shone like 
the sun in full brilliance signifying that He is the Light 
of Heaven. In His right hand are seven stars, which he 
later explains as the seven messengers to the seven 
churches.  This signifies that Jesus has sovereignty 
over the message. He protects it as well as those who 
spread it.  

 The whole point of the Book of Revelation is 
that we might see Jesus more 
clearly. The first thing John 
sees is Jesus in ALL His Glory 
walking among the churches. 
We will receive other visions 
of Jesus as we go through 
Revelation, but what we 
needed to see first is Jesus 
WITH us! We don’t need any-
thing MORE than to see Jesus 
more clearly. He wants to 
touch us for a second time 
and allow us to get a much 
bigger (and better) picture of 
Him! 

 Let this one point be clear. When we see the 
church, does it give us a better picture of Jesus? OR, 
when we see Jesus does it give us a better mission as 
the church? I agree that the church should allow peo-
ple to see Jesus more clearly, but I also believe we 
are not doing as well at that as we could because we 
are not seeing Jesus all that clearly ourselves. The 
Lord and Savior of YOUR life longs to walk with you 
and talk with you. Are you somewhere listening? 
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AUGUST & SEPTEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 

FAMILY FUN DAY PHOTOS 

 

YOUTH CORNER 

Thank you Ethen 

Karraker for man-

ning the Ice Cream 

Sundae Bar at our 

Wednesday night 

meal September 

05th! 



 ELDER’S CORNER 
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It happens about this time every year... the "Crossing of the Wooly Worm". 

That's a funny I made up but you know what I mean. If you've paid attention 

at all while riding in or driving a car you've surely noticed them crossing the 

road. 

They have a "calling" in them to become something beautiful. Soon they will 

build a cocoon where for the next 1 to 3 weeks they will live and then 

emerge from it having been transformed into a wonderfully exquisite Tiger 

Moth... another of our Creators' masterpiece unfolding right in our midst. 

When I drive, and if I happen to see one crossing the road, I make an effort 

to not run over them... safety first though. The reason is simple. While 

they're "out there" they're exposed to dangers and one of those dangers is 

having that calling ended abruptly by being squashed.  I'd rather enjoy them 

the way God intended rather than not all. 

They're successful crossing reminds me of people who come to our church 

for the first time. Sometimes they're searching for a church family to belong 

to and other times they might be searching for a place where the people in-

side live out the words they hear being preached to them on Sunday morn-

ing. 

They're dangerous exposure reminds me of a new Christian who just put on 

Christ but has no one to guide them further, left on their own you might say. 

It reminds me of those who initiate a plan or program to do something good 

for the community, only to find they have no support after all. It reminds me 

of those who are trying to belong and want to make friends but they hear an 

unkind word or a snide remark is spoken or they've overheard gossip about 

others they care about. 

Just as a wooly worm is exposed in an unfamiliar place and subjected to the 

many dangers that lie in wait, so are the people who offer their hands, feet, 

and their heart for the service of Jesus and his church, who may become 

trampled on with an unkindness that squashes any hope... and maybe even 

destroying the "calling" they hoped to have with Jesus. 

You don't have to drive like me to think about those things and you don't 

have to dodge wooly worms but Jesus commands us to love our neighbor (us 

and them) as we would love ourselves. So would we even consider being 

unkind or inconsiderate to ourselves? I think not. 

James talks about the tongue in chapter 3 and his conclusion is since salt and 

fresh water cannot come from the same spring, our words then, should al-

ways be as if they were drawn from the spring where the fresh water flows. 

It will change us and build up others... not destroy them.     

                                                                                                                             

Mike 
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Legacies Of Love 
brother (my uncle) died just 

weeks later. It was in that tragic 

season that my great-

grandmother pointed my mother 

to Jesus and the comfort only He 

can give. 

Paul wrote Timothy, “I am re-

minded of your sincere faith, 

which first lived in your grand-

mother Lois and in your mother 

Eunice and, I am persuaded, now 

lives in you also” (2 Timothy 

1:5). Faith isn’t inherited, but it 

is shared. Timothy’s mother and 

I was paging through my great-

grandmother’s Bible when a treas-

ure fell into my lap. On a small 

scrap of paper, in a young child’s 

handwriting, were the words, 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are they that mourn: for 

they shall be comfort-

ed” (Matthew 5:3–4 kjv). Scrib-

bled beside those verses in wob-

bly cursive was my mother’s sig-

nature. 

My great-grandmother had a habit 

of teaching her grandchildren to 

write out Scripture verses so they 

would learn them and take them to 

heart. But the story behind this 

verse brought tears to my eyes. My 

grandfather died when my mother 

was very young, and her little 

Helping people become fully devoted, involved    
followers of Christ, grounded in faith, known by 
love and a voice of hope. 

grandmother shared their faith with 

him, and he believed.   

When we encourage those close to us 

to have hope in Jesus, we offer them 

a legacy of love. Through a simple 

note, my mother left evidence of my 

great-grandmother’s love for her 

Savior and her family. Oh, to share 

Him with those who come after us! 

  

Thank You for those who shared 

Your love with me, Father. Please 

help me to point others to Your sal-

vation today.  
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