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Wood Splitting 
 I truly enjoy splitting wood all year long. I 
know Fall is the traditional time for this activity, but I 
try to sneak it in all year long when I can. In the dead 
of Winter it is too cold to break that much of a sweat 
every day; Ms. Tammie does NOT allow me to get 
sick. Then in the Spring there are far more immediate 
and pressing details that require a handy-man’s 
attention. Of course, in the Summer it is too hot to 
get very much of it done before wearing out. Still, 
even before wood season begins, I already have 
enough for us to use. I will still dedi-
cate much time this Fall to felling 
trees, gathering wood, and splitting it 
to useful sizes.  Even though I already 
have enough wood, I will gladly put 
much time into making more. NOT be-
cause I am a traditionalist, but because 
I WANT to do so.  

 I am definitely a traditionalist in 
the tool I prefer to split wood—the old 
double bit axe. I help people put up a 
lot of wood (that’s just how much I en-
joy it). They often have an hydraulic 
splitter and insist I try it out. When I use one, I am far 
more exhausted after splitting a cord of wood than if 
I had used the axe.  I don’t believe the hydraulics 
save much time either.  There are many ways to skin 
a log. On difficult  pieces, I will occasionally use a 
maul or a wedge. But I can usually get hard logs split 
with a good axe. Even if another tool were faster and 
less  laborious, I would stick with my double bit axe. 
It’s not because it is what I know, it is because I favor 
it. 

 Since I derive great satisfaction and relaxation 

from wood splitting, I always have more at my house 
than I can use in a winter. Last year I had a three year 
supply, but by winter’s end it was gone. Most of the 
extra went to an elderly lady, the rest to various peo-
ple at different times for multitudes of reasons. It 
was not a burden for me to share the fruit of my la-
bor. It was a joy! Besides, that simply required me to 
do more of what I want to do. Please do not throw 
me in that brier patch! 

 For the past three years I have had an even 
greater love for splitting wood. After a 
hard day at work, my lovely wife enjoys 
relaxing in front of a fire during the 
winter months. So, we heat the house 
with wood, but of greater worth we get 
the pleasure  of sitting together around 
a fire. We unwind and bond while 
burning the wood I love to split.  Seeing 
her smile makes every swing of the axe 
far more pleasurable than ever before.   

 By now, you might be thinking, 
“Phil, this is nice and all, but, frankly, so 
what.” In and of itself, this might not 

appear to be worthy of publication here. Borrowing a 
phrase from the Apostle Paul, this is a great mystery, 
but I am not speaking of axes and wood, I am speak-
ing of Jesus and His people, the Church.  Jesus, a car-
penter, handled one last piece of wood for us. He 
was always about this work even while doing some-
thing else. He did it because He loves us! He did it to 
share his love with others. He took on the work no 
one else would or could do and He loved it. His great-
est joy comes when we deeply and truly appreciate 
this. He ever lives to intercede for me—and you! 



2 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

HERRIN HOUSE OF HOPE FUN DAY 

Herrin, IL, September 9, 2018 – The Herrin House of Hope will host the 7th annual Family Fun Day Benefit 

celebrating our 6 years of operation and service to the Herrin Community on Sunday, September 9 in the Herrin 

City Park from 12:30-6:00p.m. Family Fun Day is a family-oriented celebration of the Herrin community and 

their commitment to helping people in need. Bands, Worship Teams, Choruses and music teams from the Herrin 

area of local churches & community organizations will perform throughout the afternoon at the Herrin Park band 

shell in the heart of the Herrin City Park. There is no admission charge for the event or parking fees. Our Food 

court will open up at 12:00 noon, and we invite everyone to come out after church and enjoy lunch and dinner on 

the grounds from our various vendors who are all donating the total proceeds to benefit the Herrin House of 

Hope. We keep the prices family-friendly, while also donating all the proceeds to feed those in need through the 

House of Hope. The main stage program will get started at 12:30p.m. this year with the national anthem, presen-

tation of the colors and an opening prayer, and then we will have a variety of music all throughout the afternoon 

on our main stage. Our music this year will feature: Herrin High School Band with the opening National Anthem 

and other great music along with an appearance of the Herrin High School Dance Team. The afternoon’s main 

stage will continue throughout the afternoon with the music of Dustin & Kaylee Griffith from West Monroe St. 

Apostolic Church, The Worship Band from Herrin First Baptist, Community of Faith Church, First Church of 

God, Nu-Lyfe, Southern Illinois Worship Center, Herrin First Christian Church, Christian Life Church and Ex-

hale Worship. There is also an incredible silent auction and cake walk that is always a blast and raises great 

funds for the House of Hope. The year as always will feature a Children’s Fun Zone and family-friendly Adult 

activities throughout the day. These activities will include children’s games, pony rides, bounce houses and so 

much more for the kids. Family Fun Day brings together local organization, businesses, area churches and Herrin 

Restaurants serving delicious food, desserts and drinks, all for one purpose to make Herrin an even better place 

to live as we work together to provide resource to fund the next year of operation at the Herrin House of Hope. 

This year, we will be featuring these great food vendors as part of our day: Sergio’s Mexican, Joe’s Place, Mar-

low’s Authentic Italian, Community of Faith Church BBQ Heroes, Herrin 1st Baptist- Dogs, Brats & Burgers, 

Funnel Cakes by House of Hope Team, Harvest Time Shake-ups, OLMC Drink Booth, Herrin Church of Christ 

Dessert Paradise, and more.  

All the proceeds of the day will go to help support the ministry of the Herrin House of Hope. The Herrin House 

of Hope is celebrating its 6-year anniversary of service to the Herrin Community.  

Have you ever read the book of Revelation and wonder 

what you just read and pondered the hidden meanings.  If 

so, join us on Wednesday night at 6:30pm for a study of 

Revelation taught by Phil Nuernberger.  The first two 

nights have been an introduction.  Now we’ll begin to 

break it down and learn what the writer is describing.  

The class is meeting in the activity room. 



 ELDER’S CORNER 
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Have you ever in your quiet time, maybe in the middle of the night, had your mind just 

slip into neutral and you begin to wonder “What if”?  We all do that, some more than 

others. We call that day dreaming.  But it happens to all of us.  Sometimes it happens 

with intent, other times it’s maybe involuntary.   

You start by “what if” I chose a different direction with my education and career path.  

Most folks wonder what life would be if only that were different.  How about the broken 

relations with old girl or boy friend?    

Living gives each of us opportunities. Therefore we must always make decisions.  Each 

day we make hundreds of decisions, most of which are not world changing but with time, 

there are those that affect your life and lives of others in a monumental way.  

As parents we wonder “what if” I did this or that, would their lives be better.  Did I make 

the proper decision in the direction I sent them?  Did I teach them God’s word in a posi-

tive way?  Did I live as an example?   Have you wondered “what if” there were times I 

should have used more discipline and times less?  “What if” moments are not always 

decisions we made in the past.  It happens to us every day.  There are times within mo-

ments, hours or even days that the question “what if” shows itself.   

I believe Christians were given the spirit at our new birth for the purpose of considering 

and reconsidering the decisions we make in our lives allowing us to pause and ask “what 

if” and with an honest and truthful heart can do repentance. 

On a fateful November day in 1942, the USS Juneau would be struck not once but twice 

by a Japanese torpedo near the ammunition magazines.  Believing there were no survi-

vors, captain of the nearby USS Helena ordered his ship to continue to the base.  Howev-

er, about 100 crew members aboard the Juneau survived the attack, many of whom were 

wounded and were left in the shark infested water.  Under orders not to break radio si-

lence, headquarters was not notified of the USS Juneau’s demise.  Eight days later, head-

quarters finally ordered a search for survivors and only ten were found.  It wasn’t the 

death of 687 crew that made the USS Juneau famous, but five brothers, George, Albert, 

Francis, Joseph, and Madison, “The Fighting Sullivan Brothers” who became symbols of 

heroic sacrifice. 

What does this story have to do with the subject of “what if”?  It isn’t about the USS Ju-

neau but the USS Helena and the decision the captain made to return to base believing 

there were no survivors.  How would that decision effect your sleep if you were the cap-

tain?  We all make major decisions, many affecting only ourselves, others affecting 

many. It behooves us to be diligent in preparing ourselves with the right information, 

allowing us to have a belief that’s not on feeling and emotions but upon concrete truth. 

I’m not interested in what information the captain of the USS Helena had to base his de-

cision on but I am interested in making sure that our decision about our eternal destiny is 

based upon grounded information. 

Paul said in Romans 1:16 the gospel is that information which we need.  Isn’t it great that 

all those wrong turns you made in life can be made right “only in the Lord”! 

By the way, St. Patrick’s Day, 2018, the USS Juneau was discovered in the south Pacific 

2.6 miles below the surface and remains the grave of nearly 600 young men. 

                                                                                           Cecil 
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The House on the Rock 
Jesus shared a parable about wise 

and foolish builders to illustrate 

the folly of not listening to Him 

(Luke 6:46–49). Those who hear 

and obey His words are like the 

person who builds a house on a 

firm foundation, unlike those 

who hear but ignore His words. 

Jesus assured His listeners that 

when the storms come, their 

house would stand. Their faith 

would not be shaken. 

When a flood came, the torrent struck 

that house but could not shake it, be-

cause it was well built. Luke 6:48  

After living in their house for sev-

eral years, my friends realized that 

their living room was sinking—

cracks appeared on the walls and a 

window would no longer open. 

They learned that this room had 

been added without a foundation. 

Rectifying the shoddy workman-

ship would mean months of work 

as builders laid a new foundation. 

They had the work done, and when 

I visited them afterwards, I could-

n’t see much difference (although 

the cracks were gone and now the 

window opened). But I understood 

that a solid foundation matters. 

This is true in our lives as well. 

Helping people become fully devoted, involved    
followers of Christ, grounded in faith, known by 
love and a voice of hope. 

We can find peace knowing that as 

we listen to and obey Jesus, He forms 

a strong foundation for our lives. We 

can strengthen our love for Him 

through reading the Bible, praying, 

and learning from other Christians. 

Then when we face the torrents of 

rain lashing against us—whether 

betrayal, pain, or disappointment—

we can trust that our foundation is 

solid. Our Savior will provide the 

support we need. 

Lord God, I want to build my house 

on a rock. Help me to know that 

my solid foundation rests in You, 

with Your Word giving me wisdom 

and strength.  
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