
May, 2014 

Last month, we reported that we were in discussions with Bro. Joe Morell, pastor of Flatwoods MBC in 
Mountain View, AR, regarding assistance he might be able to provide the SIMBSS.  Anyone who knows Bro. 
Morell, knows he has ‘hands-on’ experience in planting a seminary on foreign soil.  Not only that, he has 
made countless trips abroad with short-term teaching teams, which have had great success.  Therefore, we 
value his insight and input. 

On May 19-20 I attended the annual pre-association meeting of the Standing Missionary Committee in 
Texarkana.  Bro. Morell and I met after the meeting on the 19th to discuss the needs of the brethren and 
churches in the Solomon Islands.  Along with Bro. Maxie Haynes, also from Flatwoods MBC, we had a great 
discussion concerning curriculum and short-term teaching teams.   

Without elaborating a lot, the Solomon Island churches desire a man to live among them, and direct the daily 
operations of the SIMBSS.  Obviously, in order for that to take place, God is going to have to call a man to 
that task. We simply do not believe it is God’s will for us to sit idle during this period of transition, therefore, 
these short-term teaching teams will essentially begin as a temporary means of instruction for the SIMBSS.  If 
it turns out that it isn’t God’s will for another man to move to the Solomon Islands, then we won’t have to 
look back at a lot of wasted time. 

All that said, Bro. Morell, myself, and others, will be meeting together again at the ABA Meeting in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan with the objective of concreting some plans for the teaching teams, curriculum, and 
schedules.  In our first discussion, we were unified in the idea that a team needs to go sometime after 
September 1, 2014.  It goes without saying, but there are countless details that must be worked out, so 
please forgive my brevity.  I’d rather provide you with one accurate report of our intentions, than have to 
continue restating them. 

On a different note, our monthly support lagged a bit during the month of May, which honestly, was not a 
great surprise.  We pray it will rebound next month so that we can continue paying off the expenses we 
incurred moving Bro. & Sis. Mitchell to the Solomon Islands, as well as those we incurred moving them back 
home earlier this year.  Please take a look at the attached financial report, and if possible, help us out by 
continuing your monthly support.  If you are not regularly supporting the work, please consider a one-time 
offering to help us retire the debt, so we’ll be ready when its time for the first short-term teaching trip.  We 
believe the SIMBSS should pay all, or at least part of, the expenses the teaching teams will incur in their 
service for the SIMBSS. 

Finally, Bro. Mitchell recently accepted the call to be pastor of the Holly Creek MBC in Dierks, AR.  We are 
glad to announce that he’ll be traveling to Grand Rapids with us, and will be spending some time in the 
SIMBSS booth.  Please stop by and see us! 
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