
 

On January 13, 1984, President Ronald Reagan issued a proclamation               

designating January 22 as the first National Sanctity of Human Life Day 

(January 22, 1973, was the day the U.S. Supreme Court legalized                  

abortion-on-demand in all 50 states). Churches around the United States use 

the day to celebrate God's gift of life, commemorate the many lives lost to abor-

tion, and commit themselves to protecting human life at every stage. Churches 

continue to recognize the third Sunday in January as Sanctity of Human Life 

Sunday, which this year will be January 17. 

 Incidence of Abortion 

In Tennessee… 

10,880 abortions took place in 2018. 

This figure includes 893 residents of other states representing 8% of all              

abortions performed in TN. 

The total number is a .65% increase from 10,810 abortions in 2017. 

 

Among TN residents… 

there were 9,987 reported abortions in 2018, an 15.64% increase 

from 8,636 resident abortions in 2017. Since 1973 (the year of the U.S.                   

Supreme Court decision legalizing abortion) 652,487 Tennessee babies  have died from abortion. 

(Updated June 2020 using 2018 data provided by the TN Dept. of Health, Division of Policy, Planning and Assessment - 

Health Statistics taken from http://health.tn.gov/statistics/ITOP.htm). 
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National Numbers 

 

Currently, there are about 

862,320 

abortions in America each year. 

 

From 1973-2018 

61,628,584 

babies died from abortion. 

2021 

S A N C T I T Y  O F  H U M A N  L I F E  S U N D A Y  ( S O H L S )  

1:8 Ratio of abortions to live births among TN residents 

11% of resident pregnancies ended in abortion in 2018. 
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Seventeen fruit baskets were    

delivered to our homebound                

members on Thursday,                              

December 17. 

 

The CITA Class, the Children’s 

Dept., along with several others,               

enjoyed Christmas 

Caroling at Magnolia 

Creek  Nursing Home 

on  December 6. One 

hundred ten gift bags 

filled with the resi-

dents’ favorite candy 

were given out. 

 

After hearing Gover-

nor Lee‘s executive 

order 70 and TBMB 

Director Randy Davis last week on 

limiting in person gatherings to 

10 people and encourag-

ing  churches to meet virtually for 

the next 30 days, I think it is in 

the best interest to cancel our Big 

Hatchie WMU Quarterly Meeting 

on January 12, 2021. However, 

we want to still promote the Mis-

sion Project to collect prepack-

aged snacks for Dyersburg State                 

students through our BCM. The 

following are suggested snacks:    
                                   

 (IDEAS - Trail Mix 
  Pop Tarts 
  Microwave Popcorn 
  Cheese Crackers 
  Cookies 
    Chips / Pretzels 

  Little Debbie-oatmeal 
  cookies…etc) 
  Nuts 
  Pretzels 
  Cereal Bars 
  Candy 
  Gum 
  Mints 
  Peanut Butter      
   Crackers 
  Cheez-its) 
 

Other WMU News/
Events:  

 Gracie Brown is  scheduled to 

leave for Ecuador in early     

January with the World Race 

(has raised $13,750 of final 

goal of $15,800). 

 TN WMU Scholarships for              

students attending undergradu-

ate colleges in TN or Southern 

Baptist Seminaries for the 

2021-22 academic year:               

Deadline January 25                                

F R O M  H A R R I E T  C A N N O N :  

WMU News! 

The Seniors Adults will meet 

on Thursday, January 14 at 

10:30 am. Soup/Chili will be 

provided, and our guest 

speaker will be Zack Walker. 

The Church Council passed 

a recommendation at their 

December Meeting to begin 

having quarterly Council 

meetings the week before 

our quarterly business meet-

ings instead of monthly 

council meetings. The next 

Quarterly Business Meeting 

is February 14, 2021. This 

means we will need to do a 

good job communicating 

with one another as to what 

is going on since we will not 

be meeting monthly. This 

recommendation does not 

preclude calling a meeting if 

needed.  

Our Missions emphasis this month is the Teddy Evans 

Mission Fund. This fund exists to assist church mem-

bers and groups in the Big Hatchie Baptist Association 

go on mission trips and be witnesses in our nation and 

to the ends of the earth. Several people in our congre-

gation have benefitted from this fund. Please pray and 

give as the Lord leads you (Brochures on the Teddy 

Evans Mission Fund are available on the literature  

table In the Family Life Center. 

TEDDY EVANS MISSION FUND 
for January 

CITA Meeting 

Monday, January 4, 2021                    

6:30 pm at church 

Teresa Elam (host) 

Sunday, February 7                                     

at 3:45 pm 

FLC Dining Room 



 

COUNTERS & NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 

 2 Lori Beth Belk 
 7 Wyatt Marcy 
 13 Reed Chipman, Johnnie Butterly, Ali Dunn 
 15 Daniel Dykes 
 16 Gary Stafford, Owen Cochran 
 17 Anna Dale Simpson 
 25 Teresa Elam 
 26 Courtney Howard 
 28 Joe Elam, Josie Harrison, Gabriel Patrick 
   31  Dominick Harris 

 We extend our love and sympathy to the 

family of Florence Fee, sister to Ellen               

Newman & Roger Ralph here at Oak Grove. 

May the Lord grant them peace and comfort 

during this sad and difficult time.  

Dale Armstrong,           
Harriet Cannon,            
Carolyn Jones  

Kathy Reeder, Melissa 
Chipman, Amber 
Deverell 

Roger Ralph, Ron 
Cooke, Mike Howard 
 

Ellen Newman, Sandra 
Howard, Janet Wilson 
 

Teresa Elam, Jessica 
Howard, Kelli Cousar  
 

  J A N .  3   

  J A N .  3 1   

  J A N .  1 0   

J A N .  1 7  

  J A N .  2 4   

Carolyn Hadley                     
Laurie Van Cleve  

 

Olivia Brown                   
Elaine Anderson 

 

Kathy Reeder                    
Drew Reeder 

 

Jan Bringle                         
Harriet Cannon 

 

Marjorie Goforth                     
Sandra Howard                

 

  J A N .  3   

  J A N .  1 0   

J A N .  1 7  

  J A N .  2 4   

       J A N .  3 1   

3 youth have made professions of faith 

and were baptized on Sunday,                          

December 20, 2020—Brodie Bryant, 

Wyatt Marcy, and Gabriel Patrick. 



 

Missions Update 
The Best Family 

Starts back 

WEDNESDAY , 

January 6, 2021 

5:30-7:45 pm 

The following is a portion of the December newsletter 

from the Bests: 

NEW PLANS FOR GETTING BACK TO CHILE! 

As you all know, we have been working hard to get 

back to Chile with frustrating results. Because of the 

continuing difficult situation in 

the world with COVID-19, we are 

going to stop struggling and al-

low the Lord to direct our paths 

in His perfect timing. Our updat-

ed (tentative and flexible) plan 

for getting back on the field in 

Chili is to return full-time on or 

before March 1st, 2022.  

When we left, we thought our 

time in the US would only be a 

month or two. However, as the 

pandemic has continued, we 

have had to adjust our timeframe for getting back. 

Chile is just now beginning to open up to tourists, but 

requests for residency visas are still a few months 

out. Our tentative plans now are to remain here on 

furlough (Stateside Assignment) at the Missionary 

Residence in Columbia, Mississippi for all of 2021. 

During that time, we will continue to assist online 

with tutoring Bible Institute students and relating to 

the church plant in Antofagasta. We will work on part-

nerships with churches and individuals, sharing the 

critical needs and work in Chile and highlighting 

some of the local pastors, churches, and national 

missionaries. Please be in prayer 

about this great need for us.  

We have lost some of our sup-

porters due to the pandemic. To 

return to Chile, we will need to 

increase our support team. We 

would love to include you on our 

team and are looking for part-

ners who can partner with us for 

at least $25 a month (please 

see our Website below). Our goal 

is to speak at least once a 

month in US churches during 

2021. We also want to make at least 2 overseas mis-

sion trips of about 2 weeks each. In the meantime, 

the institute is making plans to have all on-line clas-

ses this next year, so we will continue in our roles as 

tutors and teachers even while we are stateside. 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT WORSHIP is back—January 6, 2021 

 

YOUTH BIBLE STUDY 

High School /College Bible Study: Every Tuesday from 6:45 to 8:30 pm 

at the Dykes house  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                  

Sign up for Generate Camp 

Lake of the Ozarks, MO 

June 21-25 

$50 Deposit due by January 13, 2021 

(if participant paid full $150 deposit in 2020 for camp, talk to Daniel by 

January 13) 

2021 



 

                                               

The story of the Magi is our story. God 

has used his supernatural means to draw 

us unto himself. … On one glorious day, 

when we were exhausted and   wearied 

in our sin, God led us to gaze upon Jesus 

just as the Magi did. We see the glory of 

God manifested through Jesus Christ in the internal 

work of the Holy Spirit. We see our utter sinfulness and 

God’s abounding grace offered in the Messiah. We are 

filled with joy as this grace sinks into our hearts. 

We fall down on our knees and confess our need of this 

Messiah. We worship him and offer up our lives as our 

greatest offering to him. Then we continue on in our 

lives, carrying the truth about the Messiah. 

—Travis Cunningham, tvcresources.net 

 

                                               
Still searching for a New Year’s reso-

lution? None is more worthy than             

becoming Christ-like. In fact, 19th-

century evangelist Henry Drummond 

calls it “the only thing in the whole 

world worth caring for.” 

Two modern-day authors offer more insights. Stormie 

Omartian points out that we’re either making progress 

or backsliding on this goal. “There is no neutral position 

in the Lord,” she writes. “You are either becoming more 

like Christ every day or you’re becoming less like him.” 

And followers of Jesus must keep the goal always in 

focus. Christ-likeness is our “eventual destination,” 

writes Rick Warren, but the “journey will last a lifetime.” 
 
                                
 

                                               

 

John Newton (1725-1807), author of “Amazing Grace,” 

wrote: “We may easily manage if we will only take, each 

day, the burden appointed for it. But the load will ... be 

too heavy for us, if we carry yesterday's burden over 

again today, and then add tomorrow’s.” This maxim 

might be easy to dismiss unless we knew about                  

Newton’s troubled life. 

Having been pressed into naval service and then                

slavery, Newton was finally rescued but became a slave

-ship captain. He faced abuse, contemplated murder-

suicide, suffered a stroke and was caught in a storm. 

When he cried out to God, the waves subsided, prompt-

ing a spiritual conversion for Newton, who became a 

priest and abolitionist. 

We never know how God will transform our sinful past 

into future good, but we can trust he will. That adds 

power to Newton’s advice, which echoes Jesus’ words: 

“Sufficient for the day is its own trouble” (Matthew 

6:34, ESV). 

 
 
 

Often we want to be able to see into the future. We say, 

“How will next year be for me? Where will I be five or 10 

years from now?” There are no answers to these ques-

tions. Mostly we have just enough light to see the next 

step — what we have to do in the coming hour or the 

following day. 

The art of living is to enjoy what we can see and not 

complain about what remains in the dark. When we are 

able to take the next step with the trust that we will 

have enough light for the step that follows, we can walk 

through life with joy and be surprised at how far we go. 

Let's rejoice in the little light we carry and not ask for 

the great beam that would take all our shadows away.  

—Henri Nouwen, Bread for the Journey 

The Magi’s story — and ours 

An ongoing goal 

Sufficient for the day 

Live in the light 


