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This is a picture I took of the Necropolis 
on the eastern side of Jerusalem.  A necrop-
olis is literally a “city of the dead”.   This par-
ticular “city” actually began as a cemetery in 
the Mount of Olives and for three millennium 
Jews bones have been interred here.  Two 
thousand years ago there were thousands 
less graves here and yet Jesus still stood at 
the top of the Mount looking down over an 
orchard of Olive trees and hundreds of 
graves and wept for the city of Jerusalem.   

Surely, if not for the Resurrection, a year 
after his body had been placed in the garden 
tomb, Jesus’ bones- all that remained of him- 
would have been moved as was the custom 
of the day and placed within one of these 
“beautiful white washed graves”.   

Instead, the tomb was empty three days 
later.  Jesus stood and spoke and lived 
again.  He appeared to his disciples, first the 
women, then the men and the rest.  He ate 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 with them, some touched him.  Jesus spoke 
with many, the men on the road to Emmaus, 
Peter beside the sea.  He explained scrip-
tures to them and gave them opportunities to 
accept his forgiveness.  Jesus continued to 
be with his people for 40 days after he was 
supposed to have been eliminated from the 
face of the Earth. 

These 40 days after Easter Sunday 
morning are what we call the Easter Season.  
It is a time of celebration and renewal of our 
joy.  It is a time of encouragement; and in our 
part of the world, it is a time of spring and 
literal rebirth of the plants and trees that sur-
round us.  Christians celebrate during this 
time of year that nothing, not even death, can 
defeat the love of God through Christ.  The 
love that Christ made sure we understand is 
meant for all of us. 

Having this Easter perspective in mind, 
one thing that I notice when I look at the pic-
ture of the necropolis is, even though it spar-
kles white in the bright sunlight, there is 
nothing living there.  There are no longer 
groves of Olive trees where Jesus took time 
to pray.  Now there is only the sterile rock 
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and the lack of breath of those who still await 
their Messiah. 

I remember holding my breath in order to 
hold the camera perfectly still for a clearly fo-
cused image.  Then I remember, as soon as 
I snapped the shot, I exhaled and took in an-
other deep breath gratefully.  Now, as we en-
ter into the Easter season once again, 
please take the time to enjoy your very 
breath, knowing that we are not waiting on 
our Messiah.  Our Messiah has come and 
will come again and until that time, we are 
deeply loved, forgiven, called and encour-
aged.  Praise God! 

Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen, indeed!  YeeHaw! 

 

     Pastor Kathleen  
 
 
 

 
 

*Mt. Olive: you can send your offering to this 
mailing address: Aleck Beeman, 136 Indian 
Lake Rd., Winchester, VA 22603. When you 
send a check, please contact Bonnie Anderson 
(540-877-0267) and let her know you sent a 
check for your offering. 

 

*Relief: you can send a check to Elwanda 
Luttrell: 113 Kern Circle, Stephens City, VA 
22655. Also, let John Simpson (540-409-1167) 
or James Douglas (540-667-8205) know you 
sent a check. 

 
 

LECTIONARY FOR APRIL 
 

April 1st   Holy Thursday 
Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14,  

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
and John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

April 2nd   Good Friday 
Isaiah 52:13-53-12, Psalm 22, 

Hebrews 10:16-25 and John 18:1-19:42 
 

April 3rd   Holy Saturday 
Job 14:1-14, Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16,  
1 Peter 4:1-8, Matthew 27:57-66  

or John 19:38-42 
 

April 4th   Easter Day 
Acts 10:34-43, Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24,  

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 and John 20:1-18  
or Mark 16:1-8 

 
April 11th   2nd Sunday of Easter 

Acts 4:32-35, Psalm 133,  
1 John 1:1-2:2 and John 20:19-31 

 
April 18th   3rd Sunday of Easter 

Acts 3:12-19, Psalm 4,  
1 John 3:1-7 and Luke 24:36b-48 

 
April 25th   4th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 4:5-12, Psalm 23,  
1 John 3:16-24 and John 10:11-18 

 
May 2   5th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 8:26-40, Psalm 22:25-31, 
1 John 4:7-21 and John 15:1-8 
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MT. OLIVE UMC NEWS 
 

“Where We GOT FAITH! 
And so can you!” 

327 Mount Olive Road 
Winchester, VA 22602 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES AT MT. OLIVE 
Worship Service: 9:30 am 
Sunday School: 10:45 am   

  

Missions for April 
 

Missions will be collecting for two organ-
izations (Bright Futures and The Laurel 
Center) during the month of April. Donations 
may be dropped off at the church shelter any 
time. On Saturday, April 24th, Angie and/or 
Donna will be at the shelter from 10:00 to 
11:00 am to collect items. If you have any 
questions, call Angie at (540) 678-1500.  

We will be collecting for the Bright Fu-
tures program the following items: individ-
ual cereals, pop tarts, oatmeal, soups, 
spaghetti, macaroni and cheese, chili, 
tuna, jello cups, granola bars, popcorn, 
vegetables, fruit, fruit juice and milk. 
Please remember all items should be able to 
be separated into single servings. 

We will be collecting for The Laurel Cen-
ter the following items: bottled water, juice 
boxes, and individually wrapped snacks 
for children. 

—Angie 

 

 
 

Please join us for our Prayer Group on 
Wednesday, April 14th and April 28th.  

Everyone is welcome to participate.  

  
 

4/02 Charlie Anderson 
4/04 Steve Cuccio 

4/05 Lillian (Lily) Strosnider 
4/08 Chris Newlin 

4/14 Michael Strosnider 
4/19 David Hernandez 

4/25 Penny Angell 
 

 
 

4/03 Steve & Angie Cuccio 
 

 

 
 

Wouldn’t you like to help the girls of a 
third country make a little bit of subsistence 
money?  It’s easy to do.  Really! 

If you have any gently worn but service-
able and clean bras, you can help them and 
at the same time, clean out your lingerie 
drawer. 

Donna Sheets will take any that you 
bring and will make sure they get to the place 
where they can be packaged up and sent to 
the girls in the third world along with dona-
tions from like-minded people. 

Thank you so much for participating and 
supporting this mission. 

—Donna 
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Mt. Olive UMC  
Young Adults Group 

 
It has been quite a while and we are 

slowly getting back on track. We have defi-
nitely missed everyone and pray all has 
fared well so far. We have decided to have 
our first meeting of the year on the 2nd 
Wednesday in April which is April 14th at 6:30 
pm. We will be reserving the back room at 
Hayfield Restaurant. Please RSVP so that 
we can be sure to have enough seating.  

Please be sure to bring your masks 😊 

Future meetings will be held on the second 
Wednesday of the month at a new location 
each time. For information on the location 
and times, please contact Kelsey Omps 540-
532-3884 kelseyjomps@icloud.com or 
Brenda Streit 540-931-1785 b_new-
pher21@live.com 
  Not too much to report other that in De-
cember, the Adult Youth Group was able to 
provide gifts for four (4) angels from the Sal-
vation Angel Tree. We had a great group that 
are tremendously good at getting the most 
for their money. We divided up into four 
groups and purchased gifts for two girls and 
two boys. What an outstanding mission that 
really touched the hearts of the children and 
their families. We hope to be able to continue 
in our ministry full force soon so keep your 
eyes and ears open for future events! 

The Mt. Olive Youth/Young Adults Group 
will again be offering their Scholarship for 
$300. All seniors from the churches, both Mt. 
Olive and Relief, should submit a short essay 
on “How the church has made an impact on 
your life” no later than May 28th, 2021. Be 
sure to include at the top: your name, what 
school(s) you are looking at or will be attend 

ing along with what career path you are pur-
suing. You will be required read your essay 
to the congregation. 
 Please email them to:  

B _ newpher21@live.com     

The Church is the soil and the children 

are the crop . . .  Thanks for helping them 

grow! 

 
 
 

GOD’S PROMISE OF SPRING 
 

 Is there anything more miraculous than 
springtime? Here in our Shenandoah Valley 
we’re blessed with all four seasons of the 
year. Summer is full of sunshine, warmth  
evening thunderstorms and that sweet smell 
of wet grass. Fall is a riot of color, shorter 
days, and those first crisp nights. We breathe 
a collective sign as the outdoor chores slow 
down. Lovely winter brings the first snowfall, 
working jigsaw puzzles at the kitchen table 
by the coziness of the wood stove and of 
course Christmas. Oh, but spring! It never 
creases to amaze me how the cold drab 
ground seemingly overnight springs forth. 
The small points of the daffodil leaves are 
the first to appear and they quickly turn into 
a sea of yellow. The peepers in the ponds 
commence with their cheerful chorus. Soon 
the trees will bud and bloom bringing the 
bees and soon after, the hummingbirds ar-
rive from their long journey. 

 This year as the earth awakens in all our 
glory, let us rejoice in God’s promise of 
spring. Have a joy filled Easter. 

—Tina Evans 

mailto:kelseyjomps@icloud.com
mailto:b_newpher21@live.com
mailto:b_newpher21@live.com
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RELIEF UMC NEWS 
 

 

“In Sharing, We Know Christ.” 
5275 Middle Road (Rt. 628) 

Six miles SW of Valley Avenue 
 

Sunday Services at Relief: 
Sunday School, 10:00 am 

 Worship, 11:00 am 
 
 

 
 

 Worship Offering 
 

2/28               $ 2,912 
3/07   28       $ 2,686 
3/14   25       $ 1,186 
3/21   25       $ 1,241 
 

Avg.   26       $ 2,006 
                              

Also received: 
C-CAP (February)                 $   30 
C-CAP    (March) $  30 
 
     

 
 

Dates for 2021 quarterly Council  
Meetings are below. 

 All meetings are at 6:30 pm 
 

Wednesday      April 7th  
Wednesday      July 7th  

Wednesday      October 6th  
(Subject to change due to  

Charge Conference) 
Wednesday      January 5th, 2022 

 

Meetings for now will be via zoom.  
The Link will be sent out to  

Relief Board members.   

 

 
 

4/02 Elwanda Luttrell 
4/03 Hannah Milhon 

4/06 Uta Alger 
4/07 Phyllis Snider 
4/14 Earl Luttrell 

4/16 Charles Boyd 
4/19 Carroll Messick 

4/22 Lynn Painter 
4/22 Joanna Smith 
4/22 Emily Swing 

4/24 Nick Campbell 
4/26 Lisa Milhon 

5/03 Kelly Boyd 
5/03 Nicholas Eaton 
5/03 Matthew Sipe 

 

 
4/11 Adrian & Joan Anderson 

4/20 Jim & Kim Huffman 
4/20 John & Robin Sweet 

4/20 Barnaby & Dale Watten 
4/24 Dave & Kathy Holliday 
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OUTREACH SPOTLIGHT — April 2021   
 

On Monday, March 15th, several mem-
bers of the mission team and others, pre-
pared and served approximately 40 people 
with the WATTS program and those working 
with the program from Macedonia United 
Methodist Church.  Those who helped with 
this mission event were: Eunice Musser, 
Debbie Fauble, Nat Painter, Alexis Swing, 
Earl Luttrell and Elwanda Luttrell.  The menu 
that is always popular with the group is meat-
loaf, parsley potatoes, green beans with 
corn, rolls, cole slaw, and apple dumplings. 

It is always rewarding when folks come 
back for seconds.   This year with the re-
strictions of Covid-19, we had to prepare the 
meal (which was prepared here at the 
church) and then taken and served at the Old 
First United Methodist Church on Braddock 
Street.  The only appetizers were salsa and 
chips and individually bags potato chips, etc.    

A special thanks to all who helped and 
endured with the convid-19 restrictions.  
Because of the covid-19 restrictions and 
space requirements, we haven’t been able to 

do any mission work with the Our Family 
Group which hasn’t been meeting.   
 

SUNSHINE CARDS — are made and signed 
by members of the congregations each 
month and sent to approximately 40 shut-ins, 
or “thinking of you” persons.  
 

C-CAP — I continue to represent the church 
on the C-CAP board. With so much unem-
ployment because of the covid-19 virus, the 
need for food in our area is great.  C-CAP is 
trying to help fill this gap as well as many 
other local organizations.   Saturday, March 
27th will be the Easter Give - Away.  This 
year, there will no Easter Baskets given.  
Each family will receive a box of food, which 
include ham, sweet potatoes and other food 
items as well as eggs, egg dye, and bags of 
Easter candy, such as Peeps, Jelly Beans, 
etc.  On behalf of the church, twelve boxes 
of pancake mix, twelve bottles of pancake 
syrup, and twelve large cans of yams, and 
several bags of Easter Candy were delivered 
to C-CAP.  Also, from the Mission budget, 
eight $25 gift cards to Walmart were pur-
chased to buy hams for the give-away.  Sev-
eral clothing giveaways days are scheduled.  
Earl and I will be working at C-CAP on April 
9th in helping to prepare for the clothing give-
away on April 10th.  
   

WVRS—The Point Christian Radio Station in 
Middletown is trying to raise money to up-
grade their computer system, so $200 was 
sent from the mission budget toward the pro-
ject. 
 

CONFERENCE KITS:  Since Annual Confer-
ence for 2021 will again be virtual, and there 
was so much confusion on the collection of 
conference kits last year, I am asking that 
money be donated to buy kit(s).  This money 
will be sent to UMCOR and they will pur-
chase the necessary items that go into the 
school kit ($11), the hygiene kit (12), or a 
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cleaning kit ($80).  Please mark your enve-
lope or check UMCOR and place along with 
offerings or give directly to Elwanda.  One 
check will be sent to conference for the kits.  
Money from the Mission budget will again be 
sent to conference for the annual Confer-
ence offering.  Details of this have not been 
received yet.    

We continue to collect eyeglasses and 
hearing aids for the local Lions Clubs. Your 
continued support is so much appreciated.  
Thank You and Be Safe.   

—Elwanda Luttrell, 
 Outreach Chair 

 

 
 

A special thanks to ALL who turned out 
on Wednesday morning to help clean and 
set up the Fellowship Hall and the Shelter, 
so that it can be used once again. We are 
looking forward to having the floors cleaned 
and waxed in the days ahead.  Many thanks 
to all.  As the old saying “Many hands make 
light work”.  This was true on Wednesday.  
Also, a special thanks to Eunice Musser who 
cleaned the kitchen, freezer, and both refrig-
erators before we prepared the WATTS din-
ner.  Again, many thanks to all.   

 

Joanie Anderson gave candy from the 
Nurture Committee to the Stephens City Fire 
Company for their Easter Basket/Food Give-
Away, which is being held this Saturday, 
March 28th.  

 

Thanks.  
 Elwanda Luttrell,  

Mission Chair and   
C-CAP representative  

 
 

 
. 

Please note new address for Esther Brill: 

PO Box 621, Dayton, VA 22821 
 
 
 

  

 
 

General Announcement:  One of Mt. Olive 

UMC’s members, Ana Mendoza, cleans 

houses for a living and due to the Pandemic 

has not had much work lately.  She is a hard 

worker and gives you a per cleaning rate 

based on house size.  If you or someone you 

know could use help keeping your home look-

ing nice, please contact Ana at 1-540-327-

2714.  She is happy to meet you and give you 

an estimate.  Thank you!  
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The deadline for our May/June 2021  
Neighborhood Gathering Newsletter is Mon-
day, April 26th. The May/June Newsletter will be 
available by Sunday, May 2nd. Please remember 
to get your dates in for the newsletter calendar. 

Please make an effort to put your church 
information in the newsletter. The newsletter will 
be on the Relief Website. If you have any sug-
gestions, etc., please feel free to let me know. 

Call the Relief Office at 869-5775, home 
phone (540) 465-4515 or email me at home: 
amitch@shentel.net                           —Brenda 

 
 
 
 

Mt. Olive Mailing address: 
327 Mt. Olive Road 

Winchester, VA 22602-1685 
Mt. Olive Church: (540) 877-3424 

Facebook: Mount Olive UMC 
Rev. Kathleen Haynes 

Email: kathleenhaynes@vaumc.org 
Pastor Cell Phone: 757-630-0027 

 
 

Relief Mailing address:  
 5275 Middle Road 

 Winchester, VA 22602-2788 
Relief UMC: (540) 869-5775 

Website: Reliefumc.com 
Rev. Kathleen Haynes 

Email: kathleenhaynes@vaumc.org 
Pastor Cell Phone: 757-630-0027 

 
 
 
 

EASTER JOY 
 

Jesus came to earth,  
To show us how to live, 
How to put others first, 

How to love and how to give. 
 

Then He set about His work, 
That God sent Him to do; 

He took our punishment on Himself; 
He made us clean and new. 

 
He could have saved Himself, 

Calling angels from above, 
But He chose to pay our price for sin; 

He paid it out of love. 
 

Our Lord died on Good Friday, 
But the cross did not destroy 

His resurrection on Easter morn 
That fills our hearts with joy. 

Now we know our earthly death, 
Like His, is just a rest. 

We'll be forever with Him 
In heaven, where life is best. 

 
So we live our lives for Jesus, 

Think of Him in all we do. 
Thank you Savior; Thank you Lord. 

Help us love like you! 
 

                                            By Joanna Fuchs 
—poemsource.com 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kathleenhaynes@vaumc.org
mailto:kathleenhaynes@vaumc.org

