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(to Abraham) 

God said:  
 

Take your son 

Isaac, your only 

one, whom you 

love, and go to the 

land of Moriah.  

THE  TIME  CAME 
 

While they were there, the time came for her to have her child, and she 

gave birth to her firstborn son.  She wrapped him in swaddling clothes 

and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I proclaim to you Good News of great joy 

for all the people  For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you who is Christ the 

Lord.  And this will be a sign for you:  you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and  

lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was a heavenly host with the angel, praising God and  

saying:  Glory to God in the Highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.    
Luke 2:6-7, 10-13                                                                               



Christmas  2021   
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 

 On Sunday, November 28, 2021, the First Sunday of Advent, we began to prepare to 

celebrate Christmas.  It was the Advent season, not the Christmas Season, and we were in  

anticipation of, preparing for, looking forward to Christmas.   
 

 We used various means to remind ourselves and our family of the meaning and the  

significance of Christmas:  The Advent wreath with the four candles signifying the Hope, 

Love, Joy, and Peace that God brings into our lives; an Advent calendar with its daily  

windows to help us to reflect upon aspects of our faith and to pray each day; setting some 

time aside after dinner on either a Monday, Wednesday or Friday, as members of our parish 

family, to share a passage from scripture or a spiritual reading book, knowing others were  

doing the same; and in these last few days of Advent we even learned about the meaning of 

the Great “O” Antiphons (prayed from the 17th  to the 23rd of December) and how the Latin 

first letters in reverse spell “ero cras” which means:   “Tomorrow. I Come.”   
 

 Well “Tomorrow” has come, and we are now celebrating what we have longed for 

these past several weeks, and even during the prior years of our journey.   Today we celebrate 

“Emmanuel - God is with Us,”  knowing that each day of our lives God loves us and  

journeys with us, desiring that we recognize His presence and we love Him in return.  

  Today we recognize and acknowledge that God loves us so much that he has become 

one of us in all things but sin.  The Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace we desire, God has already 

given to us as we celebrate this Christmas. 
 

 One may consider that we have, and even now, are experiencing, the Lectio Divina 

prayer method -- in that we have looked for what caught our attention, asked ourselves what 

is God trying to reveal to me; what is my response to this revelation; and now I allow myself 

to rest in God’s presence.  Now especially is our opportunity to rest in God’s presence.   
 

 Today we celebrate the beginning of the Christmas Season which we celebrate from 

Christmas day through the Baptism of the Lord.  We celebrate the traditional twelve days of 

Christmas asking God that we may bask in His presence with us and being His reflection by 

our actions in the world. 
 

  To each parishioner and family of the parish and to those who are visiting for the 

Christmas/New Year holidays, may you enjoy your Christmas and a New Year 2022 knowing 

that God has blessed you.  Thank you for your response to God in service of Him through our 

parish community. 
 

 Enjoy a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  Thank you for what you do for the  

Parish and the Church!   

~ Fr. Ed 






