
SAINT  PETER  AND  SAINT  PAUL,  PRAY  FOR  US! 
Parish Office Hours 
 Mon-Thurs. 9:30-3:30 

The Parish in the heart of the Endless Mountains 
Serving Bradford County since 1841 

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time          †          October 25, 2020                                                     

Saints Peter and Paul Church 
106 Third Street  -  Towanda, Pennsylvania  18848-1798 

Phone:  570-265-2113            FAX:  570-265-2114 

E-mail:  stppp@yahoo.com      Website:  sspeterandpaulchurch.net 

Pastor:  Rev. Edward L. Michelini 

GREEN   PHASE   

LIMITED  RE-OPENING  

OF   SSPP   CHURCH 

See Updates on Website 

sspeterandpaulchurch.net 

A reminder that the Sunday 

Mass obligation remains sus-

pended and that vulnerable 

individuals should remain at 

home for their own safety. 

No Reason to Miss Mass 
 

MASS   TIMES   -  TV  and  Online 
 

 SS Peter & Paul Church Saturday Vigil is now 
livestreamed for viewing—youtube link is on our Web Page  
 

Daily 8 AM, Noon, and 7 PM on EWTN television station 
 
 

Sunday 8 AM and Noon on EWTN television station 
 
 

Weekdays 12:10, 3:30 and 7 PM on CTW television; on website 
 www.dioceseofscranton.org; and streaming on Diocesan
 Facebook, twitter, instagram, and youtube. 
 
Saturday Vigil 4 pm on CTW television and Diocesan website 
 www.dioceseofscranton.org; and streaming on Diocesan         
 facefook, twitter, Instagram and youtube 
 

Sunday 10 am on CTW and Diocesan website   
 www.dioceseofscranton.org; and streaming on Diocesan 
 Facebook, twitter, Instagram and youtube 

Weekdays 9 AM livestream at TheDivineMercy.org  Facebook 
        page 

Weekdays 7 pm in Spanish livestream at LaDivinaMisericordia 
     (Official) facebook page 

 

OUR  MISSION  STATEMENT 

SS. Peter & Paul Parish, a community of faith 

called by God to deepen our relationship with 

Jesus Christ, serves the Lord by sharing our 

time, talent and treasure.  As disciples of 

Christ, we are called to bring Jesus Christ to 

ourselves and others:  our children, the sick, 

the poor, the fallen away Catholics and those 

who need to hear God’s message of uncondi-

tional love and forgiveness.  SS. Peter & Paul 

Parish is a beacon of light rooted in Jesus 

Christ, passed on to his successor, our Holy 

Father the Pope, and is guided by our local 

bishop to build the Kingdom of God on Earth.  

It is our mission to shine the light of Jesus 

Christ in our world and to spiritually enrich 

the individual members of the parish as well 

as the larger community through word, wor-

ship, sacrament and service. 

Parish Prayer Line Requests 
Call Annette at 570-265-9691 

He said to him,  “You shall love the Lord, your God, with 

all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. 

This is the greatest and the first commandment. 

The second is like it:   

You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Matthew 22:  37-39 

http://www.dioceseofscranton.org/
http://www.dioceseofscranton.org
http://www.dioceseofscranton.or/
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2020 Diocesan Annual Appeal 
 

 The 2020 Annual Appeal has begun, and 
you should be receiving a letter in the mail con-
cerning the Appeal and making a pledge.  The 
Appeal video can be accessed on the Parish and 
the Diocesan websites, and will focus on the 
various people and programs that are assisted by 
your donation.   
 Find this week’s Social Justice Grant 
video at:  https://youtu.be/5gii5fZblQo 
 

Please prayerfully consider making a pledge that 
will help people in need in our parish, communi-
ty, and diocese.  If you do not receive a letter, 
please consider making a donation by phone:    
570-207-2250    or by access to the Appeal web-
site:   annualappeal.org/donate-now/ 
 For the past decade, SSPP Parishioners 
have been very generous to the Diocesan Annual 
Appeal, both in pledges, and in the number of 
families making a pledge.  Your concern and 
generosity is very much appreciated!  This year 
our parish goal, because of the pandemic, was 
lowered to $31K.  Seventy-five percent of mon-
ies over our goal will be returned to the parish 
for its use and outreach.   
 May God continue to bless all of us  
during this pandemic as we try to help others.   
Every gift is important, and every gift has  
positive effects. 

November Elections 
 There has been a great deal of discussion and debate concerning mail-in balloting for this coming elec-
tion.  If you anticipate that you might not be able to get to your voting location this election day, please make 
certain you are registered to vote and that you ask for a mail-in ballot.  
 The first public Presidential debate was held this past Tuesday, more to follow.  There is a comparison 
of the Democratic and Republican position on various issues that face us as a nation printed in the last issue of 
the Catholic Light, a copy of which is posted at the entrance to the church. It is well worth the read and to see 
what each party will be working to enact after the election.  Catholic Lights is also on their website: 
Dioceseofscranton.org. 

BOUND  TOGETHER IN HOPE 
Social Justice Grants 

 “There are six of us and two toddlers.  It means a 

lot to us to come here.  We’ve lost income due to COVID.  

This helps feed our family.  Thank u to everyone who 

helps, especially during this very hard time.”   

~Laura Houseknecht 
Parish volunteers serve over 120 hot meals in a 

monthly drive-by community meal to those in need. 
EPIPHANY  PARISH,  SAYRE 

_____________________________________ 
Funded by the Diocesan Annual Appeal, Social Justice 

Grants have been especially critical this year in helping 

parishes respond to increasing needs for food and assis-

tance in local communities.  Grans also help parishes offer 

evangelization, emergency relief and outreach programs for 

children and the elderly. 
 

Parishes in Bradford, Susquehanna and Sullivan 
Counties Receiving 2020 Grants: 

 

Epiphany Parish, Sayre 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Dushore 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, Wyalusing 
SS Peter and Paul Parish, Towanda 

 

Visit AnnualAppeal.org 

Social Justice Grant video may be viewed at: 

https://youtu.be/5gii5fZblQo 

Has Fr. Ed — Lost His Mind ? 

 If Fr. Ed seems overly bubbly, 

not his normal self, and even to be sun-

tanned, it may possibly have something 

to do with the Pandemic— and his being 

off—on a  14-day VIRTUAL CRUISE, 

in the Caribbean:    last Sunday, he was 

in Bermuda,  and this Saturday and Sun-

day he will be in Curacao and Aruba. 

 Don’t fret, he will hopefully  

return to being his normal self  by 

next weekend, or, perhaps, we want 

to keep him this way . . . 

ONLY  60  DAYS  UNTIL  Christmas 2020 – looking ahead 

 Planning is now taking place to determine how and where we can celebrate the Nativity of the Lord this 

year.  Because of the Pandemic restrictions, the significance of Christmas, and number of families and visitors 

that we normally have for Christmas, we are investigating  the possibility of celebrating three Vigil Masses at 4 

pm, 6 pm and 10 pm, and a Christmas Day Mass at 10 am, all being held in St. Agnes JFK Hall.   

 We are trying to envision the logistics of reservations, social distancing, mask wearing, music, proper 

sanitizing, etc., in order to make this parish celebration of the Christmas Masses as special as possible for all.   

 The online reservation system has been set-up and sign-up sheets will be placed at the entrance to the 

church in coming weeks so that individuals and families can indicate which Mass, and how many family mem-

bers will attend.   

Wish you were here ...  . 

https://youtu.be/5gii5fZblQo
https://youtu.be/5gii5fZblQo


Mass Intentions   Oct. 24  -  Nov. 1 
*Weekend Masses only by Reservation*  
 No reservation is needed for a weekday. 

 

Sat. Vigil 5 pm:  Alice M. Grenell  (Joan Grenell) 
Sunday 8:00 am:   Our Parishioners                     
           11:00 am:   Rose & Jim Lenox  (Family) 
Mon-Friday:   No weekday Masses 
Sat. Vigil 5 pm:  Frances Williams   
                                        (John & Betty Tomaszewicz) 
Sunday 8:00 am:   Bill Sullivan  (Family)  
           11:00 am:   Our Parishioners) 

Offertory October 11 
Sunday Offering      $  3,577 
Peter’s Pence       $      265 
Special Envelopes      $      183 

Thank you for your generosity.   
Mailed- Delivered-Automatic Contributions Appreciated 

 

 The Second Collection this weekend is for Aid 
to Education. 
 Your All Souls Intentions should be in this 
week, Wednesday at latest, to be included on the altar 
for All Souls Day. 
 Next Weekend  will be for  Care & Education 
of  Priests; as well as the All Saints offering. 

This Sunday, enjoy a hot breakfast in JFK 

Hall—Fabulous Food for family-friendly 

prices!  This St. Agnes PTG  fundraiser for 

the school  takes place on the second Sunday 

of each month during the school year 8-11 

am. 
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Ministers  Oct. 26  -  Nov. 1 
 

Collections Tues. Oct. 26, 9:30 am:  Team C 
Altar Care Oct. Chair:   Charlene Garden  
                 Sat. 10/31   Mary Theresa Jurnack                    
                                  Shelli Ripic, Helen Santiago 
Lectors Oct. 31-Nov. 1:   Bob Pyznar 
                     Barbara Wywiorski, Karen Stroud              

*RESERVATION FOR WEEKEND MASS* 

https://tableagent.com/scranton/sts-peter-and-paul/ 

 Or call Kathleen 570-364-5996  

ONLY between 12-3 PM; ONLY Thursday / Saturday 

Altar Care Workers:  Go to the recent schedule 

and mark June = November now, and so on, 

through January.  If you have any health con-

cerns, or can’t work on your date, please notify 

your monthly chairperson so that a substitute can 

be scheduled.  Thank you. 

Peter’s Pence 

Thank you for your contributions for the recent 

 Peter’s Pence Collection; the parish total was $ 265.  

This collection is a gesture of solidarity through 

which each one of the faithful can participate in the 

activity of the Pope as Pastor of the universal 

Church.  These funds are destined to Church needs, 

humanitarian projects, and support of the Holy See. 

No Weekday Masses Oct. 26-30, 2020 

There will be no morning Masses Monday through Fri-

day this week, Oct. 26-30, while Fr. Ed is on retreat.  

 Please remember him in your prayers this week. 

Sanctuary Lamps burn this week for: 
 

John F. Grenell 
Alice M. Grenell 

John F. Grenell, II  (all from Joan Grenell) 
 

November Memorial Mass Postponed 

Due to the restrictions imposed by the COVID-19 virus 

epidemic, the parish is postponing our usual November  

Memorial Service and supper for those who have lost a 

loved family member during the past year.  We regret 

doing this, but under the circumstances, we felt that that 

too many factors would distract from and hinder a fitting 

appreciation of their memory.  We will, however, keep 

the memorial book on the altar, and candles and flowers  

will be on the side table in their memory throughout No-

vember. 

The Sacraments: 
At this time anyone interested in going to the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation can call Fr. Ed at the parish office 570

-265-2113 and make arrangements.  He is available at 

the usual times, but it would be good that he know 

ahead of time that you are coming so that “Social Dis-

tancing”   and sanitizing can take palace for each parish-

ioner.   Thank you for your assistance. 

           A  SEASON  FOR  HARVEST 

                                        (According to Mother Teresa)                                                                     

        

The fruit of Silence is Prayer 

 The fruit of Prayer is Faith 

  The fruit of Faith is Love 

   The fruit of Love is Service  

    The fruit of Service is Peace  



RICHARD M. FARLEY 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

         ——————————— 
 

521 MAIN STREET                     570-265-4993 

TOWANDA, PA 18848      FAX: 570-265-5996 

                                   E-mail:  rmfarley@epix.net                

Knights of Columbus 
TOWANDA COUNCIL, No. 3915 

7 Poplar St., Towanda PA  18848 

Meetings 2nd Wednesdays at 7 pm 

Contact:  570-265-2113 

ST. AGNES SCHOOL 
A Roman Catholic School of the Diocese of Scranton 

Pre-K (3 & 4 Years of Age) to Grade 6 
Middle States Accredited 

 

570-265-6803 
 

102 Third Street 
Towanda PA  18848 

 

www.edline.net/pages/StAgnes 

570-268-7653 
570-888-2202 

 

Please  Remember  in  Your  prayers_  
 

      Art Badger; Nancy Barrett; Josie Beale; Gus Branish; Carol Brubaker; Tom 
Burger; Angela Burke; Rosie Burlington; Chris Cole; Beth Coleman; Patricia 
Coleman; Jon Curtis; Monica Curtis; Margaret DeMarco; Patricia Dibble; Mary 
Theresa Dorsey; Rachel Dugan; Stephanie Duggan; Margaret Dunkle; George 
Emery; Helen Finlan; Christina Fleury; Sally Groff; Linda Hilscher; Eric 
Hodgdon; Evelyn Hoff;  John Hoffman, Sr.; Billy Hollenback;  Polly 
Karschner; Annette McClure; Deany McGarrigle; Mickey McGarrigle;  Sharon 
Mahaffey;  Nate Miller; Gloria Minardo; Paul Moran; Charles Muchichko; 
Katrina Murray; Ethan Neuber; Noah Novickas; Irma O’Keeefe; Jean Perry; 
Cindy Robinson;  Mary Ann Schram’ Robert Murphy; Eugenia Serpe; Pastor 
Rachel Stahle; Charmaine Stempel; Mackenzie Kempner Taylor;  Noel Tra-
montana; Barbara Ulatowski; Prairie Rose Upton; Barbara Westfall; Sharon Wilson; Lani Wood; Joe Zak; and  
5 Special Intentions.             

OTTAVIANI  OPTOMETRY 
 

 1932 GOLDEN  MILE  RD              55 MAIN ST 

  P.O. BOX 599                                 P.O.  BOX 505 

  WYSOX  PA  18854                      WYALUSING, PA  18853      

   

 PHONE: 570-265-6816                PHONE: 570-746-1610 

 

SS. PETER  &  PAUL  CEMETERY 
JAMES STREET -  N.  TOWANDA 

 

2 AND 4 Grave Lots Available 
 

Business Office:  106 Third St., Towanda  PA 18848         570-265-2113 

 

BARRETT  LAW  OFFICES 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 
 

                               
507 West Pine Street    21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Athens, PA  18810    Canton, PA  17724 
570-888-0297                                 570-673-5180  
Fax: 570-888-4142                    or 570-364-5799 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com    Fax: 570-673-5780 
                       patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

A Community Funeral, Cremation, and Memorial Resource Service  
Owned & Operated by the Bowen Family 

Providing Professional Services that Respond to Personal Needs 

Complete Pre-Arranged Funeral Planning — Burial And Cremation Services. 

Out-Of-Town Receiving and Transfer Service, Monument Service 

www.bowenfuneralhomes.com 

Bowen-Farr Funeral Home  
 

570-258-3456 

 

6 Gordon Farr St.—Ulster,  Pa. 18850 
 

Brandon B. Allis 

Funeral Director—Supervisor 

Maryott-Bowen Funeral Home Inc. 
 

570-265-2272 

 

217 York Ave., Towanda PA  18848 
 

James A. Bowen 

Funeral Director, Owner / Supervisor 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1841– 2016 

 

SS Peter 

and Paul 

Church 

 
 

Bob Hugo  570-265-6615 
106 River St.,  Towanda, PA 

 

Auto  *  Home  *  Life  *  Fin. Services 
 

bob.hugo.bt7s@statefarm.com 

~~Green’s Auto Mart, Inc.~~ 
Quality Used Cars at a Fair Price 

1503 Golden Mile Rd.  Towanda PA                          

        Greensautomart.com       
 570-265-AUTO(2886) 

  FAX 570-265-8149 

 

 Before You Pay  ~  See Rick or Ray 

 

         XXXXXXXXXX5   

 

376 Leisure Drive 

Towanda, PA 
 

Phone  570-265-7302 
 

Fax  570-265-5065 

If you would like to join our parish, contact: 
SS. Peter & Paul Church—106 Third St.—Towanda PA 18848 

Call 570-265-2113 or email stppp@epix.net 

REQUEST  FOR  PARISH  REGISTRATION  FORM 

Name ____________________________Date__________ 

Address____________________________________________ 

City,Zip _________________________Phone _____________        

CHRISTINA   FLEURY 

Attorney 
Elder Law & More 

517 Main St.  ~  Towanda 

570.265.6000 

www.ChristinaFleury.com 

 

 



Celebrating Saints this week:   Some historical— One Recent— “All” Coming Up 
 

Wednesday, October 28:  Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles 
 Both Simon and Jude were ordinary men who were chosen by Jesus himself to teach others about God’s love 

and to “make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). Their lives help us to understand that even the most average peo-

ple can become saints when they decide to follow Jesus. 

 Both of these men were known by other names during their lives. Simon was often called “the Zealot.” A zealot 

is a person who is strongly committed to something.  In Simon’s case, he firmly believed in the  

importance of people’s following Jewish law.  Once he met Jesus, his life was changed and he became  

convinced that the most important thing was to follow Jesus and his teachings.  We believe that another reason Simon 

had a nickname was to keep people from confusing him with the other apostle named Simon, the one Jesus called Peter. 

 Jude was also known as “Jude Thaddeus.” People used this formal title so that he was not confused with Judas, 

the apostle who betrayed Jesus and handed him over to be arrested. Jude is the patron saint of hopeless cases and desper-

ate situations.  People often pray to Jude when they feel that there is no one else to turn to.  They ask Jude to bring their 

problem to Jesus.  Because Jude had such great faith, we know that  

nothing is impossible for those who believe in the Lord. 

 Simon and Jude traveled together to teach others about Jesus.  Because of their eyewitness accounts of Jesus’ 

miracles and his death and Resurrection, many people became believers and were baptized.  Simon and Jude died for 

their faith on the same day in Beirut.  Jude’s body was later returned to Rome where it was  

buried in a crypt under St. Peter’s Basilica. 

 These two saints remind us to learn all we can about Jesus and to share it with others, as they did. 

RCL Benziger :  saintsresource.com 
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Thursday, October 29:  Blessed Chiara Luce Badano 

  In 1971, after praying and hoping for a baby for more than 10 years, Ruggero and Teresa Badano of Sassello, 

Italy, welcomed a little girl whom they named Chiara.   

 Even at the age of four, Chiara seemed aware of the needs of others. She would sort through her toys to give 

some to poor children, and she would never give away just the old or broken ones. She invited less-fortunate people into 

the family’s home for holidays and visited the elderly at a retirement center. When other children were sick and confined 

to bed, Chiara visited them. She loved the stories of the Gospel and loved to attend Mass. 

 When she was 9, Chiara became involved with the Focolare movement and its branch for young people. Foco-

lare emphasizes brotherhood and unity among all people.  

 Chiara was very popular. She had a lot of friends, she played sports, and she loved to sing and dance. But when 

asked, she said she did not try to bring Jesus to her friends with words. She tried to bring Jesus to them with her example 

and how she lived her life. 

When she was 17, Chiara learned she had a very serious form of bone cancer. Treatments were 

painful and unsuccessful.  She became paralyzed.  One day someone asked her if she hoped to 

walk again, and her answer was no. When she suffered, she felt closer to Jesus. She even refused 

to take pain medication that would make her too sleepy to continue to live her life.  

 Despite her illness and being confined to bed, Chiara wrote letters and sent messages to 

others. She attended Focolare youth meetings. She inspired everyone who she encountered with 

her faith and love for others. She gave all her savings to a friend who was becoming a mission-

ary in Africa. When her life was nearly at an end, she said, “I have nothing left, but I still have 

my heart, and with that I can always love.”   Chiara died in 1990. Within nine years, the bishop 

of her diocese began the work on her cause for canonization. Pope Benedict XVI declared her 

“Blessed” in 2010. “Only Love with a capital L gives true happiness,” and that’s what Chiara 

showed her family, her friends and her fellow members of the Focolare movement, the pope 

said, “She was a normal, everyday girl, and possibly a normal, everyday saint.  Chiara’s brief 

life showed us how much one person can accomplish in God’s name.”                        
~RCL Benninger.   Connecting to Be My Disciples® Grade 6, chapter 20 

November 1:  Daylight Savings Time Ends Next Weekend  -   Heads Up! 
 

 It is getting close to that time of year when we can get an extra hour of sleep by 
moving our clocks back one hour.  Yes, Daylight Savings Time ends this year on Sun-
day November 1, 2020 (2 AM officially) — it also happens to be *All Saints Day*. 



ELECTION  PRAYER 
 

O God, we acknowledge you today as Lord, 
Not only of individuals, but of nations and governments. 

 

We thank you for the privilege 
Of being able to organize ourselves politically 

And of knowing that political loyalty 
Does not have to mean disloyalty to you. 

 

We thank you for your law, 
Which our Founding Fathers acknowledged 

And recognized as higher than any human law. 
 

We thank you for the opportunity that this election year puts before us, 
To exercise our solemn duty not only to vote, 

But to influence countless others to vote, 
And to vote correctly. 

 

Lord, we pray that your people may be awakened. 
Let them realize that while politics is not their salvation, 

Their response to you requires that they be politically active. 
 

Awaken your people to know that they are not called to be a sect fleeing the world 
But rather a community of faith renewing the world. 

 

Awaken them that the same hands lifted up to you in prayer 
Are the hands that pull the lever in the voting booth; 

That the same eyes that read your Word 
Are the eyes that read the names on the ballot, 

And that they do not cease to be Christians 
When they enter the voting booth. 

 

Awaken your people to a commitment to justice 
To the sanctity of marriage and the family, 

To the dignity of each individual human life, 
And to the truth that human rights begin when human lives begin, 

And not one moment later. 
 

Lord, we rejoice today 
That we are citizens of your kingdom. 

 

May that make us all the more committed 
To being faithful citizens on earth. 

 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Rev. Frank Pavone, Priests for Life 
ElectionPrayer.com 

Take an Informed Catholic Conscience to the Polls 

 As Catholics approach the polls, we are asked to weigh many important issues. “The U.S. bishops have 

reaffirmed that ‘the threat of abortion remains our preeminent priority because it directly attacks life itself,  

because it takes place within the sanctuary of the family, and because of the number of lives destroyed.’  

 While they did warn us not to ‘dismiss or ignore other serious threats to human life and dignity such as 

racism, the environmental crisis, poverty, and the death penalty,’ they did give priority to upholding and  

defending our brothers’ and sisters’ most basic right—to live.” 

~ Most Reverend Joseph F. Naumann, Chair of the USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities 

“Priorities at the Polls” citing Introductory Letter to “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship” 

6 

http://www.electionprayer.com/

