
SAINT  PETER  AND  SAINT  PAUL,  PRAY  FOR  US! 
Parish Office Hours 
 Closed:  Please call or email 

The Parish in the heart of the Endless Mountains 
Serving Bradford County since 1841 

Fourth Sunday of Easter        †        May 3, 2020 

Saints Peter and Paul Church 
106 Third Street  -  Towanda, Pennsylvania  18848-1798 

Phone:  570-265-2113            FAX:  570-265-2114 

E-mail:  stppp@yahoo.com      Website:  sspeterandpaulchurch.net 

Pastor:  Rev. Edward L. Michelini 

All public Masses, services 

and meetings  continue to be 

temporarily suspended. 

Parishioners are urged to 

follow CDC and State 

guidelines to limit exposure 

to the coronavirus. 

Updates will be posted on 

the parish website: 

sspeterandpaulchurch.net 

No Reason to Miss Mass 
 

MASS   TIMES   -  TV  and  Online 
 

8:15 Daily (including Sunday) with Bishop Robert Barron at 
      wordonfire.org 
  
Daily 8 AM, Noon, and 7 PM on EWTN television station 
 
 

Sunday 8 AM and Noon on EWTN television station 
 
 

Weekdays 12:10, 3:30 and 7 PM on CTW television; on website 
 www.dioceseofscranton.org; and streaming on Diocesan
 Facebook, twitter, instagram, and youtube. 
 
Saturday Vigil 4 pm on CTW television and Diocesan website 
 www.dioceseofscranton.org; and streaming on Diocesan         
 facefook, twitter, Instagram and youtube 
 

Sunday 10 am on CTW and Diocesan website   
 www.dioceseofscranton.org; and streaming on Diocesan 
 Facebook, twitter, Instagram and youtube 

Weekdays 9 AM livestream at TheDivineMercy.org  Facebook 
        page 

Weekdays 7 pm in Spanish livestream at LaDivinaMisericordia 
     (Official) facebook page 

 

I am the gate for the sheep. 

...Whoever enters through me 

will be saved,  and will come in 

and find pasture. 

John 10:  8-9 

I am  

       the good shepherd,  

               says the Lord;  

I know my sheep  

      and mine know me. 
John 10:14 

http://www.dioceseofscranton.org/
http://www.dioceseofscranton.org
http://www.dioceseofscranton.or/


Bishop Bambara’s Message to the Diocese:                April 30, 2020  
 

 “Planning for the Future: What to Expect When Public Masses Resume” 
 

“As time unfolds, people coming back into normal activities is probably  
going to happen a little more slowly than some might expect.  We will do  

all that we can to facilitate our return to Mass, but ultimately must  
provide for the  safety of the people God has given to our care.”  

—Bishop Joseph C. Bambera— 
  

With the national and statewide conversation regarding the COVID-19 pandemic now focused on “reopening” 
businesses, many people in the Diocese of Scranton are wondering when the suspension of public Masses will 
be lifted.  While thankful for the technology that has kept parishes connected for the last six weeks, the Dio-
cese of Scranton fully recognizes the faithful’s strong desire to return to parishes and to receive the Eucharist – 
which is our Spiritual life-blood.  
 Diocesan leadership is currently discussing ways to safely return to sacramental life – even if on a lim-
ited basis. Relying on guidance from the state and federal governments, as well as healthcare professionals, we 
are committed to safely and prudently resuming worship.  
 While specific details of “when” and “how” public Masses will resume are still being determined, the 
following things will be important for parishioners to consider:  
 

1. The general dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation will remain in place.  
 Regardless of when restrictions are lifted in a specific region of Pennsylvania, there will understand– 
ably be people, especially people in vulnerable or at-risk groups, who will feel it is safer to stay home than to 
attend Mass.  Potential limits on crowd sizes that are allowed in parishes will also play a part. The faithful are 
encouraged to keep the Sabbath holy by participating in a parish livestream Mass or utilizing Catholic Television.  
 

2. Livestreaming opportunities should continue due to attendance limitations.  
 Recognizing that as regions of the Commonwealth initially transition from Governor Tom Wolf’s “red 
phase” to “yellow phase,” there will still be guidelines on the attendance numbers for any public gatherings. 
 No one should expect to be able to attend Mass with regularity, so parishes that are currently 
livestreaming Masses will be encouraged to continue doing so.  
 

3. Social distancing will be maintained.  
 Expect that the recommended social distancing guideline of six feet will need to be respected when  
entering and leaving a church, as well as in regards to seating and a potential Communion procession.  
 As required by Pennsylvania state guidelines, parishioners would be required to wear a mask and any-
one who is showing any symptoms of sickness will be told to stay home.  Social gatherings before or after 
Mass will also not be permitted.  
 

4. Liturgical changes will be in place.  
 Just as when the coronavirus started surfacing in Pennsylvania in March, the Diocese of Scranton  
established guidelines for the distribution of Holy Communion and exchanging the Sign of Peace without 
physical contact.  Similar guidelines will also be established as any individual church would be allowed to 
begin worship again.  
 

5. Safety concerns, in addition to the virus itself, will determine the timeline.  
 During Mass on Tuesday, April 28, 2020, Pope Francis prayed for prudence as communities begin lift-
ing their lockdowns.  The Holy Father said, “At this time, when we are beginning to receive instructions for 
coming out of quarantine, we pray that the Lord would give his people – all of us – the grace of prudence and 
obedience to the instructions so that the pandemic does not return.”  As this process unfolds, there certainly 
will be challenges; but the safety of our community will remain the benchmark.  As the Diocese moves for-
ward, it requests that parishioners stay informed, and stay flexible to any updates.  
 

 By working together, the Diocese of Scranton is hopeful that people will soon be able to return to our 
churches, even if in a limited capacity, with the important understanding that things will not immediately be 
going back to normal. 
 

 The Bishop has also recorded a video message that highlights many of these same points. The video is 
available at the following link: https://youtu.be/erwJaXvKLwo    Additional information will be 
forthcoming very soon.  The Bishop asks everyone to continue to be patient and charitable as we work together 
through these difficult times. 

https://youtu.be/erwJaXvKLwo


Mass Intentions   May 2  -  10   (Private Masses)  
S 

Saturday:  Joe Ritsko  (Aggie Ritsko) 
Sunday:  Mary Homan  (Francis & Lucille Watkins) 
Monday:  Vivian Sullivan White  (Pat McCracken, 
                                    Marilyn Bonatti, Sharon Wilson) 
Tuesday:   Marie Walsh  (Wichtowski Family)                                            
Wednesday:  Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Barrett  
                                                  (Thomas E. Hollenback) 
Thursday:  Olga Mehalchick  (Seibert Family) 
Friday:  Anne Sullivan  (Family) 
Saturday:  John Snell  (Michele Snell) 
Sunday:  Mother’s Day Intentions 

Offertory Apr. 19, 2020  
Sunday Offering      $  1,015 
Aid to Education      $       40 
Special Envelopes      $     555  
 

Thank you for your generosity.         
 

Mailed, Delivered  & Automatic Payments Appreciated 

 A Sanctuary Lamp burns this week for: 
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The Season of Easter 

Another way to make Easter into a season of cele-

brations and keep its spirit alive is to connect our-

selves to the long chain of Christian witnesses that 

have preceded us.  Because St. Paul describes a 

chain of witnesses connecting those who experi-

enced Christ’s first appearance to himself, think 

about connecting to this chain of  witness up into 

the present time by naming those who have been 

most important in handing on the living tradition; 

write down their names (family, mentors, patron 

saints, spiritual persons in your own experience).  

Include them in your prayers    

        ~ adapted from the Sunday Missal 2019-20, p. 344  

The  Witnesses   

     O truly blessed Night, sings the Exultet of the  

Easter Vigil, which alone deserved to know the 

time and the hour Christ rose from the realm of the 

dead!  But no one was an eyewitness to Christ’s 

Resurrection and no evangelist describes it.  No 

one can say how it came about physically.  Still 

less was its innermost essence, his passing over to 

another life, perceptible to the senses.  Although 

the Resurrection was an historical event that could 

be verified by the sign of the empty tomb and by 

the reality of the apostles’ encounters with the risen 

Christ, still it remains at the very heart of the mys-

tery of faith as something that transcends and sur-

passes history.   

 This is why the risen Christ does not reveal 

himself to the world, but to his disciples, “to those 

who came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem 

who are now his witnesses to the people.” 

 Christ’s Resurrection is an object of faith in 

that it is a transcendent intervention of God himself 

in creation and history. 

.~  Catechism of the Catholic Church 647-8 

Catholic Home Missions 
 

The annual Diocesan collection for the Catholic Home 

Missions was scheduled for April 26, 2020.  We failed 

to announce that collection in previous bulletins. Any-

one wishing to contribute may send their offering 

marked for that purpose to the parish and we will for-

ward it to the Diocese this month. 

 Home Mission dioceses are those in the United 

States, its territories, and former territories that cannot 

provide basic pastoral services to Catholics without  

outside help.  Basic pastoral services include:  Mass and 

the other sacraments, religious education, and ministry 

training for priests, deacons, religious sisters, and lay 

people.  Right now, over 40% of all dioceses are consid-

ered home missions. 

 For more information, visit : 

    www.usccb.org/home-missions. 

Mother’s Day  2020 
 

We will celebrate Mother’s Day next Sunday, May 10.  

 Your Mother’s Day envelopes are on the altar 

this weekend, and your intentions will be included 

through the month of May. 

 Not only do we celebrate our own mother,  but 

we also dedicate this month to our Blessed Mother 

Mary, the mother whom Jesus, in his great love, shares 

with us.    

 A daily rosary is a recommended way to honor 

her during this month.  Remember gratitude to this 

unique mother who gave us her own Son as our Savior. 



RICHARD M. FARLEY 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

         ——————————— 
 

521 MAIN STREET               570-265-4993 

TOWANDA, PA 18848    FAX: 570-265-5996 

                           E-mail:  rmfarley@epix.net                

              

Knights of Columbus 
TOWANDA COUNCIL, No. 3915 

7 Poplar St., Towanda PA  18848 

Meetings 2nd Wednesdays at 7 pm 

Contact:  570-265-2113 

ST. AGNES SCHOOL 
A Roman Catholic School of the Diocese of Scranton 

Pre-K (3 & 4 Years of Age) to Grade 6 
Middle States Accredited 

 

570-265-6803 
 

102 Third Street 
Towanda PA  18848 

 

www.edline.net/pages/StAgnes 

570-268-7653 
570-888-2202 

 

Please  Remember  in  Your  prayers_  
 

Art Badger; Nancy Barrett; Josie Beale; Gus Branish; Donna Brown; Carol  
Brubaker; Tom Burger; Angela Burke; Rosie Burlington; Chris Cole; Beth 
Coleman; Patricia Coleman; Jon Curtis; Monica Curtis; Margaret DeMarco; 
Patricia Dibble; Mary Theresa Dorsey; Rachel Dugan; Stephanie Duggan; 
George Emery; Helen Finlan; Christina Fleury; Sally Groff; Linda Hilscher; 
Eric Hodgdon; Evelyn Hoff;  John Hoffman, Sr.; Billy Hollenback;  Polly 
Karschner; Annette McClure; Deany McGarrigle; Mickey McGarrigle;  Sharon 
Mahaffey;  Nate Miller; Paul Moran; Ethan Neuber; Irma O’Keeefe; Jean Per-
ry; Cindy Robinson;  Mary Ann Schram; Eugenia Serpe; Pastor Rachel Stahle; 
Charmaine Stempel; Mackenzie Kempner Taylor;  Ed and Barbara Ulatowski; 
Prairie Rose Upton; Barbara Westfall; Sharon Wilson; Joe Zak; and 5 Special 
Intentions.               

OTTAVIANI  OPTOMETRY 
 

 

 1932 GOLDEN  MILE  RD            55 

MAIN ST 

  P.O. BOX 599                           P.O.  

BOX 505 

  WYSOX  PA  18854                   WY-

 

SS. PETER  &  PAUL  CEMETERY 
JAMES STREET -  N.  TOWANDA 

 

2 AND 4 Grave Lots Available 
 

Business Office:  106 Third St., Towanda  PA 18848         570-265-2113 

 

BARRETT  LAW  OFFICES 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 
 

                               
507 West Pine Street    21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Athens, PA  18810    Canton, PA  17724 
570-888-0297                                 570-673-5180  
Fax: 570-888-4142                    or 570-364-5799 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com    Fax: 570-673-5780 
                       patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

A Community Funeral, Cremation, and Memorial Resource Service  
Owned & Operated by the Bowen Family 

Providing Professional Services that Respond to Personal Needs 

Complete Pre-Arranged Funeral Planning — Burial And Cremation Services. 

Out-Of-Town Receiving and Transfer Service, Monument Service 

www.bowenfuneralhomes.com 

Bowen-Farr Funeral Home  
 

570-258-3456 

 

6 Gordon Farr St.—Ulster,  Pa. 18850 
 

Brandon B. Allis 

Funeral Director—Supervisor 

Maryott-Bowen Funeral Home Inc. 
 

570-265-2272 

 

217 York Ave., Towanda PA  18848 
 

James A. Bowen 

Funeral Director, Owner / Supervisor 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1841– 2016 

 

SS Peter 

and Paul 

Church 

 
 

Bob Hugo  570-265-6615 
106 River St.,  Towanda, PA 

 

Auto  *  Home  *  Life  *  Fin. Services 
 

bob.hugo.bt7s@statefarm.com 

~~Green’s Auto Mart, Inc.~~ 
Quality Used Cars at a Fair Price 

1503 Golden Mile Rd.  Towanda PA                          

        Greensautomart.com       
 570-265-AUTO(2886) 

  FAX 570-265-8149 

 

 Before You Pay  ~  See Rick or Ray 

 

         XXXXXXXXXX5   

 

376 Leisure Drive 

Towanda, PA 
 

Phone  570-265-7302 
 

Fax  570-265-5065 

If you would like to join our parish, contact: 
SS. Peter & Paul Church—106 Third St.—Towanda PA 18848 

Call 570-265-2113 or email stppp@epix.net 

REQUEST  FOR  PARISH  REGISTRATION  FORM 

Name ____________________________Date__________ 

Address____________________________________________ 

City,Zip _________________________Phone _____________        

CHRISTINA   FLEURY 

Attorney 
Elder Law & More 

517 Main St.  ~  Towanda 

570.265.6000 

www.ChristinaFleury.com 
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What Is Happening in Pennsylvania and Towanda 
 

Pennsylvania: The Governor is gradually lifting restrictions in various locations of the State and within 

certain businesses.  It seems that with all the reports and statistics this is going to be a slow process and a pro-

cess in which certain population groups need to take continued precautions.  At the present time it is my      

impression that safe distancing needs to be maintained, that groups should not exceed 25 people, that masks 

need to be worn in public places, that people over 65 are at high risk, that this COVID-19 virus is going to be 

around for some time, and the list can go on  — in the positive and the negative.  New statistics and reports are 

coming out every day, and at times the reports seem to contradict what was our previous understanding of the 

situation and danger.  Maybe the end result is that we need to try to be patient – that is a struggle. 
 

 Towanda:  We have not received word from the State or the Bishop to open the church.  However, we 

are trying to anticipate what we need to do when parishioners are able to come to Mass/church.  Obviously, 

things will be different and many safety factors will need to be put into effect.  Some things come to mind: 

how do we address seating, walking up and receiving the Eucharist, leaving Church, the use of missals and 

hymnals, the bathroom, sanitizing of the church before and after Mass, the Mass schedule, what types and 

amounts of supplies will we need and where can we obtain them, etc.  What seems so easy to say is not so easy 

to accomplish.  So the same can be said, maybe the end result is that we need to try to be patient – that is a 

struggle. 
  

 If you have an idea of dealing with some of these concerns, please contact me.  It is good to check the 

Diocesan website for information from the Bishop and I am grateful to all the parishioners who have reached 

out and contacted and supported people in the parish and the community.   Thank you for your patience and 

concern for and with others.   ~  Fr. Ed 

 

 

Bishop Joseph C. Bambera announces the establishment of the Coronavirus Emergency Fund  
 

Bishop Joseph C. Bambera announces the establishment of the Coronavirus Emergency Fund in the Diocese of 

Scranton to help support public ministries, parishes and school families amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Coronavirus Emergency Fund will allow individuals to financially support any parish in the Diocese,  

assist public ministries that operate food pantries, kitchens and shelters, or provide emergency assistance for 

Diocesan Catholic Schools.  People interested in supporting the fund can make a gift to a specific parish, 

school, pantry, kitchen, shelter or relief assistance program. 
 

 “While this is a time of great challenge, I am encouraged to see so many people wanting to reach out in  

support of our families, our neighbors and our parishes,” Bishop Bambera said. “Due to the suspension of 

Masses, which was necessary to protect the health and safety of our community, our parishes and the Diocese 

now face the increased risk of financial shortfalls.”  
 

 Interested donors are encouraged to make gifts to the Coronavirus Emergency Fund online at 

www.dioceseofscranton.org/emergencyfund. 

If donors prefer, they can mail gifts to Coronavirus Emergency Fund, Diocese of Scranton, 300 Wyoming 

Ave., Scranton, PA 18503.  Checks should be made to the Diocese of Scranton and list the gift designation – 

either the parish name, Catholic Human and Social Service program or specific Catholic School they wish to 

support. 

http://www.dioceseofscranton.org/emergencyfund


Questionnaire – Please complete and return to the parish by drop off, mail or e-mail.  

Thank You 

  

Name      ______________________    # in Family  Adults ______ Children  ______ 

 

Phone #   ______________________  E-mail ________________________________ 

 

Mass Attendance 

  We attend the   5 pm   ____      8 am  ____  11 am ____ 

 

Always _____  Most of the time   _____ otherwise the  ______         _____  We move around 

 

 On-line Giving 

 

 _____ I do not have a clue what you are talking about 

 

 _____  Seems interesting for those interested 

 

 _____  Worth the effort 

 

_____ I would use it  _______ I would consider using it.  ______ I would not use it 

 

 

People or Business in Need 

 
 
Person ______________________   Person    ______________________ 
 
 
 
Business _____________________   Business ______________________ 
 
 


