
SAINT  PETER  AND  SAINT  PAUL,  PRAY  FOR  US! 
Parish Office Hours 
 Closed:  Please call or email 

The Parish in the heart of the Endless Mountains 
Serving Bradford County since 1841 

Seventh Sunday of Easter              †        May 24, 2020 

Saints Peter and Paul Church 
106 Third Street  -  Towanda, Pennsylvania  18848-1798 

Phone:  570-265-2113            FAX:  570-265-2114 

E-mail:  stppp@yahoo.com      Website:  sspeterandpaulchurch.net 

Pastor:  Rev. Edward L. Michelini 

All public Masses, services 

and meetings  continue to be 

temporarily suspended. 

Yellow Phase  

Re-0pening Process 

See Details in Insert Today 
 

 

Parishioners are urged to 

follow CDC and State 

guidelines to limit exposure 

to the coronavirus. 

 

Updates will be posted on 

the parish website: 

sspeterandpaulchurch.net 

No Reason to Miss Mass 
 

MASS   TIMES   -  TV  and  Online 
 

8:15 Daily (including Sunday) with Bishop Robert Barron at 
      wordonfire.org 
  
Daily 8 AM, Noon, and 7 PM on EWTN television station 
 
 

Sunday 8 AM and Noon on EWTN television station 
 
 

Weekdays 12:10, 3:30 and 7 PM on CTW television; on website 
 www.dioceseofscranton.org; and streaming on Diocesan
 Facebook, twitter, instagram, and youtube. 
 
Saturday Vigil 4 pm on CTW television and Diocesan website 
 www.dioceseofscranton.org; and streaming on Diocesan         
 facebook, twitter, Instagram and youtube 
 

Sunday 10 am on CTW and Diocesan website   
 www.dioceseofscranton.org; and streaming on Diocesan 
 Facebook, twitter, Instagram and youtube 

Weekdays 9 AM livestream at TheDivineMercy.org  Facebook 
        page 

Weekdays 7 pm in Spanish livestream at LaDivinaMisericordia 
     (Official) facebook page 

 After Jesus had been taken up 

to heaven the apostles returned 

 to Jerusalem. . . 

They went to the upper room.   

. . . All these devoted themselves  

with one accord  

to prayer,  

together with some women, and 

 Mary the mother of Jesus . . . 

Acts 1: 12 . . .14  

http://www.dioceseofscranton.org/
http://www.dioceseofscranton.org
http://www.dioceseofscranton.or/
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Memorial Day – Monday May 25, 2020 

 This Monday is Memorial Day.  Please keep in your prayers all those who gave of themselves for our 

country in defending the freedoms which at times we may take for granted.  Being so wrapped up with this 

Pandemic, and in scheduling Masses for the church, I totally forgot about our customary Mass in the cemetery 

on Memorial Day.   Therefore, our Mass on Monday will be in the church at 8:30 am and we will remember 

our veterans and all those buried in our cemeteries.  Please say a special prayer this Memorial Day.  
 

Transitional Diaconate Ordination 

 This Saturday, May 23, 2020 the Diocese of Scranton will ordain seminarian Mark DeCelles a transi-

tional deacon by Bishop Joseph C. Bambera at 10am in the Cathedral of Saint Peter.  We encourage you to 

watch and pray along by tuning in to CTV or any of our Diocesan social media. The Diocese will share the 

link on our Vocation Office social media and also in the special Facebook event. Pray for our new deacon. 

 

Pentecost Sunday – Sunday May 31, 2020 

 Next weekend we celebrate Pentecost—the Gift of the Holy Spirit promised and given to us by God, 

Our Father.   Next weekend we will begin to celebrate weekend Masses on May 30-31, 2020.  and you will 

have access via our website to view the weekend liturgy – please see below for more details.  Wear “Red” 

even at home. 
 

  

SSPP Mass schedule for this coming week and the month of June —plans! 

Our parish in Bradford county is in the (“Yellow Zone”) so we are able to celebrate the liturgy with no 

more than 25 in attendance including the priest.  Safety protocols are in effect – masks, social distancing, sani-

tizing, etc..  If you feel sick, please stay home.  Keep in mind that Bishop Bambera has indicated that the gen-

eral dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation will remain in place until further notice.  

The trial run last week worked rather smoothly, so we are expanding the weekday Masses schedule to 

a  Monday 8:30 am, Tuesday 5 pm, Wednesday 5 pm and Friday 12:10 pm schedule, and begin weekend 

Masses next weekend May 30-31, 2020 at the normal times of   5 pm Saturday Vigil, 8 & 11 am Sunday.   –  

see below  

However, we are still limited to 25 people including the priest at this time.  
 

Masses:  Beginning  the Week of May 25, 2020 weekday Masses will be celebrated on Monday at 8:15 am, 

Tuesday at 5 pm, and Wednesday at 5 pm and Friday at 12:10 pm.  The weekend Masses beginning May 30-

31, 2020 will be the normal times of 5pm Saturday and 8 am and 11 am Sunday.   There are no worship aids in 

the church to use.  We will continue to follow this day/time schedule through the month of June – except June 

29 -30, 2020 when Fr. Ed will be away.   

We are also going to video the Saturday Vigil Mass and broadcast this vigil Mass on Sunday.  You are 

able to view from the parish website –     https://sspeterandpaulchurch.net  
 

Reservations Needed:  Being limited to 25 people in attendance and expanding the schedule to include the 

weekend may create an attendance scheduling challenge.  It seems that over the course of a month we should 

be able to accommodate each parishioner to be able to attend at least one weekend Mass and two weekday 

Masses in person – possibly more in each case.  
 

For Reservations you can go to     https://tableagent.com/scranton/sts-peter-and-paul/      
and create an account then follow the directions to make and cancel reservations.    

 Or, CALL Kathleen 570-364-5996  ONLY on Thursday or Saturday between 12-3 

pm and provide her with the number of people and the date you would like to attend Mass.  

Please Limit your request to:  One weekend and two weekdays the month of June, 

2020. 
(continued on page 5) 

https://tableagent.com/scranton/sts-peter-and-paul/


Mass Intentions   May 23  -         (Private Masses)  
S 

Saturday:  Mother’s Day Intentions 
Sunday:  Rita Bustin  (Mary Bustin) 
Monday:  For the Intentions of William Grogan 
Tuesday:   Mary Theresa Lenox Bailey 
                                                 (Thomas E. Hollenback) 
Wednesday:  Deceased members of the Huff Family 
                                                                    (Sonia Huff) 
Thursday:  Nora Smith  (Ann Pace)   
Friday:  John & Evelyn Berda  (Family) 
Saturday:  Mother’s Day Intentions 
Sunday:  Rev. Joseph F. Sica 

Offertory May 10,  2020  
Sunday Offering      $  3,651 
Aid to Education s     $     235 
Special Envelopes      $     872 
 

Thank you for your generosity.         
 

Mailed, Delivered  & Automatic Payments Appreciated 

 A Sanctuary Lamp burns this week for: 
 

Mary Gwin Cowling  (Anne Cowling) 
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The Season of Easter 

After the Ascension 
 

“And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 

men to myself.”  The lifting up of Jesus on the cross sig-

nifies and announces his lifting up by his Ascension into 

heaven, and indeed begins it.  Jesus Christ, the one priest 

of the new and eternal Covenant, “entered, not into a 

sanctuary made by human hands . . . But into heaven 

itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our be-

half”   There Christ permanently exercises his priest-

hood, for he “always lives to make intercession” for 

“those who draw near to God through him.”  As “high 

priest of the good things to come” he is the center and 

the principal actor of the liturgy that honors the Father in 

heaven. 
 

 Henceforth Christ is seated at the right hand of 

the Father:  “By ‘the Father’s right hand’ we understand 

the glory and honor of divinity, where he who exists as 

Son of God before all ages, indeed as God, of one being 

with the Father, is seated bodily after he became 

incarnate and his flesh was glorified.” 
 

The New Witness 
 

Being seated at the Father’s right hand signifies the  

inauguration of the Messiah’s kingdom, the fulfillment 

of the prophet Daniel’s vision concerning the Son of 

man:   

 To him was given dominion and glory and  

 kingdom, that all peoples, nations and  

 languages should serve him; his dominion is  

 an everlasting dominion, which shall  

 not pass away and his kingdom one that shall 

not be destroyed.”   
 

After this event the apostles became witnesses of the 

“kingdom (that) will have no end.” 

~  Catechism of the Catholic Church 662-664 

Alleluia ! 

Catholic Communication Campaign  This Week 
 

This week, we take up the collection for the Catholic 

Communication Campaign (CCC). Your support helps 

the CCC connect people to Christ in the United States 

and around the world through the Internet, television, 

radio, and print media. Half the funds we collect remain 

here in the Scranton Diocese to support local efforts. Be 

a part of this campaign to spread the Gospel message. 

Support the collection today! To learn more, visit 

www.usccb.org/ccc. 

 Designate “CCC” on your payment, along with 

name or envelope number, for correct contribution credit. 

The Sacraments 

 At this time,  anyone interested in going to the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation can call Fr. Ed at the  

parish office 570-265-2113 and make arrangements.   

At present we need to figure out a way of maintaining 

“Social Distancing”   if we used the normal procedure. 

 We are trying to schedule First Holy Commun-

ion, Confirmation, Baptisms entry into the Church.  

St. Mother Teresa of Kalkata 

   

Love is not patronizing and charity isn’t 

about pity, it is about love. Charity and 

love are the same —  with charity you 

give love, so don’t just give money but 

reach out your hand instead.”  



RICHARD M. FARLEY 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

         ——————————— 
 

521 MAIN STREET               570-265-4993 

TOWANDA, PA 18848    FAX: 570-265-5996 

                           E-mail:  rmfarley@epix.net                

              

Knights of Columbus 
TOWANDA COUNCIL, No. 3915 

7 Poplar St., Towanda PA  18848 

Meetings 2nd Wednesdays at 7 pm 

Contact:  570-265-2113 

ST. AGNES SCHOOL 
A Roman Catholic School of the Diocese of Scranton 

Pre-K (3 & 4 Years of Age) to Grade 6 
Middle States Accredited 

 

570-265-6803 
 

102 Third Street 
Towanda PA  18848 

 

www.edline.net/pages/StAgnes 

570-268-7653 
570-888-2202 

 

Please  Remember  in  Your  prayers_  
 

Art Badger; Nancy Barrett; Josie Beale; Gus Branish; Donna Brown; Carol  
Brubaker; Tom Burger; Angela Burke; Rosie Burlington; Chris Cole; Beth 
Coleman; Patricia Coleman; Jon Curtis; Monica Curtis; Margaret DeMarco; 
Patricia Dibble; Mary Theresa Dorsey; Rachel Dugan; Stephanie Duggan; 
George Emery; Helen Finlan; Christina Fleury; Sally Groff; Linda Hilscher; 
Eric Hodgdon; Evelyn Hoff;  John Hoffman, Sr.; Billy Hollenback;  Polly 
Karschner; Annette McClure; Deany McGarrigle; Mickey McGarrigle;  Sharon 
Mahaffey;  Nate Miller; Paul Moran; Ethan Neuber; Irma O’Keeefe; Jean Per-
ry; Cindy Robinson;  Mary Ann Schram; Eugenia Serpe; Pastor Rachel Stahle; 
Charmaine Stempel; Mackenzie Kempner Taylor;  Ed and Barbara Ulatowski; 
Prairie Rose Upton; Barbara Westfall; Sharon Wilson; Joe Zak; and 5 Special 
Intentions.               

OTTAVIANI  OPTOMETRY 
 

 

 1932 GOLDEN  MILE  RD            55 

MAIN ST 

  P.O. BOX 599                           P.O.  

BOX 505 

  WYSOX  PA  18854                   WY-

 

SS. PETER  &  PAUL  CEMETERY 
JAMES STREET -  N.  TOWANDA 

 

2 AND 4 Grave Lots Available 
 

Business Office:  106 Third St., Towanda  PA 18848         570-265-2113 

 

BARRETT  LAW  OFFICES 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 
 

                               
507 West Pine Street    21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Athens, PA  18810    Canton, PA  17724 
570-888-0297                                 570-673-5180  
Fax: 570-888-4142                    or 570-364-5799 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com    Fax: 570-673-5780 
                       patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

A Community Funeral, Cremation, and Memorial Resource Service  
Owned & Operated by the Bowen Family 

Providing Professional Services that Respond to Personal Needs 

Complete Pre-Arranged Funeral Planning — Burial And Cremation Services. 

Out-Of-Town Receiving and Transfer Service, Monument Service 

www.bowenfuneralhomes.com 

Bowen-Farr Funeral Home  
 

570-258-3456 

 

6 Gordon Farr St.—Ulster,  Pa. 18850 
 

Brandon B. Allis 

Funeral Director—Supervisor 

Maryott-Bowen Funeral Home Inc. 
 

570-265-2272 

 

217 York Ave., Towanda PA  18848 
 

James A. Bowen 

Funeral Director, Owner / Supervisor 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1841– 2016 

 

SS Peter 

and Paul 

Church 

 
 

Bob Hugo  570-265-6615 
106 River St.,  Towanda, PA 

 

Auto  *  Home  *  Life  *  Fin. Services 
 

bob.hugo.bt7s@statefarm.com 

~~Green’s Auto Mart, Inc.~~ 
Quality Used Cars at a Fair Price 

1503 Golden Mile Rd.  Towanda PA                          

        Greensautomart.com       
 570-265-AUTO(2886) 

  FAX 570-265-8149 

 

 Before You Pay  ~  See Rick or Ray 

 

         XXXXXXXXXX5   

 

376 Leisure Drive 

Towanda, PA 
 

Phone  570-265-7302 
 

Fax  570-265-5065 

If you would like to join our parish, contact: 
SS. Peter & Paul Church—106 Third St.—Towanda PA 18848 

Call 570-265-2113 or email stppp@epix.net 

REQUEST  FOR  PARISH  REGISTRATION  FORM 

Name ____________________________Date__________ 

Address____________________________________________ 

City,Zip _________________________Phone _____________        

CHRISTINA   FLEURY 

Attorney 
Elder Law & More 

517 Main St.  ~  Towanda 

570.265.6000 

www.ChristinaFleury.com 

 

 

Public Masses can 

Gradually Resume in 

the Yellow Phase 
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If you would like to attend Mass more frequently, you may call the rectory (570-265-2113) the night prior 

to a given weekday Mass, or on Friday  for a weekend Masse, between 6-8 pm to see if places remain open for 

you to attend.  We will evaluate how this works and proceed from there. 

 

Preparation before coming to Mass:  

 If you feel sick, stay home,  Otherwise, make certain to have a mask, hand sanitizer and some wipes.  

Use the restroom at home prior to coming to church.   
 

Arrival:  The church will be open about 30 minutes prior to Mass. You need to wear a mask and to keep social 

distance at least six feet;   if you wish, use a wipe or hand sanitizer as appropriate. When you arrive, you will 

be greeted by a parishioner at the ramp door who will acknowledge your presence, and someone will remind 

you of finding a designated pew.  The floor is marked with a green strip and a bow with flower at the pews 

designated for people to use.  If you would like to light a candle,  please do so before Mass and please contin-

ue to social distance.  Please use the bathroom only in an emergency. 
 

Communion:  Please come forward using the side aisles to receive Holy Communion.  Preferably receive 

Holy Communion in the hand to avoid complications with possible contamination of the priest and others.   

 Example:  Receive communion in the hand, stand in place and move the mask so as to place the Host in 

your mouth before replacing mask and moving down the aisle – there will be plenty of time for you to do this. 
 

Departure: Before departing, leave the kneelers down and the pink paper indicating that the pew was used 

on the pew.  Please use the door or doors on your side of the church in existing.  Those on the Baptismal side 

should use the doors in the center or Baptismal side; those on the tabernacle side should use the ramp door.   

 If you are not able to manage stairs, please sit on the tabernacle side of the church.  We are asked to 

maintain social distancing (six foot separation) inside and outside the church.  Trash baskets are at the en-

trance doors of the church for anything you would like to discard, so take all your belongings with you. 
 

Donations: The collection will not be done in the normal manner, but donations can be made by placing 

your envelope(s) in the marked long palm branch boxes located by the entrance/exit to the church.  There will 

be one on each side as you exit/enter the church.  Thank You! 
 

This is a “learn by doing experience” and we have probably not covered everything in this writing, and modifi-

cations will need to be made as we move forward in this – we will see what works and what needs to be im-

proved over the next week.  If this week works I look to expand to celebrate Masses on Tuesday and Thursday 

the week of May 25th and then the weekend of May 30-31, 2020.  The major concern is making certain that the 

church is sanitized before and after Masses.  Continue to pray for each other! 
 

Comment: 

 We will get through this “Pandemic!”   “Be Not Afraid, I am with You Always” is a statement we here 

quite often in the scriptures.  Do we believe it, do we live it?  I am thankful for the numerous cards of encour-

agement and support sent to the rectory, of the parish envelopes that have been dropped off or mailed into the 

parish office, of the generosity of those who have offered assistance to the community, or parishioners who 

have reached out with concern for their neighbors and other sin the parish.  Thank you for being the church 

here in Towanda. 

 Our parish has been able to distribute a significant amount of money to help individuals and business 

survive during this pandemic, over the next several weeks, we will share with you some of their words of  

gratitude.                                                              

                                                                                 ~ Fr. Ed 


