
SAINT  PETER  AND  SAINT  PAUL,  PRAY  FOR  US! 
Parish Office Hours 
 Closed:  Please call or email 

The Parish in the heart of the Endless Mountains 
Serving Bradford County since 1841 

Fifth Sunday of Easter        †        May 10, 2020 

Saints Peter and Paul Church 
106 Third Street  -  Towanda, Pennsylvania  18848-1798 

Phone:  570-265-2113            FAX:  570-265-2114 

E-mail:  stppp@yahoo.com      Website:  sspeterandpaulchurch.net 

Pastor:  Rev. Edward L. Michelini 

All public Masses, services 

and meetings  continue to be 

temporarily suspended. 

Parishioners are urged to 

follow CDC and State 

guidelines to limit exposure 

to the coronavirus. 

Updates will be posted on 

the parish website: 

sspeterandpaulchurch.net 

No Reason to Miss Mass 
 

MASS   TIMES   -  TV  and  Online 
 

8:15 Daily (including Sunday) with Bishop Robert Barron at 
      wordonfire.org 
  
Daily 8 AM, Noon, and 7 PM on EWTN television station 
 
 

Sunday 8 AM and Noon on EWTN television station 
 
 

Weekdays 12:10, 3:30 and 7 PM on CTW television; on website 
 www.dioceseofscranton.org; and streaming on Diocesan
 Facebook, twitter, instagram, and youtube. 
 
Saturday Vigil 4 pm on CTW television and Diocesan website 
 www.dioceseofscranton.org; and streaming on Diocesan         
 facefook, twitter, Instagram and youtube 
 

Sunday 10 am on CTW and Diocesan website   
 www.dioceseofscranton.org; and streaming on Diocesan 
 Facebook, twitter, Instagram and youtube 

Weekdays 9 AM livestream at TheDivineMercy.org  Facebook 
        page 

Weekdays 7 pm in Spanish livestream at LaDivinaMisericordia 
     (Official) facebook page 

 

http://www.dioceseofscranton.org/
http://www.dioceseofscranton.org
http://www.dioceseofscranton.or/


Message from Father Ed,  May 10, 2020 
 

Happy Mother’s Day! 
 Wishing every mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, and Godmothers a Happy Mother’s Day.  
Each of us should take time this week to reflect upon the relationship we have with our mother.  If they are 
living we can say a prayer and do something for them that will express our gratitude for who they are and how 
they care for us; if they have died, we can say a prayer and, as a token of our appreciation of our own mom, do 
something generous for someone else.  The parish will have a Mother’s Day gift for you, the Dynamic Catho-
lic novel,  Three Days: The Search for the Boy Messiah, by Chris Stepien.   (To be distributed later of course) 
 Enjoy a Happy Mom’s Day – may God bless you! 
 

A Mother’s Day Prayer 
 

Dear Blessed Mother Mary, help my mom to continue to be the good and loving mother she is. 
Give her peace and wisdom, strength and courage, grace and happiness. 

Be nearby her when she needs help. 
Keep her close to your Son, Jesus. 

Help me to always show my mom how very much I treasure and love her.  Amen. 
   
Taking the next step as a Faith Community and COVID-19 – 
 

 Governor Wolf has modified the “Stay-at-Home” restrictions this week for Bradford County to 

“Yellow” – in essence, “proceed with caution.”  Bishop Bambera held a virtual Town Meeting on Thursday, 

May 7, 2020,  to provide guidelines for how a parish can possibly proceed from here – please see the “Parishes 

Regathering Workbook” attachment on the parish or Diocesan website for the details.  Please take careful note 

that this is clearly, NOT in any sense of the imagination, what was our previous normal weekly routine.   

 Why?  Because at this point in time, that this virus is not fully understood; that people in certain age 

groups are extremely vulnerable to this virus; that we have a State assembly restriction to a gathering of only 

25 people maximum; and among other issues, we have a social distancing (to maintain 6 feet apart); a wearing 

of masks requirement, and a sanitizing program that needs to be in place prior to any possible opening.  For 

me, for us this is going to take a high degree of  patience, planning, and cooperation of everyone.    

 The Bishop has advised that weekday Mass, following the guidelines and limited to <= 25 people in-

cluding the priest, can be open to parishioners beginning Monday May 18, 2020, with Sunday liturgies being 

considered after all the assembly guidelines can be fulfilled effectively.  So, a big question is, “How do we  

accommodate all the parishioners of our parish who wish to attend Mass with a <= 25 restriction and have 

them happy?”  At present, I really do not know, but maybe a few at first is better than nothing. 

     With that being said, we are going to try to have all of the “ducks in order” to be able to begin having 

weekday Masses limited to basically 24 people plus the priest on May 18, 2020.  The parish office will try to 

communicate with the parishioners via e-mail, parish bulletin, parish office recording, and other means so that 

people are aware of what is going on.    

 If you know of a parishioner who does not have e-mail or is not computer savvy please keep them in-

formed as to what is happening.  What also has to be included in this process will be First Holy Communion, 

Confirmation, Baptisms, and entry of new members into the church.  We are also investigating ZOOM and 

other virtual communication methods to listen to suggestions and organize steps which need to be taken going 

forward.   

 Thanks for your understanding, cooperation, and prayers; and for returning the surveys to help us in 

planning.   I have no doubt that we will get through this because God has never let us down. 

 Also, please keep in mind Bishop Bambara’s previous message:  “Planning for the Future: What to 

Expect When Public Masses Resume.” 
 

“As time unfolds, people coming back into normal activities is probably going to happen a little more slowly 

than some might expect.  We will do all that we can to facilitate our return to Mass,, but ultimately, must  

provide for the safety of the people God has given to our care.”   —Bishop Joseph C. Bambera— 

 

This week, Bishop Bambera has also recorded a message for you at:  https://youtu.be/fkYwQD0HWI . 



Father Ed (continued)  
 With the national and statewide conversation regarding the COVID-19 pandemic now focused on 
“reopening” businesses, many people in the Diocese of Scranton are wondering when the suspension of public 
Masses will be lifted.  
 While thankful for the technology that has kept parishes connected for the last six weeks, the Diocese 
of Scranton fully recognizes the faithful’s strong desire to return to their parish church life and to receive the 
Holy Eucharist – which is our Spiritual life-blood— and the other sacraments.  
 Diocesan leadership is currently discussing ways to safely return to sacramental life – even if only on a 
limited basis.  Relying on guidance from the state and federal governments, as well as health-care profession-
als, we are committed to safely and prudently resuming worship.  As we begin to return Mass, the following 
things are important for parishioners to consider:  
 
1. The general dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation will remain in place.  
Regardless of when restrictions are lifted in a specific region of Pennsylvania, there will understandably be 
people, especially people in vulnerable or at-risk groups, who will feel it is safer to stay home than to attend 
Mass.  Potential limits on crowd sizes that are allowed in parishes will also play a part. The faithful are encour-
aged to keep the Sabbath holy by utilizing Catholic Television or by participating in a parish livestream Mass.  
 
2. Livestreaming opportunities should continue due to attendance limitations.  
Recognizing that as regions of the Commonwealth initially transition from Governor Tom Wolf’s “red phase” 
to “yellow phase,” there will still be guidelines on the attendance numbers for any public gatherings, no one 
should expect to be able to attend Mass with regularity - parishes that are currently livestreaming Masses will 
be encouraged to continue doing so.  
 
3. Social distancing will be maintained.  
Expect that the recommended social distancing guideline of six feet will need to be respected when entering 
and leaving a church, as well as in regards to seating and a potential Communion procession.  As required by 
Pennsylvania state guidelines, parishioners would be required to wear a mask and anyone who is showing any 
symptoms of sickness will be told to stay home.  Social gatherings before or after Mass are also not permitted.  
 
4. Liturgical changes will be in place.  
Just as when the coronavirus started surfacing in Pennsylvania in March, the Diocese of Scranton established 
guidelines for the distribution of Holy Communion and exchanging the Sign of Peace without physical contact, 
similar guidelines will also be established as any individual church would be allowed to begin worship again.  
 
5. Safety concerns, in addition to the virus itself, will determine the timeline.  
During Mass on Tuesday, April 28, 2020, Pope Francis prayed for prudence as communities begin lifting their 
lockdowns. The Holy Father said, “At this time, when we are beginning to receive instructions for coming out 
of quarantine, we pray that the Lord would give his people – all of us – the grace of prudence and obedience to 
the instructions so that the pandemic does not return.” As this process unfolds, there will certainly be challeng-
es but the safety of our community will remain the benchmark.  
 As the Diocese moves forward it requests that parishioners stay informed and remain flexible.  
 

By working together, the Diocese of Scranton is hopeful that people will soon be able to return to our church-
es, even if in a limited capacity, with the important understanding that things will not immediately be going 
back to normal as we knew it.  The Bishop asks everyone to continue to be patient and charitable as we work 
together through these difficult times. 
 
Vote by mail-in ballot in the June 2 primary - PA Mail-in Voter Ballot Registration 

Did you know, ALL voters can now vote by mail in PA?  
Go to votesPA.com/MailBallot - it is quick and easy and mobile-friendly. 

 If you already applied for a mail-in or absentee ballot before the primary date was changed, you do 

NOT need to reapply.  Check the status of your ballot at votesPA.com/MailBallotStatus. 

Apply today to make sure you receive your ballot in time - visit votesPA.com or call 1-877-VOTESPA (1-877-

868-3772).  Applications must be submitted no later than May 26th and ballots must be received by your 

county election office by June 2nd. 

https://www.votespa.com/Voting-in-PA/Pages/Mail-and-Absentee-Ballot.aspx?utm_source=dos_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=May5_reminder01
https://www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/Pages/BallotTracking.aspx?utm_source=dos_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=May5_reminder01


40 Days...COINCIDENCE or NO Coincidence ? 

 

 The official shut-down started March 23 and will likely end May 1st.  That is EXACTLY 40 days.  

(yes, it might be a bit longer, I know).    
 

The Latin root of the word "quarantine" is "forty."   
 

So what does the Bible say about the number 40? 

 The flood lasted 40 days.  

 40 years Moses fled Egypt. 

 40 days Moses stayed on Mount Sinai to receive the Commandments. 

 Exodus in the desert lasted 40 years. 

 Jesus fasted for 40 days. 

 Optimum number of weeks for human gestation is 40. 

 40 days for a woman to rest after giving birth.  

A group of theologians thinks that the number 40 represents "change.”  It is the time of preparing a person, or 

group of people, to make a fundamental change.  Something will happen after these 40 days. Just believe and 

pray.  Remember, whenever the number 40 appears in the Bible, there is a "change." 
 

Please know that during this "quarantine," these “40 days,” rivers are cleaning up, vegetation is growing, the 

air is becoming cleaner because of less pollution, there is less theft and murder, healing is happening, and most 

importantly, people are turning to Christ.   

 The Earth is at rest for the first time in many years and hearts are truly transforming.  Remember that 

we are in the year 2020, and 20 + 20 = 40.  Also, 2020 is the year of the United States Census; remember that  

Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world, was born during a census.  Lastly, 20-20 is perfect vision.  

 May our sight focus on the Lord and living according to His perfect vision for us, knowing that He 
holds us in the palm of His hand.  May these days of "quarantine" bring spiritual liberation to our souls, our 
nation, and our world.  
 AMEN ! 

Cannot Receive Jesus in the Holy Eucharist? 
 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.   

I love you above all things and I desire to receive you in my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you.   

Never permit me to be separated from you.  Amen. 

Cannot Go to Confession?                  Act of Perfect Contrition 

 The first is to pray an act of contrition "out of love for God," Father Pietrzyk said.   Being sorry out of 
love for God has often been described as having a desire to be reunited to God because of who he is-- because 
of God's perfect love for us, and because of sorrow for having offended God by sin. It means wanting to live 
in unity with God, and to put aside the sins that stand in the way.   There is no set formula for making an act 
of contrition, but a common one reads as follows: “My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In 
choosing to do wrong and failing to do good, I have sinned against You, whom I should love above all things. 
I firmly intend, with Your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin.” 
 

 Second, a Catholic must make a firm commitment to go to confession when that becomes possible. 

Father Pietrzyk explained that an act of perfect contrition is not a replacement for the sacrament of penance— 
far from it.   “Even perfect contrition is never separated from the sacrament, at least in intention...if one 
makes a perfect act of contrition, it's not  'Oh, I don't have to go to confession any more.'  Quite the opposite," 
Father Pietrzyk said.  "The person who says: 'I have perfect contrition, but I'm not going to the sacrament' 
does not in fact have perfect contrition," he said.   
 The sacrament of penance remains the sole, ordinary means for the forgiveness of mortal sins after 

baptism, Father Pietrzyk said.  Contrition is about conversion, he said, which means turning away from at-

tachment to sin, and turning toward the sacraments. 
~ Johan McKeown quoting Father Pius Pietrzyk, OP; Catholic News Agency.com, Mar. 27, 2020, © CNA.com 



Mass Intentions   May 9  -  17   (Private Masses)  
S 

Saturday:  John Snell  (Michele Snell) 
Sunday:  Mother’s Day Intentions 
Monday:  Lavinia Walsh  (Bob & Ann Murphy) 
Tuesday:   Sharon Miller   
                                  (Mary Alice & John Demangone)                                            
Wednesday:  Rocco & Marion Saldutti  (Sue Geissler) 
Thursday:  Charlie & Mary Elliott   
Friday:  Mother’s Day Intentions  
Saturday:  Tom Geissler  (Sue Geissler) 
Sunday:  Dr. Charles Wolfe  (Lee Ann Wolfe) 

Offertory Apr. 26,  2020  
Sunday Offering      $  2,172 
Easter        $  1,510 
Special Envelopes      $     230 
 

Thank you for your generosity.         
 

Mailed, Delivered  & Automatic Payments Appreciated 

 A Sanctuary Lamp burns this week for: 
 
 

 

3 

A Sanctuary Lamp burns this week for: 
 

Anne Sullivan  (Family) 

The Saving Significance of the Resurrection 
 

“If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is 

in vain and your faith is in vain.”  The Resurrection 

above all constitutes the confirmation of all Christ’s 

works and teachings.  All truths, even those most 

inaccessible to human reason, find their justification 

if Christ by His Resurrection has given the  

definitive proof of his divine authority, which  

he had promised. 

 Christ’s Resurrection is the fulfillment of 

the promises both of the Old Testament and of  

Jesus himself during his earthly life.  The phrase  

“in accordance with the Scriptures” indicates that 

Christ’s Resurrection fulfilled these predictions. 

~  Catechism of the Catholic Church, 651-2 

The  Witnesses   

     O truly blessed Night, sings the Exultet of the  

Easter Vigil, which alone deserved to know the 

time and the hour Christ rose from the realm of the 

dead!  But no one was an eyewitness to Christ’s 

Resurrection and no evangelist describes it.  No 

one can say how it came about physically.  Still 

less was its innermost essence, his passing over to 

another life, perceptible to the senses.  Although 

the Resurrection was an historical event that could 

be verified by the sign of the empty tomb and by 

the reality of the  

apostles’ encounters with the risen Christ, still it  

remains at the very heart of the mystery of faith as 

something that transcends and surpasses history.  

This is why the risen Christ does not reveal himself 

to the world, but to his disciples, “to those who 

came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem who 

are now his witnesses to the people.” 

 Christ’s Resurrection is an object of faith in 

that it is a transcendent intervention of God himself 

in creation and history. 

.~  Catechism of the Catholic Church 647-8 

Mother’s Day 

 “. . .  It is fitting now to consider the Virgin Mary’s role 

in the mystery of the Church.  “The Virgin Mary . . . is 

acknowledged and honored as being truly the Mother of 

God and of the redeemer . . . She is ‘clearly the mother 

of the members of Christ’ . . . since she has by her  

charity joined in bring about the birth of believers in the 

Church, who are members of its head.”  “Mary Mother 

of Christ, Mother of the Church. “ 

                        ~ Catechism of the Catholic Church, 963 

 As we celebrate all mothers this Sunday, all of 

your Mother’s Day intentions remain on the altar today 

and throughout the month of May.  

        As we thank / pray for our own mothers, let us also 

thank and pray to our Blessed Mother, who is our great-

est advocate in heaven.  We could sing the hymn:  
 

Mother Dear, O Pray For Me. 
 

Mother dear, oh, pray for me.  

whilst far from heaven and thee.  

I wander in a fragile bark.  

o'er life's tempestuous sea.  

Oh, virgin mother from thy throne.  

so bright in bliss above.  

Protect thy child and cheer my path.  

with thy sweet smile of love. 
 

In thanksgiving, we could also daily pray her Holy  

Rosary throughout this month which is dedicated to her 

Honor as Mary, Mother of God. 



RICHARD M. FARLEY 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

         ——————————— 
 

521 MAIN STREET               570-265-4993 

TOWANDA, PA 18848    FAX: 570-265-5996 

                           E-mail:  rmfarley@epix.net                

              

Knights of Columbus 
TOWANDA COUNCIL, No. 3915 

7 Poplar St., Towanda PA  18848 

Meetings 2nd Wednesdays at 7 pm 

Contact:  570-265-2113 

ST. AGNES SCHOOL 
A Roman Catholic School of the Diocese of Scranton 

Pre-K (3 & 4 Years of Age) to Grade 6 
Middle States Accredited 

 

570-265-6803 
 

102 Third Street 
Towanda PA  18848 

 

www.edline.net/pages/StAgnes 

570-268-7653 
570-888-2202 

 

Please  Remember  in  Your  prayers_  
 

Art Badger; Nancy Barrett; Josie Beale; Gus Branish; Donna Brown; Carol  
Brubaker; Tom Burger; Angela Burke; Rosie Burlington; Chris Cole; Beth 
Coleman; Patricia Coleman; Jon Curtis; Monica Curtis; Margaret DeMarco; 
Patricia Dibble; Mary Theresa Dorsey; Rachel Dugan; Stephanie Duggan; 
George Emery; Helen Finlan; Christina Fleury; Sally Groff; Linda Hilscher; 
Eric Hodgdon; Evelyn Hoff;  John Hoffman, Sr.; Billy Hollenback;  Polly 
Karschner; Annette McClure; Deany McGarrigle; Mickey McGarrigle;  Sharon 
Mahaffey;  Nate Miller; Paul Moran; Ethan Neuber; Irma O’Keeefe; Jean Per-
ry; Cindy Robinson;  Mary Ann Schram; Eugenia Serpe; Pastor Rachel Stahle; 
Charmaine Stempel; Mackenzie Kempner Taylor;  Ed and Barbara Ulatowski; 
Prairie Rose Upton; Barbara Westfall; Sharon Wilson; Joe Zak; and 5 Special 
Intentions.               

OTTAVIANI  OPTOMETRY 
 

 

 1932 GOLDEN  MILE  RD            55 

MAIN ST 

  P.O. BOX 599                           P.O.  

BOX 505 

  WYSOX  PA  18854                   WY-

 

SS. PETER  &  PAUL  CEMETERY 
JAMES STREET -  N.  TOWANDA 

 

2 AND 4 Grave Lots Available 
 

Business Office:  106 Third St., Towanda  PA 18848         570-265-2113 

 

BARRETT  LAW  OFFICES 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 
 

                               
507 West Pine Street    21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Athens, PA  18810    Canton, PA  17724 
570-888-0297                                 570-673-5180  
Fax: 570-888-4142                    or 570-364-5799 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com    Fax: 570-673-5780 
                       patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

A Community Funeral, Cremation, and Memorial Resource Service  
Owned & Operated by the Bowen Family 

Providing Professional Services that Respond to Personal Needs 

Complete Pre-Arranged Funeral Planning — Burial And Cremation Services. 

Out-Of-Town Receiving and Transfer Service, Monument Service 

www.bowenfuneralhomes.com 

Bowen-Farr Funeral Home  
 

570-258-3456 

 

6 Gordon Farr St.—Ulster,  Pa. 18850 
 

Brandon B. Allis 

Funeral Director—Supervisor 

Maryott-Bowen Funeral Home Inc. 
 

570-265-2272 

 

217 York Ave., Towanda PA  18848 
 

James A. Bowen 

Funeral Director, Owner / Supervisor 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1841– 2016 

 

SS Peter 

and Paul 

Church 

 
 

Bob Hugo  570-265-6615 
106 River St.,  Towanda, PA 

 

Auto  *  Home  *  Life  *  Fin. Services 
 

bob.hugo.bt7s@statefarm.com 

~~Green’s Auto Mart, Inc.~~ 
Quality Used Cars at a Fair Price 

1503 Golden Mile Rd.  Towanda PA                          

        Greensautomart.com       
 570-265-AUTO(2886) 

  FAX 570-265-8149 

 

 Before You Pay  ~  See Rick or Ray 

 

         XXXXXXXXXX5   

 

376 Leisure Drive 

Towanda, PA 
 

Phone  570-265-7302 
 

Fax  570-265-5065 

If you would like to join our parish, contact: 
SS. Peter & Paul Church—106 Third St.—Towanda PA 18848 

Call 570-265-2113 or email stppp@epix.net 

REQUEST  FOR  PARISH  REGISTRATION  FORM 

Name ____________________________Date__________ 

Address____________________________________________ 

City,Zip _________________________Phone _____________        

CHRISTINA   FLEURY 

Attorney 
Elder Law & More 

517 Main St.  ~  Towanda 

570.265.6000 

www.ChristinaFleury.com 

 

 

 


