
SAINT  PETER  AND  SAINT  PAUL,  PRAY  FOR  US! 
Parish Office Hours 
 Closed:  Please call or email 

The Parish in the heart of the Endless Mountains 
Serving Bradford County since 1841 

Fifth Sunday of Lent           †                       March 29, 2020 

Saints Peter and Paul Church 
106 Third Street  -  Towanda, Pennsylvania  18848-1798 

Phone:  570-265-2113            FAX:  570-265-2114 

E-mail:  stppp@yahoo.com      Website:  sspeterandpaulchurch.net 

Pastor:  Rev. Edward L. Michelini 

All public Masses, services 

and meetings  continue to be 

temporarily suspended. 

Parishioners are urged to 

follow CDC and State 

guidelines to limit exposure 

to the coronavirus. 

Updates will be posted on 

the parish website: 

sspeterandpaulchurch.net 

No Reason to Miss Mass 
 

MASS   TIMES   -  TV  and  Online 
 

8:15 Daily (including Sunday) with Bishop Robert Barron at 
      wordonfire.org 
  
Daily 8 AM, Noon, and 7 PM on EWTN television station 
 
 

Sunday 8 AM and Noon on EWTN television station 
 
 

Weekdays 12:10, 3:30 and 7 PM on CTW television; on website 
 www.dioceseofscranton.org; and streaming on Diocesan
 Facebook, twitter, instagram, and youtube. 
 
Saturday Vigil 4 pm on CTW television and Diocesan website 
 www.dioceseofscranton.org; and streaming on Diocesan         
 facefook, twitter, Instagram and youtube 
 

Sunday 10 am on CTW and Diocesan website   
 www.dioceseofscranton.org; and streaming on Diocesan 
 Facebook, twitter, Instagram and youtube 

Weekdays 9 AM livestream at TheDivineMercy.org  Facebook 
        page 

Weekdays 7 pm in Spanish livestream at LaDivinaMisericordia 
     (Official) facebook page 

 
Now is the Time:   Plan to Make the Most of this “down time!”   

 Let us count the ways:  Quality  Family Time; prayer time; meditation time; time for reading—Scripture 

and/or that book you’ve been saving, or something new; time to step outside for sunshine and fresh air; time to 

call or write friends and relatives; time to reach out to someone who is alone, by phone or mail; time to check up 

on neighbors in need; time to share stories, games, ideas, new recipes, with each other (social distancing, of 

course);  time to clean the closets or files or Spring houseclean; time to plan the garden, if only a single flower-

pot; time to talk to your plants; use your imagination and daydream; take a nap.  See Fr. Ed’s suggestions p. 2,3. 
 

Fast from binge-watching news reports;  Feast on the Good News of Jesus Christ & Place Your Trust in Him! 
 

Let us know what you discover this week (call or email the office) and we’ll share in next week’s bulletin. 

http://www.dioceseofscranton.org/
http://www.dioceseofscranton.org
http://www.dioceseofscranton.or/


2 A Message from Fr. Ed 
 Three months ago, as we celebrated Christmas, “God is with us,” none of us thought that we would be  

practicing social-distancing, in-house quarantine, schools would be closed, told that we could not go to work unless 

our work was considered essential (essential being defined by the governor), and that priests would be told to cele-

brate only private Masses.  Our normal way of life is now in total flux, and at times almost total chaos. We proba-

bly feel nearly totally helpless because there is really little that we personally can do, except to pray and follow the 

steps of prevention being offered to us.   It is a time of patience, a time of pray and trust, a time of making the most 

good from a very bad situation.  As I celebrate Mass each day you are in my prayers for your spiritual and physical 

wellbeing.  

 All of the above being said, I will try to continue to communicate with you through our parish website, e-

mails, and possibly a phone call.  I have received numerous calls concerning my personal safety and information 

concerning our parish – for these I am grateful.  There are several other things that we might consider as a parish 

community. 

 1.  Pray for the people who have contracted this illness, their families, and their caregivers. 

 2.  If there are people in your immediate community that may need some form of assistance, call them and 

let them know of your concern and willingness to provide assistance.  A woman has already called me indicating 

that if someone contracts the virus, that she is willing to offer them a place to recover so that they do not infect their 

family. 

 3.  If a parishioner is not able to to work and in need of some financial assistance to help you and your fami-

ly to get through this period,  the parish has a limited amount of funds to offer; call the parish office 570-265-2113 

to speak to me. 

 4.  Our spiritual life has been jumbled and normal liturgies and practices have been altered.  See the section 

below from Bishop Bambera for additional details.  However, there are several things that we can do to encourage 

us in developing our relationship with God our Creator: 

  A.  Continue to pray daily, especially with your spouse and children.  Use the resources available on 

the internet—FORMED, Bishop Barron, Ascension Press, Dynamic Catholic, EWTN, the internet for the other 

names and see what they have to offer.  See list on NEXT PAGE of bulletin. 

  B.  Sunday Mass / Daily Mass is offered from the Diocesan website at various times during the day 

and Bishop Barron and others.  See  Masses Schedule on Front Cover of this bulletin.  Our parish will not be 

livestreaming the liturgies  (while our scheduled Masses will be prayed in private by me; this week’s Mass inten-

tions is on the next page of the bulletin)   I ask that you make use of the resources provided by the Diocese, televi-

sion and website resources. 

  C.  In cases where we are not able to work, we have an opportunity to slow down and to gradually 

do some of the things around the house that we have not been able to take care of or that need to be taken care of.  

Set a schedule for yourself that budgets your time and provides for work, prayer, and relaxation.  If you have chil-

dren, it is most essential that their time is structured!  They need structure and responsibility—there should be a 

time for school work, a time for reading, and time to play, a time to rest, a time to do chores and work together.  

This should not be a time for unsupervised free time.  There is a magnificent learning opportunity for them and for 

us.  It is important that they learn from this experience and challenge in our lives.   

Pray with them—the Family that Prays Together, Stays Together.  

  D.  Cancellations and Postponements 

   i.  Diocesan Vision 2020 Planning Meeting—Tuesday, March 31, 2020 

   ii.  Christopher West  -  St. Boniface  -  Williamsport  -  Tuesday, March 31, 2020 

   iii.  Lenten Luncheon  -  Wednesday, April 1, 2020 

   iv.  Lenten Evening Mass and Reception  -  Wednesday, April 1, 2020 

   v.  Men’s Conference  -  April 25, 2020 

   vi.  The Light is On for You:  Reconciliation  -  Monday evenings 

    vii.  Holy Week Services:  Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil and 

            Easter Sunday  -  will be celebrated in private by the priest. 

   viii.  Chrism Mass  -  Tuesday, April 7, 2020 will be postponed to a later date. 

   * We have no official word yet about Confirmation 

 5.  Bishop Bambera has sent an updated communication concerning the Diocese and the actions being taken  

concerning the Corona Virus.  See bulletin insert pp. 5-6. 

 6.  If there is any concern or need that you may have, please feel free phone me at 570-265-2113 (office ). 
 

Thank you, be patient, try to stay safe, and know that you are in our daily prayers.                               ~   Fr. Ed 



Mass Intentions   Mar. 28  -  Apr. 5  (Private Masses) 
 

Saturday:. Helen Elizabeth Barrett 
                             (Lee Ann Wolfe, Victoria and Alison) 
Sunday:  Jacqueline Esther Garcia Vigil 
                                     (Edith’s Cursillo Group Reunion) 
Monday:  For the Intentions of Lee Ann Wolfe 
                                                       (Clark & Theresa Sparrow) 
Tuesday:   Tara Katarba Tamanelli   
                                                      (Alec & Charlene Garden) 
Wednesday:  Rocco Salduttti  (Sue Geissler) 
Thursday:   Alex Rabago  (John & Mary Alice Demangone) 
Friday:  Bob & Hilda Brenner  (Bob & Bev Brenner ) 
Saturday:  William Dougherty  (Children) 
Sunday:  Alice M. Grenell  (Joan Grenell) 

Offertory Mar. 15, 2020  
Sunday Offering      $  2, 015.00 
Easter Flowers       $     795.25 
Special Envelopes       $      35.00 
         

Thank You for your Generosity 

 A Sanctuary Lamp burns this week for: 
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Access to FORMED  
Parishioners can register by searching the zip code or parish name: 
Go to www.formed.org/signup 

1. Select your parish or enter Parish Code RZ8ZR8 

2. Register with your name and email address 

3. Check that email account for a link to begin using FORMED 
In the future go to www.watch.formed.org/login 
 
Access to Bishop Barron – Word on Fire 
 Go to the website:  www.wordonfire.org 
 Click on Resources 
 Click on Daily Mass 
 
Access to Ascension Press 
 Go to the website:  www.ascensionpress.org 
 Browse for what you want. 
 
Access to EWTN 
 Go to the website www.ewtn.com 
 
Access to the Diocese of Scranton 
 Go to the website www.dioceseofscranton.org 
 
Access to Dynamic Catholic 
 Go to the website www.dynamiccatholic.com 

. . .  from the  Marriage  Tip  Jar               

        “ Think before you speak “ 

The Heavens Declare The Glory Of God!  

Celebrate the beginning of Spring with this guided prayer service  

that can be found in the MISSIO resources library.  

Spring is a time of change. Some changes we await eagerly, others we resist. Some changes we plan, 
others arrive uninvited. To accept all of these changes, we ask for Your Grace, Lord. May Spring’s sun-
light and rain be reminders that You are at work renewing the earth, just as You are always at work in 
our lives, renewing us through change. Open our eyes to the changes needed in our lives and our world 
this spring. May our work for the missions change us, making us more open to the wonders You have 

created in this world of change. Amen               ~  From MISSIO     Powered by the Pontifical Mission Societies 
www.missio.org 

Father Ed Recommends these Resources:     

 

 

 

 

I know  

God won’t give me 

anything I can’t handle. 

I just wish 

He didn’t trust me  

so much. 

~ St. Mother Teresa of Kalkata 

https://formed.org/signup
http://www.ascensionpress.org


RICHARD M. FARLEY 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

         ——————————— 
 

521 MAIN STREET               570-265-4993 

TOWANDA, PA 18848    FAX: 570-265-5996 

                           E-mail:  rmfarley@epix.net                

              

Knights of Columbus 
TOWANDA COUNCIL, No. 3915 

7 Poplar St., Towanda PA  18848 

Meetings 2nd Wednesdays at 7 pm 

Contact:  570-265-2113 

ST. AGNES SCHOOL 
A Roman Catholic School of the Diocese of Scranton 

Pre-K (3 & 4 Years of Age) to Grade 6 
Middle States Accredited 

 

570-265-6803 
 

102 Third Street 
Towanda PA  18848 

 

www.edline.net/pages/StAgnes 

570-268-7653 
570-888-2202 

 

Please  Remember  in  Your  prayers_  
 

Art Badger; Nancy Barrett; Josie Beale; Gus Branish; Donna Brown; Carol  
Brubaker; Tom Burger; Angela Burke; Chris Cole; Beth Coleman; Patricia  
Coleman; Jon Curtis; Monica Curtis; Margaret DeMarco; Patricia Dibble; Mary 
Theresa Dorsey; Rachel Dugan; Stephanie Duggan; George Emery; Helen Fin-
lan; Christina Fleury; Sally Groff; Linda Hilscher; Eric Hodgdon; Evelyn Hoff;  
John Hoffman, Sr.; Billy Hollenback;  Polly Karschner; Annette McClure; 
Deany McGarrigle; Mickey McGarrigle;  Sharon Mahaffey;  Nate Miller; Paul 
Moran; Ethan Neuber; Irma O’Keeefe; Jean Perry; Cindy Robinson;  Mary Ann 
Schram; Eugenia Serpe; Pastor Rachel Stahle; Charmaine Stempel; Mackenzie 
Kempner Taylor;  Ed and Barbara Ulatowski; Prairie Rose Upton; Barbara 
Westfall; Sharon Wilson; and 5 Special Intentions.   

OTTAVIANI  OPTOMETRY 
 

 

 1932 GOLDEN  MILE  RD            55 

MAIN ST 

  P.O. BOX 599                           P.O.  

BOX 505 

  WYSOX  PA  18854                   WY-

 

SS. PETER  &  PAUL  CEMETERY 
JAMES STREET -  N.  TOWANDA 

 

2 AND 4 Grave Lots Available 
 

Business Office:  106 Third St., Towanda  PA 18848         570-265-2113 

 

BARRETT  LAW  OFFICES 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 
 

                               
507 West Pine Street    21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Athens, PA  18810    Canton, PA  17724 
570-888-0297                                 570-673-5180  
Fax: 570-888-4142                    or 570-364-5799 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com    Fax: 570-673-5780 
                       patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

A Community Funeral, Cremation, and Memorial Resource Service  
Owned & Operated by the Bowen Family 

Providing Professional Services that Respond to Personal Needs 

Complete Pre-Arranged Funeral Planning — Burial And Cremation Services. 

Out-Of-Town Receiving and Transfer Service, Monument Service 

www.bowenfuneralhomes.com 

Bowen-Farr Funeral Home  
 

570-258-3456 

 

6 Gordon Farr St.—Ulster,  Pa. 18850 
 

Brandon B. Allis 

Funeral Director—Supervisor 

Maryott-Bowen Funeral Home Inc. 
 

570-265-2272 

 

217 York Ave., Towanda PA  18848 
 

James A. Bowen 

Funeral Director, Owner / Supervisor 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1841– 2016 

 

SS Peter 

and Paul 

Church 

 
 

Bob Hugo  570-265-6615 
106 River St.,  Towanda, PA 

 

Auto  *  Home  *  Life  *  Fin. Services 
 

bob.hugo.bt7s@statefarm.com 

~~Green’s Auto Mart, Inc.~~ 
Quality Used Cars at a Fair Price 

1503 Golden Mile Rd.  Towanda PA                          

        Greensautomart.com       
 570-265-AUTO(2886) 

  FAX 570-265-8149 

 

 Before You Pay  ~  See Rick or Ray 
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376 Leisure Drive 

Towanda, PA 
 

Phone  570-265-7302 
 

Fax  570-265-5065 

If you would like to join our parish, contact: 
SS. Peter & Paul Church—106 Third St.—Towanda PA 18848 

Call 570-265-2113 or email stppp@epix.net 

REQUEST  FOR  PARISH  REGISTRATION  FORM 

Name ____________________________Date__________ 

Address____________________________________________ 

City,Zip _________________________Phone _____________        

CHRISTINA   FLEURY 

Attorney 
Elder Law & More 

517 Main St.  ~  Towanda 

570.265.6000 

www.ChristinaFleury.com 

 

 



Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord  -  March 25, 2020 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 Four weeks ago today, Lent began with the celebration of Ash Wednesday and its cherished invita-
tion to rend our hearts and return to the Lord. We embraced this holy season of penance, sacrifice and con-
version, hoping and praying that as Lent annually carries us to Holy Week and Easter, our lives of faith 
would be renewed and reflect a bit more clearly the life and love of Jesus. On Ash Wednesday, none of us 
could have imagined the depth of sacrifice that the current health crisis would demand of us.  
 On March 16, 2020, I suspended the celebration of all public Masses in the eleven counties of the 
Diocese of Scranton. While so many of you expressed how heartbroken you were with this decision, you 
embraced it willingly in a spirit of faith and self-sacrifice in order that the Church could do its part in miti-
gating the spread of the coronavirus. 
 Today, sadly, we are called to sacrifice even further for the sake of serving one another in our battle 
against this dreaded disease. The cherished Liturgies of Holy Week and Easter – Palm Sunday, the Mass of 
the Lord’s Supper followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, the Celebration of the Lord’s Passion, 
the Great Vigil of Easter and Easter Sunday Masses – will all be celebrated privately, without all of you, 
the blessed faithful who make up the Diocese of Scranton – filling our churches as you have always done 
during these most sacred days. The Chrism Mass will be deferred to a later date when the current health 
crisis has passed. 

While this ongoing pandemic is calling us to be socially distant from one another, it does not mean 
we need to be spiritually distant. I invite you and your family to join me in prayer as we renew our efforts 
to turn to the Lord. While not open to the public, all of our Holy Week liturgies at the Cathedral of Saint 
Peter in Scranton will be broadcast on CTV: Catholic Television and live-streamed on the Diocese of Scran-
ton’s website and social media platforms. Many parishes will also plan to broadcast their own Masses. 

 As we seek to come to terms with this latest casualty of the coronavirus, I want to share with 
you a recent encouraging directive of the Holy See regarding the Sacrament of Reconciliation, firmly root-
ed in the traditions of our Church. With the increasing difficulty for individuals to receive the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation due to the current health crisis, the faithful are reminded that by having perfect contri-
tion, one can receive the forgiveness of sins apart from going to confession.  Perfect contrition requires the 
following three things: a love of God above all else; a sincere desire for the forgiveness from sin; and the 
resolution to go to confession as soon as possible when this health crisis subsides. Please take consolation 
in knowing that while you may not have access to the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the power and love of 
God is far greater than we can imagine. For all who sincerely express contrition, your sins are forgiven. 

 My friends, in so many respects, it seems that the disciplines of Lent will last a bit longer 
this year as we continue to sacrifice, to pray and to serve in unimaginable ways. Yet, through God’s grace, 
I hope that we can begin to see one of the blessings of this difficult moment in our lives. In the midst of 
this crisis, so many of you are responding generously and courageously to the Gospel invitation to walk in 
the footsteps of Jesus, sacrificing our own well-being and serving selflessly the lives that God places in our 
own. 

 As we confront the uncertainty of our future, may we recognize that our greatest hope has 
always been rooted in our embrace of the mystery of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection – the heart of 
our faith as Christians. Good Friday, with its suffering and pain, always yields to power of Easter and its 
promise of life and peace! So too will this moment in our lives. 

 May God continue to bless you and your family and keep you safe.  
 Saint Joseph, pray for us! 
 

Faithfully yours in Christ, 

   †Joseph C. Bambera 

                Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L. 
    Bishop of Scranton 
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FRIDAY ABSTINENCE 
 Bishop Bambera has granted a dispensation from the obligation to abstain from meat for this Friday, March 
27, 2020 and next Friday, April 4, 2020. The obligation of fasting and abstinence still applies on Good Friday, 
April 10, 2020. 
 
PERFECT CONTRITION 
 With the increasing difficulty for individuals to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation due to the current 
health crisis, the faithful of the Diocese of Scranton are reminded that by having perfect contrition one can receive 
the forgiveness of sins, apart from going to confession.   
 
Perfect contrition requires the following three things:  

 A love of God above all else 

 A sincere desire for the forgiveness from sin 
The resolution to go to confession as soon as possible when this health crisis subsides 

 
PLENARY INDULGENCE 
 His Holiness, Pope Francis, has also granted a plenary indulgence under specific conditions. 
The faithful who qualify for a plenary indulgence during the coronavirus pandemic: 

 Those suffering from the coronavirus illness 
Health care workers, family members, and others caring for those with the coronavirus (exposing themselves to 

the virus) 

The faithful must do at least one of the following: 

 Unite yourself spiritually through the media in the celebration of the Holy Mass 

 Recite the Rosary 

 Pious practice of the Way of the Cross (or other forms of devotion) 
Recite the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and a Hail Mary 

The faithful must be willing to perform all of the following as soon as possible: (considered the three usual conditions 
for a plenary indulgence) 

 Going to Confession  

 Receiving Holy Communion 
Praying for the intentions of Pope Francis 

 
OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

There are to be no parish Easter basket blessings.  Pastors and parish life coordinators are encouraged to offer pa-
rishioners resources for prayer and a blessing of Easter foods which can be found on the diocesan website (under 
Parish Life) or in the Book of Blessings #1701-1723.    

Appended to the Bishop’s Letter 

Brothers and Sisters: 
 As we have seen, the national and global situation regarding the coronavirus remains critical. We 
must not lose faith in the goodness of Jesus and his love for us.  Our life with him, our eternal life, 
is already planted within us by grace; we remain firmly in the loving hands of our Lord, and nothing can 
snatch us out of his hand. 
 Let us remember the words of Saint Paul, written also during a time of great trial:  What will sepa-
rate us from the love of Christ?  Will anguish, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or the sword?  As it is written: “For your sake we are being slain all the day; we are looked upon as sheep 
to be slaughtered.”  In all these things we conquer overwhelmingly through him who loved us.  For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor present things, nor future things, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom 8:35-39). 
 On this Fifth Sunday of Lent, with a “stone” that seems to come between us and Jesus in the Holy 
Eucharist, we make an act of faith and spiritual communion, trusting that the power of his 
grace and mercy reaches us still. We give him our worship and our praise and our gratitude, for his love 
endures forever.  

~ Brother Sebastian, O.P., MAGNIFICAT email message to parish 3/27/2020 
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https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Easter-Basket-Blessing-for-Lay-Persons.pdf

