
SAINT  PETER  AND  SAINT  PAUL,  PRAY  FOR  US! 
Parish Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday:  9 am to 3 pm 

The Parish in the heart of the Endless Mountains 
Serving Bradford County since 1841 

SACRAMENTS 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated Sundays after the 11:00 a.m. 
Mass.  First time parents are asked to attend a welcoming session prior to 
baptism.  Godparents are asked to present a sponsor card.  Please call the 
parish office as soon as possible after your child’s birth to plan his or her 
baptism. 
 

The Sacrament of Marriage—engaged couples should notify the pastor 
at least six months prior to their proposed date.  Couples participate in a 
preparation program. 
 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick—please call the parish of-
fice for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health care facili-
ty. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is the official process used 
by the Church to bring adults into the Catholic faith. 

SPIRITUAL  DEVOTIONS 
 

The Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and the Divine Mercy Chaplet are prayed 
in common before weekday Masses. 
 

The Perpetual Novena of the Miracu-
lous Medal is prayed in common every 
Monday after the 8:30 a.m. Mass. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration is held from 9:00 
a.m. on the Thursday preceding First Fri-
day until 2:00 p.m. on Friday in Grotto 
Hall and the church. 
 

Sacred Heart Devotions are prayed in 
common after First Friday Masses. 
 

Devotions to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary  are prayed in common after the 
First Saturday Masses. 
 

Parish Prayer Line requests 
Call Annette at  570-265-9691. 

Fourth Sunday of Lent          †                       March 22, 2020 

Saints Peter and Paul Church 
106 Third Street  -  Towanda, Pennsylvania  18848-1798 

Phone:  570-265-2113            FAX:  570-265-2114 

E-mail:  stppp@epix.net        Website:  sspeterandpaulchurch.net 

Pastor:  Rev. Edward L. Michelini 

 

Lent is not just a time for squaring  

                                   conscious accounts: 

       but rather for realizing what we had 

perhaps 

not seen before. 

The Light of Lent 

is given us 

 to help us with this  

   realization. 

 

Thomas Merton 

All public Masses, services 

and meetings are now 

temporarily suspended. 

Parishioners are urged to 

follow CDC and State 

guidelines to limit exposure 

to the coronavirus. 

Updates will be posted on 

the parish website: 

sspeterandpaulchurch.net 



March 16, 2020 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 Effective immediately, and until further notice, I have suspended the celebration of Masses open to the 
public and all public gatherings in all diocesan parishes, worship sites, college campuses, chapels and health 
care facilities in the eleven counties of the Diocese of Scranton. 
 Churches of the Diocese will remain open daily for individual private prayer. The time frame for each 
parish is to be determined by its pastor or parish life coordinator.   The dispensation from the obligation to 
attend Mass during this time remains in effect. 
 Scheduled sacramental celebrations such as weddings, baptisms or funerals will be permitted, but at-
tendance will be limited to immediate family members and follow any guidelines established by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. The sacraments of the Anointing of the Sick and Reconciliation will be 
available, when requested individually, by the faithful in cases of serious need. 
 It deeply saddens me to take this temporary action, knowing the depth of your faith and your desire to 
celebrate the Holy Eucharist on a regular basis. In light of continued concerns surrounding COVID-19, and 
upon the advice of medical experts, it is clear that we, as a faith community, must do our part in order to help 
slow the spread of this virus. 
 The number of faithful souls who filled our churches this past weekend, even with the dispensation 
from the obligation to attend Mass, was deeply consoling to me. As you always have, so many of you are 
turning to your faith as the surest place where we will find God’s peace, consolation and hope. 
 Unfortunately, the presence of such great numbers of worshippers in our churches is not serving our 
efforts to help mitigate the spread of the Coronavirus. In an effort to prevent overwhelming our hospitals and 
health care facilities, national, state and local leaders have urged people to avoid large gatherings of people 
and keep appropriate social distancing from one another. 
 As your bishop, in addition to the care of souls, the safety and health of all of our faithful parishioners, 
friends and those we welcome through our outreach and service, is of utmost importance to me. As such, the 
decision that I have announced, while difficult, is the best way for us to work together to serve the common 
good of all, both in our parishes and in our communities. 
 During these challenging times, it is also crucial that we not forget who we are as Christians. May we 
continue to offer, in whatever way we can, care and concern for those who are most vulnerable, including the 
poor, our senior citizens and those who are ill. I also urge those who can do so to maintain support for your 
parishes during these difficult days in order to sustain the ministries and outreach services for parishioners 
and those most in need. 
 Despite the suspension of public Masses, a private Mass will be celebrated daily in the Cathedral of 
Saint Peter in Scranton, and made available on CTV: Catholic Television of the Diocese of Scranton. On 
weekdays, the Mass will be broadcast at 12:10 p.m., 3:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. On weekends, the Saturday Vigil 
Mass will be broadcast at 4:00 p.m. and rebroadcast on Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. The Masses will also 
be streamed on the Diocese of Scranton’s website (www.dioceseofscranton.org), made available on the Dio-
cese of Scranton’s social media platforms (Facebook, Twitter and Instagram) and will be accessible on the 
Diocese of Scranton’s YouTube channel. 
 Additional resources for individual parishioners to deepen their faith during Lent are also available on 
the Diocese of Scranton’s website. 
During this sacred season of Lent, we are being asked to sacrifice more than ever before – particularly with 
the loss of cherished religious practices, most especially the celebration of the Holy Eucharist. May we do so 
mindful of the selfless sacrifice of Jesus and for the sake of our brothers and sisters who are most vulnerable 
and in need of our help. 
 The Diocese of Scranton continues to monitor the rapidly evolving health situation regarding the coro-
navirus. We are constantly monitoring directives from national, state and local officials. This policy will be 
reassessed on a regular basis, in addition to the plans for Holy Week and Easter. 
 God bless you and keep each of you in His care. Let us continue to pray for one another. 
 

Faithfully yours in Christ, 
†Joseph C. Bambera 
Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L. 
Bishop of Scranton 
  



Mass Intentions   Mar. 21  -  29  (Private Masses) 
 

Saturday:  Rosemary Wood  (Family) 
Sunday:  Veronica M. Hollenback  (Thomas Hollenback) 
Monday:  Jake DeWan  (Family) 
Tuesday:  Rita Bustin  (Mary Bustin) 
Wednesday:  Rose & Jim Lenox  (Family) 
Thursday:  Charles and Jim Driscoll  (Sylvia Hilfiger) 
Friday:  Sharon Miller  (Victoria Wolfe Saia) 
Saturday:  Helen Elizabeth Barrett 
                                   (Lee Ann Wolfe, Victoria and Alison)  
Sunday:  Jacqueline Esther Garcia Vigil  
                                          (Edith’s Cursillo Group Reunion) Offertory Mar. 8, 2020  

Sunday Offering      $  3,384.00 
Aid to Education      $     579.00 
Special Envelopes       $      15.00 
         

Thank You for your Generosity 

 A Sanctuary Lamp burns this week for: 
 
 

 

3 

Deanery Penance Services  -  Sundays 

          Suspended until further notice. 

CRS Collection 
 Previously scheduled for this week, the 
Catholic Relief Services Collection to help Jesus in 
disguise:  this collection helps six Catholic agen-
cies to provide struggling communities with relief 
and support and to work for peace and reconcilia-
tion among our marginalized brothers and sisters 
here and around the world.  Please pray for these 
works, and prayerfully consider how you can sup-
port this collection later.  Find out more at:    
  www.usccb.org/catholic-relief 

Blindness 

 A blind person asked St. Anthony, “Can there be 

anything worse than losing your sight?” 

 He replied, “Yes, losing your vision!” 

St. Agnes School  and   CCD 

 All classes suspended until further notice. 

St. Margaret Clitherow  -  Feast Day March 26 
 

St. Margaret Clitherow, patroness of converts, was led 

to the Catholic Church in England during times of great 

persecution in the 16th century.  She harbored fugitive 

priests, and was therefore martyred on March 25, 1586.  

May her zeal reach all those whose hearts and minds 

have been converted to Jesus and those who live their 

vocations in trying circumstances. 

. . .  from the  Marriage  Tip  Jar               

                 “ Patience “ 

FORMED – Access to FORMED 
 1. Go to formed.org/signup 
 2.  Select your parish   Parishioners can register by searching the zip code or parish name: 
 3.  Register with your name and email address 
 4.  Check that email account for a link to begin using FORMED 
Need help getting there?  Call Sharon 570-265-3080   
 * Be sure and share with us what you discover there on the site, also what you would recommend to 
others or  that we could describe in the bulletin.  Mention it to Fr. Ed, or call 570-265-2113 or email 
stppp@yahoo.com.   

Year  of  St.  Joseph 
 This year marks the 150th Anniversary of Pope Pius IX’s decree naming Saint 
Joseph, husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary and foster-father of Jesus, as the Patron of 
the Universal Church.  In commemoration of this anniversary and recognizing the  
fitting time for the Church to invoke the intercession of this guardian, His Excellency, 

Bishop Joseph C. Bambera ha s declared this year as a “Year of Saint Joseph” to be ob-
served in the Diocese of Scranton from March 19, 2020 to March 19, 2021.   
 Bishop Bambera states, “Just as Saint Joseph watched over and protected the 
Lord Jesus while he was on earth, we need Saint Joseph to watch over and provide for 
the Church today.  His intercession on behalf of the Universal Church is vital as the 
world faces so much upheaval and pain, and particularly as it confronts the uncertainty 
and pain of the coronavirus epidemic.”  
  

Bishop Bambera invites all of the faithful to renew their devotion to St. Joseph 
during this commemorative year, and to seek his powerful intercession to safely guard 
the Church from all evils, just as he protected the Holy Family from harm.  A Closing 
Mass for the Year will be celebrated at the Cathedral of Saint Peter on Friday, March 
29, 2021. 

https://formed.org/signup


RICHARD M. FARLEY 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

         ——————————— 
 

521 MAIN STREET               570-265-4993 

TOWANDA, PA 18848    FAX: 570-265-5996 

                           E-mail:  rmfarley@epix.net                

              

Knights of Columbus 
TOWANDA COUNCIL, No. 3915 

7 Poplar St., Towanda PA  18848 

Meetings 2nd Wednesdays at 7 pm 

Contact:  570-265-2113 

ST. AGNES SCHOOL 
A Roman Catholic School of the Diocese of Scranton 

Pre-K (3 & 4 Years of Age) to Grade 6 
Middle States Accredited 

 

570-265-6803 
 

102 Third Street 
Towanda PA  18848 

 

www.edline.net/pages/StAgnes 

570-268-7653 
570-888-2202 

 

Please  Remember  in  Your  prayers_  
 

Art Badger; Nancy Barrett; Josie Beale; Gus Branish; Donna Brown; Carol  
Brubaker; Tom Burger; Angela Burke; Chris Cole; Beth Coleman; Patricia  
Coleman; Jon Curtis; Monica Curtis; Margaret DeMarco; Patricia Dibble; Mary 
Theresa Dorsey; Rachel Dugan; Stephanie Duggan; George Emery; Helen Fin-
lan; Christina Fleury; Groff; Linda Hilscher; Eric Hodgdon; Evelyn Hoff;  John 
Hoffman, Sr.; Billy Hollenback;  Polly Karschner; Annette McClure; Deany 
McGarrigle; Mickey McGarrigle;  Sharon Mahaffey;  Nate Miller; Paul Moran; 
Ethan Neuber; Irma O’Keeefe; Jean Perry; Cindy Robinson;  Mary Ann 
Schram; Eugenia Serpe; Pastor Rachel Stahle; Mackenzie Kempner Taylor;  Ed 
and Barbara Ulatowski; Prairie Rose Upton; Barbara Westfall; Sharon Wilson; 
and 5 Special Intentions.      

OTTAVIANI  OPTOMETRY 
 

 

 1932 GOLDEN  MILE  RD            55 

MAIN ST 

  P.O. BOX 599                           P.O.  

BOX 505 

  WYSOX  PA  18854                   WY-

 

SS. PETER  &  PAUL  CEMETERY 
JAMES STREET -  N.  TOWANDA 

 

2 AND 4 Grave Lots Available 
 

Business Office:  106 Third St., Towanda  PA 18848         570-265-2113 

 

BARRETT  LAW  OFFICES 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 
 

                               
507 West Pine Street    21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Athens, PA  18810    Canton, PA  17724 
570-888-0297                                 570-673-5180  
Fax: 570-888-4142                    or 570-364-5799 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com    Fax: 570-673-5780 
                       patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

A Community Funeral, Cremation, and Memorial Resource Service  
Owned & Operated by the Bowen Family 

Providing Professional Services that Respond to Personal Needs 

Complete Pre-Arranged Funeral Planning — Burial And Cremation Services. 

Out-Of-Town Receiving and Transfer Service, Monument Service 

www.bowenfuneralhomes.com 

Bowen-Farr Funeral Home  
 

570-258-3456 

 

6 Gordon Farr St.—Ulster,  Pa. 18850 
 

Brandon B. Allis 

Funeral Director—Supervisor 

Maryott-Bowen Funeral Home Inc. 
 

570-265-2272 

 

217 York Ave., Towanda PA  18848 
 

James A. Bowen 

Funeral Director, Owner / Supervisor 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1841– 2016 

 

SS Peter 

and Paul 

Church 

 
 

Bob Hugo  570-265-6615 
106 River St.,  Towanda, PA 

 

Auto  *  Home  *  Life  *  Fin. Services 
 

bob.hugo.bt7s@statefarm.com 

~~Green’s Auto Mart, Inc.~~ 
Quality Used Cars at a Fair Price 

1503 Golden Mile Rd.  Towanda PA                          

        Greensautomart.com       
 570-265-AUTO(2886) 

  FAX 570-265-8149 

 

 Before You Pay  ~  See Rick or Ray 

 

         XXXXXXXXXX5   

 

376 Leisure Drive 

Towanda, PA 
 

Phone  570-265-7302 
 

Fax  570-265-5065 

If you would like to join our parish, contact: 
SS. Peter & Paul Church—106 Third St.—Towanda PA 18848 

Call 570-265-2113 or email stppp@epix.net 

REQUEST  FOR  PARISH  REGISTRATION  FORM 

Name ____________________________Date__________ 

Address____________________________________________ 

City,Zip _________________________Phone _____________        

CHRISTINA   FLEURY 

Attorney 
Elder Law & More 

517 Main St.  ~  Towanda 

570.265.6000 

www.ChristinaFleury.com 

 

 


