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PURPOSE STATEMENT: 

We unite as an association of 

Southern Baptist churches in order 

to manifest the glory of God 

above all.  We purpose to do this 

by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and 

earnest obedience to Scripture. 

We covenant to strengthen and 

support one another, motivated 

and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture, by 

facilitating faithful preaching of 

the Word of God, proclaiming the 

gospel of the risen Lord Jesus 

Christ to all, making and gathering 

disciples, planting churches and 

coordinating unified missions 

efforts. 

“If there is no church... should you not commence one?” C. H. Spurgeon 

SBAOC Weekly Update 

NEWS & PRAYER REQUESTS 

• Please pray for me as I travel the 12th till the 15th of May to Poteet, TX. I 
will be preaching, Lord-willing, a conference in Spanish over the Five 
Solas. Paul Walker 

• The deadline to register for SBFYC is May 28th. 

If you have any news, prayer requests, articles, or events that you would like to have  
included in this update, please email the information to Tony Mattia at 
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com or call us at 785-456-8513. 

By R.C. Sproul 

October 1994 

HAVE YOU SEEN THE BUMPER STICKER "Visualize world peace"? Did you try 

it? Did it work? Presumably we are asked to create this mental picture in 

hope that it will make the picture a reality. I don't know what world peace 

would look like, but if I did, the picture would not bring it to pass. What 

boggles my mind is that people would actually believe such a silly technique 

could effect such a desirable end. 

The idea is that with the right mental technique, one could control the 

external world. This form of mental magic is not significantly different from 

the pagan lore wherein saying the magic words brings about the desired 

effect. Such magic brings forth wrath from God, and ridicule from other 

humans. Hence the cynical alternative: "Visualize whirled peas." 

Perhaps the cynicism results from the necessary brevity of bumper sticker 

theology. Given enough time for explanation, one could wrap a nice veneer 

around the nonsense and people might buy it. Try a little business veneer and 

suddenly it's what Tony Robbins and his clones shout at us.* "If we only 

believe we can accomplish it, we can!!!" Too crass for you? Try the Eastern 
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mystic veneer. Center your chakra, repeat your mantra, and only then 

visualize, and your dreams will all come true. Wrong spirituality for you? 

Try the Christian version, neatly wrapped in the Bible, first name your 

wish, next mutter Jesus' mighty name, then believe it will happen—

visualize and it shall be given unto you. 

We are a people in search of the right technique. We are on the long and 

winding road to discover the shortcut, the secret, the magic wand that 

will turn our wishes into reality. As Christians we search the Scriptures 

seeking the key to spiritual growth, all the while missing the thick and 

cumbersome answer. It's not hidden in the Book; it is the Book. We 

snicker and sneer at the world's spiritual alchemy, only to practice a 

baptized alchemy. 

This is the modern age. Shortcuts abound. It should not surprise us, then, 

when we mistakenly believe that we can find spiritual conveniences to 

match. Technology has eased our bodies; can it not also give rest to our 

souls? A thousand theories say yes, and each one fails. Go to your local 

bookstore, look at the self-help section. Book after book purports to hold 

the secret technique for your happiness. The only place you'll find a 

broader selection is at your local Christian bookstore. Shelf after shelf 

holds books promising happiness, higher self-esteem—oh, and spirituality 

in twelve, seven, or three easy steps if you're in a real hurry. 

The search for a shortcut, however, is not strictly a modern phenomenon. 

It goes back to our beginnings. While our technological prowess tempts us 

to seek spiritual techniques, the temptation began long before the 

industrial revolution. The Apostle Paul (Saul) had the technique down; he 

had been the ultimate Pharisee. His technique, and his pride in all it 

accomplished in his soul, led him to murder the early Christians. Soul 

exertion nearly drove Martin Luther out of his mind. His monkery, the 

preferred technique of his day, led not to some exalted spiritual plane but 

to a deep and foreboding abyss. 

Soul-building techniques are evidence of our drive for autonomy. Too 

many of us are like Saul, seeing our religion not as an end but as a means 

to fulfillment. Our evangelists tell us to come to Christ not because He is 

(Continued from page 1) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

SBFYC (Saved by Faith Youth Camp)

—June 20-24. Webster Conference 

Center, Salina, KS. Theme: The 

Doctrines of Grace as Evangelism 

with Dr. Jim Orrick. Grades 7-12. 

Registration information is available 

at the website: sbfyckansas.com. 

Hosted by Trinity Baptist Church, 

Wamego, KS. The deadline to 

register is May 28. For more 

information contact Tony Mattia at 

785-456-3796. 

Theology Camp—July 11-15. Logan 

Valley Christian Retreat, Ellington, 

MO. Theme: The Doctrines of Grace 

as Evangelism with Dr. Jim Orrick. 

Hosted by First Baptist Church of 

Fenton, MO. https://fbcfenton.com/

theology-camp. The deadline to 

register is June 13. For more 

information contact Terry Coker at 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com. 

 If you have a conference or event that 

you would like listed here, please 

contact Tony Mattia by email at: 

spurgeonassociation@gmail. 
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COMMENTS ON OUR  

PURPOSE STATEMENT 

We unite as an association of 
Southern Baptist churches in 
order to manifest the glory of 
God above all. We purpose to 
do this by seeking spiritual 
awakening and revival by 
intense prayer and earnest 
obedience to Scripture.  We 
covenant to strengthen and 
support one another, motivated 
and guided by the authority and 
sufficiency of Scripture, by 
facilitating faithful preaching of 
the Word of God, proclaiming 
the gospel of the risen Lord 
Jesus Christ to all, making and 
gathering disciples, planting 
churches and coordinating 
unified missions efforts. 

 

“It is needful to dwell on this 

head, because many 

Christians appear to think 

that if they are just believers, 

it is enough. We do not in 

business think it is enough if 

we barely escape bankruptcy. 

A man does not say, if his 

dear child has been ill in bed 

for years, that it is quite 

enough so long as the child is 

alive. We do not think that of 

our own bodies, that so long 

as we can breathe it is 

enough.” — C. H. Spurgeon 

the end of our existence but because He will make us happy, restore our self-

esteem, and make us more "spiritual." Jesus is now a means to get our 

finances together, improve our marriages, and free us from every 

compulsive behavior from overwork to laziness. Christ, of course, can do all 

those things. He does them, however, finally for His glory. 

Christianity is not about techniques. It offers its initiates no mystic secrets to 

take them to a higher consciousness. It is first about utter dependence. 

Our souls cannot climb out of the mire because they are dead. Salvation 

comes not to those who cry out, "Show me the way to heaven," but to those 

who cry, "Take me there for I cannot." 

Lest we see the sinner's prayer as mere technique, we must remember that 

Christ raises the dead that they might walk. We do not mumble the magic 

words and then wait to die. Christianity is about spiritual growth as well. It is 

about work, the hard work of sanctification. Regeneration is monergistic, 

God's work alone. Sanctification, the process by which we are made holy, is 

synergistic, God's work with us. 

God's part is easy for Him. He needs no shortcuts because He never tires. 

We, however, must ever fight the temptation to seek the shortcut. No 

technique will make us holy. No technique of the devil's, however, can stop 

the process of Christ making us into His image. Those whom He calls He 

sanctifies. He has given us no techniques, but He has given us gifts. Our 

responsibility is to devote ourselves to those gifts. 

Our sanctification requires the Spirit of God and, because He has so ordered 

His world, sanctification requires the disciplined and repeated use of the 

means of grace. Five minutes a day of Bible study smells like technique. And 

it is sure to fail. We must immerse ourselves in the Word of God. We must 

continue in the Word. Then, as Jesus promised, we will know the truth and 

the truth will set us free. Then we will be His disciples (John 8:31-32). 

A casual attention to the things of God will do little to nurture our growth in 

grace. This learning process is lifelong. It has no graduation ceremony this 

side of heaven. Visualizing our sanctification will accomplish nothing. We 

must work, with fear and trembling, to begin to see the fruit of the Spirit of 

God in our lives. 

* Tony Robbins (1960-) is an American motivational speaker known for encouraging 
his students to make use of self-help and positive-thinking techniques. 
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MEN AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY 

Kevin Berens 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: berens.kevin@gmail.com 

Cell Phone: 785-332-7184 

 

Tim Lambert 

Lindsborg, Kansas 

Email: tlambert@smokyvalley.org 

Phone: 785-614-3651 

 

Brad Richardson 

Lawrence, Kansas 

Email: richbud@hotmail.com 

Phone: 785-766-7268 

 

Bake Ottofy 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Email: bakeottofy@gmail.com 

Phone: 636-467-7446 

 

John Grove 

Canton, Ohio 

Email: trsjwg@gmail.com 

Phone: 352-286-5494 

 

J.W. Glidewell 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Phone: 785-772-1176 

 

WWW.SBAOC.ORG 

PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL  
AWAKENING AND REVIVAL 

• Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays 

• Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays 

The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of 

Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God 

above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an 

association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen 

and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of 

God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making 

and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified 

missions efforts. 

We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded 

body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great 

commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on 

His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is honored in all that 

we do. We welcome churches who adhere to the 

confessions of faith accepted by Southern Baptists 

throughout their history, including, but not limited to, 

the Second London Confession (1689) and the Baptist 

Faith and Message. 

PO Box 155 
Wamego KS 66547 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 
Email:  
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

S p u r g e o n  

B a p t i s t  

A s s o c i a t i o n   

o f  C h u r c h e s  

Contact Us: 

Administrative Council: 

J.W. Glidewell 
Moderator & Western Coordinator 

Phone: (785) 772-1176 

jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Terry Coker 

Vice Moderator  

& Eastern Coordinator 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com 

Tony Mattia 
Corresponding Secretary 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

Robin Jackson, At Large 

Robin.jackson@wt4n6.com 

Bill Ascol, At Large 

bascol@sbcglobal.net  

Lyn Hansen, At Large 

pastorlyn@insidenp.com 

Brandon Rhea, At Large 

brandon.m.rhea@gmail.com 

Kelly Gienger, At Large 

kpgienger@gmail.com 


