
 1 

May 5, 2022 

Volume 19, Issue 18 

Spurgeon Baptist Association  

of Churches  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Caring for Widows ................. 2-3 

Upcoming Events ...................... 2 

Contact Us ................................ 4 

Pulpit Supply ............................. 4 

Prayer Meetings ........................ 4 

PURPOSE STATEMENT: 

We unite as an association of 

Southern Baptist churches in order 

to manifest the glory of God 

above all.  We purpose to do this 

by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and 

earnest obedience to Scripture. 

We covenant to strengthen and 

support one another, motivated 

and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture, by 

facilitating faithful preaching of 

the Word of God, proclaiming the 

gospel of the risen Lord Jesus 

Christ to all, making and gathering 

disciples, planting churches and 

coordinating unified missions 

efforts. 

“If there is no church... should you not commence one?” C. H. Spurgeon 

SBAOC Weekly Update 

NEWS & PRAYER REQUESTS 

• Please pray for me as I travel the 12th till the 15th of May to Poteet, TX. I 
will be preaching, Lord-willing, a conference in Spanish over the Five 
Solas. Paul Walker 

• The SBAOC is co-sponsoring two youth camps this summer—SBFYC and 
Theology Camp. SBFYC (Saved By Faith Youth Camp) is held at Webster 
Conference Center in Salina, Kansas. Theology Camp is held at Logan 
Valley Christian Retreat in Ellington, Missouri. Both camps will have Dr. 
Jim Orrick as their main speaker and the theme is The Doctrines of Grace 
as Evangelism. See page 2 for more information. 

• The deadline to register for SBFYC is May 28th. 

If you have any news, prayer requests, articles, or events that you would like to have  
included in this update, please email the information to Tony Mattia at 
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com or call us at 785-456-8513. 

By R.C. Sproul 

In biblical terms, to be religious does not necessarily mean you are godly. To 

be religious can mean simply that you’re involved in the trappings of religion, 

that you may be a member of a false religion. Yet, the Scriptures sometimes 

speak of religion in a positive sense, in the sense of practice that is the fruit of 

true faith in Christ and commitment to His Word. 

The Apostle James focuses on religion as the practice of those who have true 

faith in Jesus, and he says that true religion demonstrates the presence of 

saving trust in the Lord (James 2:14–26). What true godliness looks like, he 

tells us, is not a matter of merely holding to right doctrine with our minds, 

though that is essential. No, true godliness means that doctrine shapes our 

lives to such a degree that we manifest the kind of life God wants us to live. 

And James gives us a succinct definition of true religion, of true godliness: 

“Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: To visit 

(Continued on page 2) 
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orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from 

the world.” James elevates the activity of caring for widows and orphans 

as the very essence of pure and undefiled religion. That strikes me as 

being very significant, and it's an idea that is neglected in the church 

today. 

In this article, I want to focus particularly on widows. Widows and their 

care figure prominently in the agenda that God has set for His church. 

One of the earliest problems that arose in the Apostolic church was that 

the widows were being neglected. And if that was a problem in the first-

century church, how much more likely is it that we, twenty centuries 

later, would be guilty of neglecting the widows in our midst? 

After my grandfather died, my grandmother moved into our home and 

lived with us for many years as I was growing up. On several occasions, 

she would talk to me late at night and weep, telling me of the burden of 

pain she had in feeling like she had not only lost her husband but that she 

had also lost her place in the community. Once her husband passed, she 

suddenly felt excluded from the things she was intimately involved with 

alongside him while he was alive. When a person loses her lifelong mate, 

it’s like losing an integral, intimate part of one’s self because husband and 

wife, we are told, in the mystery of marriage are one flesh. So, the pain of 

widowhood brings a unique dimension of loneliness. It’s jarring to 

suddenly be alone when one has been accustomed to the constant 

companionship with one’s spouse over a long period of time. Since God is 

the great Comforter of His people, it makes sense that He would have 

such concern for widows given the pain they experience. 

Now, why does James not mention the widowers? After all, the widower 

also experiences that same pang of suffering that goes with losing a 

lifelong mate. Well, every man that I’ve ever talked to always says they 

want to go first because they can't imagine living life without their wives. I 

can't prove it, but I think that’s one of the reasons why the normal life 

expectancy of the man is shorter than the life expectancy of the woman, 

because God is gracious to us men, and He knows that we're not as strong 

as women. But what I do know for sure is that widows have always 

experienced particular difficulties in every age and culture. They faced 

particular problems in the ancient world. There weren’t insurance 

programs, annuities, or other sorts of things, and without a husband, the 

(Continued from page 1) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

SBFYC (Saved by Faith Youth Camp)

—June 20-24. Webster Conference 

Center, Salina, KS. Theme: The 

Doctrines of Grace as Evangelism 

with Dr. Jim Orrick. Grades 7-12. 

Registration information is available 

at the website: sbfyckansas.com. 

Hosted by Trinity Baptist Church, 

Wamego, KS. The deadline to 

register is May 28. For more 

information contact Tony Mattia at 

785-456-3796. 

Theology Camp—July 11-15. Logan 

Valley Christian Retreat, Ellington, 

MO. Theme: The Doctrines of Grace 

as Evangelism with Dr. Jim Orrick. 

Hosted by First Baptist Church of 

Fenton, MO. https://fbcfenton.com/

theology-camp. The deadline to 

register is June 13. For more 

information contact Terry Coker at 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com. 

 If you have a conference or event that 

you would like listed here, please 

contact Tony Mattia by email at: 

spurgeonassociation@gmail. 



 3 

COMMENTS ON OUR  

PURPOSE STATEMENT 

We unite as an association of 
Southern Baptist churches in 
order to manifest the glory of 
God above all. We purpose to 
do this by seeking spiritual 
awakening and revival by 
intense prayer and earnest 
obedience to Scripture.  We 
covenant to strengthen and 
support one another, motivated 
and guided by the authority and 
sufficiency of Scripture, by 
facilitating faithful preaching of 
the Word of God, proclaiming 
the gospel of the risen Lord 
Jesus Christ to all, making and 
gathering disciples, planting 
churches and coordinating 
unified missions efforts. 

“We’re told in Isaiah 53—this 

is 700 years before the birth 

of Christ—that all of us have 

gone astray, we all need 

salvation, we’re all sinners. 

But think about this; the Lord 

laid on Him, Jesus, the 

iniquity of us all. God planned 

it. God determined to save us 

this way. There’s no other 

way for us to be saved, but 

He planned it so that we 

would live for Him and not for 

ourselves. When we see that 

Gospel, we have to reckon 

with whether or not we’ve 

believed the Gospel at all or  

we’ve just embraced it as just 

a, you know, man-centered, 

self-help, get out of hell free 

kind of ticket.”  

— Jordan Thomas 

widow was usually the most vulnerable and helpless person in the 

community. Widows had little or no means of support in ancient societies. 

Thus, the care of the widows was given to the church both in the Old 

Testament and in the New. 

Jesus frequently pays attention to widows in His teaching. Just consider the 

story of the widow’s mite in Mark 12:41–45. Who is it that normally gets the 

attention in the church? The people who are the big donors, the ones whose 

donations are so important to the ongoing funding of the church’s budget. 

Few pay attention to the poverty-stricken person who makes a tiny donation 

that’s insignificant to the budget’s bottom line. But Jesus noticed what 

everyone else overlooked. He told His hearers to look at the poor widow. 

Even though the woman gave only the equivalent of two pennies to the 

temple, she put in more than all the rest of the people who donated heavily 

to the treasury because in giving out of her own poverty, she gave out of her 

devotion to God. 

One of the most tender moments recorded in the New Testament is found 

in John 19:16b–27. While Christ was on the cross, He looked in the direction 

of His mother, who was an eyewitness to His passion, and He said to her, 

“Woman, behold your son!” He was not asking His mother to look at Him. 

Obviously, she already was looking at Him. Then, Jesus said to John, “Behold 

your mother!” In His dying moments, Jesus was commending the care of His 

widowed mother to His beloved disciple, John. On the cross, Jesus said to 

John, “John, you take care of My mother. She’s a widow, so let her be to you 

as your own mother.” To Mary, He said, “Mother, let John be to you as your 

own son.” 

What are sons for? To look after their mothers. What are mothers for but to 

look after their children? When you think of all of the years and the 

opportunities where mothers have looked after their children when they 

enter into their loneliness, the first line of care is to be the surviving family. 

But it by no means stops there, because the larger family is the church. 

James, the brother of Jesus, sees this mandate to care for widows as so 

important that he uses it to describe the crystallized essence of true religion. 

Do you think you’re religious, but you don't care about the widows? Your 

religion is an exercise in futility, because James says pure and undefiled 

religion is the care of widows and of orphans in times of trouble. 

This article was originally published in Tabletalk magazine. 

https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/caring-widows
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MEN AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY 

Kevin Berens 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: berens.kevin@gmail.com 

Cell Phone: 785-332-7184 

 

Tim Lambert 

Lindsborg, Kansas 

Email: tlambert@smokyvalley.org 

Phone: 785-614-3651 

 

Brad Richardson 

Lawrence, Kansas 

Email: richbud@hotmail.com 

Phone: 785-766-7268 

 

Bake Ottofy 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Email: bakeottofy@gmail.com 

Phone: 636-467-7446 

 

John Grove 

Canton, Ohio 

Email: trsjwg@gmail.com 

Phone: 352-286-5494 

 

J.W. Glidewell 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Phone: 785-772-1176 

 

WWW.SBAOC.ORG 

PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL  
AWAKENING AND REVIVAL 

• Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays 

• Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays 

The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of 

Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God 

above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an 

association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen 

and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of 

God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making 

and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified 

missions efforts. 

We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded 

body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great 

commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on 

His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is honored in all that 

we do. We welcome churches who adhere to the 

confessions of faith accepted by Southern Baptists 

throughout their history, including, but not limited to, 

the Second London Confession (1689) and the Baptist 

Faith and Message. 

PO Box 155 
Wamego KS 66547 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 
Email:  
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

S p u r g e o n  

B a p t i s t  

A s s o c i a t i o n   

o f  C h u r c h e s  

Contact Us: 

Administrative Council: 

J.W. Glidewell 
Moderator & Western Coordinator 

Phone: (785) 772-1176 

jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Terry Coker 

Vice Moderator  

& Eastern Coordinator 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com 

Tony Mattia 
Corresponding Secretary 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

Robin Jackson, At Large 

Robin.jackson@wt4n6.com 

Bill Ascol, At Large 

bascol@sbcglobal.net  

Lyn Hansen, At Large 

pastorlyn@insidenp.com 

Brandon Rhea, At Large 

brandon.m.rhea@gmail.com 

Kelly Gienger, At Large 

kpgienger@gmail.com 


