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PURPOSE STATEMENT: 

We unite as an association of 

Southern Baptist churches in order 

to manifest the glory of God 

above all.  We purpose to do this 

by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and 

earnest obedience to Scripture. 

We covenant to strengthen and 

support one another, motivated 

and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture, by 

facilitating faithful preaching of 

the Word of God, proclaiming the 

gospel of the risen Lord Jesus 

Christ to all, making and gathering 

disciples, planting churches and 

coordinating unified missions 

efforts. 

“If there is no church... should you not commence one?” C. H. Spurgeon 

SBAOC Weekly Update 

NEWS & PRAYER REQUESTS 

• The SBAOC bi-annual meeting will be April 23 at 9:00 am (CST) via Microsoft 
Teams. If you plan to attend this online meeting, please contact Terry Coker to 
register as soon as possible at Terry.Coker@SBAOC.onmicrosoft.com. 

• The SBAOC is co-sponsoring two youth camps this summer—SBFYC and Theology 
Camp. SBFYC (Saved By Faith Youth Camp) is held at Webster Conference Center 
in Salina, Kansas. Theology Camp is held at Logan Valley Christian Retreat in 
Ellington, Missouri. Both camps will have Dr. Jim Orrick as their main speaker 
and the theme is The Doctrines of Grace as Evangelism. See page 2 for more 
information. 

If you have any news, prayer requests, articles, or events that you would like to have  
included in this update, please email the information to Tony Mattia at 
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com or call us at 785-456-8513. 

Earlier this month, we held our annual Grace Bible Conference here at Rockport 

Baptist Church.  Our speakers were Jason Arens of Journey South County;  Geoff 

Kirkland of Christ Fellowship; and our main speaker was Don Currin of HeartCry 

Missionary Society.  Our theme was the Love of Christ. 

It was truly a blessed time as the Lord met with us again and again to reveal to us His 

great mercy.  We are grateful for the help provided by the Spurgeon Baptist 

Association which enabled us to provide for our speakers without having to charge 

for the conference. This was a great help and enabled the majority of our people 

and others in the area to attend.  Attendance ranged from 130 to 240. 

So once again, thank you brothers and sisters for your help.  Below you will find a 

link to the messages that were preached. 

https://www.sermonaudio.com/search.asp?

currSection=sermonstopic&keyword=Grace+Bible+Conference+2022&keyworddesc

=Grace+Bible+Conference+2022&seriesOnly=true&sourceid=rockportbaptist 

In His Grace, 

S Scott Lee 

Rockport Baptist Church, Arnold, Missouri 

GRACE BIBLE CONFERENCE 

https://www.sermonaudio.com/search.asp?currSection=sermonstopic&keyword=Grace+Bible+Conference+2022&keyworddesc=Grace+Bible+Conference+2022&seriesOnly=true&sourceid=rockportbaptist
https://www.sermonaudio.com/search.asp?currSection=sermonstopic&keyword=Grace+Bible+Conference+2022&keyworddesc=Grace+Bible+Conference+2022&seriesOnly=true&sourceid=rockportbaptist
https://www.sermonaudio.com/search.asp?currSection=sermonstopic&keyword=Grace+Bible+Conference+2022&keyworddesc=Grace+Bible+Conference+2022&seriesOnly=true&sourceid=rockportbaptist
https://rockportbaptist.org/
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by Samuel Willard 

It was required that Christ should rise from the dead. Just as he had to 

die, he had to rise and live.  This was necessary for several reasons: 

1. He rose again to prove and declare that he was the Son of God, Rom. 

1:4.  During his Humiliation and particularly in his death, Christ’s divinity 

was obscured under a veil of the many infirmities of his humanity, but in 

his resurrection he proved his eternal power and Godhead.  Indeed it is 

true that others were raised, and indeed shortly all shall rise; therefore 

merely to be raised from the dead is not proof of the divinity of the one 

raised.  Yet, for someone to raise himself by his own power, that is suffi-

cient proof of divinity. He gave evidence of divinity by raising others in his 

name, but he was required to raise himself by his own power to prove 

himself God. 

There was a further proof of his divinity in the resurrection in that he died 

according to the Law and justice of God, sentenced as our Surety to suffer 

the whole weight of the wrath of God.  For him to be released from this 

sentence, after he had been born for that very purpose, and to live again 

having fulfilled all the demands of justice upon him, proves him to be 

God.  The weight of wrath that he bore would have broken the whole of 

creation and they would never have been released. 

2. In this way he attested to his perfect victory over death and our spir-

itual enemies. It was not enough that Christ should die for us.  In dying, 

he must be a conqueror; otherwise his death would not profit us.  Indeed, 

he suffered in order that he might overcome, Heb. 2:14, “That through 

death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the dev-

il.”  This was shown and proven by his resurrection.  This is the reason 

why Paul after he had demonstrated by many arguments that Christ was 

risen and then shown what was the glorious cause of it, concluded the 

passage with a note of triumph, 1 Cor. 15:57, “But thanks be to God, who 

gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  It is true that Christ 

conquered all on his cross: there the battle was fought and there the vic-

tory was gained.  But that victory was made into a triumph in his resurrec-

tion.  Now his enemies fled, quitting the field. Psa. 68:1, “Let God arise, let 

his enemies be scattered; let those also who hate him flee before 

him.”  He made a conquest of death itself and it lay dead at his 
(Continued on page 3) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Spurgeon Library Conference—

APRIL 27 @ 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

Spurgeon Library, Kansas City, MO. 

www.mbts.edu/event/spurgeon-

library-conference/ 

SBFYC (Saved by Faith Youth Camp)

—June 20-24. Webster Conference 

Center, Salina, KS. Theme: The 

Doctrines of Grace as Evangelism 

with Dr. Jim Orrick. Grades 7-12. 

Registration information is available 

at the website: sbfyckansas.com. 

Hosted by Trinity Baptist Church, 

Wamego, KS. The deadline to 

register is May 28. For more 

information contact Tony Mattia at 

785-456-3796. 

Theology Camp—July 11-15. Logan 

Valley Christian Retreat, Ellington, 

MO. Theme: The Doctrines of Grace 

as Evangelism with Dr. Jim Orrick. 

Hosted by First Baptist Church of 

Fenton, MO. https://fbcfenton.com/

theology-camp. The deadline to 

register is June 13. For more 

information contact Terry Coker at 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com. 

 If you have a conference or event that 

you would like listed here, please 

contact Tony Mattia by email at: 

spurgeonassociation@gmail. 

THE NECESSITY OF CHRIST’S RESURRECTION 
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COMMENTS ON OUR  

PURPOSE STATEMENT 

We unite as an association of 
Southern Baptist churches in 
order to manifest the glory of 
God above all. We purpose to 
do this by seeking spiritual 
awakening and revival by 
intense prayer and earnest 
obedience to Scripture.  We 
covenant to strengthen and 
support one another, motivated 
and guided by the authority and 
sufficiency of Scripture, by 
facilitating faithful preaching of 
the Word of God, proclaiming 
the gospel of the risen Lord 
Jesus Christ to all, making and 
gathering disciples, planting 
churches and coordinating 
unified missions efforts. 

“Yes, if you accept the gospel 

you have found your God, but 

if you reject the gospel you 

have rejected God himself.” 

— C.H. Spurgeon, 1919.498 

“But what they say may not 

after all be true; for the 

gospel is such a living gospel 

that, if it were cut into a 

thousand shreds, every 

particle of it would live and 

grow. If it were buried 

beneath a thousand 

avalanches of error, it would 

shake off the incubus and rise 

from its grave. If it were cast 

into the midst of fire it would 

walk through the flame as it 

has done many a time, as 

though it were in its natural 

element.” — C. H. Spurgeon, 

2010.113 

feet.  Christ would never be known as a conqueror except for this.  If death 

had held him as her captive, where would his victory be? 

3. He rose for our justification. “Who was delivered up because of our 

offences, and was raised because of our justification,” Rom. 4:25.  As he died 

to pay our debt, so he rose again to acquit or absolve us from it.  Christ’s res-

urrection was both his and our discharge: his, when he stood as our surety 

bond for us, and ours, as those for whom he was Surety.  As Christ by dying 

was made virtually, so by rising he becomes actually the object of our justify-

ing faith. 

He became a sufficient object of faith not merely by undertaking to appear in 

our place, but by actually making an end of the transgressions on our ac-

count and paying our whole debt.  If he had not made satisfaction for us, we 

could not in justice have been pardoned.  If he had not fully reconciled us to 

God and completely answered the Law’s demands, we could not have been 

saved.  Therefore if he had continued on in death, it would have shown the 

continuing need for payment; which would have revealed its imperfection 

and consequently its invalidity.  Christ could not rise until justice acquitted 

him.  His bond was submitted for our cause and it must be accepted by the 

Judge and that only by a full payment of the bond.  When he arose, this bond 

was returned to him, and cancelled.  Our debt is paid; our bond is re-

turned.  Therefore his resurrection stands in opposition to all that could be 

laid to our charge, Rom. 8:34.  Therefore this is one of the arguments that 

the Apostle uses to prove that Christ must be risen, “And if Christ is not ris-

en, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins!” 1 Cor. 15:17. 

4. It was to put Christ into a proper condition for the completing of the 

work remaining in the execution of his offices. We observed in a [another] 

sermon that Christ executes his offices in both states of Humiliation and Exal-

tation.  As our Priest, here he was to satisfy justice for us and afterwards to 

intercede for us, Heb. 7:25.  As our Prophet, here he taught with his mouth, 

but there he sent forth his Spirit and therefore he had to go to the Father, 

John 16:17.  As our King, here he commanded his disciples and gave them 

laws, but he must also govern them by his power and wield the scepter over 

the world.  This was accomplished by his resurrection, Psa. 2:6 and following, 

cf. Acts 13:33.  Indeed, there was the glory of a mediator promised to him as 

a reward for his obedience, and it was necessary for him to rise in order to 

take possession of it, Luke 24:26, “Ought not the Christ to have suffered 

these things and to enter into His glory?” 

5. It was necessary for him to rise, so he would be the first fruits of our res-
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urrection, both spiritually and bodily. See 1 Cor. 

15:20-23.  By first fruits, we are not to understand 

first in order of time, but in order of causa-

tion.  Those who rose at Christ’s death, as described 

in the Gospel, Matt. 27:52-53, rose by the power and 

influence of his resurrection.  Furthermore it is a sure 

pledge of the resurrection of his members.  When 

the first fruits were offered to God under the Law, he 

accepted them and gave his people an assurance of 

the harvest.  The Apostle makes the same point in 1 

Cor. 15 using the order of the covenants.  Just as Ad-

am in the first covenant, standing for us, procured 

death for us, so Christ in the new covenant, being 

our Surety, has purchased a resurrection for us.  His 

resurrection is the earnest of ours, 1 Cor. 15:20. 

To summarize, Christ as God is the efficient cause: 

Christ as our substitute satisfying for our sins is the 

meritorious cause: Christ rising from the dead is the 

continuing cause of our resurrection. “A little while 

longer and the world will see me no more, but you 

will see me. Because I live, you will live also,” John 

14:19. 

APPLICATION 1. Learn from this, that it is the concern 

of all those who desire a joyful, triumphant resurrec-

tion at last to get and secure a claim to Christ’s resur-

rection.  There will be a general rising again of all 

who die, both just and unjust, but no one will rise in 

glory except those who are under the saving power 

of the resurrection of Christ. 

Others shall rise only to receive an everlasting sec-

ond fall into the bottomless pit of never-ending mis-

eries.  As long as men are out of Christ, thoughts of 

the resurrection may well be full of dread, for it is 

that which truly makes death to be a reason for ter-

ror.  If death were to put an end to the being of men, 

it would not have such fearfulness in it, as it does 

when one considers that after death comes a dread-

ful judgment and then a resurrection to condemna-

tion. 

To think that I must be restored to an incorruptible 

state for the purpose of being prepared to suffer 

eternal torments and lie in everlasting burning is a 

most confounding thought.  Is it enough to cause us 

to seriously enquire how may we escape this doom 

and be happy at the last day?  The solution is, let us 

get the power of Christ’s resurrection applied to us, 

first to raise us up from sin, which is done in this life, 

and then to raise us up to glory, which will be at the 

last day.  The second depends upon the first.  Let us 

make sure, then, that he rose for our justification by 

being in him by faith, and so we shall be both justi-

fied and glorified by him at that day. 

APPLICATION 2. Let us labor to get our faith strength-

ened and established by rightly meditating on the 

resurrection of Christ. Let this satisfy us, that Christ 

has made a complete redemption, as the Apostle ar-

gues, Heb. 7:25. Justice had him in its hands, it put 

him to death, but it has released him. A risen Surety 

must be a sufficient Savior: there can no longer be 

any reason to question whether the justice of God is 

satisfied. Let this encourage us to go to Christ to fin-

ish all that is lacking in our being prepared for eter-

nal life. Remember, he is exalted for this very pur-

pose, to complete what he began in his earthly life 

and death. 

APPLICATION 3. Let the consideration of our interest 

in his resurrection help us to triumph over death and 

the grave. Christ is risen and gone to heaven: he is 

our forerunner to take possession in our name and 

make ready our accommodations.  Let us cheerfully 

follow him, rejoicing in the hope of a happy rising, 

and being with him forever. 

This is a portion of a sermon “The Nature of Christ’s Resurrec-

tion” preached by Willard on June 8, 1697.  The full version of 

the sermon can be found at www.teachingresources.org.  
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MEN AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY 

Kevin Berens 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: berens.kevin@gmail.com 

Cell Phone: 785-332-7184 

 

Tim Lambert 

Lindsborg, Kansas 

Email: tlambert@smokyvalley.org 

Phone: 785-614-3651 

 

Brad Richardson 

Lawrence, Kansas 

Email: richbud@hotmail.com 

Phone: 785-766-7268 

 

Bake Ottofy 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Email: bakeottofy@gmail.com 

Phone: 636-467-7446 

 

John Grove 

Canton, Ohio 

Email: trsjwg@gmail.com 

Phone: 352-286-5494 

 

J.W. Glidewell 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Phone: 785-772-1176 

 

WWW.SBAOC.ORG 

PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL  
AWAKENING AND REVIVAL 

• Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays 

• Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays 

The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of 

Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God 

above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an 

association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen 

and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of 

God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making 

and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified 

missions efforts. 

We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded 

body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great 

commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on 

His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is honored in all that 

we do. We welcome churches who adhere to the 

confessions of faith accepted by Southern Baptists 

throughout their history, including, but not limited to, 

the Second London Confession (1689) and the Baptist 

Faith and Message. 

PO Box 155 
Wamego KS 66547 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 
Email:  
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

S p u r g e o n  

B a p t i s t  

A s s o c i a t i o n   

o f  C h u r c h e s  

Contact Us: 

Administrative Council: 

J.W. Glidewell 
Moderator & Western Coordinator 

Phone: (785) 772-1176 

jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Terry Coker 

Vice Moderator  

& Eastern Coordinator 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com 

Tony Mattia 
Corresponding Secretary 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

Robin Jackson, At Large 

Robin.jackson@wt4n6.com 

Bill Ascol, At Large 

bascol@sbcglobal.net  

Lyn Hansen, At Large 

pastorlyn@insidenp.com 

Brandon Rhea, At Large 

brandon.m.rhea@gmail.com 

Kelly Gienger, At Large 

kpgienger@gmail.com 


