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PURPOSE STATEMENT: 

We unite as an association of 

Southern Baptist churches in order 

to manifest the glory of God 

above all.  We purpose to do this 

by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and 

earnest obedience to Scripture. 

We covenant to strengthen and 

support one another, motivated 

and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture, by 

facilitating faithful preaching of 

the Word of God, proclaiming the 

gospel of the risen Lord Jesus 

Christ to all, making and gathering 

disciples, planting churches and 

coordinating unified missions 

efforts. 

“If there is no church... should you not commence one?” C. H. Spurgeon 

SBAOC Weekly Update 

NEWS & PRAYER REQUESTS 

• The SBAOC is co-sponsoring two youth camps this summer—SBFYC and Theology 

Camp. SBFYC (Saved By Faith Youth Camp) is held at Webster Conference Center 

in Salina, Kansas. Theology Camp is held at Logan Valley Christian Retreat in 

Ellington, Missouri. Both camps will have Dr. Jim Orrick as their main speaker 

and the theme is The Doctrines of Grace as Evangelism. See page 2 for more 

information. 

If you have any news, prayer requests, articles, or events that you would like to have  

included in this update, please email the information to Tony Mattia at 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com or call us at 785-456-8513. 

By J. C. Ryle (1816-1900) 

The history of our Lord’s agony in the garden of Gethsemane is a deep and 

mysterious passage of Scripture. It contains things which the wisest divines 

cannot fully explain. Yet it has upon its surface plain truths of most 

momentous importance. 

Let us mark, in the first place, how keenly our Lord felt the burden of the 

world’s sin. 

It is written that He “began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy; and 

saith unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death,” —and that “he 

fell on the ground, and prayed, that, if it were possible, the hour might pass 

from him.” There is only one reasonable explanation of these expressions. It 

was no mere fear of the physical suffering of death, which drew them from 

our Lord’s lips. It was a sense of the enormous load of human guilt, which 

began at that time to press upon Him in a peculiar way. It was a sense of the 

unutterable weight of our sins and transgressions which were then specially 

laid upon Him. He was being “made a curse for us.” He was bearing our griefs 

and carrying our sorrows, according to the covenant He came on earth to 

fulfill. He was being “made sin for us who Himself knew no sin.” His holy 

nature felt acutely the hideous burden laid upon Him. These were the 

reasons of His extraordinary sorrow. 

(Continued on page 2) 

CHRIST IN THE GARDEN 
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We ought to see in our Lord’s agony in Gethsemane the exceeding 

sinfulness of sin. It is a subject on which the thoughts of professing 

Christians are far below what they should be. The careless, light way in 

which such sins as swearing, sabbath-breaking, lying and the like, are 

often spoken of, is a painful evidence of the low condition of men’s 

moral feelings.  Let the recollection of Gethsemane have a sanctifying 

effect upon us.  Whatever others do, let us never “make a mock at sin.” 

Let us mark, in the second place, what an example our Lord gives us of 

the importance of prayer in time of trouble. 

In the hour of His distress, we find Him employing this great 

remedy.  Twice we are told that when His soul was exceeding sorrowful, 

“He prayed.”  We shall never find a better receipt than this for the 

patient bearing of affliction.  The first person to whom we should turn in 

our trouble is God.  The first complaint we should make should be in the 

form of a prayer.  The reply may not be given immediately.  The relief 

we want may not be granted at once.  The thing that tries us may never 

be removed and taken away.  But the mere act of pouring out our hearts 

and unbosoming ourselves at a throne of grace will do us good.  The 

advice of St. James is wise and weighty: “Is any afflicted?  Let him 

pray” (James 5:13). 

Let us mark, in the third place, what a striking example our Lord gives 

us of submission of will to the will of God. 

Deeply as His human nature felt the pressure of a world’s guilt, He still 

prays that, “if it were possible,” the hour might pass from him. “Take 

away this cup from me: nevertheless not what I will, but what thou 

wilt.” 

We can imagine no higher degree of perfection than that which is here 

set before us. To take patiently whatever God sends, —to like nothing 

but what God likes, —to wish nothing but what God approves, —to 

prefer pain, if it please God to send it to ease, if God does not think fit to 

bestow it, —to lie passive under God’s hand, and know no will but His, 

—this is the highest standard at which we can aim, and of this our Lord’s 

conduct in Gethsemane is a perfect pattern. 

Let us strive and labor to have “the mind that was in Christ” in this 

matter. Let us daily pray and endeavor to be enabled to mortify our self-

will. —It is for our happiness to do so. Nothing brings us so much misery 

on earth as having our own way. —It is the best proof of real grace to do 

so. Knowledge, and gifts, and convictions, and feelings, and wishes, are 

all very uncertain evidences. They are often to be found in uncon

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Grace Bible Conference—April 8-10, 

2022. Rockport Baptist Church, 

Arnold, MO. Theme: The Love of 

Christ, Ephesians 3:17-19. Speakers: 

Don Currin (HeartCry), Jason Arens, 

Geoff Kirkland. For more 

information contact Pastor Scott Lee 

at radicalee63@gmail.com. 

Leadership & Laity  2022—April 7-9. 

Mt. Zion Community Church, 

Arkansas City, Kansas. Speakers: Jim 

Orrick, Michael Staton, & Bill Ascol. 

Click here for more information or 

contact Pastor Kyle Carlson at 

pastorkyle234@gmail.com. 

Spurgeon Library Conference—

APRIL 27 @ 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

Spurgeon Library, Kansas City, MO. 

www.mbts.edu/event/spurgeon-

library-conference/ 

SBFYC (Saved by Faith Youth Camp)

—June 20-24. Webster Conference 

Center, Salina, KS. Theme: The 

Doctrines of Grace as Evangelism 

with Dr. Jim Orrick. Grades 7-12. 

Registration information is available 

at the website: sbfyckansas.com. 

Hosted by Trinity Baptist Church, 

Wamego, KS. For more information 

contact Tony Mattia at 785-456-

3796. 

Theology Camp—July 11-15. Logan 

Valley Christian Retreat, Ellington, 

MO. Theme: The Doctrines of Grace 

as Evangelism with Dr. Jim Orrick. 

Hosted by First Baptist Church of 

Fenton, MO. https://fbcfenton.com/

theology-camp. For more 

information contact Terry Coker at 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com. 

 If you have a conference or event that 

you would like listed here, please 

contact Tony Mattia by email at: 

spurgeonassociation@gmail. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/leadership-laity-tickets-194698858527?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
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COMMENTS ON OUR  

PURPOSE STATEMENT 

We unite as an association of 
Southern Baptist churches in 
order to manifest the glory of 
God above all. We purpose to 
do this by seeking spiritual 
awakening and revival by 
intense prayer and earnest 
obedience to Scripture.  We 
covenant to strengthen and 
support one another, motivated 
and guided by the authority and 
sufficiency of Scripture, by 
facilitating faithful preaching of 
the Word of God, proclaiming 
the gospel of the risen Lord 
Jesus Christ to all, making and 
gathering disciples, planting 
churches and coordinating 
unified missions efforts. 

 

“Ah! If we did but love Christ 

better, my brothers and 

sisters, if we lived nearer to 

the cross, if we knew more of 

the value of his blood, if we 

wept like him over Jerusalem, 

if we felt more what it was 

for souls to perish, and what 

it was for men to be saved—if 

we did but rejoice with Christ 

in the prospect of his seeing 

the travail of his soul, and 

being abundantly satisfied—if 

we did but delight more in the 

divine decree, that the 

kingdoms of this world shall 

be given to Christ, I am sure 

we would all of us find more 

ways and more means for 

sending forth the gospel of 

Christ.” — CH Spurgeon 

verted persons. But a continually increasing disposition to submit our own 

wills to the will of God, is a far more healthy symptom. It is a sign that we 

are really “growing in grace, and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ.” 

Let us mark, lastly, in these verses, how much infirmity may be found 

even in the best Christians. 

We have a painful illustration of this truth in the conduct of Peter, James, 

and John. They slept when they ought to have watched and prayed. 

Though invited by our Lord to watch with Him, they slept. Though warned 

a short time before that danger was at hand, and their faith likely to fail, 

they slept. Though fresh from the Lord’s table, with all its touching 

solemnities, they slept. Never was there a more striking proof that the 

best of men are but men, and that, so long as saints are in the body, they 

are compassed with infirmity. 

These things are written for our learning. Let us take heed that they are 

not written in vain. Let us ever be on our guard against the slothful, 

indolent, lazy spirit in religion, which is natural to us all, and especially in 

the matter of our private prayers. When we feel that spirit creeping over 

us, let us remember Peter, James, and John in the garden, and take care. 

The solemn counsel which our Lord addresses to His disciples should often 

ring in our ears: “Watch and pray lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit 

truly is ready, but the flesh is weak.” It should be the Christian’s daily 

motto from the time of his conversion to the hour of his death. 

Are we true Christians and would we keep our souls awake? Let us not 

forget that we have within us a double nature, —a ready “spirit” and 

weak “flesh,” —a carnal nature inclined to evil, and a spiritual nature 

inclined to good. These two are contrary one to the other (Gal. 5:17).  Sin 

and the devil will always find helpers in our hearts. If we do not crucify 

and rule over the flesh, it will often rule over us and bring us to shame. 

Are we true Christians, and would we keep our souls awake? Then let us 

never forget to “watch and pray.”  We must watch like soldiers, —we are 

upon enemy’s ground. We must always be on our guard. We must fight a 

daily fight and war a daily warfare. The Christian’s rest is yet to come. —

We must pray without ceasing, regularly, habitually, carefully, and at 

stated times. We must pray as well as watch, and watch as well as pray. 

Watching without praying is self-confidence and self-conceit. Praying 

without watching is enthusiasm and fanaticism. The man who knows his 

own weakness, and knowing it both watches and prays, is the man that 

will be held up and not allowed to fall. 

From Expository Thoughts on Mark 
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MEN AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY 

Kevin Berens 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: berens.kevin@gmail.com 

Cell Phone: 785-332-7184 

 

Tim Lambert 

Lindsborg, Kansas 

Email: tlambert@smokyvalley.org 

Phone: 785-614-3651 

 

Brad Richardson 

Lawrence, Kansas 

Email: richbud@hotmail.com 

Phone: 785-766-7268 

 

Bake Ottofy 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Email: bakeottofy@gmail.com 

Phone: 636-467-7446 

 

John Grove 

Canton, Ohio 

Email: trsjwg@gmail.com 

Phone: 352-286-5494 

 

J.W. Glidewell 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Phone: 785-772-1176 

 

WWW.SBAOC.ORG 

PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL  
AWAKENING AND REVIVAL 

• Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays 

• Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays 

The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of 

Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God 

above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an 

association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen 

and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of 

God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making 

and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified 

missions efforts. 

We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded 

body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great 

commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on 

His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is honored in all that 

we do. We welcome churches who adhere to the 

confessions of faith accepted by Southern Baptists 

throughout their history, including, but not limited to, 

the Second London Confession (1689) and the Baptist 

Faith and Message. 

PO Box 155 
Wamego KS 66547 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 
Email:  
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

S p u r g e o n  

B a p t i s t  

A s s o c i a t i o n   

o f  C h u r c h e s  

Contact Us: 

Administrative Council: 

J.W. Glidewell 
Moderator & Western Coordinator 

Phone: (785) 772-1176 

jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Terry Coker 

Vice Moderator  

& Eastern Coordinator 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com 

Tony Mattia 
Corresponding Secretary 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

Robin Jackson, At Large 

Robin.jackson@wt4n6.com 

Bill Ascol, At Large 

bascol@sbcglobal.net  

Lyn Hansen, At Large 

pastorlyn@insidenp.com 

Brandon Rhea, At Large 

brandon.m.rhea@gmail.com 

Kelly Gienger, At Large 

kpgienger@gmail.com 


