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PURPOSE STATEMENT: 

We unite as an association of 

Southern Baptist churches in order 

to manifest the glory of God 

above all.  We purpose to do this 

by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and 

earnest obedience to Scripture. 

We covenant to strengthen and 

support one another, motivated 

and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture, by 

facilitating faithful preaching of 

the Word of God, proclaiming the 

gospel of the risen Lord Jesus 

Christ to all, making and gathering 

disciples, planting churches and 

coordinating unified missions 

efforts. 

“If there is no church... should you not commence one?” C. H. Spurgeon 

SBAOC Weekly Update 

NEWS & PRAYER REQUESTS 

• The SBAOC is co-sponsoring two youth camps this summer—SBFYC and Theology 

Camp. SBFYC (Saved By Faith Youth Camp) is held at Webster Conference Center 

in Salina, Kansas. Theology Camp is held at Logan Valley Christian Retreat in 

Ellington, Missouri. Both camps will have Dr. Jim Orrick as their main speaker 

and the theme is The Doctrines of Grace as Evangelism. See page 2 for more 

information. 

If you have any news, prayer requests, articles, or events that you would like to have  

included in this update, please email the information to Tony Mattia at 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com or call us at 785-456-8513. 

Dr. R.C. Sproul, April 2001 

HOW IS THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST linked to the idea of justification in the New 

Testament? 

To answer this question, we must first explore the use and meaning of the term 

justification in the New Testament. Confusion about this has provoked some of the 

fiercest controversies in the history of the church. The Protestant Reformation itself 

was fought over the issue of justification. In all its complications, the unreconciled 

and unreconcilable difference in the debate came down to the question of whether 

our justification before God is grounded in the infusion of Christ's righteousness into 

us, by which we become inherently righteous, or in the imputation, or reckoning, of 

Christ's righteousness to us while we are still sinners. The difference between these 

views makes all the difference in our understanding of the Gospel and of how we are 

saved. 

One of the problems that led to confusion was the meaning of the word justification. 

Our English word justification is derived from the Latin justificare. The literal 

meaning of the Latin is "to make righteous." The Latin fathers of church history 

worked with the Latin text instead of the Greek text and were clearly influenced by 

it. By contrast, the Greek word for justification, dikaiosyne, carries the meaning of 

"to count, reckon, or declare righteous." 

But this variance between the Latin and the Greek is not enough to explain the 

debates over justification. Within the Greek text itself, there seem to be some 

problems. For example, Paul declares in Romans 3:28, "Therefore we conclude that 
(Continued on page 2) 
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a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law." Then James, in his 

epistle, writes, "Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he 

offered Isaac his son on the altar" (2:21) and "You see then that a man is 

justified by works, and not by faith only" (2:24). 

On the surface, it appears that we have a clear contradiction between Paul and 

James. The problem is exacerbated when we realize that both use the same 

Greek word for justification and both use Abraham to prove their arguments. 

This problem can be resolved when we see that the verb "to justify" and its 

noun form, "justification," have shades of meaning in Greek. One of the 

meanings of the verb is "to vindicate" or "to demonstrate." 

Jesus once said, "Wisdom is justified by all her children'' (Luke 7:3 5). He did 

not mean that wisdom has its sins remitted or is counted righteous by God by 

having children, but that a wise decision may be vindicated by its 

consequences. 

James and Paul were addressing different questions. James was answering the 

question: "What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but 

does not have works? Can faith save him?" ( 2:14). He understood that anyone 

can profess to have faith, but true faith is demonstrated as authentic by its 

consequent works. The claim of faith is vindicated (justified) by works. Paul has 

Abraham justified in the theological sense in Genesis 15 before he does any 

works. James points to the vindication or demonstration of Abraham's faith in 

obedience in Genesis 22. 

The Resurrection involves justification in both senses of the Greek term. First, 

the Resurrection justifies Christ Himself. Of course, He is not justified in the 

sense of having His sins remitted, because He had no sins, or in the sense of 

being declared righteous while still a sinner, or in the Latin sense of being 

"made righteous." Rather, the Resurrection serves as the vindication or 

demonstration of the truth of His claims about Himself. 

In his encounter with the philosophers at Athens, Paul declared: "Truly, these 

times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to 

repent, because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in 

righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of 

this to all by raising Him from the dead" (Acts 17:30-31). 

Here Paul points to the Resurrection as an act by which the Father universally 

vindicates the authenticity of His Son. In this sense, Christ is justified before the 

whole world by His resurrection. 

However, the New Testament also links Christ's resurrection to our 

justification. Paul writes, "It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who 

raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was delivered up because of our 

offenses, and was raised because of our justification'' (Rom. 4:24-2 5). 

It is clear that in His atoning death Christ suffered on our behalf, or for us. 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Grace Bible Conference—April 8-10, 

2022. Rockport Baptist Church, 

Arnold, MO. Theme: The Love of 

Christ, Ephesians 3:17-19. Speakers: 

Don Currin (HeartCry), Jason Arens, 

Geoff Kirkland. For more 

information contact Pastor Scott Lee 

at radicalee63@gmail.com. 

Leadership & Laity  2022—April 7-9. 

Mt. Zion Community Church, 

Arkansas City, Kansas. Speakers: Jim 

Orrick, Michael Staton, & Bill Ascol. 

Click here for more information or 

contact Pastor Kyle Carlson at 

pastorkyle234@gmail.com. 

Spurgeon Library Conference—

APRIL 27 @ 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

Spurgeon Library, Kansas City, MO. 

www.mbts.edu/event/spurgeon-

library-conference/ 

SBFYC (Saved by Faith Youth Camp)

—June 20-24. Webster Conference 

Center, Salina, KS. Theme: The 

Doctrines of Grace as Evangelism 

with Dr. Jim Orrick. Grades 7-12. 

Registration information is available 

at the website: sbfyckansas.com. 

Hosted by Trinity Baptist Church, 

Wamego, KS. For more information 

contact Tony Mattia at 785-456-

3796. 

Theology Camp—July 11-15. Logan 

Valley Christian Retreat, Ellington, 

MO. Theme: The Doctrines of Grace 

as Evangelism with Dr. Jim Orrick. 

Hosted by First Baptist Church of 

Fenton, MO. For more information 

contact Terry Coker at 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com. 

 If you have a conference or event that 

you would like listed here, please 

contact Tony Mattia by email at: 

spurgeonassociation@gmail. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/leadership-laity-tickets-194698858527?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
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COMMENTS ON OUR  

PURPOSE STATEMENT 

We unite as an association of 
Southern Baptist churches in 
order to manifest the glory of 
God above all. We purpose to 
do this by seeking spiritual 
awakening and revival by 
intense prayer and earnest 
obedience to Scripture.  We 
covenant to strengthen and 
support one another, motivated 
and guided by the authority and 
sufficiency of Scripture, by 
facilitating faithful preaching of 
the Word of God, proclaiming 
the gospel of the risen Lord 
Jesus Christ to all, making and 
gathering disciples, planting 
churches and coordinating 
unified missions efforts. 

 

 

The glory of the gospel is that 

when the church is absolutely 

different from the world, she 

invariably attracts it. 

— D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 

The gospel is open to all; the 

most respectable sinner has 

no more claim on it than the 

worst. 

— D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

Theme: The love of Christ for his church is the anchor that holds in the midst of the bro-

kenness of this world. And it is in knowing the depths of this love through faith in the 

Gospel that Christians find security  and strength to love others as Christ has so power-

fully loved us.   

Theme Passage: Ephesians 3:17-19 

Speakers:  Don Currin from HeartCry Missionary Society;  Geoff Kirkland from Christ Fel-

lowship Church, St Louis;  Jason Arens from The Journey South County, St Louis. 

 

Schedule: 

Friday, April 8 

5:00 PM  – Supper 

6:00 PM Message #1 – Geoff Kirkland  

 “The Love of Christ Displayed in the Crosswork of Christ” Isa 53:4-6 

Break 

7:30 PM Message #2 – Don Currin  

Saturday, April 9 

2:00 PM Message #3  – Don Currin  

Break 

3:30 PM Message #4 – Jason Arens    

 The Love of Christ in Our Justification Rom 5:1-11 

5:00 PM Supper 

6:00 PM Hymn Sing 

6:30 PM Message #5 – Don Currin  

Sunday, April 10 

 9:30 AM Message #6 – Don Currin 

10:40 AM Message #7 – Don Currin  

For more information please visit the website at rockportbaptist.org/gbc or contact  

Pastor Scott Lee at radicalee63@gmail.com. 

Grace Bible Conference 

at Rockport Baptist 

Church in Arnold, MO 

April 8-10 

The Love of Christ 

Likewise, His resurrection is seen not only as a vindication of or surety of Himself, 

but as a surety of our justification. Here justification does not refer to our 

vindication, but to the evidence that the atonement He made was accepted by 

the Father. By vindicating Christ in His resurrection, the Father declared His 

acceptance of Jesus' work on our behalf. Our justification in this theological 

sense rests on the imputed righteousness of Christ, so the reality of that 

transaction is linked to Christ's resurrection. Had Christ not been raised, we 

would have a mediator whose redeeming work in our behalf was not acceptable 

to God. 

However, Christ is risen indeed. 
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MEN AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY 

Kevin Berens 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: berens.kevin@gmail.com 

Cell Phone: 785-332-7184 

 

Tim Lambert 

Lindsborg, Kansas 

Email: tlambert@smokyvalley.org 

Phone: 785-614-3651 

 

Brad Richardson 

Lawrence, Kansas 

Email: richbud@hotmail.com 

Phone: 785-766-7268 

 

Bake Ottofy 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Email: bakeottofy@gmail.com 

Phone: 636-467-7446 

 

John Grove 

Canton, Ohio 

Email: trsjwg@gmail.com 

Phone: 352-286-5494 

 

J.W. Glidewell 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Phone: 785-772-1176 

 

WWW.SBAOC.ORG 

PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL  
AWAKENING AND REVIVAL 

• Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays 

• Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays 

The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of 

Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God 

above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an 

association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen 

and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of 

God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making 

and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified 

missions efforts. 

We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded 

body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great 

commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on 

His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is honored in all that 

we do. We welcome churches who adhere to the 

confessions of faith accepted by Southern Baptists 

throughout their history, including, but not limited to, 

the Second London Confession (1689) and the Baptist 

Faith and Message. 

PO Box 155 
Wamego KS 66547 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 
Email:  
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

S p u r g e o n  

B a p t i s t  

A s s o c i a t i o n   

o f  C h u r c h e s  

Contact Us: 

Administrative Council: 

J.W. Glidewell 
Moderator & Western Coordinator 

Phone: (785) 772-1176 

jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Terry Coker 

Vice Moderator  

& Eastern Coordinator 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com 

Tony Mattia 
Corresponding Secretary 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

Robin Jackson, At Large 

Robin.jackson@wt4n6.com 

Bill Ascol, At Large 

bascol@sbcglobal.net  

Lyn Hansen, At Large 

pastorlyn@insidenp.com 

Brandon Rhea, At Large 

brandon.m.rhea@gmail.com 

Kelly Gienger, At Large 

kpgienger@gmail.com 


