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PURPOSE STATEMENT: 

We unite as an association of 

Southern Baptist churches in order 

to manifest the glory of God 

above all.  We purpose to do this 

by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and 

earnest obedience to Scripture. 

We covenant to strengthen and 

support one another, motivated 

and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture, by 

facilitating faithful preaching of 

the Word of God, proclaiming the 

gospel of the risen Lord Jesus 

Christ to all, making and gathering 

disciples, planting churches and 

coordinating unified missions 

efforts. 

“If there is no church... should you not commence one?” C. H. Spurgeon 

SBAOC Weekly Update 

NEWS & PRAYER REQUESTS 

If you have any news, prayer requests, articles, or events that you would like to have  

included in this update, please email the information to Tony Mattia at 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com or call us at 785-456-8513. 

H. Rondel Rumburg 

All that has legitimacy is ordered of the Lord. Men cannot of themselves give authority to 
themselves, for God is sovereign. Only God speaks with infinite authority, for He is the 
ultimate authority as sovereign of heaven and earth. Mankind has only delegated authority. 
Only the Lord Jesus Christ could say, “All power [authority] is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth” (Mat 28:8). Since Christ possesses the ultimate authority, then the only legitimate 
authority is that which He delegates. True government, whatever kind it is, must be by God’s 
directive. Validity has its root in proper authority. All conduct or government, whether it is 
personal or social, finds its authority in God alone. George W. Marston explained: 

“Because man is in the image of God, he has discovered in himself the principles of 
righteousness. Although this revelation has been marred by the Fall, man still has a general 
knowledge of these principles. This is evident from the similarity between the Code of 
Hammurabi1 and the Ten Commandments. Even though fallen man is in a state of rebellion 
against God, even though he lacks the basic motives and ability to apply these principles, 
man has been both influenced and restrained in his conduct by them. Therefore, he is 
accountable to God for his conduct (Rom 1:18-2:15)...In the Bible, which is the Word of God, 
we have a perfect and a complete revelation of those things which God would have us 
believe concerning Him and those duties which He requires of us. This Book is therefore 
man’s touchstone in all matters of faith and practice.”2 

All government, including civil government, must be ordained by God. A prime example of 
this truth is found in the first form of government on earth among human life. It was “family 
government.” The church and state could not exist unless the family provides the materials 
of which both are built. B. M. Palmer3 provided an expression of this when he wrote: “The 
Scriptures...teach that the family is a divinely constituted state in which the parents rule, not 
simply by natural right, but by an authority immediately delegated from God.” All genuine 
government, in order to be sustained, must have God’s authority behind it. 

The proof of this assertion: How do we know that God has ordained civil government? The 
answer: God is supreme in all things, and He rules over all. Since God is the sovereign4 [over] 
all, then any other rule must be purposed by Him and must submit to Him. 

God is supreme in all things. The London Confession of 1689 (chapter 24, “Of the Civil 
Magistrate,” section 1) recorded: “God, the supreme Lord and King of all the world has 
ordained civil magistrates.” This is a Baptist historic statement of the biblical truth that God 
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is the supreme power ordaining civil government. 

Romans 13:1-7 reveals God’s supreme power to ordain earthly government. This 
chapter says, “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no 
power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God” (Rom 13:1). This verse 
establishes the principle that state or civil government has delegated authority and 
not absolute authority. God, Who governs absolutely, ordains powers and 
authorities. 

“History has shown that when theism5 comes to its rights, human liberty is assured, 
while the natural tendency of atheism is ever toward totalitarianism. However, at 
the time of this letter the systematic persecution of Christians by the state had not 
yet begun, and therefore this inference is not drawn by the apostle; but when 
Caesar later demanded the things that belonged to God, Christians could not doubt 
that he had exceeded his just claims upon their obedience.”6 

When Paul penned Romans 13, there was no organized persecution of Christians by 
the civil leaders. However, when the time of persecution came, the Christians stood 
their ground. Their obedience was to Christ rather than Caesar. They would obey 
God rather than man (Act 5:29). “Romans 13:1 tells us that even these authorities 
have been established by God, and that we have a legitimate (though not unlimited) 
responsibility to obey even them.”7 

All powers are subservient to God’s power because it is given at God’s discretion. 
Civil government is ordained of God the Creator Who is the moral governor of 
mankind; but the church is ordained of God as the spiritual governor by carrying the 
redemptive message and the revealed will of God. Civil rule deals with man as a 
man, but the church deals with man as a sinner before God. When civil government 
tries to remove itself from God, it becomes a problem and threat to itself and man 
(Psa 2). John W. Whitehead8 pointed out: 

“When the civil authorities divorce themselves from God and the Bible, they 
become self-styled lords and lawless as well. As St. Augustine of Hippo pointed out, 
godless civil rulers are not more than bands of robbers. Moreover, being lawless in 
relation to God, they are lawless and predatory9 in relation to men.”10 

Civil power should not be seen as a mere “social contract” between men. There are 
those who have declared that civil power is just an agreement among men. The 
humanistic theory of natural law believes that societal relationships arise through a 
social contract that equates law with the general will of the people. The Social 
Contract Theory 11 had its origin in Roman law. In the social contract, the individual 
submits his judgment, rights, and abilities to the community. The power in this view 
does not lie in God or the ruler but in the consensus of community. The Social 
Contract Theory does not see the sovereign power residing in God, but views it as in 
the people who become [substitute] gods. God’s revelation in Romans 13:1 does not 
agree with such a position, for it declares civil power to be God’s ordination by law. 
Both cannot be correct. Therefore, the social contract view is the great danger 
presently facing Christians on this issue. For authority, in such a view, is given 
to man and not to God. The present state of society shows the disastrous nature of 
the Social Contract Theory. 

John Locke,12 Jean-Jacques Rousseau,13 and others set forth the “social contract” 
position. “Statism”14 was fostered by this view and remains as a festering sore on the 
body politic. Man’s authority replaced God’s authority in the philosophies of these 
men. By this theory, man is the measure of all things. Rousseau’s “noble savage” 
became the authority.15 However, a mere consensus of depraved humanity cannot 
be authoritative…The “social contract” opened a Pandora’s Box toward humanism. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Grace Bible Conference—April 8-10, 

2022. Rockport Baptist Church, 

Arnold, MO. Theme: The Love of 

Christ, Ephesians 3:17-19. Speakers: 

Don Currin (HeartCry), Jason Arens, 

Geoff Kirkland. For more 

information contact Pastor Scott Lee 

at radicalee63@gmail.com. 

Leadership & Laity  2022—April 7-9. 

Mt. Zion Community Church, 

Arkansas City, Kansas. Speakers: Jim 

Orrick, Michael Staton, & Bill Ascol. 

Click here for more information or 

contact Pastor Kyle Carlson at 

pastorkyle234@gmail.com. 

Spurgeon Library Conference—

APRIL 27 @ 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

Spurgeon Library, Kansas City, MO. 

www.mbts.edu/event/spurgeon-

library-conference/ 

SBFYC (Saved by Faith Youth Camp)

—June 20-24. Webster Conference 

Center, Salina, KS. Theme: The 

Doctrines of Grace as Evangelism 

with Dr. Jim Orrick. Grades 7-12. 

sbfyckansas.com. Hosted by Trinity 

Baptist Church, Wamego, KS. For 

more information contact Tony 

Mattia at 785-456-3796. 

Theology Camp—July 11-15. Logan 

Valley Christian Retreat, Ellington, 

MO. Theme: The Doctrines of Grace 

as Evangelism with Dr. Jim Orrick. 

Hosted by First Baptist Church of 

Fenton, MO. For more information 

contact Terry Coker at 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com. 

 If you have a conference or event that 

you would like listed here, please 

contact Tony Mattia by email at: 

spurgeonassociation@gmail. 

https://www.chapellibrary.org/index_split_045.html#note_31
https://www.chapellibrary.org/index_split_046.html#note_32
https://www.chapellibrary.org/index_split_047.html#note_33
https://www.chapellibrary.org/index_split_048.html#note_34
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/leadership-laity-tickets-194698858527?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
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Modern religious “individualism” was fostered by this view. 
Man cannot function properly when he takes an 
autonomous16 position. Timothy Dwight (1752-1817), the 
grandson of Jonathan Edwards and president of Yale in her 
orthodox days, made a clear statement concerning John 
Locke’s social contract. Dwight wrote regarding the foundation 
of all government being the Will of God. He then addressed the 
departure from that belief by Mr. Locke: 

“This doctrine supposes that mankind was originally without 
any government and that in an absolute state of nature they 
voluntarily came together for the purpose of constituting a 
body politic, creating rulers, prescribing their functions, and 
making laws directing their own civil duties. It supposes that 
they entered grave and philosophic deliberations, individually 
consented to be bound by the will of the majority, and 
cheerfully gave up the wildlife of savage liberty for restraints, 
which, however necessary and useful, no savage could ever 
brook, even for a day. Antecedently to such an assembly and its 
decisions, this doctrine supposes that men have no civil rights, 
obligations, or duties and, of course, that those who do not 
consent to be bound by such a compact are, now, not the 
subjects of either: such a compact, in the apprehension of the 
abettors17 of this doctrine, being that which creates all the civil 
rights, obligations, and duties of man. 

“The absurdities of this doctrine are endless…Government, as I 
have already remarked, is founded in the will of God. The 
evidence of this position is complete. It cannot be questioned 
that God made mankind to make them happy if they 
themselves will consent to be so. As little can it be questioned 
that government is indispensable to their happiness and to all 
the human means of it—to the safety of life, liberty, and 
property, to peace, to order, to useful knowledge, to morals, 
and to religion. Nay, it is necessary to the very existence of any 
considerable numbers of mankind. A country without 
government would speedily, for [lack] of those means of 
subsistence and comfort to the existence of which it is 
indispensable, become an Arabian desert; and that, however 
fruitful its soil or salubrious18 its climate. Mankind has never yet 
been able to exist for any length of time in a state of anarchy. 
What reason so completely evinces,19 the Scriptures decide in 
the most peremptory20 manner. ‘The powers that be,’ says 
Paul, ‘are ordained of God’; in other words, government is an 
ordinance of God.”21 

The result of the “social contract” view is lawlessness and 
anarchy. It produces a man-centered world that ends in 
meaninglessness. 

“[T]he social contract is perfectly reconcilable with the most 
absolute of despotic rule and with the complete negation of 
constitutionalism or the rule of law. Hobbes is the classic case 
here, for his two alternative accounts of how society and 
government come simultaneously into being are designed to 
tie every citizen to unquestioning obedience to a supreme, 
irresistible, indivisible sovereign whose dictates are the law”22… 

True government serves God and the public good. Government 

is to be the servant, not the master! Public good is not what 
the public determines it to be but what God has revealed it to 
be. God ordained civil government. The place of civil 
government is under God, but representative of the people in 
civil matters. The purpose of civil government is the glory of 
God and the good of the public. 

From Baptists and the State (Spout Spring, VA: Society for 
Biblical and Southern Studies, 2016), 41-49, 70. 

H. Rondel Rumburg: Baptist pastor, author, and president of 
the Society for Biblical and Southern Studies. 

1 Code of Hammurabi – law code devised by Babylonian king 
Hammurabi (c. 1790-1750 BC).  
2 George W. Marston, The Voice of Authority (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R 
Publishing, 1960), 54-55.  
3 Benjamin Morgan Palmer (1818-1902), The Family, in Its Civil and 
Churchly Aspects: An Essay, in Two Parts (Richmond; New York: 
Presbyterian Committee of Publication; A. D. F. Randolph & Co., 1876), 
77.  
4 To affirm that God is sovereign is to affirm that God reigns 
universally and invincibly. God’s sovereignty implies His absolute 
ownership (Gen 14:22; Deu 10:14; Job 41:11; Psa 24:1), authority (Ps 
47:2, 7), and control (Job 38-39; Jer 5:22; Eph 1:11) over all things.  
5 theism – broadly, belief in a god. In this sense, animism, pantheism, 
and polytheism are all forms of theism. Christian theism is the belief in 
the triune God revealed in the Bible.  
6 Geoffrey B. Wilson, Romans (Edinburgh; Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth 
Trust, 1977), 209.  

7 James M. Boyce, Two Cities, Two Loves (Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press, 1996), 180.  
8 John W. Whitehead – founder of The Rutherford Institute, which 
defends civil liberties.  
9 predatory – characterized by victimizing others for personal gain.  
10 Whitehead, The Second American Revolution (Elgin, IL; David C. 
Cook, 1983), 150.  
11 Social Contract Theory – (in the theories of Locke, Hobbes, 
Rousseau, and others) an agreement, entered by individuals that 
results in the formation of the state or of organized society. The prime 
motive is the desire for protection, which entails the surrender of 
some or all personal liberties.  
12 John Locke (1632-1704) – English philosopher during the 
Enlightenment, seen as one of the most influential thinkers during this 
time.  
13 Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778) – French philosopher and 
writer during the Enlightenment; his writings contributed to the 
French Revolution.  
14 statism – state control of economic and social affairs.  
15 “In a number of ways, the State Rousseau planned...anticipated the 
one the Pol Pot regime [Pol Pot (1925-1998): Cambodian communist 
leader of Khmer Rouge] actually tried to create in Cambodia, and this 
is not entirely surprising since the Paris-educated leaders of the 
regime had all absorbed Rousseau’s ideas. Of course, Rousseau 
sincerely believed that such a State would be contented since the 
people would have been trained to like it. He did not use the 
word brainwash, but he wrote: ‘Those who control a people’s opinions 
control its actions.’ Such control is established by treating citizens, 
from infancy, as children of the State, trained to ‘consider themselves 
only in their relationship to the Body of the State’....Again, this 
anticipates Mussolini’s central Fascist doctrine: ‘Everything within the 
State, nothing outside the State, nothing against the State.’ The 

(Continued from page 2) 
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COMMENTS ON OUR  

PURPOSE STATEMENT 

We unite as an association of 
Southern Baptist churches in 
order to manifest the glory of 
God above all. We purpose to 
do this by seeking spiritual 
awakening and revival by 
intense prayer and earnest 
obedience to Scripture.  We 
covenant to strengthen and 
support one another, motivated 
and guided by the authority and 
sufficiency of Scripture, by 
facilitating faithful preaching of 
the Word of God, proclaiming 
the gospel of the risen Lord 
Jesus Christ to all, making and 
gathering disciples, planting 
churches and coordinating 
unified missions efforts. 

 
“When the Christian’s character is 

mistaken or his conduct 

misconstrued, he will not wrap 

himself up in a mysterious 

sullenness, but will be ready, 

where he thinks any one will be 

ready to listen to him with 

patience and candour, to clear up 

what has been dubious, to explain 

what has been imperfectly known, 

and ‘speaking the truth in love,’ to 

correct, if it may be, the 

erroneous impressions that have 

been conceived of him. He may 

sometimes feel it his duty publicly 

to vindicate his character from 

unjust reproach, and to repel false 

charges of his enemies; but he will 

carefully watch against being led 

away by pride, or being betrayed 

into some breach of truth or of 

Christian charity.”  

William Wilberforce 

Theme: The love of Christ for his church is the anchor that holds in the midst of the bro-

kenness of this world. And it is in knowing the depths of this love through faith in the 

Gospel that Christians find security  and strength to love others as Christ has so power-

fully loved us.   

Theme Passage: Ephesians 3:17-19 

Speakers:  Don Currin from HeartCry Missionary Society;  Geoff Kirkland from Christ Fel-

lowship Church, St Louis;  Jason Arens from The Journey South County, St Louis. 

 

Schedule: 

Friday, April 8 

5:00 PM  – Supper 

6:00 PM Message #1 – Geoff Kirkland  

 “The Love of Christ Displayed in the Crosswork of Christ” Isa 53:4-6 

Break 

7:30 PM Message #2 – Don Currin  

Saturday, April 9 

2:00 PM Message #3  – Don Currin  

Break 

3:30 PM Message #4 – Jason Arens    

 The Love of Christ in Our Justification Rom 5:1-11 

5:00 PM Supper 

6:00 PM Hymn Sing 

6:30 PM Message #5 – Don Currin  

Sunday, April 10 

 9:30 AM Message #6 – Don Currin 

10:40 AM Message #7 – Don Currin  

For more information please visit the website at rockportbaptist.org/gbc or contact  

Pastor Scott Lee at radicalee63@gmail.com. 

Grace Bible Conference 

at Rockport Baptist 

Church in Arnold, MO 

April 8-10 

The Love of Christ 

educational process was thus the key to the success of the cultural engineering needed to make 
the State acceptable and successful; the axis of Rousseau’s ideas was the citizen as child and the 
State as parent, and he insisted the government should have complete charge of the upbringing of 
all children. Hence—and this is the true revolution Rousseau’s idea brought about—he moved the 
political process in the very center of human existence by making the legislator…into the new 
Messiah, capable of solving all human problems by creating New Men. ‘Everything,’ he wrote, ‘is at 
the root dependent on politics.’” (Paul Johnson, Intellectuals, 25-26). One sees where modern 
America gets its ideas.  
16 autonomous – self-governing, independent, and free of external influence or control.  
17 abettors – people who encourage or help someone to do something wrong.  
18 salubrious – health-giving.  
19 evinces – proves by argument.  
20 peremptory – absolute.  
21 Timothy Dwight, Theology, Vol. 3, 324, 326.  
22 Paul Edwards, ed., The Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Vol. 7, 466.  
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MEN AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY 

Kevin Berens 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: berens.kevin@gmail.com 

Cell Phone: 785-332-7184 

 

Tim Lambert 

Lindsborg, Kansas 

Email: tlambert@smokyvalley.org 

Phone: 785-614-3651 

 

Brad Richardson 

Lawrence, Kansas 

Email: richbud@hotmail.com 

Phone: 785-766-7268 

 

Bake Ottofy 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Email: bakeottofy@gmail.com 

Phone: 636-467-7446 

 

John Grove 

Canton, Ohio 

Email: trsjwg@gmail.com 

Phone: 352-286-5494 

 

J.W. Glidewell 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Phone: 785-772-1176 

 

WWW.SBAOC.ORG 

PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL  
AWAKENING AND REVIVAL 

• Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays 

• Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays 

The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of 

Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God 

above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an 

association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen 

and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of 

God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making 

and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified 

missions efforts. 

We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded 

body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great 

commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on 

His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is honored in all that 

we do. We welcome churches who adhere to the 

confessions of faith accepted by Southern Baptists 

throughout their history, including, but not limited to, 

the Second London Confession (1689) and the Baptist 

Faith and Message. 

PO Box 155 
Wamego KS 66547 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 
Email:  
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

S p u r g e o n  

B a p t i s t  

A s s o c i a t i o n   

o f  C h u r c h e s  

Contact Us: 

Administrative Council: 

J.W. Glidewell 
Moderator & Western Coordinator 

Phone: (785) 772-1176 

jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Terry Coker 

Vice Moderator  

& Eastern Coordinator 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com 

Tony Mattia 
Corresponding Secretary 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

Robin Jackson, At Large 

Robin.jackson@wt4n6.com 

Bill Ascol, At Large 

bascol@sbcglobal.net  

Lyn Hansen, At Large 

pastorlyn@insidenp.com 

Brandon Rhea, At Large 

brandon.m.rhea@gmail.com 

Kelly Gienger, At Large 

kpgienger@gmail.com 


