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PURPOSE STATEMENT: 

We unite as an association of 

Southern Baptist churches in order 

to manifest the glory of God 

above all.  We purpose to do this 

by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and 

earnest obedience to Scripture. 

We covenant to strengthen and 

support one another, motivated 

and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture, by 

facilitating faithful preaching of 

the Word of God, proclaiming the 

gospel of the risen Lord Jesus 

Christ to all, making and gathering 

disciples, planting churches and 

coordinating unified missions 

efforts. 

“If there is no church... should you not commence one?” C. H. Spurgeon 

SBAOC Weekly Update 

NEWS & PRAYER REQUESTS 

If you have any news, prayer requests, articles, or events that you would like to have  

included in this update, please email the information to Tony Mattia at 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com or call us at 785-456-8513. 

Peter Barnes (The Banner of Truth Magazine, Issue 700) 

The shattering news of little granddaughter Emily's inoperable brain tumour 

has dominated my thinking as nothing else could. One issue that arises is 

obviously, 'What can we pray for?' Jesus' disciples once begged him: 'Lord, 

teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples' (Luke 11:1). Twice our Lord told 

parables to encourage his people to persevere in prayer (Luke 11:5-13; 18:1-

8). The great apostle Paul himself confessed: 'we do not know what to pray 

for as we ought' (Rom. 8:26). Calvin spoke the same language in his sermon 

on 1 Timothy 1:1-2, acknowledging that 'our prayers are always back to 

front.’ He added: 'That is why we should follow this rule, that when we 

address God in prayer we should ask above all that he may be gracious to us, 

and that in pardoning our sins he may gather us to himself.’ 

So it is spiritual things first, but Christ told us to pray for our daily bread 

(Matt. 6:11), and there are healings in both Testaments. B. B. Warfield 

thought healings were restricted to the ages of prophets and apostles, as 

they confirmed their divine authority. Surely, this is wrong—that is a key 

reason, but not the only reason for them. Warfield might almost be 

understood as saying that one can only pray for what might be regarded as 

unremarkable. 

Indeed, there is a pattern to answered prayer, but not always a 

straightforward one. The apostle Paul prayed three times that a thorn in the 

flesh would be removed from him (2 Cor. 12:7-10). The request, though 

lawful, was declined. This was to keep him humble and to teach him that 

Christ's grace was sufficient in Paul's weakness. This might discourage us as it 
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looks like the Lord knocked back repeated prayers even from an 

apostle. 

Yet when James encourages us to pray, he points to the example of 

the prophet Elijah, which does not fit Warfield's thesis too well. It 

means that Elijah is like us in prayer—or rather we are to be like him 

(James 5:16-18). Admittedly, one could hardly imagine Christians 

praying for a drought of three and a half years, but the context is 

obviously in favour of praying for something supernatural. James says 

that sometimes 'you do not have because you do not ask' (James 4:2). 

There is even the extraordinary promise of Christ that 'Whatever you 

ask in my name, this I will do' (see John 14:12-13). 

Asking is not demanding, but there is to be an asking in faith; it is done 

in submission to the will of God, but not in any fatalistic way.  

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were all preserved from the fiery 

furnace under Nebuchadnezzar. Yet as they were threatened with 

death, they trusted God without knowing the outcome (Dan. 3:16-18). 

It is not a case of 'name it and claim it', but it is knowing that God is at 

work. 

We pray poorly, but acknowledge our poverty; we pray without 

knowing the future, but know the God who knows the future; we pray 

as in a glass darkly, but we pray to the Father of lights. Isaac Watts has 

a hymn, which is also an ardent prayer: 

Come, fill us all with inward strength, 

Enlarge our souls till they possess 

And learn the height and breadth and length 

Of your immeasurable grace. 

This is based on Ephesians 3 which ends with Paul's doxology: 'Now to 

him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or 

think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the 

church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and 

ever. Amen' (Eph. 3:20-21). The wonder of prayer is that we can pray 

for all good things, spiritual and physical. We can plead before the 

God of the covenant: 'God, who made the earth, the air, the sky, the 

sea, who gave the light its birth, he cares for me' (Sarah Betts Rhodes). 

I wish I knew more, but Christ intercedes for us (Rom. 8:34) and the 

Father always hears him (John 11:42). The desperate pray in his name-

and all sinners are desperate. 

(Continued from page 1) 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

Grace Bible Conference—April 8-

10, 2022. Rockport Baptist 

Church, Arnold, MO. Theme: The 

Love of Christ, Ephesians 3:17-19. 

Speakers: Don Currin (HeartCry), 

Jason Arens, Geoff Kirkland. For 

more information contact Pastor 

Scott Lee at 

radicalee63@gmail.com. 

Leadership & Laity  2022—April 

7-9. Mt. Zion Community Church, 

Arkansas City, Kansas. Speakers: 

Jim Orrick, Michael Staton, & Bill 

Ascol. Click here for more 

information or contact Pastor 

Kyle Carlson at 

pastorkyle234@gmail.com. 

SBFYC (Saved by Faith Youth 

Camp)—June 20-24. Webster 

Conference Center, Salina, KS. 

Theme: The Doctrines of Grace as 

Evangelism with Dr. Jim Orrick. 

Grades 7-12. sbfyckansas.com. 

Hosted by Trinity Baptist Church, 

Wamego, KS. For more 

information contact Tony Mattia 

at 785-456-3796. 

Theology Camp—July 11-15. 

Logan Valley Christian Retreat, 

Ellington, MO. Theme: The 

Doctrines of Grace as Evangelism 

with Dr. Jim Orrick. Hosted by 

First Baptist Church of Fenton, 

MO. For more information 

contact Terry Coker at 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com. 

 If you have a conference or event that 

you would like listed here, please 

contact Tony Mattia by email at: 

spurgeonassociation@gmail. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/leadership-laity-tickets-194698858527?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/leadership-laity-tickets-194698858527?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
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MEN AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY 

Kevin Berens 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: berens.kevin@gmail.com 

Cell Phone: 785-332-7184 

 

Tim Lambert 

Lindsborg, Kansas 

Email: tlambert@smokyvalley.org 

Phone: 785-614-3651 

 

Brad Richardson 

Lawrence, Kansas 

Email: richbud@hotmail.com 

Phone: 785-766-7268 

 

Bake Ottofy 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Email: bakeottofy@gmail.com 

Phone: 636-467-7446 

 

John Grove 

Canton, Ohio 

Email: trsjwg@gmail.com 

Phone: 352-286-5494 

 

J.W. Glidewell 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Phone: 785-772-1176 

 

WWW.SBAOC.ORG 

PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL  
AWAKENING AND REVIVAL 

• Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays 

• Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays 

The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of 

Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God 

above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an 

association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen 

and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of 

God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making 

and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified 

missions efforts. 

We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded 

body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great 

commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on 

His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is honored in all that 

we do. We welcome churches who adhere to the 

confessions of faith accepted by Southern Baptists 

throughout their history, including, but not limited to, 

the Second London Confession (1689) and the Baptist 

Faith and Message. 

PO Box 155 
Wamego KS 66547 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 
Email:  
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

S p u r g e o n  

B a p t i s t  

A s s o c i a t i o n   

o f  C h u r c h e s  

Contact Us: 

Administrative Council: 

J.W. Glidewell 
Moderator & Western Coordinator 

Phone: (785) 772-1176 

jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Terry Coker 

Vice Moderator  

& Eastern Coordinator 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com 

Tony Mattia 
Corresponding Secretary 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

Robin Jackson, At Large 

Robin.jackson@wt4n6.com 

Bill Ascol, At Large 

bascol@sbcglobal.net  

Lyn Hansen, At Large 

pastorlyn@insidenp.com 

Brandon Rhea, At Large 

brandon.m.rhea@gmail.com 

Kelly Gienger, At Large 

kpgienger@gmail.com 


