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PURPOSE STATEMENT: 

We unite as an association of 

Southern Baptist churches in order 

to manifest the glory of God 

above all.  We purpose to do this 

by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and 

earnest obedience to Scripture. 

We covenant to strengthen and 

support one another, motivated 

and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture, by 

facilitating faithful preaching of 

the Word of God, proclaiming the 

gospel of the risen Lord Jesus 

Christ to all, making and gathering 

disciples, planting churches and 

coordinating unified missions 

efforts. 

“If there is no church... should you not commence one?” C. H. Spurgeon 

SBAOC Weekly Update 

NEWS & PRAYER REQUESTS 

If you have any news, prayer requests, articles, or events that you would like to have  

included in this update, please email the information to Tony Mattia at 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com or call us at 785-456-8513. 

Peter J. Naylor (The Banner of Truth Magazine, Issue 700) 

'For everyone will be seasoned with fire, and every sacrifice will be seasoned with 

salt. Salt is good, but if the salt loses its flavour, how will you season it? Have salt in 

yourselves, and have peace with one another.' -Mark 9:49, 50 (NKJV) 

The disciples saw a man casting out demons in the name of Jesus and they forbade 

him 'because he does not follow us.’ The man did not belong to the company of the 

disciples, and so they stopped him. Perhaps John expected the Lord's approval. 

What he got was correction, very strongly put. 

When you read Mark 9:38-50, it is a mistake to take individual verses in abstraction 

from the whole. One of the fundamental principles of interpretation is context: read 

a verse in its context. So then, this 'outsider' was not regarded as such by our Lord. 

The man had been publicly identifying with Christ, performing a miracle in his name. 

He was on the same side as the disciples. He was not against them (verses 39-40). 

Furthermore, our Lord goes further. 'Whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in 

my name ... will by no means lose his reward' (verse 41). In other words, the least 

service performed for those who belong to him will not go unrewarded. The Lord 

knows very well all that is done in his service and he is a faithful and just Lord. 

However, woe betide the person who stumbles one of Christ's little ones. This is the 

burden of verses 42-48. Giving cup of water and causing someone to stumble are 

opposites: serving and encouraging is the opposite of hindering and discouraging. 

And this is no small matter. Consider the weight of these verses. How terrible to 

have a millstone hung around your neck and to be drowned. How terrible to be cast 

into hell, into the fire that can never be quenched. Our Lord repeats that warning 

three times. 

These words must have come to John and the other disciples with shocking force. Is 

that not precisely what they had just done? They found a man who was not as 

privileged as they were, to be called to follow Christ daily with the twelve. Even so, 
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this unknown man had been seeking to serve the Lord. But they had indeed 

discouraged, yes, even prevented him from doing so. They may have 

stumbled this outsider, telling him to stop serving the Lord. 

We must not isolate verses 43-48 from the surrounding verses. Jesus is 

warning his disciples about hell. The threefold repetition adds tremendous 

emphasis. 'If you hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to 

enter into life maimed, rather than having two hands, to go to hell, into the 

fire that shall never be quenched—where "their worm does not die and the 

fire is not quenched.’" This is repeated three times—hand, foot, eye. Jesus is 

urging his disciples to spare no pains to cut this sin out of their lives. But 

what sin is in view? It is a divisive, party spirit that belittles and stumbles one 

of these little ones. 'He is not one of us, so he cannot serve the Lord.’ 

After this warning, our Lord Jesus goes on to teach two principles (verses 49-

50): 'For everyone will be seasoned with fire, and every sacrifice will be 

seasoned with salt. Salt is good, but if the salt loses its flavour, how will you 

season it? Have salt among yourselves and have peace with one another.’ 

These words might seem very enigmatic and obscure. Our Lord is couching 

his teaching in Old Testament terms. 

The word 'seasoned' is very important. In Leviticus 2:13, the Lord 

commanded that every sacrifice offered by fire on the altar was to be 

seasoned with salt. This salt, a sign of God's covenant with his people 

symbolized that they and their, offerings were 'tasty' to him. A similar 

expression was 'a sweet-smelling fragrance.’ In other words, the Lord takes 

delight in his people and in their offerings. 

Speaking like this, Jesus is confirming what he has already said in verse 41. 

'The Lord desires the service of all his people, even the least 'significant' 

ones, and even the smallest service is an acceptable offering. Surely this is a 

strong encouragement to us all. 

But then, in verse 50, Jesus teaches a lesson that we all need to learn. He 

desires peace among his covenant people. Without peace, we lose our 

tastiness. How shall we offer our services to the Lord if we are not at peace 

with one another? Remember the Sermon on the Mount? 'If you bring your 

gift to the altar, and there remember your brother has something against 

you, leave your gift there before the altar, [do not offer it yet]. First go and 

be reconciled to your brother; and then come and offer your gift' (Matt. 5:23

-24). 'Blessed are the peace makers' (Matt. 5:9). 'If it is possible, as much as 

depends on you, live peaceably with all men ... Do not be overcome by evil, 

but overcome evil with good' (Rom. 12:18, 21). 'Pursue peace with all, and 

holiness, without which no one will see the Lord' (Heb. 12:14). 

The history of the church throughout the past two thousand years presents 

our churches with certain challenges. There is the challenge to preach the 

truth, even though some truths are rejected by many. The solution to 

(Continued from page 1) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Founders Midwest Conference - 

February 22-23. First Baptist Church 

of Fenton, MO. Speakers: Phil 

Johnson, Jim Orrick, & Curt Daniel. 

"Gospel Downgrade: Keeping the 

Main Thing the Main Thing". 

www.sbfcmw.com.  

Grace Bible Conference—April 8-10, 

2022. Rockport Baptist Church, 

Arnold, MO. Theme: The Love of 

Christ, Ephesians 3:17-19. Speakers: 

Don Currin (HeartCry), Jason Arens, 

Geoff Kirkland. For more 

information contact Pastor Scott Lee 

at radicalee63@gmail.com. 

Leadership & Laity  2022—April 7-9. 

Mt. Zion Community Church, 

Arkansas City, Kansas. Speakers: Jim 

Orrick, Michael Staton, & Bill Ascol. 

Click here for more information or 

contact Pastor Kyle Carlson at 

pastorkyle234@gmail.com. 

SBFYC (Saved by Faith Youth Camp)

—June 20-24. Webster Conference 

Center, Salina, KS. Theme: The 

Doctrines of Grace as Evangelism 

with Dr. Jim Orrick. Grades 7-12. 

sbfyckansas.com. Hosted by Trinity 

Baptist Church, Wamego, KS. For 

more information contact Tony 

Mattia at  

785-456-3796. 

Theology Camp—July 11-15. Logan 

Valley Christian Retreat, Ellington, 

MO. Theme: The Doctrines of Grace 

as Evangelism with Dr. Jim Orrick. 

Hosted by First Baptist Church of 

Fenton, MO. For more information 

contact Terry Coker at 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com. 

 If you have a conference or event that 

you would like listed here, please 

contact Tony Mattia by email at: 

spurgeonassociation@gmail. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/leadership-laity-tickets-194698858527?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
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COMMENTS ON OUR  

PURPOSE STATEMENT 

We unite as an association of 
Southern Baptist churches in order 
to manifest the glory of God above 
all. We purpose to do this by seek-
ing spiritual awakening and revival 
by intense prayer and earnest obe-
dience to Scripture.  We covenant 
to strengthen and support one an-
other, motivated and guided by the 
authority and sufficiency of Scrip-
ture, by facilitating faithful preach-
ing of the Word of God, proclaiming 
the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus 
Christ to all, making and gathering 
disciples, planting churches and 
coordinating unified missions 
efforts. 

 

If there be any one point in 

which the Christian church 

ought to keep its fervor at a 

white heat, it is concerning mis-

sions. If there be anything about 

which we cannot tolerate luke-

warmness, it is in the matter of 

sending the gospel to a dying 

world. — Charles Spurgeon 

 

 

Nor are we to preach a dry, 

heartless orthodoxy, however it 

may seem to be conformed to 

truth. The things to be preached 

are the weightiest matters that 

ever claimed human attention. 

We may not fossilize the glori-

ous doctrines of grace. The 

Word of God is quick and power-

ful, not dead and feeble. Prac-

tice is the life of piety. Truth is in 

order to godliness. When we 

perceive not the practical use of 

the doctrines of God’s Word, we 

are apt to hold the truth in un-

righteousness. — William S. 

Plumer 

denominational division is not to conceal, overlook, or abandon doctrines that 

divide. Ministers and elders have a responsibility to preach the whole counsel of 

God and to refute error: 'holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, 

that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince those 

who contradict' (Titus 1:9). 

There is also the need to distinguish between the true church and the false. The 

Belgic Confession (1561), which affirms the universal church (Article 27) and that 

it is 'everyone's duty to join the church' (Art. 28), also sets out the marks of the 

true church: 'It practises the pure preaching of the gospel. It maintains the pure 

administration of the sacraments as Christ instituted them. It exercises church 

discipline for correcting and punishing sins. In short, it governs itself according to 

the pure Word of God, rejecting all things contrary to it, and regarding Jesus 

Christ as the only Head' (Art. 29). But things are not always black and white: 'This 

catholic [universal] church hath been sometimes more, sometimes less 

visible' (Westminster Confession of Faith 25.4) and 'The purest churches under 

heaven are subject both to mixture and error; and some have so degenerated as 

to become no churches of Christ, but synagogues of Satan (WCF 25.5). 

Presbyterian churches around the world hold to the Westminster Confession of 

Faith. It grounds the church on the holy Scripture—inspired, infallible, inerrant. 

Its theology is covenant theology. Its soteriology is salvation by Christ alone, by 

grace alone, through faith alone. Such God-centred teaching is God-honouring: 

all the glory must be to the Lord. From this standpoint, we look across 

denominational boundaries and seeing brothers and sisters seeking to serve the 

Lord, we must steadfastly avoid the sin into which the disciples fell on that day. 

Without falling into the trap of thinking that what we believe does not matter—

it certainly does (read Spurgeon's Lectures to My Students, Chap. XVI)—

nevertheless we must not be possessed of a constricted spirit. A proud, party 

spirit must not be ours. Brotherly love must abound; narrow-minded judgmental 

thoughts be banished by grace. 

Let the teaching of Jesus resound in our hearts: anyone who truly serves the 

Lord, even if not of our denomination, will not lose his reward. Every sacrifice 

offered to God is 'seasoned with salt'; it is delightful to the Lord, when offered in 

the name of Jesus Christ. He alone, our great high priest, stands as our heavenly 

intercessor. Whatever we offer in this life is always tainted by sin; but we have a 

great high priest in the heavens who daily intercedes for all his people. 

A generous spirit has been found in the most useful of God's servants. It is well-

known that George Whitefield was once asked, 'Do you think we shall see Mr 

Wesley in heaven?' Mr Wesley was an Arminian, not a Calvinist. He was not at all 

sound in doctrine in that respect! But Whitefield's answer says it all: 'No! he will 

be much nearer to the throne.’ 

May the love of Christ so flood our hearts, so that we may do some good in the 

complexities of church life today, and so be a means of encouragement and 

blessing to others. 

(Continued from page 2) 



 4 

MEN AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY 

Kevin Berens 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: berens.kevin@gmail.com 

Cell Phone: 785-332-7184 

 

Tim Lambert 

Lindsborg, Kansas 

Email: tlambert@smokyvalley.org 

Phone: 785-614-3651 

 

Brad Richardson 

Lawrence, Kansas 

Email: richbud@hotmail.com 

Phone: 785-766-7268 

 

Bake Ottofy 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Email: bakeottofy@gmail.com 

Phone: 636-467-7446 

 

John Grove 

Canton, Ohio 

Email: trsjwg@gmail.com 

Phone: 352-286-5494 

 

J.W. Glidewell 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Phone: 785-772-1176 

 

WWW.SBAOC.ORG 

PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL  
AWAKENING AND REVIVAL 

• Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays 

• Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays 

The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of 

Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God 

above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an 

association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen 

and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of 

God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making 

and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified 

missions efforts. 

We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded 

body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great 

commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on 

His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is honored in all that 

we do. We welcome churches who adhere to the 

confessions of faith accepted by Southern Baptists 

throughout their history, including, but not limited to, 

the Second London Confession (1689) and the Baptist 

Faith and Message. 

PO Box 155 
Wamego KS 66547 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 
Email:  
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

S p u r g e o n  

B a p t i s t  

A s s o c i a t i o n   

o f  C h u r c h e s  

Contact Us: 

Administrative Council: 

J.W. Glidewell 
Moderator & Western Coordinator 

Phone: (785) 772-1176 

jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Terry Coker 

Vice Moderator  

& Eastern Coordinator 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com 

Tony Mattia 
Corresponding Secretary 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

Robin Jackson, At Large 

Robin.jackson@wt4n6.com 

Bill Ascol, At Large 

bascol@sbcglobal.net  

Lyn Hansen, At Large 

pastorlyn@insidenp.com 

Brandon Rhea, At Large 

brandon.m.rhea@gmail.com 

Kelly Gienger, At Large 

kpgienger@gmail.com 


