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PURPOSE STATEMENT: 

We unite as an association of 

Southern Baptist churches in order 

to manifest the glory of God 

above all.  We purpose to do this 

by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and 

earnest obedience to Scripture. 

We covenant to strengthen and 

support one another, motivated 

and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture, by 

facilitating faithful preaching of 

the Word of God, proclaiming the 

gospel of the risen Lord Jesus 

Christ to all, making and gathering 

disciples, planting churches and 

coordinating unified missions 

efforts. 

“If there is no church... should you not commence one?” C. H. Spurgeon 

SBAOC Weekly Update 

NEWS & PRAYER REQUESTS 

If you have any news, prayer requests, articles, or events that you would like to have  

included in this update, please email the information to Tony Mattia at 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com or call us at 785-456-8513. 

ALASDAIR J. MACLEOD (The Banner of Truth Magazine, Issue 700) 

'For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us, even by me 

and Silvanus and Timotheus, was not yea and nay, but in him was yea.'—2 

Corinthians 1:19 (Av) 

How encouraging to find jewels, even in apparently unpromising passages of 

Scripture. The argument referred to in 2 Corinthians 1 was essentially trivial. Paul 

defends his truthfulness against accusers in the church at Corinth who accuse him of 

inconsistency due to his changing travel plans: saying one thing, 'yea,’ and doing 

another, 'nay' (verse 17). But the substance of Paul's defence is to point his accusers 

to the evident truthfulness of his gospel message, 'our word toward you' (verse 18). 

Thus an ancient and comparatively unimportant argument is used by God to bring 

forth the glorious statement of the gospel in verse 19, a one-word summary of the 

Word of Christ: 'Yea’. 

The sense of the verse may not immediately be apparent. The subject of the 

sentence is 'the Son of God, Jesus Christ,’ but 'in him' evidently refers to Christ also. 

The ESV adds a pronoun to the final clause for clarity, 'but in him it is always Yes,’ 

which legitimately conveys the meaning. But the more literal Authorized Version 

rendering can be defended as underlining that the gospel is nothing other then the 

proclamation of Christ. The 'Son of God, Jesus Christ' is the declaration of Christ in 

his person and work, and identical with 'our word toward you' (verse 18). Christ is 

the gospel. 

This message, says the Apostle, 'in him was yes.’ The gospel in Christ is summed up 

in an affirmative, a positive, a 'Yes.’ What help this offers the doubtful and fearful! 

Consider the senses in which the gospel is 'yes,’ 

1. The Yes of capacity 

Some are overwhelmed by their past conduct, wondering how there can possibly be 

pardon for such sins as they have committed. Can one truly repent of a course of 

rebellion against Christ after decades in the world? Can outrageous, scandalous sin 

(Continued on page 2) 

THE GOSPEL IS AFFIRMATIVE 



 2 

be pardoned? Is there forgiveness? In Christ, yes! Consider that 'the blood 

ofJesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin' ( 1 John 1:7). Meditate on 

the perfection of Christ, the value of such a life, and the free offering up of 

his perfections in his people's place. Great guilt is answered by great grace. 

The evil of your sin cannot exceed the value of Christ's blood. 

Others wonder rather whether there can be change for the future. Can one 

who has lived so long in sin truly break with it? Can sinful habits be broken? 

Can the flesh be subdued, the world be refused, and discipleship be 

preferred to earthly pleasure? In Christ, yes! Consider the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 'If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 

away; behold, all things are become new' (2 Cor. 5:17). Meditate on the 

light the Spirit brought out of darkness in creation. See the avarice of 

Zacchaeus conquered by love, the pride of Nicodemus brought low by grace, 

the unchastity of the Woman of Samaria subdued by purity, and take heart. 

The deadness of your soul cannot exceed the power of God. 

Still others fear rather for the eternal future. They cannot imagine 

themselves reaching heaven, and are prone to fear that their course will end 

in eternal hell. Some of the Lord's people must walk in horror of great 

darkness. Can a sinner here become a saint there? In Christ, yes! Consider 

the value of his prayers: 'He is able also to save them to the uttermost that 

come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 

them' (Heb. 7:25). Reflect on the certainty of prayers brought by a perfect 

Mediator (Psa. 2:8), on benefits made not merely possible but certain by his 

priestly work (John 17:9-10). The believer's final salvation depends not upon 

his works, but upon an eternal transaction of God with God: 'If we believe 

not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself' (2 Tim. 2:13). The 

waywardness of your heart cannot frustrate the intercession of Christ. 

2. The Yes of good will 

But there are many firmly convinced of Christ's power to save who are yet 

fearful for their souls. Like the leper who came to Christ, they do not doubt 

his power but only his willingness to use it in their case: 'Lord, if thou wilt, 

thou canst make me clean' (Matt. 8:2). Can we assert from Scripture a 

willingness to save any who will come? In Christ, yes! Take the most familiar 

text of the New Testament: 'For God so loved the world, that he gave his 

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 

have everlasting life' (John 3:16). Here is love expressed, not merely to the 

elect, but to the world without distinction, incorporating both elect and non

-elect. Certainly it is not love to the non-elect considered as non-elect, and 

certainly it is love for the eternal benefit of the elect, but in its expression it 

is to the world undefined. This love holds forth a true gospel offer, 'that 

whosoever believeth in him should not perish.’ He is willing. 

Consider another text: 'Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have 

no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his 

way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O 

house of lsrael?' (Ezek. 33:11). The character of God undergirds the gospel 

offer; his delight is in salvation rather than damnation. Judgment is his 

'strange work' (Isa. 28:21), as being further from his heart than the grant of 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

True Church Conference—February 17-
20, 2022. Grace Life Church of the 
Shoals , Florence, AL. Registration will 
open October 1, 2021. Theme: "Healthy 
Body Life in the Local Church: Biblical 
Church Discipline, Biblical Counseling, 
Biblical Conflict Resolution / Protecting 
the Sheep from Savage Wolves." 
Speakers Richard Caldwell, Darrell 
Harrison, Barry King, David Miller, Jeff 
Noblit, Jonathan Sims, & Virgil Walker.  
www.anchoredintruth.org/true-church-
conference 

Founders Midwest Conference - 
February 22-23. First Baptist Church of 
Fenton, MO. Speakers: Phil Johnson, Jim 
Orrick, & Curt Daniel. "Gospel 
Downgrade: Keeping the Main Thing the 
Main Thing". www.sbfcmw.com.  

Grace Bible Conference—April 8-10, 
2022. Rockport Baptist Church, Arnold, 
MO. Theme: The Love of Christ, 
Ephesians 3:17-19. Speakers: Don Currin 
(HeartCry), Jason Arens, Geoff Kirkland. 
For more information contact Pastor 
Scott Lee at radicalee63@gmail.com. 

Leadership & Laity  2022—April 7-9. Mt. 
Zion Community Church, Arkansas City, 
Kansas. Speakers: Jim Orrick, Michael 
Staton, & Bill Ascol. Click here for more 
information or contact Pastor Kyle 
Carlson at pastorkyle234@gmail.com. 

SBFYC (Saved by Faith Youth Camp)—
June 20-24. Webster Conference Center, 
Salina, KS. Theme: The Doctrines of Grace 
as Evangelism with Dr. Jim Orrick. Grades 
7-12. sbfyckansas.com. Hosted by Trinity 
Baptist Church, Wamego, KS. For more 
information contact Tony Mattia at  
785-456-3796. 

Theology Camp—July 11-15. Logan 
Valley Christian Retreat, Ellington, MO. 
Theme: The Doctrines of Grace as 
Evangelism with Dr. Jim Orrick. Hosted by 
First Baptist Church of Fenton, MO. For 
more information contact Terry Coker at 
Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com. 

 If you have a conference or event that you 
would like listed here, please contact Tony 
Mattia by email at: 
spurgeonassociation@gmail. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/leadership-laity-tickets-194698858527?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/leadership-laity-tickets-194698858527?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
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COMMENTS ON OUR  

PURPOSE STATEMENT 

We unite as an association of Southern 
Baptist churches in order to manifest 
the glory of God above all. We purpose 
to do this by seeking spiritual awaken-
ing and revival by intense prayer and 
earnest obedience to Scripture.  We 
covenant to strengthen and support 
one another, motivated and guided by 
the authority and sufficiency of Scrip-
ture, by facilitating faithful preaching of 
the Word of God, proclaiming the gos-
pel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, 
making and gathering disciples, 
planting churches and coordinating 
unified missions efforts. 

 

The true Christian walks in the 

ways of religion, not by con-

straint, but willingly; they are to 

him not only safe, but comforta-

ble ‘ways of pleasantness as 

well as of peace.’ With earnest 

prayers, therefore, for the Divine 

help, with jealous circumspec-

tion, and resolute self-denial, he 

guards against, and abstains 

from, whatever might be likely 

again to darken his enlightened 

judgment or to vitiate his re-

formed taste; thus making it his 

unwearied endeavor to grow in 

the knowledge and love of heav-

enly things, and to obtain a 

warmer admiration and a more 

cordial relish of their excellence. 

That this is a just representation 

of the habitual judgment and of 

the leading disposition of true 

Christians, will be abundantly 

evident, if, endeavoring to form 

ourselves after our proper mod-

el, we consult the sacred Scrip-

ture. — William Wilberforce 

pardon. His merciful character becomes an argument in the mouth of Ezekiel to 

call Israel to repentance: 'Why will ye die' when your God is willing to save? He is 

willing. 

Meditate on the solemn words of Peter: 'The Lord is not slack concerning his 

promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not 

willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance' (2 Pet. 

3:9). It has fairly been pointed out that the 'any' of this text must be interpreted 

in terms of the promise mentioned earlier in the verse: that is, the Lord is not 

willing that any of his own elect should perish. Yet even if this strict 

interpretation of the text is granted, its force is not to discourage the sinner 

from coming, but rather to encourage it. Still the Saviour is longsuffering! Peter 

could wonder at it in the first century, how much more as we see His patience 

continue in the twenty-first. Still he endures the contradictions of sinners, still he 

bears with a world no less ripe for judgment than the world of Noah, still he 

holds back the tide of his just wrath, 'that all [his own people] should come to 

repentance.’ That means that elect people for whom Christ died are still 

unregenerate, that still there is room, and still the offer of the gospel is sincere. 

Those for whom it is intended must and will come. He is willing! The only refusal 

can be on your part. May it not be that the Lord says to you what he said to the 

Pharisees: 'Ye will not [lit. are not willing to] come to me, that ye might have 

life' (John 5:40). 

3. The Yes of assurance 

Yet still the difficulty of many remains. They are convinced that Christ is able, 

convinced that he is willing, but unsure if he has in fact already saved them. Has 

the sinner been saved? In Christ, yes! The yes is in Christ, and only in Christ. That 

is not dodging the question, but rather directing to the true answer. Assurance is 

not found in our view of self but in our view of Christ. The assurance that is 

essential to salvation is not indeed a belief about self at all. It is rather a firm 

conviction of the truth of Christ known, received and acted upon. 'What think ye 

of Christ?' (Matt. 22:32).  

Consider the faithfulness of Christ in his promises. 'If we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness' (1 John 1:9). Are you convinced that Christ is that faithful 

pardoner of sin thus revealed? If so, you can do only one of two things: refuse to 

confess your sins to him in solemn repentance, or do so—and thus know the 

benefit promised. Which is your course? Search and see. 

Think on the faithfulness of Christ in his comfort. 'Having therefore, brethren, 

boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, 

which he hath consecrated for us ... Let us draw near with a true heart in full 

assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our 

bodies washed with pure water' (Heb. 10:19-22). That is not to come in 

assurance of self but in assurance of Christ. Do you discern the blood of Jesus as 

the only access for the sinner to the favour and eternal presence of God? If so, 

you can do only one of two things: decline to trust in Christ's blood and rest all 

hope on your own merits, or trust him-and thus draw near. Which is it? Search 

and see. God in Christ says 'Yes.’ Do you? 

(Continued from page 2) 
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MEN AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY 

Kevin Berens 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: berens.kevin@gmail.com 

Cell Phone: 785-332-7184 

 

Tim Lambert 

Lindsborg, Kansas 

Email: tlambert@smokyvalley.org 

Phone: 785-614-3651 

 

Brad Richardson 

Lawrence, Kansas 

Email: richbud@hotmail.com 

Phone: 785-766-7268 

 

Bake Ottofy 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Email: bakeottofy@gmail.com 

Phone: 636-467-7446 

 

John Grove 

Canton, Ohio 

Email: trsjwg@gmail.com 

Phone: 352-286-5494 

 

J.W. Glidewell 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Phone: 785-772-1176 

 

WWW.SBAOC.ORG 

PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL  
AWAKENING AND REVIVAL 

• Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays 

• Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays 

The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of 

Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God 

above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an 

association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen 

and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of 

God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making 

and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified 

missions efforts. 

We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded 

body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great 

commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on 

His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is honored in all that 

we do. We welcome churches who adhere to the 

confessions of faith accepted by Southern Baptists 

throughout their history, including, but not limited to, 

the Second London Confession (1689) and the Baptist 

Faith and Message. 

PO Box 155 
Wamego KS 66547 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 
Email:  
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

S p u r g e o n  

B a p t i s t  

A s s o c i a t i o n   

o f  C h u r c h e s  

Contact Us: 

Administrative Council: 

J.W. Glidewell 
Moderator & Western Coordinator 

Phone: (785) 772-1176 

jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Terry Coker 

Vice Moderator  

& Eastern Coordinator 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com 

Tony Mattia 
Corresponding Secretary 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

Robin Jackson, At Large 

Robin.jackson@wt4n6.com 

Bill Ascol, At Large 

bascol@sbcglobal.net  

Lyn Hansen, At Large 

pastorlyn@insidenp.com 

Brandon Rhea, At Large 

brandon.m.rhea@gmail.com 

Kelly Gienger, At Large 

kpgienger@gmail.com 


