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PURPOSE STATEMENT: 

We unite as an association of 

Southern Baptist churches in order 

to manifest the glory of God 

above all.  We purpose to do this 

by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and 

earnest obedience to Scripture. 

We covenant to strengthen and 

support one another, motivated 

and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture, by 

facilitating faithful preaching of 

the Word of God, proclaiming the 

gospel of the risen Lord Jesus 

Christ to all, making and gathering 

disciples, planting churches and 

coordinating unified missions 

efforts. 

“If there is no church... should you not commence one?” C. H. Spurgeon 

SBAOC Weekly Update 

NEWS & PRAYER REQUESTS 

If you have any news, prayer requests, articles, or events that you would like to have  

included in this update, please email the information to Tony Mattia at 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com or call us at 785-456-8513. 

By Paul Yeulett (The Banner of Truth Magazine, Issue 700) 

The last year-and-a-bit has been tough on churches as they have had to 

endure burdensome Covid restrictions; and perhaps especially tough on 

pastors as they have had to adapt to fast-changing circumstances. 

Pastors have got a whole lot more than they bargained for: when they first 

obeyed the Lord's call to feed his flock, to proclaim the gospel, to devote 

themselves to the ministry of word, prayer and sacrament, few would have 

imagined that in the spring of 2020 they would be required, almost overnight, 

to become experts in a whole host of previously unfamiliar technologies. 

Some pastors have found the strain quite exhausting. Some have experienced 

problems with mental health. Others have found the imposition of masks, 

screens, two-metre distancing and the long absence of face-to-face ministry 

nothing less than devastating; not to mention sharp differences of opinion 

within congregations, unmotivated children who sit at home in front of a 

screen all day, and in many cases the physical effects of Covid-19 on their own 

health and the health of those for whom they are caring. 

How should pastors respond to this? If you are a pastor yourself, you may 

identify with some of what I have written; if you do not, then be grateful that 

the Lord has, so far, spared you that grief. If you are not a pastor, think about 

your own pastor and how you can prayerfully support him through these 

turbulent and challenging times. 

But God's servants are called to their work, called for such a time as this, and 

summoned to such a suffering as this. If faithful Christian believers, in general, 

should not think it 'something strange' when they experience various trials and 
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sufferings (1 Pet. 4:12), then faithful pastors of the flock should 

certainly not be surprised when they pass through the fires of 

tribulation and difficulty. 

The apostle Paul is never more autobiographical, never more 

vulnerable—some might say never more realistically 'authentic'—then 

when he pens his Second Letter to the Corinthians. He plumbs the 

depths of personal pain ('we felt that we had received the sentence of 

death' -1: 9) as well as scaling the supreme heights of spiritual ecstasy 

('caught up to the third heaven'-12:2). And in 4:8-12, Paul gives free 

expression to the agonies in his own soul and the souls of his fellow-

labourers, immersed as they are in their costly care for Christ's flock: 

We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but 

not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck 

down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death 

of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our 

bodies. For we who live are always being given over to death 

for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested 

in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you. 

We should be struck by the 'but not' tension in his opening words: yes, 

it's exceedingly painful, to be sure—but not hopeless and utterly 

desperate. What is the reason for this? Why isn't Paul completely 

'crushed; 'driven to despair; 'forsaken' and 'destroyed'? Two chapters 

later, he will speak of 'beatings, imprisonments, riots, labours, 

sleepless nights, hunger' (6:5) and an even longer list of sufferings will 

follow in 11:23-28. What is Paul's secret? Is it his own native 

robustness—physical, mental and emotional—that enables him to 

endure the way he does? The very opposite is true: Paul boasts in his 

weakness and he chooses to draw attention, not to any heroic action 

on his part but instead to the way in which he was passively lowered 

from a window in a basket to escape the aggressive intentions of King 

Aretas (11:29-33). Hardly the stuff of superheroes. 

No, the key to Paul's whole conduct and continuance in ministry can be 

clearly seen in 4:10-12, in the extended quote above. It is Paul's 

identification with both the death and the life of Jesus Christ. It is the 

objective reality of Paul's union with Christ, but it is also the lived-out, 

experiential reality of his conscious communion with Christ, in his 

death and also in his resurrection. 

The sufferings of Paul, the sufferings of every faithful and wounded 

pastor, should be seen as a fleshed-out exhibition of the dying of the 

crucified Saviour. Only in this context can we make sense of Paul's 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

True Church Conference—February 17-
20, 2022. Grace Life Church of the 
Shoals , Florence, AL. Registration will 
open October 1, 2021. Theme: "Healthy 
Body Life in the Local Church: Biblical 
Church Discipline, Biblical Counseling, 
Biblical Conflict Resolution / Protecting 
the Sheep from Savage Wolves." 
Speakers Richard Caldwell, Darrell 
Harrison, Barry King, David Miller, Jeff 
Noblit, Jonathan Sims, & Virgil Walker.  
www.anchoredintruth.org/true-church-
conference 

Founders Midwest Conference - 
February 22-23. First Baptist Church of 
Fenton, MO. Speakers: Phil Johnson, Jim 
Orrick, & Curt Daniel. "Gospel 
Downgrade: Keeping the Main Thing the 
Main Thing". www.sbfcmw.com.  

Grace Bible Conference—April 8-10, 
2022. Rockport Baptist Church, Arnold, 
MO. Theme: The Love of Christ, 
Ephesians 3:17-19. Speakers: Don Currin 
(HeartCry), Jason Arens, Geoff Kirkland. 
For more information contact Pastor 
Scott Lee at radicalee63@gmail.com. 

Leadership & Laity  2022—April 7-9. Mt. 
Zion Community Church, Arkansas City, 
Kansas. Speakers: Jim Orrick, Michael 
Staton, & Bill Ascol. Click here for more 
information or contact Pastor Kyle 
Carlson at pastorkyle234@gmail.com. 

SBFYC (Saved by Faith Youth Camp)—
June 20-24. Webster Conference Center, 
Salina, KS. Theme: The Doctrines of Grace 
as Evangelism with Dr. Jim Orrick. Grades 
7-12. sbfyckansas.com. Hosted by Trinity 
Baptist Church, Wamego, KS. For more 
information contact Tony Mattia at  
785-456-3796. 

Theology Camp—July 11-15. Logan 
Valley Christian Retreat, Ellington, MO. 
Theme: The Doctrines of Grace as 
Evangelism with Dr. Jim Orrick. Hosted by 
First Baptist Church of Fenton, MO. For 
more information contact Terry Coker at 
Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com. 

 If you have a conference or event that you 
would like listed here, please contact Tony 
Mattia by email at: 
spurgeonassociation@gmail. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/leadership-laity-tickets-194698858527?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/leadership-laity-tickets-194698858527?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
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COMMENTS ON OUR  

PURPOSE STATEMENT 

We unite as an association of Southern 
Baptist churches in order to manifest 
the glory of God above all. We purpose 
to do this by seeking spiritual awaken-
ing and revival by intense prayer and 
earnest obedience to Scripture.  We 
covenant to strengthen and support 
one another, motivated and guided by 
the authority and sufficiency of Scrip-
ture, by facilitating faithful preaching of 
the Word of God, proclaiming the gos-
pel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, 
making and gathering disciples, 
planting churches and coordinating 
unified missions efforts. 

 

“The Holy Scriptures speak of us 

as fallen creatures; in almost 

every page we shall find some-

thing that is calculated to abate 

the loftiness and silence the pre-

tensions of man. ‘The imagina-

tion of man’s heart is evil, from 

his youth.’ ‘Who can say, I have 

made my heart clean, I am pure 

from my sin?’ ‘The heart is de-

ceitful above all things, and des-

perately wicked, who can know 

it?’ ‘Behold, I was shapen in iniq-

uity, and in sin did my mother 

conceive me.’ ‘We were by na-

ture the children of wrath, even 

as others, fulfilling the desire, of 

the flesh and of the mind.’ ‘O 

wretched man that I am, who 

shall deliver me from the body 

of this death!’—Passages might 

be multiplied upon passages, 

which speak the same language, 

and these again might be illus-

trated and confirmed at large by 

various other considerations, 

drawn from the same sacred 

source; such as those which rep-

resent a thorough change, a 

renovation of our nature, as be-

ing necessary to our becoming 

true Christians.”  

— Wilbur Wilberforce 

otherwise bewildering language in Colossians 1:24, of 'filling up what is 

lacking in Christ's afflictions for his body, that is the church.’ There can be, 

of course, nothing 'lacking' in Christ's afflictions in terms of their unique 

and sufficient saving power. But that saving power—the gospel of Christ 

crucified which is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes 

(Rom. 1:16)—is visibly focused through the lens of Christ's fellow-sufferers 

in every age and in every place. 

What is the point of this suffering? It is not to arouse pity on the part of 

those who see Paul, or any other Christian leader, undergoing pain. Neither 

Christ nor his followers should ever encourage pity (Luke 23:28). It is rather 

that 'the life of Jesus should be manifested in our bodies.’ Here we see the 

other side of the 'but not' tension that we have noticed: why is it that the 

suffering believer is not cast down in abject despair? It is because the 

eternally risen Christ is in him by his Spirit, animating his faith, hope and 

love. To merely outward appearances the afflicted Christian might seem to 

be shattered beyond repair; but those who look with the eye of faith can 

perceive the resurrection life and joy of the risen Jesus in him. 

This life of Jesus is 'manifested,’ it is made visible, brought to light and 

recognized for what it truly is, through the sufferings of his devoted 

servants. This manifestation of life is like a transmission of electromagnetic 

radiation which is received by believing souls who witness it. This must be 

the explanation for what Paul writes in 4:12: 'So death is at work in us, but 

life in you.’ Commentators have been divided over the interpretation of 

this verse. Some, like Matthew Poole, detect an ironic strain in Paul's 

words, akin to what the apostle writes in 1 Corinthians 4:10: 'We are fools 

for Christ's sake, but you are wise in Christ: But this kind of tone seems 

foreign to Paul's intent in this passage, and for my own part I much prefer 

the observations of John Gill, who suggests that far from being ironic, Paul 

writes, 

in the most serious manner, and about things solemn and awful; 

and his meaning is, ours is the sorrow, the trouble, the affliction, 

and death itself, yours is the gain, the joy, the pleasure, and life; 

what we get by preaching the Gospel are reproach, persecution, 

and death; but this Gospel we preach at such expense is the savour 

of life unto life to you, and is the means of maintaining spiritual life 

in your souls, and of nourishing you up unto eternal life. 

If you feel yourself to be a weakened, broken, run-down and worn-out 

pastor; or indeed any run-down and worn-out Christian who is weary in the 

Lord's service, then take heart. May it be that not only the dying of Jesus 

but also the living of Jesus will be seen in you, for the salvation and 

blessing of souls, and for the glory of God. 

(Continued from page 2) 



 4 

MEN AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY 

Kevin Berens 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: berens.kevin@gmail.com 

Cell Phone: 785-332-7184 

 

Tim Lambert 

Lindsborg, Kansas 

Email: tlambert@smokyvalley.org 

Phone: 785-614-3651 

 

Brad Richardson 

Lawrence, Kansas 

Email: richbud@hotmail.com 

Phone: 785-766-7268 

 

Bake Ottofy 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Email: bakeottofy@gmail.com 

Phone: 636-467-7446 

 

John Grove 

Canton, Ohio 

Email: trsjwg@gmail.com 

Phone: 352-286-5494 

 

J.W. Glidewell 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Phone: 785-772-1176 

 

WWW.SBAOC.ORG 

PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL  
AWAKENING AND REVIVAL 

• Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays 

• Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays 

The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of 

Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God 

above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an 

association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen 

and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of 

God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making 

and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified 

missions efforts. 

We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded 

body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great 

commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on 

His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is honored in all that 

we do. We welcome churches who adhere to the 

confessions of faith accepted by Southern Baptists 

throughout their history, including, but not limited to, 

the Second London Confession (1689) and the Baptist 

Faith and Message. 

PO Box 155 
Wamego KS 66547 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 
Email:  
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

S p u r g e o n  

B a p t i s t  

A s s o c i a t i o n   

o f  C h u r c h e s  

Contact Us: 

Administrative Council: 

J.W. Glidewell 
Moderator & Western Coordinator 

Phone: (785) 772-1176 

jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Terry Coker 

Vice Moderator  

& Eastern Coordinator 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com 

Tony Mattia 
Corresponding Secretary 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

Robin Jackson, At Large 

Robin.jackson@wt4n6.com 

Bill Ascol, At Large 

bascol@sbcglobal.net  

Lyn Hansen, At Large 

pastorlyn@insidenp.com 

Brandon Rhea, At Large 

brandon.m.rhea@gmail.com 

Kelly Gienger, At Large 

kpgienger@gmail.com 


