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PURPOSE STATEMENT: 

We unite as an association of 

Southern Baptist churches in order 

to manifest the glory of God 

above all.  We purpose to do this 

by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and 

earnest obedience to Scripture. 

We covenant to strengthen and 

support one another, motivated 

and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture, by 

facilitating faithful preaching of 

the Word of God, proclaiming the 

gospel of the risen Lord Jesus 

Christ to all, making and gathering 

disciples, planting churches and 

coordinating unified missions 

efforts. 

“If there is no church... should you not commence one?” C. H. Spurgeon 

SBAOC Weekly Update 

NEWS & PRAYER REQUESTS 

If you have any news, prayer requests, articles, or events that you would like to have  

included in this update, please email the information to Tony Mattia at 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com or call us at 785-456-8513. 

By Geoff Thomas (The Banner of Truth, Issue 700) 

We continue our series of brief cameos of women who 'gave the word.’ How the 

church needs such women who know the truth, who are grounded in the word, who 

live blameless and loving lives, and who are always ready to give a reason for the 

hope they have. The need of the hour is for women who are prepared to give out 

the word! 

Alison Cunningham (1822-1913) 

Alison Cunningham became the nurse to the only child, and future novelist, Robert 

Louis Stevenson in 1852—that is, two years after his birth. His parents and larger 

family were nominal Presbyterians, but she was a confessional Christian, knowing 

the Shorter Catechism and the teaching of the leaders of the Disruption. 'Cummy', as 

she was known, was a true Christian. Stevenson loved her and listened eagerly to 

her as she regularly read and explained Scripture to him and also Pilgrim's Progress. 

She told him the stories of the covenanters. He learned the Shorter Catechism both 

from his mother and Cummy. She loved Robert Murray M'Cheyne and told the boy 

about him. She cared for him tenderly in his sicknesses. She took down his own 

stories that he dictated to her. He looked back fondly at such times in his childhood 

in 'The Land of the Counterpane' in A Child's Garden of Verses, and he dedicated the 

book to her. When a child, Robert Louis Stevenson entered fully into her system of 

faith and priorities. He then valued all the joy and peace that is brought by a 

profession of a saving faith in Christ. This is his dedication to her: 

To Alison Cunningham From Her Boy 

For the long nights you lay awake 

And watched for my unworthy sake: 

For your most comfortable hand 

That led me through the uneven land: 

For all the story-books you read: 
(Continued on page 2) 
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For all the pains you comforted: 

For all you pitied, all you bore, 

In sad and happy days of yore: 

My second Mother, my first Wife 

The angel in my infant life 

From the sick child, now well and old, 

Take, nurse, the little book you hold! 

And grant it, Heaven, that all who read 

May find as dear a nurse at need, 

And every child who lists my rhyme, 

In the bright, fireside, nursery clime, 

May hear it in as kind a voice 

As made my childish days rejoice!1 

Cummy kept a diary and it was published in 1926. It told of her life with the 

Stevensons in 1863 and shows her pleasing sense of humour and her views of 

some of the big social issues of the time. She loved talking of her years with the 

young Robert Louis Stevenson. 

But, alas, he defied all that loving example and instruction and rejected all she 

stood for, becoming an immoral Bohemian in his lifestyle and then announcing 

to his family that he was now an atheist which devastated his father. His mother 

considered that she had been a total failure as a parent. Privileges alone will not 

save us, as we learn from the life of Judas in the New Testament. He had heard 

the Sermon on the Mount, the parable of the Prodigal Son, the discourse in the 

Upper Room and saw Christ heal the sick, still the storm and raise three people 

from the dead. He was the recipient of exquisite pastoral care from the Good 

Shepherd. All that did not keep Judas from betraying his Lord. The privileges of a 

godly home are not enough to save us. Our children cannot go to heaven on the 

strength of their early blessings and their parents' faith. They must turn from 

their unbelief and appropriate Christ as Lord and Saviour. 

Pietje Balthus 

Pietje Balthus kept a smallholding near the church in Beesd that the twenty-five-

year-old Abraham Kuyper was called to serve in 1863. It was his first charge and 

he had been influenced by theological modernism and had begun to filter the 

truths of the gospel through a rationalistic framework. He was spiritually 

bankrupt and this loss of the Christian message was clearly displayed in the first 

months of his preaching that many in his concerned congregation had to listen 

to. 

One afternoon he turned up at the home of one those Christians, 33 year old 

Pietje Balthus, accompanied by an elder. She had expressed to her friends her 

hostility to his teaching, 'That rascal might as well stay away. I don't care for him; 

I've heard so much already of his superficial doctrines. I won't have any of it.’ 

She was soon confessing to God her wrong attitude to the young minister, and 

then he arrived knocking at her door. She ignored his outstretched hand. They 

were not one in their understanding of the greatest things in life. They talked 

together about the price of potatoes as she had a small mountain of them 

(Continued from page 1) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

True Church Conference—

February 17-20, 2022. Grace Life 

Church of the Shoals , Florence, AL. 

Registration will open October 1, 

2021. Theme: "Healthy Body Life in 

the Local Church: Biblical Church 

Discipline, Biblical Counseling, 

Biblical Conflict Resolution / 

Protecting the Sheep from Savage 

Wolves." Speakers Richard 

Caldwell, Darrell Harrison, Barry 

King, David Miller, Jeff Noblit, 

Jonathan Sims, & Virgil Walker.  

www.anchoredintruth.org/true-

church-conference 

Founders Midwest Conference - 

February 22-23. First Baptist 

Church of Fenton, MO. Speakers: 

Phil Johnson, Jim Orrick, & Curt 

Daniel. "Gospel Downgrade: 

Keeping the Main Thing the Main 

Thing". www.sbfcmw.com.  

Grace Bible Conference—April 8-

10, 2022. Rockport Baptist Church, 

Arnold, MO. Theme: The Love of 

Christ, Ephesians 3:17-19. 

Speakers: Don Currin (HeartCry), 

Jason Arens, Geoff Kirkland. For 

more information contact Pastor 

Scott Lee at 

radicalee63@gmail.com. 

Leadership & Laity  2022—April 7-

9. Mt. Zion Community Church, 

Arkansas City, Kansas. Speakers: 

Jim Orrick, Michael Staton, & Bill 

Ascol. Click here for more 

information or contact Pastor Kyle 

Carlson at  

pastorkyle234@gmail.com. 

 If you have a conference or event that 

you would like listed here, please 

contact Tony Mattia by email at: 

spurgeonassociation@gmail. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/leadership-laity-tickets-194698858527?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/leadership-laity-tickets-194698858527?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
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COMMENTS ON OUR  

PURPOSE STATEMENT 

We unite as an association of 

Southern Baptist churches in order 

to manifest the glory of God above 

all. We purpose to do this by seek-

ing spiritual awakening and revival 

by intense prayer and earnest obe-

dience to Scripture.  We covenant 

to strengthen and support one an-

other, motivated and guided by the 

authority and sufficiency of Scrip-

ture, by facilitating faithful preach-

ing of the Word of God, proclaiming 

the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus 

Christ to all, making and gathering 

disciples, planting churches and 

coordinating unified missions 

efforts. 

 

In his life, Christ is an example, 

showing us how to live; in his 

death, he is a sacrifice, satisfying 

for our sins; in his resurrection, a 

conqueror; in his ascension, a 

king; in his intercession, a high 

priest. — Martin Luther 

 

In the maxims of the law, God is 

seen as the rewarder of perfect 

righteousness and the avenger 

of sin. But in Christ, His face 

shines out, full of grace and gen-

tleness to poor, unworthy sin-

ners. — John Calvin 

outside in her yard, but finally she said, 'You have not come here to talk with me 

of these things but about what is my only hope in life and death.’ Then she 

spoke to him about her faith in Jesus Christ for a full hour and challenged him as 

to what he had been saying to them from the pulpit. He listened, not saying a 

single word in reply. He was deeply affected by her words, so much so that he 

returned the next day, this time without an elder, to listen more to her and then 

he stayed for two hours. He often went back. His preaching began to change. He 

was deeply troubled about his life.  

Pietje Balthus was now interceding earnestly for him and God heard and took 

over. Kuyper went for a spiritual holiday in England and returned refreshed and 

more assured of the Triple Knowledge (man's guilt, God's gospel remedy, man's 

responsive gratitude) and the Heidelberg Catechism. After four years he left the 

Beesd church and went to one in the city of Utrecht. People shyly came to ask 

Pietje whether Kuyper had ever made a pass at this beautiful Christian woman 

but she assured them that he had never shown the slightest interest in her like 

that and had not offended her in any way. She looked up to him and always 

referred to him as 'Dr Kuyper.’ She was like a New Testament woman named 

Priscilla who heard Apollos preach and found so much of what he said helpful, 

but she realized that he was not clear in some important matters. So she and her 

husband invited him to their home and 'explained unto him the way of God 

more perfectly' (Acts 18:26). 

In a number of later sermons from the Beesd pulpit Kuyper would address the 

congregation and inform them with apologies that he had ignorantly shown 

them the wrong way, but that he had come to a different understanding, that 

one had to be born again to enter the kingdom of God, and he openly asked 

them in church to forgive him.  

His new zeal had no bounds. He walked through the mud of Utrecht to visit his 

people in the fields and factories. He became very generous in giving away his 

possession, for example, new boots that had been made for him. but he gave 

them to the poor elder Krul. He loved autumn when he could shake the apple 

trees in his garden and send members away laden with a big bag full of them. 

He became a preacher of note, with some fine devotional books, immense 

works of Common Grace, the founder of the Free University of Amsterdam, 

leader of a Christian political party and prime minister of the Netherlands. 

Would any of that had occurred if a young woman had not spoken to him of her 

Saviour and his teaching? She was given grace to speak to him and Kuyper was 

given grace to listen to her and the other evangelical Christians in the 

congregation instead of arguing. He was willing to openly engage in the 

disagreement rather than run away. Later he wrote, 'I did not set myself against 

them, and I still thank my God that I made the choice I did. Their unwavering 

persistence for my mind and understanding has been a blessing for my heart, 

the rise of the morning star in my life.’ He also wrote, 'He is your friend who 

pushes you nearer to God.’ 

1 Robert Louis Stevenson, A Child's Garden of Verses (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 

1895), p. ix. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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MEN AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY 

Kevin Berens 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: berens.kevin@gmail.com 

Cell Phone: 785-332-7184 

 

Tim Lambert 

Lindsborg, Kansas 

Email: tlambert@smokyvalley.org 

Phone: 785-614-3651 

 

Brad Richardson 

Lawrence, Kansas 

Email: richbud@hotmail.com 

Phone: 785-766-7268 

 

Bake Ottofy 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Email: bakeottofy@gmail.com 

Phone: 636-467-7446 

 

John Grove 

Canton, Ohio 

Email: trsjwg@gmail.com 

Phone: 352-286-5494 

 

J.W. Glidewell 

Colby, Kansas 

Email: jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Phone: 785-772-1176 

 

WWW.SBAOC.ORG 

PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL  
AWAKENING AND REVIVAL 

• Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays 

• Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays 

The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of 

Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God 

above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and 

revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an 

association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen 

and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and 

sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of 

God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making 

and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified 

missions efforts. 

We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded 

body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great 

commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on 

His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is honored in all that 

we do. We welcome churches who adhere to the 

confessions of faith accepted by Southern Baptists 

throughout their history, including, but not limited to, 

the Second London Confession (1689) and the Baptist 

Faith and Message. 

PO Box 155 
Wamego KS 66547 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 
Email:  
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

S p u r g e o n  

B a p t i s t  

A s s o c i a t i o n   

o f  C h u r c h e s  

Contact Us: 

Administrative Council: 

J.W. Glidewell 
Moderator & Western Coordinator 

Phone: (785) 772-1176 

jwglidewell@gmail.com 

Terry Coker 

Vice Moderator  

& Eastern Coordinator 

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com 

Tony Mattia 
Corresponding Secretary 

Phone: (785) 456-3796 

spurgeonassociation@gmail.com 

Robin Jackson, At Large 

Robin.jackson@wt4n6.com 

Bill Ascol, At Large 

bascol@sbcglobal.net  

Lyn Hansen, At Large 

pastorlyn@insidenp.com 

Brandon Rhea, At Large 

brandon.m.rhea@gmail.com 

Kelly Gienger, At Large 

kpgienger@gmail.com 


