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NEWS & PRAYER REQUESTS
•

After much prayer and consideration regarding the current circumstances
with COVID-19, we have decided to cancel SBFYC 2020. Lord willing, we will
gather together for SBFYC 2021 during the week of June 14-18 at Webster
Conference Center in Salina. Tony Mattia

If you have any news, prayer requests, or events that you would like to have
included in this update, please email the information to spurgeonassociation@gmail.com or call us at 785-456-8513.

SOVEREIGN COMFORT FOR UNCERTAIN TIMES
Following is the transcript of an interview with John Piper.
https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/sovereign-comfort-for-uncertain-times

If 2020 has taught us anything, it’s that the times are always uncertain and our
lives in this world are far less stable than we realize. More and more, it seems like
the only predictable thing about life is its unpredictability. So, in the middle of the
current social and medical and economic upheavals that very few of us could have
foreseen, what eternal promises root us? We have some amazing promises from
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, who apparently knew our lives would remain
unpredictable until he returns. So, he left us with his closing words in Matthew
28:16–20. We read this:
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus
had directed them. And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some
doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Here’s Pastor John explaining what this means for us today.
Jesus came up and spoke to them saying, “All authority has been given to me in
heaven and on earth” (Matthew 28:18 NASB). Now, that’s a very lofty claim for
anybody to make. It has been given to him by God the Father. Because he died, he
overcame guilt — he overcame condemnation. Because he rose again, he
overcame suffering and he overcame death. And since he has triumphed over guilt
and condemnation and suffering and death, he has also triumphed over Satan.
Because the only way, ultimately, that Satan can damn the people of God is with
guilt and condemnation. And the only way he can rough us up is with suffering and
(Continued on page 2)
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PURPOSE STATEMENT:
We unite as an association of
Southern Baptist churches in order
to manifest the glory of God
above all. We purpose to do this
by seeking spiritual awakening and
revival by intense prayer and
earnest obedience to Scripture.
We covenant to strengthen and
support one another, motivated
and guided by the authority and
sufficiency of Scripture, by
facilitating faithful preaching of
the Word of God, proclaiming the
gospel of the risen Lord Jesus
Christ to all, making and gathering
disciples, planting churches and
coordinating unified missions
efforts.

(Continued from page 1)

COMMENTS ON OUR PURPOSE
STATEMENT
We unite as an association of
Southern Baptist churches in order to
manifest the glory of God above all.
We purpose to do this by seeking
spiritual awakening and revival by
intense prayer and earnest obedience
to Scripture. We covenant to
strengthen and support one another,
motivated and guided by the
authority and sufficiency of Scripture,
by facilitating faithful preaching of the
Word of God, proclaiming the gospel
of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all,
making and gathering disciples,
planting churches and coordinating
unified missions efforts.

“My business this morning, the

with death. And if suffering and death and guilt and condemnation have been
conquered by Jesus in his death and in his resurrection, Satan is emptyhanded today in his ability to destroy believers.
This is a tremendous thing. Philippians 2:9–11 says,
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.
This is just another way of saying “all authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me.”
Jesus Has All Authority
So, here’s our King, who’s commissioning us. This lofty claim, “All authority
has been bought by me, possessed by me, given to me. I have all authority in
the universe” — let’s ponder it for a minute. All authority. Really? All
authority.
•

All authority over Satan and all demons and all angels, good and evil.

•

Authority over the natural universe: natural objects and laws and forces,
like stars and galaxies and planets and meteorites.

•

Authority over all weather systems: winds and rains and lightning and
thunder and hurricanes and tornadoes and monsoons and typhoons and
cyclones, and all their effects like tidal waves and floods and fires.

•

All authority over molecular and atomic reality: atoms, electrons, protons,
neutrons, subatomic particles, quantum physics, DNA, chromosomal
reality.

•

All plants, all animals. Doesn’t matter what size: whales, redwoods, giant
squid, and giant oaks. All fish, all wild beasts, he has authority over.

•

All invisible animals: bacteria and viruses and parasites and germs of every
kind — he has authority over.

•

He has authority over all the parts and functions of the human body. Every
beat of your heart, every movement of the diaphragm, every little jump
across a million synapses in your brain — Jesus has all authority over all
those physiological phenomena in your body.

•

He has all authority over nations and governments and congresses and
legislatures and kings and premiers and courts.

•

He has all authority over armies and weapons and bombs and terrorists.

•

All authority over industry and business and finance and currency.

George Whitefield

•

All authority over entertainment and amusement and leisure and media.

Whitefield’s Sermons

•

All authority over education and research and science and discovery.

•

All authority over crime and violence and all families and all

first day of the week, is to tell
you that Christ is willing to be
reconciled to you. Will any of you
be reconciled to Jesus Christ?
Then, He will forgive you all your

sins; He will blot out all your
transgressions. But if you will go
on and rebel against Christ, and
stab him daily—if you will go on
and abuse Jesus Christ, the wrath
of God you must expect will fall
upon you. God will not be
mocked; that which a man sows,
that shall he also reap. And if you
will not be at peace with God,

God will not be at peace with
you. Who can stand before God
when He is angry? It is a dreadful
thing to gall into the hands of an
angry God.”

(Continued on page 3)
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neighborhoods.
•

And he has authority over his body, the church.

•

And he has authority over every soul in the universe
and every moment and every second of every life
lived, now or previously or forever and ever, anywhere
in the universe.

He has all authority. Jesus has all authority. And that’s why
he has a right to say, “Go everywhere.” Matthew 28:18 is
the search warrant for breaking into other cultures.
Almost nobody in America believes we have a warrant to
do this today. This is a massively politically incorrect thing
for us to do — namely, world evangelization. But we have
a warrant. We have a warrant. You don’t do this kind of
thing without a warrant. You don’t go into somebody’s
culture or house and say, “Jesus is Lord of this house;
Jesus is Lord of this culture,” without a warrant. What’s
the warrant? Matthew 28:18 is the warrant: “I have died. I
have risen. I have triumphed over all my enemies. I have
all authority in heaven. I have all authority on earth. Go.”
He Gives and Takes Away
Jump over verse 19 with me to verse 20 to see not only
the lofty claim, but the loving comfort: “And behold, I am
with you always [literally, all the days], to the end of the
age.” There are three pieces to this. I call
them identification, continuation, and duration. That’s the
three pieces in verse 20 at the end.
What do I mean by identification? I mean: Would you
please, for a moment here, ask the Lord to reveal to your
heart what stands in the page, that the One who promises
never to leave you and always be with you is the One who
has all authority in the universe? Would you please, right

now, whisper a prayer in your heart? I’m whispering it
right now for you that God would open your eyes to what
that means. Lord, just do it. Would you come at this
moment and put these two verses together? Lord, you
have all authority in the universe, all power, all right, the
right and the power to do as you please in every area of
life, every culture, every people, every religion — the right
and the power to be Lord and King. You have spoken to
your people, “I will always be with you to the end.”
Friends, do you get it? The One who said, “I will always be
with you,” is that One. That’s the identification.
The continuation is found in the word always or all the
days. And what I mean by that is not just length of time,
but unbroken time. Do you see the point? He doesn’t go
on vacation on Mondays. Pastors think he goes on
vacation on Mondays, and so they get real depressed and
discouraged on Monday morning. “Where’s God?” Well,
the answer is this: as close as your skin, because he
doesn’t break his word. He does not break his word. I
don’t care how blue the day is, Jesus doesn’t lie. “I will
always be with you.” Dark, bright, up, down, bad, good,
death, life — “I will always be with you.” Hebrews 13:5:
“Be content with what you have, for he has said, ‘I will
never leave you nor forsake you.’”
Though he giveth or he taketh,
God his children ne’er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely
To preserve them, pure and holy.
Swedes have good theology. “Though he giveth or he
taketh, God his children ne’er forsaketh.”
John Piper (@JohnPiper) is founder and teacher of desiringGod.org and
chancellor of Bethlehem College & Seminary. For 33 years, he served as
pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota. He is
author of more than 50 books, including Desiring God: Meditations of a
Christian Hedonist and most recently Coronavirus and Christ.

SAVED BY FAITH YOUTH CAMP 2020
After much prayer and consideration regarding the
current circumstances with COVID-19, we have decided
to cancel SBFYC 2020.
We will all miss this sweet time of fellowship and
teaching; however, with many required to travel across
state lines to attend, and the inability to social distance
once we arrive on campus, we feel it’s best not to gather
at this time.
Please pray for the youth and youth leaders during this
difficult time. Our own youth are disappointed that they
won’t be attending camp this summer. We will be
planning a retreat for our Trinity youth locally and I
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encourage you to do the same. Perhaps you can join
with one of our sister churches in your area.
Lord willing, we will gather together for SBFYC 2021
during the week of June 14-18 at Webster Conference
Center in Salina.
If you have any questions, please call me directly at 785456-3796.
Tony Mattia
TBC Pastor & SBAOC Corresponding Secretary
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MEN AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY
Kevin Berens
Colby, Kansas
Email: berens.kevin@gmail.com
Cell Phone: 785-332-7184

Nathaniel Penland
Lawrenceville, Georgia
Email: n8penland@gmail.com
Phone: 678-925-7024

Tim Lambert
Lindsborg, Kansas
Email: tlambert@smokyvalley.org
Phone: 785-614-3651

Bake Ottofy
St. Louis, Missouri
Email: bakeottofy@gmail.com
Phone: 636-467-7446
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Lawrence, Kansas
Email: richbud@hotmail.com
Phone: 785-766-7268

John Grove
Ocala, FL
Email: trsjwg@gmail.com
Phone: 352-286-5494

Administrative Council:
J.W. Glidewell
Moderator & Western Coordinator

Phone: (785) 772-1176
jwglidewell@gmail.com

Terry Coker
Vice Moderator
& Eastern Coordinator

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com

PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL
AWAKENING AND REVIVAL
•
•

Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays
Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays

The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of

Tony Mattia

Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God

Corresponding Secretary

above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and

Phone: (785) 456-3796
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com

revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an
association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen

Ken Jorgenson, At Large

and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and

kjorg@hotmail.com

sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of

Robin Jackson, At Large

God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making

jacksonrobin@gmail.com

and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified

Bill Ascol, At Large
bascol@sbcglobal.net

Lyn Hansen, At Large
pastorlyn@insidenp.com

missions efforts.
We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded
body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great
commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on
His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is honored in all that
we do. We welcome churches who adhere to the
confessions of faith accepted by Southern Baptists
throughout their history, including, but not limited to,
the Second London Confession (1689) and the Baptist

WWW.SBAOC.ORG

Faith and Message.

