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I like to be at peace with people. If I sense there is conflict in a
relationship, I’m stressed. But according to Jesus, his followers
are not meant to always be at peace with others. This is how
he put it.
Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I
tell you, but rather division. For from now on in one house
there will be five divided, three against two and two against
three. They will be divided, father against son and son
against father, mother against daughter and daughter
against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law. (Luke 12:51-53)
Jesus’ words might be shocking to you, especially when
(Continued on page 2)

“If there is no church... should you not commence one?” C. H. Spurgeon

PURPOSE STATEMENT:
We unite as an association of
Southern Baptist churches in order
to manifest the glory of God
above all. We purpose to do this
by seeking spiritual awakening and
revival by intense prayer and
earnest obedience to Scripture.
We covenant to strengthen and
support one another, motivated
and guided by the authority and
sufficiency of Scripture, by
facilitating faithful preaching of
the Word of God, proclaiming the
gospel of the risen Lord Jesus
Christ to all, making and gathering
disciples, planting churches and
coordinating unified missions
efforts.

(Continued from page 1)

COMMENTS ON OUR PURPOSE
STATEMENT
We unite as an association of
Southern Baptist churches in order to
manifest the glory of God above all.
We purpose to do this by seeking
spiritual awakening and revival by
intense prayer and earnest obedience
to Scripture. We covenant to
strengthen and support one another,
motivated and guided by the
authority and sufficiency of Scripture,
by facilitating faithful preaching of the
Word of God, proclaiming the gospel
of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all,
making and gathering disciples,
planting churches and coordinating
unified missions efforts.

“I firmly believe that the moment

thinking about the angels singing at his birth, “Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with
whom he is pleased!” (Luke 2:14). And isn’t he the one
who will “guide our feet into the way of peace” (1:79)? Yes,
through Jesus we are reconciled to God. So, in that way,
he came to bring peace.
Nevertheless, until Jesus returns, believers and
unbelievers will be in conflict. Jesus says that even at the
most intimate levels of relationships, among family
members, he brings division. When we clash with
unbelievers, we want to make sure it’s not because we
have done something foolish or said something unkind. A
statement like, “Only an idiot would think that way,” isn’t
the way to win over a lost aunt. However, if you skip your
nephew’s birthday party that is happening on a Sunday
evening and instead attend your church meeting, watch
out! Division is coming, just like Jesus said it would.

our hearts are emptied of pride
and selfishness and ambition and
self-seeking and everything that is
contrary to God’s law, the Holy

Ghost will come and fill every
corner of our hearts; but if we are
full of pride and conceit and
ambition and self-seeking and
pleasure and the world, there is no
room for the Spirit of God; and I
believe many a man is praying for
God to fill him when he is already

But what if you’ve not seen allegiance to Christ cause
division? It’s possible you aren’t being bold enough. When
a person becomes a new believer, he gets a new agenda
in life, new desires, new tastes in jokes and entertainment.
Believers even talk about subjects like modesty and
appropriate beach wear! These differences can put major
stress on relationships with unbelievers. The temptation
for the Christian is to just go along with the world for the
sake of peace and ease. But remember, Jesus said, “For
whoever is ashamed of me and my words, of him will the
Son of Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and
the glory of the Father and of the holy angels” (Luke 9:26).

full of something else.”
D.L. Moody
Moody also spoke movingly of the
work of the Spirit in the believer’s
life. “The work of the Spirit is to
impart life, to implant hope, to
give liberty, to testify of Christ, to
guide us into all truth, to teach us
all things, to comfort the believer,
and to convict the world of sin.”

Pastor and author Derek Thomas was converted to Christ
while a student at a secular college in Great Britain. He
had a math professor who was such an outspoken
Christian that he would even proclaim the gospel during
math class! In a sermon on Acts 9, Thomas shares that on
his first day back to class after he had been converted, the
professor suddenly said to him in front of the whole class,
“Thomas! You’ve been converted. Tell us about it.” He did
the best he could, and then afterwards, his professor said
to him, “I believe in nailing your colors to the mast from the
(Continued on page 3)
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Upcoming

beginning.”

Conferences &

Jesus assumes true believers will “nail their colors to the
mast,” and then division will inevitably come. Satan will
surely attempt to get us to think things like, “You can’t
divide with your child! How heartless!” or, “Come on, this is
your mother! Don’t you love her? Surely this division isn’t
worth it. And those grandkids need their grandparents! ”
Don’t believe his lies.

Events
True Church Conference—
February 20-23, 2020.
Speakers: Justin Peters, Tom
Nettles, Tom Ascol, David
Miller, Jono Sims, & Jeff
Noblit. “The Pretenders:

Unmasking the Tragedy of
Unregenerate Church
Membership.”
truechurchconference.com
Midwest Founders
Conference
25th Anniversary—“Union
with Christ”. February 25 &
26, 2020. First Baptist Church

of Fenton. Speakers: Dr. Greg
Gilbert, Dr. Curtis McClain, Dr.
Terry Chrisope, Dr. Bob Curtis.
Register online at: http://
sbfcmw.com
2020 Saved By Faith Youth
Camp—June 15-19. Webster
Conference Center, Salina,
Kansas. https://

www.sbfyckansas.com/

Check out the
“SBFYC Official”
YouTube channel to
watch the 2019
sessions.
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As we face division because of our allegiance to Christ, we
are not alone. In the scenario Jesus gives, there were at
least two believers in the one house. That may not always
be the case in a home, but this points to the important role
of a local body of believers in our lives. Because following
Christ is going to cost us relationships with people we
love, it is vital that we have relationships with brothers and
sisters in Christ who will help us to persevere when we ’re
cut off from a friend, a sibling, a parent, even a child.
But is this division really worth it? Here’s a portion of what
Jesus says about those who will remain faithful.

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute
you and utter all kind of evil against you falsely on my
account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great
in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you” (Matthew 5:11-12).
“For whoever would save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. ” (Luke
9:24)
“Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house
or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or
lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not
receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and
brothers and sisters and mothers and children and
lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal
life” (Mark 10:29-30).
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MEN AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY
Kevin Berens
Colby, Kansas
Email: berens.kevin@gmail.com
Cell Phone: 785-332-7184

Nathaniel Penland
Lawrenceville, Georgia
Email: n8penland@gmail.com
Phone: 678-925-7024

Tim Lambert
Lindsborg, Kansas
Email: tlambert@smokyvalley.org
Phone: 785-614-3651

Bake Ottofy
St. Louis, Missouri
Email: bakeottofy@gmail.com
Phone: 636-467-7446

Brad Richardson
Lawrence, Kansas
Email: richbud@hotmail.com
Phone: 785-766-7268

John Grove
Ocala, FL
Email: trsjwg@gmail.com
Phone: 352-286-5494

J.W. Glidewell
Moderator & Western Coordinator

Phone: (785) 772-1176
jwglidewell@gmail.com

Terry Coker
Vice Moderator
& Eastern Coordinator

PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL
AWAKENING AND REVIVAL
•
•

Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays
Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays

Terry.Coker@fbcfenton.com

Tony Mattia
Corresponding Secretary

Phone: (785) 456-3796
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com

Ken Jorgenson, At Large
kjorg@hotmail.com

The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of
Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God
above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and
revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an
association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen
and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and

Robin Jackson, At Large

sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of

jacksonrobin@gmail.com

God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making

Bill Ascol, At Large

and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified

bascol@sbcglobal.net

missions efforts.

Lyn Hansen, At Large

We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded

pastorlyn@insidenp.com

Anthony Harwell, At Large
anthonyharwell@gmail.com

body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great
commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on
His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is honored in all that
we do. We welcome churches who adhere to the
confessions of faith accepted by Southern Baptists
throughout their history, including, but not limited to,
the Second London Confession (1689) and the Baptist

WWW.SBAOC.ORG

Faith and Message.

