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Please pray for Pastor Paul Walker and for Nathan, a young man from
his church (Elm Ave Baptist), as they travel to Nuevo Laredo, Mexico.
Pastor Paul will be preaching at an anniversary conference at a
church there. They are in Mexico through December 9.

If you have any news, prayer requests, or events that you would like to have included in this
update, please email the information to spurgeonassociation@gmail.com or call us at
785-456-8513.

WHERE DO YOUR CONVICTIONS COME FROM?
Author: Daryl Wingerd

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Where do your convictions come
from? .................................... 2-3
Comments on Our Purpose
Statement ................................. 2
Conferences .............................. 3
Contact Us ................................ 4
Pulpit Supply ............................. 4
Prayer Meetings ........................ 4

PURPOSE STATEMENT:

All true Christians agree on the most important doctrinal beliefs —
the ones that actually classify us, through belief in them, as
Christians (for example, the identity of Jesus as the divine Son of
God, his literal death and bodily resurrection, salvation by grace
alone through faith in Christ alone, along with many other core
Christian doctrines). Despite this essential unity on the most
important matters, we sometimes arrive at differing positions on
what are often called “secondary” doctrines. The various
denominations within modern Christianity are separated on these
very things—sincerely held but differing convictions on what they
hold to be important (though perhaps “secondary”) biblical matters.

(Continued on page 2)

“If there is no church... should you not commence one?” C. H. Spurgeon

We unite as an association of
Southern Baptist churches in order
to manifest the glory of God
above all. We purpose to do this
by seeking spiritual awakening and
revival by intense prayer and
earnest obedience to Scripture.
We covenant to strengthen and
support one another, motivated
and guided by the authority and
sufficiency of Scripture, by
facilitating faithful preaching of
the Word of God, proclaiming the
gospel of the risen Lord Jesus
Christ to all, making and gathering
disciples, planting churches and
coordinating unified missions
efforts.

COMMENTS ON OUR PURPOSE
STATEMENT
We unite as an association of
Southern Baptist churches in order to
manifest the glory of God above all.
We purpose to do this by seeking
spiritual awakening and revival by
intense prayer and earnest obedience

(Continued from page 1)

Given the fact that Christians are instructed to be “eager to
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace” (Ephesians 4:3), there is much to commend those who,
though holding differing opinions on certain matters, stay
together when possible. Furthermore, any differences in
conviction that seem to unavoidably bring about separation
(even the peaceful kind) must be understood as less than ideal
in light of the high biblical standard of unity.

to Scripture. We covenant to
strengthen and support one another,
motivated and guided by the
authority and sufficiency of Scripture,
by facilitating faithful preaching of the
Word of God, proclaiming the gospel
of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all,
making and gathering disciples,
planting churches and coordinating
unified missions efforts.

“Words are but the body, the
garment, the outside of prayer;

signs are nearer the heart work. A
dumb beggar getteth an alms at
Christ’s gates, even by making
signs, when his tongue cannot
plead for him; and the rather,
because he is dumb… Tears have a
tongue, and grammar, and

The fact is, in our modern multi-denominational context, all
Christians have personal choices to make regarding which
group(s) are right on various “secondary” matters, and which
biblical matters are of sufficient importance to require
organizational separation where differences persist. My intent
in this short article is not to sway you in any particular direction
regarding any particular controversial matter. Instead, I simply
intend to instruct and exhort you how to, and how not to, go
about making your own decisions.
1. Don’t blindly assume that you were raised in the best
biblical tradition. I’m not encouraging needless questioning of
every teaching, or a rebellious spirit toward your parents or
church leaders. I’m simply encouraging you to study to
understand the Bible for yourself. Ask questions where you
seem to find that long-held traditions don’t square with what
you are learning from your own study of Scripture. Sincere
questions should never be viewed as threatening by spiritual
leaders who truly want to know for themselves what the Bible
really teaches, and are humble enough to rethink long -held
positions.

language, that our Father
knoweth. Babes have no prayer for
the breast, but weeping: the
mother can read hunger in
weeping.”
Samuel Rutherford

Check out the
SBAOC YouTube
channel to watch
the Reformation
Weekend Conference sessions.
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2. Don’t base your convictions solely on what the early church
fathers held. The list of those who are considered to be part of
this group includes men who lived as early as the end of the
1 st Century AD, extending to three or four hundred years later.
Because errant Bible teaching can slip in and become
entrenched within a decade or even less, these men were no
more or less in danger of going astray than Bible teachers who
study and write today. Furthermore, as in every generation,
they lived in the midst of historical, cultural, and political
factors that may have pulled them away from the best
understanding of Scripture at times. These men are certainly to
be respected, and their writings are worth reading, but their
(Continued on page 3)
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Upcoming Conferences
& Events
Southeast Founders
Conference—December 5-7.
Grace Baptist Church, Cape
Coral, FL. Speakers: Tom Ascol,
Jared Longshore, Tom Nettles,
Tom Hicks. Theme: Law &
Gospel.
True Church Conference—

February 20-23, 2020. Speakers:
Justin Peters, Tom Nettles, Tom
Ascol, David Miller, Jono Sims, &
Jeff Noblit. “The Pretenders:
Unmasking the Tragedy of
Unregenerate Church
Membership.”
truechurchconference.com
Midwest Founders Conference
25th Anniversary—“Union with

opinions should not be viewed as the end of the matter.
3. Don’t believe it just because your favorite Bible translation
words it this way. I would commend to you any of several
“essentially literal” modern translations of the Bible (e.g., ESV,
NASB, NKJV, NET, etc.). These are all faithful translations of the
original writings, but in certain places even these faithful
translations differ based on interpretive matters. Before
arriving at a strong conviction based on just one translation,
you would be wise to study several of these, and do your
research to discover what these differences are all about.

4. Don’t become a current popular teacher’s groupie. As
excellent as some modern-day teachers and writers are, and as
blessed as we are to have their teaching readily available in
various forms, you would not be wise to form your strongest
convictions “because John Piper holds this” or “because John
MacArthur believes this.” I have personally gained much from
reading and listening to both of these men, and I would
unhesitatingly commend both of them to you as solid Bible
teachers, but I still do not automatically esteem their doctrinal
positions as the final word on any matter. They, after all, do not
even agree with each other on every point, so at least one of
them has to be wrong in these instances.

Christ”. February 25 & 26, 2020.
First Baptist Church of Fenton.
Speakers: Dr. Greg Gilbert, Dr.
Curtis McClain, Dr. Terry
Chrisope, Dr. Bob Curtis. Register
online at: http://sbfcmw.com
2020 Saved By Faith Youth
Camp—June 15-19. Webster
Conference Center, Salina,
Kansas. https://
www.sbfyckansas.com/

Check out the
“SBFYC Official”
YouTube channel to
watch the 2019
sessions.
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5. Don’t be swayed in your convictions by our ever -shifting
cultural values. The Bible is a timeless book, with unchanging
importance and applicability to every generation. While
cultural norms change ceaselessly, God’s will for mankind, as
revealed in Scripture, never does. It is the obligation of
mankind to conform to God’s Word, rather than vice versa.
In case you haven’t noticed already, I’ve been preparing you for
this conclusion: Form your convictions on any biblical matter
on the basis of the written text of Scripture, and on that
alone. You may not be the most accomplished Bible student or
scholar or teacher, but you do have the ability to read and
understand the text of Scripture for yourself. Whatever your
Christian tradition, whatever your pastor teaches, whatever the
early church Fathers wrote, whatever your favorite Bible
translation, whatever you hear online or on the radio, believe it
and live it because you personally see it in God’s word.
Copyright © 2019 Daryl Wingerd. Permission granted for reproduction in
exact form. All other uses require written permission. Find more free articles
at www.BulletinInserts.org, a ministry of Christian Communicators
Worldwide: www.CCWtoday.org
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PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL
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•

Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays
Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays
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The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of
Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God
above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and
revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an
association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen
and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and

Robin Jackson, At Large

sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of

jacksonrobin@gmail.com

God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making

Bill Ascol, At Large

and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified

bascol@sbcglobal.net

missions efforts.

Lyn Hansen, At Large

We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded

pastorlyn@insidenp.com

Anthony Harwell, At Large
anthonyharwell@gmail.com

body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great
commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on
His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is honored in all that
we do. We welcome churches who adhere to the
confessions of faith accepted by Southern Baptists
throughout their history, including, but not limited to,
the Second London Confession (1689) and the Baptist

WWW.SBAOC.ORG

Faith and Message.

