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Some of the SBFYC sessions are available now on the “SBFYC Official”
YouTube channel. You can find a link in the announcements at
www.sbaoc.org.
While the Spurgeon Baptist Association wholeheartedly supports the
international, national, and state mission offerings of the SBC (Lottie Moon,
Annie Armstrong, & Viola Webb), we have a fourth annual offering. The
Isaac McCoy Associational Mission Offering is gathered each summer. 100%
of the proceeds are used to fund new works and strengthen churches within
the Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches. Promotional materials are
available to download at www.sbaoc.org under the Church Planting tab.

If you have any news, prayer requests, or events that you would like to have
included in this update, please call us at 785-456-8513 or email the information
to spurgeonassociation@gmail.com.
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A DOCTRINAL STUDY: GOD’S LOVE
By James P. Boyce
The following study is adapted from chapter 10 of Boyce's Abstract of Systematic
Theology. This book is based primarily on Boyce's classroom lectures on systematic
theology delivered at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary during the first
twenty-five years of its existence.
The Holiness of God

PURPOSE STATEMENT:

Holiness is, however, not a distinctive attribute, but rather the combination of all
these attributes. We may suppose a being in whom there may be love without
justice, or truth, or any one of these to the exclusion of the other two; but no being
can be holy, who does not combine in himself all of these, and all other moral
perfections. Nor, when we have such a combination, is there anything to be added
to constitute holy character. It is evident, therefore, that holiness is the sum of all
excellence and the combination of all the attributes which constitute perfection of
character.

We unite as an association of
Southern Baptist churches in order
to manifest the glory of God
above all. We purpose to do this
by seeking spiritual awakening and
revival by intense prayer and
earnest obedience to Scripture.
We covenant to strengthen and
support one another, motivated
and guided by the authority and
sufficiency of Scripture, by
facilitating faithful preaching of
the Word of God, proclaiming the
gospel of the risen Lord Jesus
Christ to all, making and gathering
disciples, planting churches and
coordinating unified missions
efforts.

In the study of these constituents, we first consider
The Goodness of God
In one aspect of this word, it is merely equivalent to holiness. If we look at it as
marking the excellence of God's nature, as we often use it with reference to man, we
mean by it simply holiness. Thus, when we say of any one, he is a good man, we
(Continued on page 2)

“If there is no church... should you not commence one?” C. H. Spurgeon
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COMMENTS ON OUR
PURPOSE
STATEMENT
We unite as an association of
Southern Baptist churches in order to
manifest the glory of God above all.
We purpose to do this by seeking
spiritual awakening and revival by
intense prayer and earnest obedience
to Scripture. We covenant to
strengthen and support one another,
motivated and guided by the authority
and sufficiency of Scripture, by
facilitating faithful preaching of the
Word of God, proclaiming the gospel
of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all,
making and gathering disciples,
planting churches and coordinating
unified missions efforts.

After closing the supper, his
public preaching work being
ended, and nothing remaining
to be done but to die, he gave
himself wholly to prayer.
—C.H. Spurgeon, 1890.145

Though infinitely better able to
do without prayer than we are,
yet he prayed much more than
we do.
—C.H. Spurgeon, 2281.533

His agony in Gethsemane was a
time of the mightiest prayer
that was ever heard in heaven,
yet it was followed very closely
by his death upon the cross.
You may abound in prayer, and
in thanksgiving, and in
patience, and yet, for all that,
all God’s waves and billows
may roll over you, and you may
be brought into the depths of
soul trouble.
—C. H. Spurgeon, 2722.172

mean to assert the combination of traits of character, such as have just been
pointed out as constituting holiness. This is the goodness which terminates in God
himself.
On the other hand, the goodness of God may be spoken of as kindness,
benevolence, or beneficence towards others, in which it is seen to terminate
outside of himself. Thus we speak of him, as being very good to us. Thus the
Psalmist says: "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life."
Ps. 23: 6.
It is on account of this ambiguity in this word, that it is best to consider it, in its first
aspect, as merely holiness, and, therefore, as disposed of in what we have said of
that, and to refer it in this second respect to one of the divisions into which the
love of God naturally falls.
We therefore take up next
The Love of God
Of this there are five kinds, which vary according to the object upon which love is
exercised. The attribute in God is the same; but it is in its exit, or in its termination,
that it assumes these different forms.
1. There is the love of complacency or approbation. This is exercised of tile love of
the beautiful, or the good, or the useful in us. It complacently or approvingly
regards, because there is in the object something worthy of such regard.
This is exercised by God, in its highest degree, in the love of himself, of his own
nature and character, because the infinitely excellent must be to God the highest
object of complacent love.
Were God but one person, in this way only could such love be exercised. But in the
Trinity of the Godhead, there is found, in the love of the separate persons towards
each other, another mode in which this love of complacency may in this highest
sense be exercised.
Such love is also felt by God for his purposes. As he perceives them to be just, wise
and gracious, he approves and regards them with complacent love.
But this love extends itself also to the creations, which result from this purpose.
This is true of inanimate creation. It is perfect, as far as conformed to his will, and
fitted to accomplish his end, and as such God can regard it and pronounce it good.
Thus we find that he did in the creation, Genesis, Chap. 1:10, 12.
The same record is made, in verse 25, as to the animal creation, before that of
man; and after the creation, and investiture of man with the dominion over the
earth, with its plants and animals, we are told, verse 31, "And God saw everything
that he had made, and, behold, it was very good."
The complacent love of God, therefore, extends not only to himself and his will, but
to all his innocent creation and even to inanimate nature.
This love of complacency, however, as it is exercised in its highest degree towards
himself, so also is it exhibited, in the nearest approach to that, towards those
beings who are most like himself, having been made in his nature and likeness. An
innocent angel, or an innocent man is therefore by nature a joy to God, as is the
child to the father who sees in it a peculiar likeness to himself.
But the guilty cannot thus be loved. Sinful man cannot receive such love so long as
sinful. Even the penitent believer in Jesus, until the time of his perfect
sanctification in the life to come, and doubtless even then, has access to God only
through Christ, and, of himself, can in no respect secure the approbation of God.
2. The second kind of love, is the love of benevolence, which corresponds to the
(Continued on page 3)
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Upcoming Conferences
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& Events

idea of God's goodness towards his creatures.

Encouraged to Endure

This is the product of his wishes for their happiness. It is not dependent on their
character, as is the love of complacency, but is exercised towards both innocent and
guilty.

Conference—July 25-27, 2019.
Second Baptist Church, West
Frankfort, IL. Speakers: Joseph
Mahlaola, Larry McCall, & John
Snyder. Worship Leader: Tom
Clay.
2019 KNCSB Annual Meeting—
October 14 & 15. Parkview
Baptist Church, 803 W. 18th St.,
Lexington, NE 68850. For more
information contact Peg Davis at
pdavis@kncsb.org.
Reformation Weekend

It is general in its nature, not special, and exists towards all, even towards devils, and
wicked men, because God's nature is benevolent, and, therefore, he must wish for
the happiness of his creatures
That that happiness is not attained, nor attainable, is due, not to him, but to their
own sin.
When the benevolence of God is exercised actively in the bestowment of good
things upon his creatures, it is called his beneficence. By the former he wishes them
happiness, by the latter, he confers blessings to make them so.
This is done to the wicked also, as well as to the righteous. It is to this that Christ
refers, Matt. 5:45, "He maketh his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sendeth
rain on the just and the unjust."
3. The third form of love is the love of compassion.
This corresponds to our idea of pity. It is benevolent disposition to those who are
suffering or in distress.
This also may be exercised towards the guilty or the innocent, if it be possible to
suppose that guilt and suffering are separable.
It has been very commonly held that they are inseparable. Pain, suffering and
distress have been believed to be the result of sin, and consequently inseparable
from guilt.

Trinity Baptist Church, Wamego,

But this is a mistaken notion. Man in a state of innocence was made capable of
physical suffering. That capacity was necessary to the protection of his physical
organism.

KS. The SBAOC annual business

The lower animals also suffer.

meeting will be held on

Whatever addition to the capacity of suffering has, therefore, been made by the fall,
and is the consequence of sin, we are not, on that account ,forced to the conclusion
that there can be no suffering where there has been no sin.

Conference—October 25-27.

Saturday, October 26.

Check out the
“SBFYC Official”
YouTube channel to
watch the 2019
sessions.

The capacity to suffer may so belong to a higher organism, that we would naturally
choose that organism, with that capacity, rather than a lower one without it. If so
God can justly so create us.
If misery, then, may be the lot of the innocent, God's love of compassion can be
exercised toward such.
It can be and is also exercised toward the guilty. We see this in the forbearance with
which he delays their punishment, in his constant offers of mercy, in his yearnings
after their salvation, and most signally, in the gift of his only begotten Son, "that
whosoever believeth on him should not perish but have eternal life." John 3:16. '
4. A fourth form of the love of God corresponds to what we call mercy.
This can be exercised only toward sinners.

Making visible the life, legacy and library of
Charles Haddon Spurgeon
www.spurgeon.org
5001 North Oak Trafficway
Kansas City, Missouri 64118
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Its very nature contemplates guilt in its objects.
It consists, not only in the desire not to inflict the punishment due to sin, and the
neglect and refusal to do so, but in the actual pardon of the offender.
It cannot be exercised towards a righteous being, because in him is no sin or guilt to
(Continued on page 4)
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be pardoned.
It is, however, no new attribute in God, which has arisen
because of the existence of sin, and which is, therefore, an
addition to his attributes.
It is a virtue inherent in his nature, and is especially only one
form in which his love exhibits itself, the same love as that
benevolence which innocent creatures call forth, and the same
love which in another form of complacency has been eternally
exercised in the Godhead.
When we say that this mercy must be exercised in accordance
with the truth and justice of God, we say no more than is true of
every attribute of God. No one can be exercised in such a way
as to destroy another. Every one must be in harmony with the
others. Or, remembering what we have before stated that these
attributes are not separate faculties, all that is meant in this
case, as in all others, is that God must act in harmony with his
nature.

which is necessary, not for maintaining government, but for
preserving and maintaining the right and preventing the
violation with impunity of eternal law.
In both cases God must act in harmony with his whole nature.
But in that of Israel no obstacle was presented by that nature to
the pardon of individual and national sins against the theocratic
king.
Hence mercy was extended, apparently at least, without
compensation to justice.
Yet amid it all, there was, in the sacrificial offerings with which
the people were required to approach God, seeking pardon for
both individual and national political sins, such a typical relation
to the atonement made by Christ as shows that in some way in
that atonement, may, after all, be found the reason why God,
even in those cases, could be just and yet justify the offenders.
5. The fifth form of love is that of affection.
This differs from that of complacency inasmuch as it does not
always demand a worthy object. This is exhibited in the parable
of the "Prodigal Son."

The objects of the exercise of this attribute are all those to
whom God pardons offenses of any kind.

It differs from that of benevolence, inasmuch as its object is not
viewed in general with all others, but is one of special interest.

They are not to be confined to redeemed sinners, although this
is the most signal exhibition.

It differs from that of compassion and that of mercy, because
the object may neither be in distress, nor sinful.

Under the ancient economy, God ruled as theocratic ruler over
Israel. Sins of the nation and sins of individuals in their capacity
of citizens of the nation, were pardoned.
Under that dispensation God occupied to that people the
position of an earthly ruler, and consequently could pardon sins
against his government at will, upon repentance, and upon
merely governmental principle-that is, such as would secure
obedience to the law, and peace and order, and the welfare of
the nation. These were offences against the mere person of the
king or the laws of his state, and not against the fundamental
principles of holiness and righteousness; hence sovereignty and
expediency could decide in each case what might be done, and
mercy was exercised and justice dispensed accordingly.
But this is very different from the case of God, the righteous
judge, the dispenser, not of arbitrary law, but of a law based
upon his own nature and that of man, essential obedience to

It arises from,
(1.) Mutual relationship; as of the Father to the Son, and of all
the persons in the Trinity toward each other; of God to Israel, of
Christ to his apostles, his disciples and his church, and of the
adopted sons to God the Father.
(2.) From dependence; as of creatures on the creator, and of
the redeemed upon the redeemer.
(3.) From ownership; as of God over man of God over Israel, and
of Christ over the redeemed. This is illustrated in the lost coin in
Luke 15:8, 9.
This kind of love originates in each of these ways in man, and, as
the Scriptures show, is also found in God.
It is from this aspect of God's love that proceeds grace, which is
to be distinguished from love, and pity, and mercy.
Love, as we have seen, is the general characteristic, exhibiting
itself in these five different forms.
Mercy is one of these, but is given to the guilty only.
Pity is given to guilty or innocent, who may be in distress, pain
or suffering.
Grace is also given to guilty, or innocent, and does not
necessarily suppose distress in the object, but involves an
affectionate interest in it, arising either from peculiar relation to
it, or ownership of it, or compassion for its dependence.
Grace is undeserved favour to innocent or guilty arising from
affection.
Mercy is undeserved compassion to the guilty only.
The Founders Journal, Fall 2000 Issue, www.founders.org
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Spurgeon
Baptist
Association
of Churches
PO Box 155
Wamego KS 66547
Phone: (785) 456-8513
Email:
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com

Contact Us:
Administrative Council:
J.W. Glidewell
Moderator
Phone: (785) 772-1176
jwglidewell@gmail.com

Tony Mattia
Corresponding Secretary
Trinity Baptist Church
Wamego, Kansas
Phone: (785) 456-3796
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com

Ken Jorgenson, At Large
kjorg@hotmail.com

Robin Jackson, At Large
jacksonrobin@gmail.com

Bill Ascol, At Large
bascol@sbcglobal.net

MEN AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY
Kevin Berens
Colby, Kansas
Email: berens.kevin@gmail.com
Cell Phone: 785-332-7184

Nathaniel Penland
Lawrenceville, Georgia
Email: n8penland@gmail.com
Phone: 678-925-7024

Tim Lambert
Lindsborg, Kansas
Email: tlambert@smokyvalley.org
Phone: 785-614-3651

Bake Ottofy
St. Louis, Missouri
Email: bakeottofy@gmail.com
Phone: 636-467-7446

Brad Richardson
Lawrence, Kansas
Email: richbud@hotmail.com
Phone: 785-766-7268

John Grove
Ocala, FL
Email: trsjwg@gmail.com
Phone: 352-286-5494

PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL
AWAKENING AND REVIVAL
•
•

Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays
Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays

The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of
Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God
above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and
revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an
association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen
and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and
sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of
God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making
and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified
missions efforts.

Paul Walker, At Large
pastorpaul@elmavenuebaptist.org

We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded
body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great

Lyn Hansen, At Large

commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on

pastorlyn@insidenp.com

His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is honored in all that
we do. We welcome churches who adhere to the
confessions of faith accepted by Southern Baptists
throughout their history, including, but not limited to,
the Second London Confession (1689) and the Baptist

WWW.SBAOC.ORG

Faith and Message.

