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In June, the Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches cosponsored SBFYC (Saved By Faith Youth Camp) at Webster
Conference Center in Salina, Kansas. Our association had the
joy of supplying 24 full and partial scholarships for youth.
130 students and sponsors attended the camp from 16
churches and by God’s grace we saw 5 teens come to faith in
Christ.
The Reformation Weekend conference will be hosted by
Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas, on October 2628. The annual SBAOC business meeting will be on Saturday
morning (October 27) at 8:00 am. A tentative schedule for
the weekend is on page 3.
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If you have any news, prayer requests, or events that you would
like to have included in this update, please email the
information to spurgeonassociation@gmail.com or call us at
785-456-8513.

HE RESTORES MY SOUL
by Benjamin Shaw

PURPOSE STATEMENT:

There can be a problem for Christians with familiar and
comfortable passages in the Bible. We have heard them many
times. We have read them many times. We have perhaps heard
them preached many times. The result is that we no longer think
about them when we read them, hear them read to us, hear them
preached. We think we know what they mean. It is sometimes
good, then, to stop when we read them, to go through them
phrase by phrase, word by word, asking ourselves what they
mean. It is good to think on them, to mull over them, to meditate
on them, that we may hear them anew and hear afresh the Word
of God speaking to us.
(Continued on page 2)

“If there is no church... should you not commence one?” C. H. Spurgeon

We unite as an association of
Southern Baptist churches in
order to manifest the glory of
God above all. We purpose to
do this by seeking spiritual
awakening and revival by
intense prayer and earnest
obedience to Scripture. We
covenant to strengthen and
support one another, motivated
and guided by the authority and
sufficiency of Scripture, by
facilitating faithful preaching of
the Word of God, proclaiming
the gospel of the risen Lord
Jesus Christ to all, making and
gathering disciples, planting
churches and coordinating
unified missions efforts.

(Continued from page 1)

COMMENTS ON OUR
PURPOSE
STATEMENT
We unite as an association of
Southern Baptist churches in
order to manifest the glory of
God above all. We purpose to
do this by seeking spiritual
awakening and revival by
intense prayer and earnest
obedience to Scripture. We
covenant to strengthen and
support one another, motivated
and guided by the authority and
sufficiency of Scripture, by
facilitating faithful preaching of
the Word of God, proclaiming
the gospel of the risen Lord
Jesus Christ to all, making and
gathering disciples, planting
churches and coordinating
unified missions efforts.

“What I have always
deemed the best kind of
preaching is neither highly
doctrinal nor dryly
practical; but distinguished
by what I should call
experimentality, or a
constant blending of the
doctrines and practice of the
Gospel strongly with the
affections and feelings.
Many of our Northern
divines have been sadly
deficient here. Their
sermons have had theology
enough in them, and were
well methodized; but there
was little in them to rend
and melt.”
William S. Plumer

“He restores my soul.” Four simple words in English. Two simple words
in Hebrew. But what do they mean? What do they say to us? What
should they say to us? We have before us the image of the Shepherd with
His flock. The images in verse 2 are clear. We can see the lush pastures
beside the quiet stream where the flock lies under the watchful eye of
their Shepherd. But “he restores my soul”? What image does that call to
mind? How do we see the Shepherd restoring the souls of His flock? It is
easy to think that perhaps David has shifted his gaze here from the
sheep to the person. But the following phrases also refer to the flock and
the Shepherd’s leading, leaving us to ponder the connection of this
clause with those that precede and with those that follow.
He restores. It is at this point that we receive help from other shepherd
passages. Perhaps the best shepherd passage in the Old Testament is
Ezekiel 34. This passage may well have been in the mind of Jesus when
He began His discourse on the good shepherd in John 10. In Ezekiel 34,
we hear the Lord condemning the shepherds of Israel. Part of their guilt
is that they have not brought back the sheep that have strayed (v. 4).
When the Lord later in the passage states that He Himself will be their
shepherd, He says, in part, that He will bring back the sheep that have
strayed (v. 16). There’s our connection. We tend to see the sheep lying
peacefully in the meadow and we forget that sheep are contrary animals.
They get up. They walk around. They stray. It is the task of the shepherd
to bring them back. In the psalm, then, we see the Shepherd, active,
going after those sheep that have strayed, bringing them back to the
flock. And we are comforted, knowing that our Good Shepherd will not
allow us to stray too far. He will search us out and bring us back to the
flock.
My soul. My life. My nephesh. The Good Shepherd not only brings back
the straying sheep, but He gives life to the dead. We were dead in our
trespasses and sins, and our Good Shepherd gives us new life. The sheep
that are weak or sick or injured—those sheep the Shepherd strengthens
and heals and binds up (Ezek. 34:16). He restores them to full life so
that they are once again able to stand and walk and feed, to hold their
own as part of the flock. Our old life left us not only dead in our sins but
weak, sick, and damaged by our sins. It is the Good Shepherd, then, who
in restoring our souls binds up our wounds, heals our sicknesses, and
gives us strength in place of weakness.
Our nephesh is not just our life, but the seat of our appetites. In
restoring our souls, He makes us hunger and thirst for righteousness. He
feeds that hunger. He quenches that thirst. Our nephesh is also the seat
of our emotions. In restoring our souls, He gives us joy in the morning
after the night of weeping. He turns our mourning into dancing. He
(Continued on page 3)
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Upcoming
Conferences &
Events
KNCSB Annual Meeting—
October 8-9 at First Southern
Baptist Church in Pratt, KS.
Messengers must preregister
by Sept. 7. Website:
kncsb.org/annual-meeting/
2018 Springfield Bible
Conference—October 19-21.
Faith Bible Church,
Springfield, IL. Theme: Thy
Word is Truth (John 17:17).
Speakers: Ian Hamilton, Iaian
Wright, Curt Daniel. There is
no charge for this conference.
For more information visit the
website: http://
www.faithbibleonline.net/
event-items/2018-springfieldbible-conference/.
Reformation Weekend—
October 26-28. Trinity Baptist
Church, Wamego, Kansas.
The SBAOC annual meeting
will be held on Saturday,
October 27, in conjunction
with this conference.
Speakers for this conference
will be announced soon. For
more information email
Tony Mattia at
spurgeonassociation@gmail.c
om.

removes our sackcloth of lamentation and distress, giving us the new
clothing of gladness. The nephesh also occasionally refers to our mental
acts, our thinking and our knowing. In restoring our souls, the Good
Shepherd restores our thinking and our knowing. We begin to
understand things in a new way. The Word that was once no more than
words on a page begins to have meaning. We begin to hear and
understand and know the voice of our Shepherd. We hear His call, and
we respond, following His leading, even if it takes us through the valley
of the shadow of death.
Our restoration is also not simply individual, though the psalm is often
read as a promise to the individual. The Shepherd is never the shepherd
of just one sheep. He is the Shepherd of the flock. In restoring the lives
of the flock, He restores also the life of the flock. He makes it a flock of
healthy and strong sheep, able to band together for the good of the flock.
Except for the new life, none of this restoration is instantaneous. The
healing of the sick and the wounded takes time. The strengthening of
the weak takes time. The renewing of the appetites and of the mind
takes time. The Good Shepherd uses the flock in the restoring of the
individual. As the individual grows stronger, he in turn is used by the
Shepherd in the restoring of other souls. May we be pleased to have our
Good Shepherd restore our souls so that we may be used by Him in the
restoring of the souls of others.
Dr. Benjamin Shaw is academic dean and professor of Hebrew and Old
Testament at Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary.
https://tabletalkmagazine.com/article/2018/08/he-restores-my-soul/

Reformation Weekend
October 26-28, 2018
Trinity Baptist Church, 16655 W Hwy 24, Wamego, KS
Tentative Meeting times:
Friday

7:00 pm—session 1

Saturday

8:00 am—SBAOC Annual Meeting
10:30 am—session 2
12:00 pm—Lunch (provided)
1:30 pm—session 3

Making visible the life, legacy and library of
Charles Haddon Spurgeon

3:00 pm—break
7:00 pm—session 4

www.spurgeon.org
5001 North Oak Trafficway
Kansas City, Missouri 64118
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Sunday

10:30 am—session 5

Spurgeon
Baptist
Association
of Churches
PO Box 155
Wamego KS 66547
Phone: (785) 456-8513
Email:
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com

Contact Us:

MEN AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY
Kevin Berens
Colby, Kansas
Email: berens.kevin@gmail.com
Cell Phone: 785-332-7184

Nathaniel Penland
Lawrenceville, Georgia
Email: n8penland@gmail.com
Phone: 678-925-7024

Tim Lambert
Lindsborg, Kansas
Email: tlambert@smokyvalley.org
Phone: 785-614-3651

Bake Ottofy
St. Louis, Missouri
Email: bakeottofy@gmail.com
Phone: 636-467-7446

Brad Richardson
Lawrence, Kansas
Email: richbud@hotmail.com
Phone: 785-766-7268

John Grove
Ocala, FL
Email: trsjwg@gmail.com
Phone: 352-286-5494

Administrative Council:
J.W. Glidewell,
Moderator
Phone: (785) 772-1176

PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL
AWAKENING AND REVIVAL

jwglidewell@gmail.com

Tony Mattia
Corresponding Secretary
Trinity Baptist Church
Wamego, Kansas
Phone: (785) 456-3796
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com

Ken Jorgenson, At Large
kjorg@hotmail.com

Robin Jackson, At Large

•
•

Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays
Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays

The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of
Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God
above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and
revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an
association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen
and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and
sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of

jacksonrobin@gmail.com

God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making

Bill Ascol, At Large

missions efforts.

bascol@sbcglobal.net

Paul Walker, At Large
pastorpaul@elmavenuebaptist.org

and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified

We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded
body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great
commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on
His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is honored in all that
we do. We welcome churches who adhere to the
confessions of faith accepted by Southern Baptists
throughout their history, including, but not limited to,
the Second London Confession (1689) and the Baptist

WWW.SBAOC.ORG

Faith and Message.

