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In June, the Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches cosponsored SBFYC (Saved By Faith Youth Camp) at Webster
Conference Center in Salina, Kansas. Our association had the
joy of supplying 24 full and partial scholarships for youth.
130 students and sponsors attended the camp from 16
churches and by God’s grace we saw 5 teens come to faith in
Christ.
The Reformation Weekend conference will be hosted by
Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas, on October 2628. The annual SBAOC business meeting will be on Saturday
morning (October 27) at 8:00 am. A tentative schedule for
the weekend is on page 3.
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If you have any news, prayer requests, or events that you would
like to have included in this update, please email the
information to spurgeonassociation@gmail.com or call us at
785-456-8513.

HE MAKES ME LIE DOWN IN GREEN PASTURES;
HE LEADS ME BESIDE STILL WATERS.
By Michael G. McKelvey
Psalm 23 provides us with a wonderful example of God’s care and
protection in imagery that engages the imagination. But for the
contemporary mind, the background of this imagery may be
unknown to many. The shepherd imagery is actually a metaphor
for kingship in the ancient Near East. So for David to say,
“Yahweh is my shepherd,” implies more than a lovely pastoral
metaphor; he is saying, “Yahweh is my [shepherd-]king.” Thus,
David sings in this psalm of the divine King who guides and
sustains him, and this is initially seen in verse 2. Using the
pastoral metaphor, David notes what God does for him: “He
(Continued on page 2)

“If there is no church... should you not commence one?” C. H. Spurgeon

PURPOSE STATEMENT:
We unite as an association of
Southern Baptist churches in
order to manifest the glory of
God above all. We purpose to
do this by seeking spiritual
awakening and revival by
intense prayer and earnest
obedience to Scripture. We
covenant to strengthen and
support one another, motivated
and guided by the authority and
sufficiency of Scripture, by
facilitating faithful preaching of
the Word of God, proclaiming
the gospel of the risen Lord
Jesus Christ to all, making and
gathering disciples, planting
churches and coordinating
unified missions efforts.

(Continued from page 1)

COMMENTS ON OUR
PURPOSE
STATEMENT
We unite as an association of
Southern Baptist churches in
order to manifest the glory of
God above all. We purpose to
do this by seeking spiritual
awakening and revival by
intense prayer and earnest
obedience to Scripture. We
covenant to strengthen and
support one another, motivated
and guided by the authority and
sufficiency of Scripture, by
facilitating faithful preaching of
the Word of God, proclaiming
the gospel of the risen Lord
Jesus Christ to all, making and
gathering disciples, planting
churches and coordinating
unified missions efforts.

“I have felt shame, sorrow,
and contempt, all blended,
at some things I have heard
from the pulpit. They are
nice enough little things, but
nothing from the Word of
God, nothing to convict a
sinner, nothing to lead a
sinner to Christ, nothing to
lead a babe in Christ to
maturity in Christian
knowledge, nothing to
develop high, holy, and
enduring Christian
character. Preaching is a
solemn work.”
B. H. Carroll

makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters.”
As we look closely at the language of this verse, it becomes clear that
God’s care for His people is extensive and all-encompassing.
In the Hebrew, the text literally reads, “In pastures of grass, he makes
me to lie down; upon waters of rest, he guides me.” In the semi-arid
landscape of ancient Palestine, grazing land was not abundant.
Shepherds would have to guide their flocks to the places with enough
grass for their sheep. The shepherd needed to know where to go, the best
route to take, and the pace at which to drive the flock. There would likely
be dry and difficult terrain to cross, as well as untold dangers from wild
beasts and thieves along the way.
This reality underscores the greatness of God seen in this verse. The
phrase “pastures of grass” highlights the abundant provision of God. The
word translated “pastures” signifies places of grazing, and it suggests
something like green meadows. The addition of “grass” (translated as
“green” in the ESV) further underlines the abundance of the provision.
The word often refers to the lavish, bountiful grass of springtime after
the rainy season has watered the earth (Deut. 32:2; 2 Sam. 23:4).
Therefore, the phrase conveys the image of fresh, plenteous grazing
land. After a long and weary journey, there could be no greater
destination imaginable. The text also reveals the centrality of God’s
actions. The language is in the causative: “he makes me lie down.” The
Shepherd-King is sovereignly guiding David to this abundance and
giving him a place to dwell. This dwelling place idea ties into the
pervasive “refuge” theme in the Psalter, which is also present in the rest
of the psalm (23:5–6). Thus, God provides a safe place for David to
receive the provision he desperately needs.
But David’s description of the Lord’s provision is not done. The parallel
statement in this verse yields another image of God’s care for His
people. David literally says, “Upon waters of rest, he guides me.” The
provision of water is essential for life, especially for a flock in a dry and
challenging land. A place of quiet waters (i.e., not rushing waters) would
be a setting for the shepherd to water and wash the sheep, but it was also
a place where he could clean and mend the wounds that the sheep
sustained during the tumultuous journey. Notably, the language of God’s
guiding David in this verse is found elsewhere in the Old Testament (Ex.
15:13; Ps. 1:3; Isa. 40:11; 49:10), and in this verse it underscores the
Lord’s protective escorting of His servant to “waters of rest.” This phrase
is often translated as “still” or “quiet” waters, highlighting the calmness
of the waters. While this is a perfectly fine way to interpret this verse, it
is important to note that the word translated “rest” is actually a noun in
Hebrew and is the last word in the phrase “waters of rest.” This implies
(Continued on page 3)
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Upcoming
Conferences &
Events
KNCSB Annual Meeting—
October 8-9 at First Southern
Baptist Church in Pratt, KS.
Messengers must preregister
by Sept. 7. Website:
kncsb.org/annual-meeting/
2018 Springfield Bible
Conference—October 19-21.
Faith Bible Church,
Springfield, IL. Theme: Thy
Word is Truth (John 17:17).
Speakers: Ian Hamilton, Iaian
Wright, Curt Daniel. There is
no charge for this conference.
For more information visit the
website: http://
www.faithbibleonline.net/
event-items/2018-springfieldbible-conference/.
Reformation Weekend—
October 26-28. Trinity Baptist
Church, Wamego, Kansas.
The SBAOC annual meeting
will be held on Saturday,
October 27, in conjunction
with this conference.
Speakers for this conference
will be announced soon. For
more information email
Tony Mattia at
spurgeonassociation@gmail.c
om.

that “rest” is actually the setting for the waters and the place in which
they are found. In the Old Testament, this word for “rest” often refers to
Canaan as a place of rest for Israel (Deut. 12:9; 1 Kings 8:56; Isa. 11:10)
and to God’s dwelling place (Pss. 95:11; 132:8, 14; Isa. 66:1). This
suggests that Yahweh Himself is the place of “rest” in view of Psalm
23:2, and the end of the psalm (v. 6) corroborates this idea. So, the
ultimate place of rest for God’s people is God Himself.
This verse in Psalm 23 presents God’s people with the wonder of
abundant provision (both materially and spiritually) that we have in His
Son, the Good Shepherd. When we pray, “Give us this day our daily
bread” (Matt. 6:11), it is grounded in the reality that Jesus, our sovereign
King, guides us through this life, providing us with everything we need
for each day and for eternal life itself. Everything we have needed up to
the present moment has come from His hand (vv. 31–34), and He will
continue to provide for us until the day comes when He brings us into
the eternal provision of His rest. Christ as the Good Shepherd cares for
us along the way, sustaining us each step, in each season. And when we
“pass through the waters” of death, Christ will be with us (Isa. 43:2), and
He will guide us into the abundant pastures, into “Immanuel’s Land.”
Dr. Michael G. McKelvey is associate professor of Old Testament at
Reformed Theological Seminary in Jackson, Miss., and an ordained
minister in the Presbyterian Church in America. He is author of Moses,
David and the High Kingship of Yahweh.
https://tabletalkmagazine.com/article/2018/08/he-makes-me-liedown-in-green-pastures-he-leads-me-beside-still-waters/

Reformation Weekend
October 26-28, 2018
Trinity Baptist Church, 16655 W Hwy 24, Wamego, KS
Tentative Meeting times:
Friday

7:00 pm—session 1

Saturday

8:00 am—SBAOC Annual Meeting
10:30 am—session 2
12:00 pm—Lunch (provided)
1:30 pm—session 3

Making visible the life, legacy and library of
Charles Haddon Spurgeon

3:00 pm—break
7:00 pm—session 4

www.spurgeon.org
5001 North Oak Trafficway
Kansas City, Missouri 64118
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Sunday

10:30 am—session 5

Spurgeon
Baptist
Association
of Churches
PO Box 155
Wamego KS 66547
Phone: (785) 456-8513
Email:
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com

Contact Us:

MEN AVAILABLE FOR PULPIT SUPPLY
Kevin Berens
Colby, Kansas
Email: berens.kevin@gmail.com
Cell Phone: 785-332-7184

Nathaniel Penland
Lawrenceville, Georgia
Email: n8penland@gmail.com
Phone: 678-925-7024

Tim Lambert
Lindsborg, Kansas
Email: tlambert@smokyvalley.org
Phone: 785-614-3651

Bake Ottofy
St. Louis, Missouri
Email: bakeottofy@gmail.com
Phone: 636-467-7446

Brad Richardson
Lawrence, Kansas
Email: richbud@hotmail.com
Phone: 785-766-7268

John Grove
Ocala, FL
Email: trsjwg@gmail.com
Phone: 352-286-5494

Administrative Council:
J.W. Glidewell,
Moderator
Phone: (785) 772-1176

PRAYER MEETINGS FOR SPIRITUAL
AWAKENING AND REVIVAL

jwglidewell@gmail.com

Tony Mattia
Corresponding Secretary
Trinity Baptist Church
Wamego, Kansas
Phone: (785) 456-3796
spurgeonassociation@gmail.com

Ken Jorgenson, At Large
kjorg@hotmail.com

Robin Jackson, At Large

•
•

Fellowship Baptist Church in Onaga, Kansas—5:00 pm on Sundays
Trinity Baptist Church in Wamego, Kansas—8:00 pm on Saturdays

The Spurgeon Baptist Association of Churches is an association of
Southern Baptist Churches that are united to manifest the glory of God
above all. We set out to do this by seeking spiritual awakening and
revival by intense prayer and earnest obedience to Scripture. As an
association of churches we are bound in mutual covenant to strengthen
and support one another - motivated and guided by the authority and
sufficiency of Scripture - by facilitating faithful preaching of the Word of

jacksonrobin@gmail.com

God, proclaiming the gospel of the risen Lord Jesus Christ to all, making

Bill Ascol, At Large

missions efforts.

bascol@sbcglobal.net

Paul Walker, At Large
pastorpaul@elmavenuebaptist.org

and gathering disciples, planting churches and coordinating unified

We are a non-geographic association seeking to include any like-minded
body of believers so that together we might better fulfill the great
commission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Our intent is to lean on
His instruction and not our imaginations so that He is honored in all that
we do. We welcome churches who adhere to the
confessions of faith accepted by Southern Baptists
throughout their history, including, but not limited to,
the Second London Confession (1689) and the Baptist

WWW.SBAOC.ORG

Faith and Message.

