RRVBA/BSM Donations
May 21 - June 23
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RISE & BUILD FUND:
$82,463.40

Alice Ann White
RRVBA WMU Director
903.632.5681

The child of God acknowledges God doesn’t need them but He chooses to use
them. The child of God also knows God blesses them when they obey Him. The Bible
tells us our existence is so that we can be about missions. By surrendering, sacrificing,
and serving we will be able to have many opportunities to share God’s salvation. “Then
he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: ‘Whoever wants to be my
disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me’” (Mark 8:34 NIV).
As an Association project shoes and 10 socks were collected to be given to
Buckner’s in Dallas. Thanks for your participation. Our next mission project is to collect
dried beans and rice.
Those who attended Adult Vacation Bible School last year in August at
Springlake Baptist Church in Paris will remember Bill and Bettye Roberts, Mission
Service Corp volunteers Ministering to Native Americans. We want to collect dried
beans and rice for the Roberts to use to help those they serve. This is an opportunity to
help with hunger and to know who is receiving our gifts. If your church does not
promote this, see if you can get it going. Call the Association office for more details.
Just a reminder to those who attend the Association WMU Leadership Team,
we will be meeting on July 11, 2015, in the Association office at 10:00 AM. I encourage
anyone who would like to be a part of this planning team to come. All local church
women’s leaders are invited. The more we have to come and help plan, the better the
outreach of WMU will be in the Association and the local churches. We can accomplish
so much more working together!

JOY ON THE JOURNEY WITH "SEASONED" SAINTS
by Gloria Parker
Summer is already 1/3 over. We've Graduated another year of fine young people; attended some lovely weddings and anniversaries; hugged some precious newborns;
shed tears over devastating floods and deaths of family and friends of all ages. Enjoyed
vacations, Revivals, Singings, Pot Lucks and Games, Fun Day Trips, Children's VBS and
Camps ~ Whew, what a month! Catch your breath, hold onto your hat, fasten your seat
belt, and tighten your skates, 'cuz there's more good stuff just over the next Red River
hill or valley!
July 4th Celebrations are always such a welcome sign that so many people still
are blessed to honor those who have served our USA in the military around the world as
well as at home. THANK YOU, LORD for reminding us as we salute the flag, sing our
beautiful songs, and share memories of those who aren't here with us anymore, of just
how much YOU have BLESSED AMERICA!
"Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee" ~ The RRVOF Hymn Singers are
enjoying good rehearsals on the 2nd Thursdays at Springlake BC, making plans to sing
wherever we're invited. We are thrilled to have others besides Baptists who love to sing
God's Hymns, so come join us July 9 at 9:30 am. There's always room for more.
The 11th year of Senior Adult VBS is fast approaching. All Adults are surely
welcome, but this is always a SPECIAL event every Monday in August at 9:30 to 12:30
honoring our beloved "Seasoned" Senior Adults. "Journey Off the Map - Unknown to
Us, Known to Him" ~ Isaiah 30:21. Aug. 3 @ FBC Cooper ~ Know Your Guide; Aug. 10 @
FBC Bogata ~ Follow Your Guide; Aug. 17 @ Chicota BC ~ Trust Your Guide; Aug. 24 @
East Paris BC ~ Stay on Track; and Aug. 31 @ FBC Paris ~ Keep Watching.
Also keep watching for details about a Senior Adult Revival that Bro. Mike
Fortenberry is working on. We don't want to miss anything God has for us!
It's healthy to laugh out loud daily, so chuckle with me this week: Why isn't
#11 called onety one? If 4 out of 5 people suffer from something, does 1 enjoy it? If a person who plays the piano is a pianist, why is a race car driver not a racist? If FED EX and
UPS merge, would it be FED UP? Do Lipton tea employees take coffee breaks? What
hair color do they put on driver's licenses of bald men? If some mothers feed babies with
tiny spoons, do Chinese mothers use toothpicks? Whatever happened to Preparations A
thru G? ENJOY!
KEEP LOOKING UP, "SEASONED" SAINTS; JESUS IS COMING BACK!

NEWS FROM THE BSM. . .
Dear Family,
This past year has been a year of trials and a year of blessings for my family and I. If you have been reading previous articles you know my wife's health has not been good since last July. As she spent the entire months of July and August 2014
on the couch, because she didn't have the energy to do anything else, we struggled, emotionally and financially. God however, used our circumstances to grow us spiritually in a way that we never have been stretched before. Without Crystal’s
income we didn't know how we would pay our bills and still be able to buy food and gas. All we knew to do was, “Trust in
the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will
make straight your paths. (Proverbs 3:5-6 ESV)” so that's what we did. God has shown us miracle after miracle. He has
built our faith in Him beyond what we could have ever had without this trial. Our struggle has brought the scriptures
more to life than they have ever been for any of us and he continues to grow and stretch us through this time.
As I have said in previous newsletters, Crystal is doing much better now. She is still unable to do the physically demanding work of Physical Therapy because just maintaining the house is a physical drain. However, God has given her an
avenue to help others through their physical health struggles as she is able to give information and direction to those without it who are struggling physically. God has also faithfully provided our financial needs which includes the finances for
the crazy diet change we, as a family, have been on since last summer. For me, the most amazing thing that has come out of
all of this is the faith building for my three oldest children. We have been very open with our kids about our situation. We
have asked them to pray with us and as a result, they have been blessed to rejoice with us as God has provided above and
beyond in many situations. To see their young faith growing as they watch what God has done for our family just melts my
heart.
Why do I tell you all this? Scripture says, “No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I
was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you. Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause
this people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them. Only be strong and very courageous, being careful
to do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left,
that you may have good success wherever you go. This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make
your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not
be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:5-9 ESV) This was a
command to Joshua upon taking leadership of the Israelites. My point is, I very much believe this still applies to us today.
Be encouraged, be strong and courageous whatever your circumstances. Hold true to God’s commands and allow Him to
work in your life and be able to bless you exceedingly and abundantly above all you could ask or think.
Living God, Loving Life,
Scott Powell, BSM Director, 903-246-1364 (cell)

WMU MISSIONS PROJECT:
JULY, AUGUST & SEPTEMBER
Our missions project this quarter is to
collect dried beans and rice for use by
Mission Service Corps volunteers Bill
and Bettye Roberts as they minister to
Native Americans. All donations will
be due to the Association office by
September 30.

MISSIONS TRIP TO SOUTH DAKOTA
We are in the process of planning an Associational
Missions Trip to South Dakota in early August.
Work would include canvassing for VBS and some
hands on labor at a small church, including painting
and some remodeling.
If you or your church would like to
be a part of this, please contact the
Association office as soon as possible.

27th Annual Bible Conference @ Red River Valley Bible Camp
June 29—July 2, 2015
Speakers: Steve Brumbelow, Malcom Ellis, Larry Jordan, and Jerry Spencer
Music by the Erwin Family and the Mackey Willis Family
For more information, call Bro. Mike at 903-782-6759
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, July 21 @ Bagwell BC
Meal: 6:00 pm
Meeting: 6:45 pm

Make plans to attend! You’ll enjoy the food
and fellowship, plus you will get information
on Associational & church events!

Bounds Baptist Church will hold Revival
Services beginning Sunday, July 26 through
Thursday, July 30. Call Bro. Jay Morris at
903-609-9110 for more information.

SECRETARIES & SUPPORT STAFF LUNCH
Thursday, July 2 11:30 am, RRVBA Office
Bring your lunch; tea/coffee are provided.

RRVBA SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER
TRAINING OPPORTUNITY!
Brent Bolton, RRVBA Sunday School Leader,
will provide training for all interested teachers
through the video series The Teacher I Want to Be
by Dr. Danny Akin, President of Southeastern
Seminary.
The training will be presented in two sessions:
“How to Study the Bible” and “How to Teach the
Bible.”
Dates are Thursday, Sept. 17 (6:00-9:00 pm) for
Session 1 and Thursday, Sept. 24 (same time) for
Session 2, OR both sessions can be done on Saturday, Sept 19 from 9:00 am—3:00 pm, including a
lunch break between sessions. Location TBA.

Red River Valley Baptist Association
Regular Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday, 8 am to 2 pm
E-Mail Address:
redrivervalleybaptist@gmail.com
Web Address:
www.redriverbaptist.com
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Birthdays and Anniversaries
1st
3rd
7th
9th
20th
21st
22nd
22nd
23rd
23rd
27th

July Birthdays
Katie Byrd, spouse
Steve Gunter, youth
DeAnne Turner, spouse
Robert Weems, spouse
Travis Jackson, media/pr
Krista Clark, spouse
David Harbison, spouse
Cindy McLeod, spouse
Nathan Law, youth
Mary Jones, spouse
Fred Blassingame, spouse

1st
2nd
7th
18th
20th
27th

July Wedding Anniversaries
Bill & Debbie Janeway
Rocky & Kay Burrow, 39 yrs
Bobby & Nelda Harrell, 54 yrs
Ken & Jenene Cannon, 35 yrs
Jim & Becky Semple, 42 yrs
Michael & Karen Julian, 53 yrs

1st
4th
5th
14th
16th
19th

July Church Anniversaries
Norma Kelley, treasurer/clerk, 5 yrs
Glory
Michael King, pastor, 5 yrs
Providence
Dodge Surine, youth, 2 yrs
Leesville
Fred Fangio, music, 2 yrs
Springlake
Jon McFadden, media, 1 yr
East Paris
Mark Gossett, pastor, 17 yrs
FBC Clarksville

FBC Paris
Immanuel
FBC Paris
FBC Blossom
FBC Paris
East Paris
East Paris
Chisum Trails
FBC Paris
Powderly
Maxey
Leesville
Chicota
Bethel
FBC Paris
Howland
East Paris

WMU Leadership Team Meeting
Saturday, July 11 at 10:00 am
RRVBA office

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLS IN JULY
Mt. Olive: July 26th-30th
FBC Blossom: 27th-31st
New Hope: 26th-29th
Call the church for more information.

RRVBA Mission
Statement:
Help each other become
healthy “Great
Commission” churches.
RRVBA Vision
Statement:
We are a family of
churches who are
committed to sharing
ourselves, resources,
and expertise with one
another for the purpose
of fulfilling the “Great
Commission.”
Director of
Missions
Mike Fortenberry
mikefortenberry@
hotmail.com
Baptist Student
Ministry Director
Scott Powell
pjcbsm@gmail.com
Admin. Assistant
Nancy Redus
redrivervalleybaptist
@gmail.com

Red River Valley
Baptist Association
2320 Clarksville St.
Paris, TX 75460
903-785-2890

JULY CALENDAR
July 2: Secretaries/Support Staff lunch, 11:30 am, RRVBA
July 4: INDEPENDENCE DAY
July 6-10: Go Tell Youth Camp, SFA Univ., Nacogdoches
July 11: WMU Leadership Team meeting, 10:00 am, RRVBA
July 14: Finance Committee meeting, 5:30 pm, RRVBA
July 21: Executive Board meeting, Bagwell: Meal~6:00 pm, Meeting~6:45 pm
July 26-30: Revival at Bounds Baptist Church
July 26-29: VBS at New Hope
July 26-30: VBS at Mt. Olive
July 27-31: VBS at FBC Blossom

Happy July 4th!
The year 2015 is passing by so very quickly! Summer is officially here and
many of our churches and ministries are taking advantage of it.
Some of our associational churches have already completed a successful VBS
with several others occurring in the next few weeks. I am also happy to report the
TCB Day Camp was a great success. There were over 150 K-6th grade students and
70+ sponsors that gathered at the Red River Valley Bible Camp June 23rd-25th.
On Monday, June 29th, the Bible Camp will host the 27th Annual “Back to
Bethel” Bible Conference and Camp Meeting. The conference will continue through
Thursday night, July 2. Evening activities begin with supper served from 5:00-6:30
pm followed by the evening services at 7:00 pm. Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday morning services begin at 10:00 am.
If you or your church are interested in being a part of an associational mission trip to Whitewood, South Dakota, just eight miles from Sturgis, call Bro. Mike
or Scott Powell for further details!
Finally, our associational Sunday School and Education leader, Brent Bolton,
is promoting a teacher recruitment and/or training opportunity in the month of
September. Dr. Danny Akin (President of Southeastern Seminary) will lead “How
to Study and Bible” and “How to Teach the Bible” sessions. For more information
call Brent at FBC Cooper or call the association office.
As we celebrate July 4th, 2015, may we remember the faith of our forefathers
in founding this Christian nation! May we never forget where our freedom and
blessings really come from. . . Almighty God!
God’s Best!
Bro Mike

