
RRVBA Mission Statement:  Help each other become 
healthy “Great Commission” churches. 

RRVBA Vision Statement:  We are a family of churches 
who are committed to sharing ourselves, resources, and 
expertise with one another for the purpose of  fulfilling 
the “Great Commission.” 

Director of Missions:  Guille Seigler 
     bgseigler1@yahoo.com 
Baptist Student Ministry Director:  Mike Clark 
     mikeclark42@yahoo.com 
Administrative Assistant:  Nancy Redus 
     redrivervalleybaptist@gmail.com 
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Red River Valley Baptist Association 
2320 Clarksville St., Paris TX  75460 

903-785-2890 
Regular Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday, 8 am to 2 pm 

E-Mail Address:  redrivervalleybaptist@gmail.com 
Web Address:  www.redriverbaptist.com 

The monthly publication of the Red River Valley Baptist Association      Volume 17, Issue 3 (March 2021) 

March Birthdays 
1 Gency Fortenberry, pastor’s wife His Place  
1 Melisa Norris, pastor’s wife Southside 
1 Diane Storey, secretary FBC Clarksville 
2 Cindy Ray, clerk Leesville 
3 Mark Fendley, spouse Mt. Olive 
4 Jo Ann Adams, pastor’s wife Pacio 
8 Jerry Nell Stout, pastor’s wife Faith 
12 Lynda Gossett, pastor’s wife FBC Clarksville 
12 Lance Westbrook, youth Mt. Olive 
13 Larry Cornell, spouse Salem 
14 Bobby Bumgarner, spouse Bounds 
18 Ronal Kennemer, spouse East Delta 
18 Pat Norwood, treasurer Cunningham  
22 Kevin Burgan, spouse Leesville 
23 Jim Preston, treasurer Howland 
24 L.C. Stout, pastor Faith 
26 Renee Wright, secretary FBC Paris 
30 Denise Braddy, spouse FBC Cooper 

March Church Anniversaries 
1  Gary Lynch, music, 10 yrs FBC Clarksville 
1 Renee Wright, secretary, 9 yrs FBC Paris 
3 Michaella Bumgarner, music, 8 yrs Bounds 
4 Chuey Potter, pastor, 3 yrs FBC Roxton 
5 Eugene Adams, pastor, 36 yrs Pacio 
8 Wade White, pastor, 1 yr Maxey 
10 Josh Kirby, youth, 2 yrs His Place 
15 Debbie Hindman, treasurer, 24 yrs FBC Roxton 
21 Jo Ann Adams, secretary, 11 yrs Pacio 
24 Tim Reger, pastor, 19 yrs Mt. Olive 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

March Wedding Anniversaries 
2 Mike & Gency Fortenberry, 47 yrs His Place 
2 Tim & Janet Sullivan, 47 yrs East Paris 
3 Justin & Stephanie Wideman, 14 yrs Direct 
8 Jeremy & Lindsay Glossup, 13 yrs East Delta 
9 Jake & Denise Vaughn, 37 yrs East Delta 
14 Brandon & Kris Bell, 11 yrs Fulbright 
21 Wade & Beverly White, 29 yrs Maxey 
28 Charles & Nancy Ralson, 10 yrs FBC Blossom 
31 John & Billie Ruth Cooper, 37 yrs Lane’s Chapel 

The Mission is the Message 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 

     Youth Minister @ Leesville Baptist Church:   Intern or 
part-time.  Call 903-674-5782, or email the Pastor at 
nwseaborn@leesvillebc.org  

     Part-Time Youth Minister @ FBC Blossom:  Call 903-
982-5212 or Pastor Mike Shupp at 903-491-5103. 

     Music/Youth Leader @ Novice Baptist Church:    
Contact Pastor Duane Falk at 903-732-7711.   

     Song Leader @ FBC Deport:   Contact Pastor          
Michael Flatt at 903-703-9347. 

Voice of the Valley Voice of the Valley Voice of the Valley    

Upcoming events…  (All events are subject to change and/or cancellation due to Covid-19!) 

March 7-14:  Week of Prayer for North American Missions (Annie Armstrong Mission Offering) 

Sunday, March 14:  Daylight Saving Time begins (set clocks AHEAD one hour on Saturday night!) 

March 28 - April 4:  Road to the Cross Conference, East Paris 

Sunday, March 28:  PALM SUNDAY 

Sunday, April 4:  EASTER 

Tuesday, April 13:  Executive Board meeting @ Glory, 6:30 pm 

April 18-21:  Revival @ Glory with Larry Jordan, 11am & 6pm Sunday, 7pm Mon-Wed 

Secretaries & Support Staff Lunch           

scheduled for Thursday, March 4,             

has been cancelled.  See you on April 1!  

(Belated) Congratulations on 
50 years of marriage or more! 

Claude & Pearl Hall  (Chicota) 
65 years on February  10 

In Whom Do We Trust? 
 In these unsettling times it would be easy to become worried or even depressed by what is happening in our           
country.  We are faced with the Covid-19 pandemic, civil unrest in major cities, division in our government and a           
generally angry population.  That in itself is the recipe for hopelessness and despair.  I believe in the context of all 
that is going on in this time, God is trying real hard to get the church’s attention.  The question that begs to be asked 
is, “Are we  listening?” 
 Since Covid-19 struck last year, our churches have struggled with closures, reopening and drop in attendance.   
Programs have been put on the backburner for the foreseeable future, camps postponed, mission trips canceled.  But 
the majority of the churches have remained resilient. Some have experienced new members, baptisms, and an                 
increase in visitors; all this despite the hardships of the times (masks, social distancing and sanitizing).  God is still 
blessing His church. 
 Some folks are worried about the new administration in Washington, D.C., and how the church will fare during 
this four year term.  I read recently in Romans 13:1-2, “Let every soul be subject to the governing  authorities. For 
there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God.  Therefore          
whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring  judgment on 
themselves.” (NKJV)  The response of Christians should be to pray for those in office that God would surround 
them with godly advisors and give them wisdom to lead this nation back to Him.   
       If we take time to look at what is going on around us, we will understand that God is trying to speak to His       
people.  He is standing at the door knocking.  Will we answer?  There is a desperate need for a spiritual awaking in His 
people that will strengthen the church for the days ahead and inspire them to spread the gospel in their homes, cities 

and throughout this land.  Will we respond to the Holy Spirit’s leading?  To quote Paul in         
Ephesians 5:14-17, “Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you 
light.  See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil.  Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the 
Lord is.”  (NKJV) 
     Let us not forget our hope is not in a man, but in Jesus Christ our Lord, nor is it in the Oval 
Office, but in the One who sits on the throne.  Take heart and fear not for our Lord is still in  
control of this world.  Let’s be still, listen for and obey His voice.   

 Blessings to you,    Bro. Guille 

Week of Prayer for North American Missions 
(Annie Armstrong Easter Offering) 

March 7th - 14th, 2021 



JANUARY 2021 DONATIONS TOTAL: $9,612.70         Thank you for your continued support of RRVBA Missions & Ministry! 

Bagwell 50.00 FBC Annona 50.00 His Place  2,000.00 Providence 109.50   

Bounds 288.95 FBC Bogata 890.39 Howland 43.20 Salem 100.00   

Chicota 134.24 FBC Clarksville 100.00 Lamar Point 260.00 Southside 768.89   

Direct 248.45 FBC Cooper 360.92 Leesville 227.88     

East Delta 549.34 FBC Detroit 63.05 Mt. Olive 209.00     

East Paris 500.00 FBC Paris 1,708.89 Novice 950.00     

WMU 1st Quarter Mission Project:                                                    
Paris/Clarksville Pregnancy Care Centers 

Collection bottles for change are available at the RRVBA office! 

Please bring your donations to the RRVBA office by Thursday, April 29. 

Thank you for your support! 

BSM NEWS… 

Hello from the Baptist Student Ministry!                                                                                                                                    
 I write this article as we are coming out of our Texas sized "Ice Age". Some even called it snowmageddon or the                 
snowpocalypse! We had 5 days where many lost electricity, ran out of food, had pipes burst and flood their homes or 
churches and struggle to get anywhere due to road conditions. This snow storm also came on the heels of one of the          
biggest spikes in Covid-19 cases in our county thus far. To say the past year has been hard is an understatement. For those 
of us who know Jesus as Savior, despite these challenges, we find comfort in our faith and the knowledge that God never 
lost control of things and none of this caught Him by surprise. However, there may be some Christians  asking God, "why 
do these things happen?" If you've been a Christian for any length of time you realize that being saved does not save you 
from the trials and tribulations of life. So, what is the purpose of our sufferings? Why must we endure such things?                                                                                                                                                                                           
 I believe the answer to that question can be found in 2 Corinthians 1:3-4.  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus  Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to      
comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.                                                                                                                                                      
 The purpose for our afflictions is for God to show Himself faithful to comfort us as we rely on Him so that we can 
then extend the same comfort to those who do not know God so that they can find comfort in the knowledge of 
God. Isn't that a radical thought? God allows us to experience the same afflictions as everyone else as a method to get his 
message of hope out to those that do not yet know him! He loves and comforts us to spur us on to love and comfort others. 
I saw a few examples of this on display during this snow storm. I saw people from our churches pulling people out of 
ditches. I saw people from our churches shoveling snow from their neighbors driveways. I saw people from our churches 
volunteering at our local warming centers and providing food and essentials. I saw people from our churches reaching out 
to deliver groceries to people unable to get out. What a God-sized opportunity we have had before us! We did some good 
things, but I believe we could do much more. With over 40 churches in our Association, the entire community should've 
seen God's goodness on display. Do you think they did?                                                                                                                      
 I believe there is a challenge to everyone to change the way we view trials and troubles. When God brings you 
through a tough time, let that spur you on to help someone else through a tough time while you share the good news of 
Jesus with them. It is high time to stop being inwardly focused and start focusing on a lost and dying world.    

 Pray up!  Preach out!  Plug in! 

Mike Clark 903-905-1336     mikeclark42@yahoo.com 

Wmu news   
by Alice Ann White, WMU Director, RRVBA 

     Being Relentless is, in part, a call to relationships. In a 
real world with real-world problems, we are called to  
engage in relationships with God and others. Our call 
should be with both believers and nonbelievers. We are 
called to be Relentless with the Lord and to work together 
for Him. “But we do not belong to those who shrink 
back and are destroyed, but to those who have faith 
and are saved” Hebrews 10: 39. 

     Currently, the ladies in Association WMU are serving 
as an intercessory prayer group. We are praying for each 
other and others outside our teams that we know need our 
prayers. There is so much sickness and death all around us 
that there is plenty to keep us praying. We should have 
been doing more praying in the past. I have felt this is a 
good way to keep us connected, and there is much need 
for prayer all the time. 

     Don’t forget to encourage your church folks to give to 
the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering. The suggested 
date is March 7-14, 2021, but can be taken anytime.  

     I want to mention again our Outreach project of           
collecting change for the Pregnancy Centers in Paris and 
Clarksville. You may pick up bottles at the office for your 
church people to fill with their change.  We would like 
you to bring the donations to the RRVBA office no later 
than Thursday, April 29.  

     As of right now I plan for the Ladies’ Retreat Team to 
meet on Monday, March 29, 2021, at 5:00 PM in the             
Association Office. There is much planning that needs to 
be taken care of ASAP. 

     Also, I plan to have the quarterly WMU Leadership 
Team meeting on Monday, April 6, 2021, at 6:00 PM.      
Remember this is the one time a year this team meets in 
the evening.  

     Stay Relentless in serving our Lord.  Remember who 
you belong to! 

Joy on the Journey with “Seasoned Saints”     
by Gloria Parker, Senior Adult Director, RRVBA 

 

We're MARCHING into this 2021 year in spite of all the 
negatives and all the enemy of our souls is doing to            
discourage us from being and doing God's Will, that is  
making Disciples before He comes back for Us His 
Bride/His Church ~ even so, COME, LORD JESUS! Keep 
looking up ~ it won't be long, I believe! 
 
THANK YOU for the Comfort and Peace God's Holy 
Spirit has given me and my family with your many ways 
of loving on us as we released my Son Don, II to join his 
Dad on his Dad's 3rd anniversary of going to Heaven, 
where they are both walking tall and breathing Celestial 
Air forever with Jesus with no more Covid pneumonia! 
As hard as it is and as much as we miss him, we're trying 
hard to believe and live out my Lifetime Scripture 
(remember Bill Gothard's blessed teaching in the '70s?) 
"AND WE KNOW THAT GOD CAUSES  ALL THINGS 
TO WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD TO THOSE 
WHO LOVE GOD, TO THOSE WHO ARE CALLED 
ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE." Romans 8:28.  May 
God Bless Your Sox Clean Off with my and my family's 
LOVE and GRATITUDE!!! 
 
In so many of your precious words YOU have said how 
much you miss Senior Adults VBS, Singing with our Red 
River Valley Old Fashioned Hymn Singers, and Friday 
eating "Lupper" together in Denny's Banquet Room. I 
surely AGREE and pray we can do these again however 
possible SOON! Let me know your suggestions, please 
and thank you; I NEED to hear from YOU! 
 
KEEP LOOKING UP FOR JESUS' RETURN, PRAY 
FOR THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM (PSALM 122:6) 
AND PRAY FOR OUR BELOVED  AMERICA!  

ROAD TO THE CROSS CONFERENCE –  East Paris Baptist Church - March 28 to April 4, 2021 
 

 East Paris will be hosting an area wide Bible Conference called ROAD TO THE CROSS, during     
Passion Week.  Dr. Danny Moody will be sharing an intensive study of the Gospel of John, chapters 18 and 19,             
including a harmony of the Gospels, historical background, and prophetic fulfillment of the events of the       
crucifixion.  This study will be a chronological, event-by-event description of the work of Jesus Christ as He 
died for the sins of the world.  Services will begin at 6:00 pm  each evening and ALL AREA CHURCHES                                                 
ARE WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND (when not conflicting with your church’s services).  

The schedule is as follows:  

Sunday, March 28th – Palm Sunday message in the AM service and Communion in the PM service 
                                     Monday, March 29th – The Garden                                                                                                                                                                     

Tuesday, March 30th – The Religious Trial 
Wednesday, March 31st – The Civil Trial                                                                                                                                                     
Thursday, April 1st – The Walk up the Hill 

                  Friday, April 2nd – The Death and Burial                                                                                                                                                                                               
Sunday, April 4th – Easter Celebration with Dove & Grammy award winning group The Erwin’s - The Power of the Cross 

For more information contact  
East Paris Baptist Church at 903-784-3258. 


