RRVBA/BSM Donations
November 16-December 12
ATLAS

2016
To Date
0

0

50.00

600.00

BETHEL

130.06

1,174.40

BOUNDS

178.24

2,297.58

BAGWELL

BROOKSTON

0

0

CHICOTA

140.11

1,712.18

CHISUM TRAILS

200.00

1,100.00

0

0

COLLEGE AVE.
CUNNINGHAM
DIRECT
DOUBLE R

0

720.00

202.94

2,884.48

0

680.00

EAST DELTA

413.04

6,385.68

EAST PARIS

541.67

6,500.04

EMBERSON

80.00

960.00

0

2,236.00

98.14

975.48

FAITH
FBC ANNONA
FBC BLOSSOM
FBC BOGATA
FBC CLARKSVILLE

400.00

2,200.00

1,088.50

12,735.25

100.00

1,200.00

FBC COOPER

0

2,237.88

FBC DEPORT

0

0

FBC DETROIT

0

393.41

939.31

13,589.53

FBC PARIS
FBC ROXTON

0

0

FRIENDSHIP

180.00

1,468.00

FULBRIGHT

0

0

GLORY

0

598.00

GRAHAM ST.

0

0

HIS PLACE

0

2,000.00

HOWLAND
IMMANUEL/WMU

75.33

925.98

1,267.69

9,707.39

LAKEWAY

0

0

LAMAR POINT

0

1,465.00

LANE’S CHAPEL

0

0

LEESVILLE

395.00

8,923.15

MAXEY

150.00

1,650.00

MT. OLIVE

552.00

2,944.00

NOVICE

462.25

5,261.95

PACIO

113.76

1,529.18

PATTONVILLE

0

0

PETTY

0

720.36

POWDERLY

300.00

3,300.00

PROVIDENCE

421.58

2,043.33

SALEM

300.00

3,600.00

SOUTHSIDE

570.00

7,228.05

SPRINGLAKE

340.89

3,943.89

TRINITY

0

0

YOUNG’S CHAPEL

0

0

9,690.51

117,890.19

TOTAL

RISE & BUILD FUND:
$99,734.79

News

Alice Ann White
RRVBA WMU Director
903.632.5681

“By All Means”….Looking forward to 2017, let us find ways to be “all
things to all people” we come in contact with.
Reporting on Operation Christmas Child 2016: The Bogata Relay
Station collected 3,138 boxes from 11 Association churches. Three
churches outside our Association brought 524 boxes for a grand total
of 3,662. Thanks to all of you who participated. On Christmas
morning, remember to pray for children that will be receiving a box
and perhaps hearing the good news of Jesus for the first time.
We have plans underway for WMU activities in 2017. Please visit my
web page on the Association web site (www.redriverbaptist.com)
to keep up with what is happening and to read reports on what has
taken place.
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS
Monday, Jan. 2, 2017: RRVBA office reopens
Tuesday, Jan. 3: Personnel Committee meeting
Wednesday, Jan. 4: TCB Day Camp meeting, Noon, RRVBA
Thursday, Jan. 5: Missions Team meeting, Noon, RRVBA
Monday, Jan. 9: Ladies’ Retreat 2017 Committee meeting, 5:00 pm, RRVBA
Monday, Jan. 9: CIA Committee meeting, 6:30 pm, RRVBA
Tuesday, Jan. 10: Finance Committee meeting, 5:30 pm, RRVBA
Wednesday, Jan. 11: Christian Life Committee meeting, Noon, RRVBA
Saturday, Jan. 14: WMU Leadership Team meeting, 10:00 am, RRVBA
Monday, Jan. 16: RRVBA office closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Tuesday, Jan. 17: Executive Board Meeting @ Emberson; Meal at 6:00 pm, Meeting at 6:45 pm

Please continue to be in prayer for these churches and their Pastor Search committees:
Brookston, Direct, FBC Deport, Providence and Springlake.

NEWS FROM THE BSM. . .

JOY ON THE JOURNEY WITH "SEASONED" SAINTS
by Gloria Parker, RRVBA Senior Adults Director
HAPPY NEW YEAR 2017 ~ Forecast to be "A Memorable One!" Many
Christians will spend much of it on their knees before the Lord praying for
guidance for our President and ALL those God puts in authority over us.
Some "Words to live by for a New Year: (Old Surety Friends) Be kinder
than necessary because everyone you meet is fighting some kind of battle. A sharp
tongue can cut your own throat. Of all the things you wear, your expression is the
most important. The best vitamin for making friends...B1. The happiness of your life
depends on the quality of your thoughts. The heaviest thing you can carry is a
grudge. One thing you can give but still keep is your word. One thing you can't
recycle is wasted time. The 10 Commandments are not multiple choice. It is never
too late to become what you might have been. What we are is God's gift to us; what
we become is our gift to God. Life is too short to wake up with regrets. Believe
everything happens for a reason. Sometimes we get so caught up in who's right and
who's wrong that we forget what's right and wrong."
The Red River Valley Old Fashioned Hymn Singers had to cancel our
December 8th regular rehearsal and singing at two Assisted Living Homes because
of BRRR COLD weather. The Lord willing, we will get to meet on Tuesday 13th to
PARTY at Springlake BC at 3:30, then sing CHRISTmas Carols on the Downtown
Paris Square at 5:00 pm. Last year we got rained out. I hope you have been blessed
as I have listening to 91.3 FM BBN Bible Broadcasting Network radio with
Christian Christmas music all during December.
As I write this to get it to you early, it's PEARL HARBOR DAY with flags
flying at half-mast honoring our Veterans, especially those who gave their lives for
our Freedom ~ which is certainly not free! Try to THANK every Veteran every time
you see one, as well as our Policemen, Firemen, EMTs, First Responders, ALL those
who protect us.
Continue to PRAY for the Peace of Jerusalem, for our beloved USA, and
Keep Looking UP, "Seasoned" Saints ~ JESUS, THE PRINCE OF PEACE, IS
COMING BACK SOON - BE READY!

Dear Family,
“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. Give thanks to the God of gods, for his steadfast love
endures forever. Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his steadfast love endures forever.” Psalms 136:1-3 ESV
In our Tuesday night Bible study at the BSM we have been discussing the life of Job. It has been a greater
discussion than I imagined because of the struggles that some of these young folks have been through. It chills me to
hear the testimonies of some of these college age students. So many of them have lived through physical, emotional,
sexual, and spiritual abuse. As children they have had to endure way more than any child should. Broken and messed
up homes, broken and messed up relationships, and as a result, broken and messed up lives. The question that always
comes up is, “If God loves me then why have all these bad things happened?”. So to study the life of Job and his reactions
in the midst of trials and temptations has been a great talking point. If I’ve gained and given any wisdom during this
study it would be this: no matter what the circumstances you have two choices, one that glorifies God and one that
doesn't. You can’t always control your circumstances, you can’t always stop bad things from happening, but you can
choose to glorify God in your response even when it means you stand alone. Please be in prayer for these young people
as they are striving to maintain a relationship with Christ in the midst of this evil world! “Rejoice always, pray without
ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 ESV
My latest family update: God is good. He has provided a travel trailer for us to live in as we continue to work
with the insurance company and try to figure out our house situation. We have moved the trailer, my wife affectionately calls “hope”, out to Lamar Point RV Park. It is quiet and seems like it will be a safe place for us to be for now. We
are praying for a swift resolution (although we know nothing happens swiftly when dealing with insurance). Our
family continues to heal and get better. Lots of outdoor time was prescribed by the mold specialist doctor we visited so
we are hoping that our current location will promote more of that outdoor time. A fellow pastor in the association and
his wife have generously started a Go Fund me account to help with replacement costs of things we have lost. The link
to that is www.gofundme.com/2xw7ksk . We thank you for your prayers and generosity. We know so many of you
have been and will continue to pray for our situation. There are never enough words that would appropriately express
our gratitude. Thank you for your caring and loving hearts!
I pray you all have a blessed Christmas as you reflect and celebrate the greatest gift of all, Jesus Christ. “May the
God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” Romans 15:13 ESV
Living God, Loving Life,
Scott Powell 903-246-1364
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EXECUTIVE
BOARD MEETING
Tues., January 17
Emberson BC
Meal at 6:00 pm;
Meeting at 6:45 pm
Pastors & Executive Board Members:
It is important that you come to our
first meeting of 2017 for there are many
ministry opportunities being planned.
Come and hear what’s going on in
YOUR association!

Attention: Pastors, Treasurers, and
Financial Officers
Dan Whitehurst will present the
RRVBA Tax Seminar on Thursday,
February 16, 2017, at Springlake Baptist
Church. He will bring the latest tax
updates and information available in two
sessions: Pastors in the morning; others
in the afternoon. Times TBA. Mark your
calendar & plan to attend!

Red River Valley Baptist Association
Regular Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday, 8 am to 2 pm
E-Mail Address:
redrivervalleybaptist@gmail.com
Web Address:
www.redriverbaptist.com

The monthly publication of the Red River Valley Baptist Association
V o l u m e 1 3 , I s s u e 1 ( J AN U A R Y 2 0 1 7 )

Birthdays and Anniversaries
2nd
5th
8th
8th
14th
14th
19th
23rd
24th
25th
31st
31st

January Birthdays
Nelda Beville, treasurer
Lori Smith, youth
Jenene Cannon, spouse
Jan Holmes, spouse
Deann Reger, spouse
Mike Jones, pastor
Deborah Kennemer, secretary
Linda White, spouse
Bri DeLay, spouse
Sharon Lynch, spouse
Jerry Hindman, spouse
Nancy Ralson, spouse

1st
3rd
9th
17th
24th
24th

January Wedding Anniversaries
Michael & Carol King, 35 yrs
CWJC
Mark & Lynda Gossett, 36 yrs
FBC Clarksville
Justin & Kaysi King, 18 yrs
East Paris
James & Cindy McLeod, 36 yrs
Chisum Trails
Mike & Mary Jones, 48 yrs
Powderly
Eddie & Donna Kropp, 47 yrs
Emberson

1st
2nd
4th
6th
20th
23rd
24th
29th

January Church Anniversaries
Jimmie Woodard, pastor, 7 yrs
FBC Annona
Jocquetta Weems, secretary, 9 yrs
FBC Blossom
Bryan Alvis, children, 1 yr
FBC Paris
Mike Shupp, pastor, 9 yrs
FBC Blossom
Mike Fortenberry, DOM, 2 yrs
RRVBA
Tommy Turner, pastor, 8 yrs
FBC Paris
Duane Falk, pastor, 1 yr
Novice
Lisa Hughes, minister’s asst., 3 yrs
East Paris

RRVBA
FBC Annona
FBC Paris
FBC Roxton
Mt. Olive
Powderly
East Delta
Mt. Olive
Immanuel
FBC Clarksville
FBC Roxton
FBC Blossom

REMINDER!
Donations made to the RRVBA
and postmarked December 31
or earlier will be applied to
2016. All other donations will
go toward 2017 giving.
Thank you for helping support
YOUR association!

The RRVBA office will be closed on Monday, January 16 in
honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. We will reopen at
8:00 am on Tuesday, January 17.

“Honoring The Christ of Christmas”
Christmas is a special time of year. It is so special even many non-Christians
RRVBA Mission
celebrate it. They celebrate it in a multitude of different ways, for different reason, but as
Statement:
for the true meaning of Christmas there is only one… the Christ of Christmas. It is the
Help each other become time of year when believers remember and celebrate the greatest, most precious/valuable,
healthy “Great
long lasting gift ever to be given… God’s gift… His Son.
Commission” churches.
The world may call it Winter Solstice, or they may offer Holiday Greetings, but
RRVBA Vision
the Christian way of celebration is “Merry Christmas!” It is not the gifts we get or give,
Statement:
although they do remind us of the Wise men long ago. It is not the decorations, lights, or
We are a family of
tree, although they do remind us of the night and message the angels sang and the reason
churches who are
He came. It is not even the special gatherings with family and friends, although it does
committed to sharing reminds us that faith, family, and friends are words that describe the Christian’s relationourselves, resources,
ship with God.
and expertise with one
Sometimes even Christians forget the real reason for the season and it becomes all
another for the purpose about all of these worldly things instead of all about Him. As we hurry through the hustle
of fulfilling the “Great and bustle of parties, decoration, gift shopping and gift giving, Christmas movies and
Commission.”
programs, even special Church services, may we keep the main thing the main thing?
A special word of thanks goes to Nancy Redus, Alice Ann White and all the others
Director of
Missions
who decorated the Association Office. They also hosted our annual Red River Valley
Mike Fortenberry
Baptist Association Christmas Open House. I also want to thank the association and its
mikefortenberry@
leaders for blessing Nancy, Scott and I with the opportunity to serve here. Thank you for
hotmail.com
your thoughtful Christmas gifts as well!
I end with a final word of encouragement concerning our ministry and mission
Baptist Student
work as an association. The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is crucial to our ability to
Ministry Director
Scott Powell
place and keep our foreign missionaries on the field. Please promote and emphasize the
pjcbsm@gmail.com necessity of every church sacrificially giving to our Foreign Mission Offering. I also want
to encourage our pastors, Executive Board Members and churches of the importance of
Admin. Assistant
our Association giving finishing strong. If we do not have the necessary budget income to
Nancy Redus
meet our budget expenditures changes will be necessary. Please encourage yourself and
redrivervalleybaptist
others to give so our Association Ministry and Mission work might continue to make a
@gmail.com
difference in the lives we serve and in winning the unsaved!
Gency and I want to wish each of you, your family and your church family a Merry
Red River Valley
Baptist Association Christmas and a Happy New Year!
2320 Clarksville St.
Paris, TX 75460
903-785-2890

Bro. Mike

