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RISE & BUILD FUND:    
$100,610.93 

NEWS FROM THE BSM. . . 

Dear Family,   

 We just got done with Christmas and now it’s time to think about spring break!  It is just a few short weeks away 
which means our annual garage sale is in need of donations!  Not sure what the Lord is going to do with our students this 
semester, but I’m sure it will be great as it always is.  The BSM garage sale will be Saturday, March 4th.   All funds raised go 
to support BSM missions.  All items for donations can be dropped off at the BSM.  Please make arrangements with me ahead 
of time so I can be sure I am there.  If you have an item that is too big for you to move please get in touch with me and I will 
bring some guys out to pick it up.  Every year I am overwhelmed by everyone’s generosity and willingness to give to support 
kingdom work.  Thank you and may you receive extra blessings from the Lord!  “Then the people rejoiced because they had given   
willingly, for with a whole heart they had offered freely to the Lord.  David the king also rejoiced greatly.” 

1 Chronicles 29:9 ESV 

 Many of you have asked so I want to give another update on my family.  Thank you first and foremost for your 
prayers and support.  We have never felt more loved!  God is good all the time and all the time God is good.  I can’t go into a 
lot of detail right now, but God has moved in a way we did not see coming and things are moving along with our house.  It 
should be move in ready by the end of April.  As far as our health goes, everyone is still improving.  There are still things we 
have to figure out with Elijah and Crystal in particular.  They seem to be struggling with full restoration more than the rest 
of us.  Over all we are enjoying our time in our RV out at Lamar Point RV Park.  It’s a very nice place to stay if you want to 
get away for a couple days. Crystal is still struggling with not having consistent energy.  Elijah is still struggling with 
Tourette’s type tics and has a hard time concentrating.  We continue to eat healthy and are taking additional supplements to 
help heal our bodies and detox from mold.  I believe God is going to restore all of us 100% in His time.  Thank you again for 
your concern for our family and the love and generosity you have shown us.  Words could never fully express how grateful 
we are for the blessing of having you in our lives! 

 Please continue to pray for the BSM as I seek out God’s will to make better use of the my time, the building, and the 
ministry.  Pray that God would send students who are hungry for Him and want to learn and share the Gospel.  I love these 
students and want to see them grow in Christ.  Pray that God would raise up leadership who  
care about others and want to see this ministry grow as much as I do.  “May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”                          
Romans 15:13 ESV 

 

Living God, Loving Life,    

Scott Powell   903-246-1364 

Alice Ann White 
RRVBA WMU Director 

903.632.5681 
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     “By All Means” when things aren’t going well, we should ask God for His plan! 
After all, He has wonderful ideas, too. 

     February 13-19, 2017, is WMU Focus Week. Please plan something in your 
church to recognize the women who are active now and who have been active in the 
past in His kingdom work through Woman’s Missionary Union. 

     CIA Day is coming fast. Please help the children’s workers in your church to be 
aware there is something wonderful going on March 4, 2017, at Southside  Baptist 
Church, Paris for children ages K through 6th grade. The fun begins at 9 AM with 
registration. Kolby King is returning. The children who came last year will be ex-
cited about that! Children cannot bring themselves. Please commit to seeing that the 
children in your church have an opportunity to participate. 

     Our missions project for the first quarter of 2017 is to fill baby bottles with our 
pocket change for the Paris/Clarksville Pregnancy Centers. We are in the process of 
getting the bottles into the churches. If you have not received one, or your church 
has not gotten any, you may pick them up at the Association office. You may call me 
and I’ll deliver them, if you need me to. Make this outreach a     matter of asking God 
what He wants you to do. 

     Call me if I can assist you or you have questions about any of our  ministries. 

JOY ON THE JOURNEY WITH "SEASONED" SAINTS 
by Gloria Parker, RRVBA Senior Adults Director 

 
      FEBRUARY 2017 = LOVE MONTH!  A very personal note here ~ Be sure to tell 
all your loved ones that you love them, and even why, because you never know 
when that might be the last time you'll get the privilege to do so. We are so grateful 
that we got to celebrate Thanksgiving with my only living (of 5 girls) sister Ann, 
knowing that she was getting weaker with Alzheimer's, and thrilled that she made 
it to her 88th Birthday on Jan. 8. She went Home with Jesus just 5 days later!  She 
was my mentor, example, confidant, dear friend, encourager, etc. from the moment I 
was born when she was 8 years old. She and my Mama led me to the Lord when I 
was 5 1/2, and I wanted to be just like Ann when I grew up! She loved Senior Adults 
and wrote a regular Newsletter about the members of their FBC Richardson Senior 
Adults SS Class her hubby taught for many years. Hmmm, I wonder if that's why 
the Lord has let me be your RRVBA Senior Adults Director these 13 years, loving 
every minute! I have  learned so much from Ann, and am still learning, 'cuz I want to 
be just like her when I grow up!  

     Our Red River Valley Old Fashioned Hymn Singers started off the New Year on 
Jan. 12 with 24 bright and shining faces excited to be together again and ready to 
sing for the Lord and Residents of two Assisted Living Homes.  Come join us on 
Feb. 9 at Springlake BC at 9:30 am .  We will learn some new music, and just      
rehearse, won't go sing anywhere this time.  You will be a Blessing and be Blessed ~ 
you can't beat that! 

     We saw the VBS materials at Sherman Lifeway Bookstore last week. That means 
it won't be long before we'll be receiving them and getting ready for our 13th year of 
Senior Adults VBS. Folks are already asking us about it, and looking forward to 
another great AUGUST -- WOW, just 6 months away! 

     Continue to PRAY for the Peace of Jerusalem, for our beloved USA, our Mission-
aries, our Military, our new President and Leaders, and Keep Looking UP, 
"Seasoned" Saints - JESUS, THE PRINCE OF PEACE, IS COMING BACK SOON 
AND WE MUST BE READY! 
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
Friday, Jan. 27:  Men’s Fish Fry, 6:30 pm, FBC Paris (Call 903-785-6431 for more information) 

Thursday, Feb. 2:  Secretaries/Support Staff lunch, 11:30 am, RRVBA 

Thursday, Feb. 2:  Norway Study Committee Meeting, 6:00 pm, RRVBA 

Monday, Feb. 6:  Ladies’ Retreat Meeting, 5:00 pm, RRVBA 

Mon. Feb 13-Fri. Feb. 17:  WMU Focus Week  

Thursday, Feb. 16:  Tax Seminar w/Dan Whitehurst, Springlake, 9:30 am—Pastors; 1:00 pm—Others 

Wednesday, Feb. 22:  CWJC Day of Prayer—Celebrating 20 Years 

1st Quarter Missions Project:  Collecting Change for Paris/Clarksville Pregnancy Care Centers 

Fill empty baby bottles from the PPCC (available at the RRVBA office) with spare change and help 
make a difference in the lives of mothers and children!  Please return filled bottles to the RRVBA by March 16.    

 to our new RRVBA pastors:   B. K. Moody (Brookston), Glenn Michael (Glory),                     
Neal Seaborn (Leesville), and Guille Seigler (Springlake).   

     Also, please continue in prayer for FBC Annona,  FBC Deport, Direct, and Providence and 
their pastor search committees. 



RRVBA Mission 
Statement: 

Help each other become 
healthy “Great 

Commission” churches. 

RRVBA Vision 
Statement: 

We are a family of 
churches who are 

committed to sharing 
ourselves, resources, 

and expertise with one 
another for the purpose 
of  fulfilling the “Great 

Commission.” 

Director of 
Missions 

Mike Fortenberry 
mikefortenberry@ 

hotmail.com 
 

Baptist Student 
Ministry Director 

Scott Powell 
pjcbsm@gmail.com 

 
Admin. Assistant 

Nancy Redus 
redrivervalleybaptist

@gmail.com 
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 Regular Office Hours: 
Monday—Thursday, 8 am to 2 pm 

E-Mail Address: 
redrivervalleybaptist@gmail.com 

Web Address: 
www.redriverbaptist.com 

Red River Valley Baptist Association 

The monthly publication of the Red River Valley Baptist Association 

Volume 1 3 ,  Issue  2   ( FE BRUARY 20 1 7)  

February Birthdays 
2nd Kent Kirby, youth Bethel 
5th Shelley Adams, spouse Maxey 
5th Duane Falk, pastor Novice 
12th Ronnie Aubrey, pastor Trinity 
12th Brad Crosswhite, pastor Lamar Point 
20th David Logan, youth                      FBC Bogata 
21st Jay Smith, music FBC Annona 
25th James McLeod, pastor Chisum Trails 

February Church Anniversaries 
7th Carol McNally, secretary, 7 yrs Salem 
9th Jake Vaughn, pastor, 19 yrs East Delta 
11th Billy Norris, pastor, 10 yrs Southside 
12th Chuey Potter, music, 4 yrs FBC Roxton 
21st Lance Westbrook, youth, 1 yr Mt. Olive 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

February Wedding Anniversaries 
5th Ronnie & Velva Dean Aubrey,  49 yrs Trinity 
14th W.C. & Genetta McGregor, 57 yrs FBC Annona 
17th Jason & Mistie Soward, 10 yrs FBC Cooper 

Red River Valley 
Baptist Association 

2320 Clarksville St. 
Paris, TX  75460 

903-785-2890 

New  New  New ! 
 It is a New year, we have a New president and 2017 gives us a new opportunity to be all Christ has 
called and commissioned us to be!  I pray that each of you and your families had a happy, healthy and holy 
holiday season. We celebrated Christ’s birth. We remember His death looking forward to Easter and the 
victory won by HIs crucifixion. We are looking forward to His Second Coming so all of His bride will be 
gathered together at last! 

 January is the month for our first Executive Board meeting of the new year. A special word of 
thanks to Pastor Gary Reed, his church and the wonderful ladies who prepared and served a delicious meal. 
The meeting was well attended and our new moderator, Pastor Mark Gossett did a fine job leading the 
meeting. We were blessed to have a couple of our new church pastors in the meeting as well as Roy Ford 
with the Southern Baptist of Texas Convention.  Our committee chair-persons did a good job in presenting 
some very encouraging reports about what happened in 2016 and what we are undertaking to do as an   
association  in 2017.  

 I was also given the opportunity to give my first DOM report for 2017. I had many wonderful 
things to present but I also had something of a very concerning nature to present as well. Our association 
finished the year with a nearly $37,000.00 budget income shortfall. In 2015 the budget was met the very last 
week of the year. That did not happen this year so I have been meeting with the various committees        
discussing how to best address the budget deficit. I have met with our finance and personnel committees 
separately and they will have a joint meeting in the not so distant future. A recommendation will be 
brought to the Association in our April 18 Executive Board meeting. Please pray for God's will to be done. 
We are not broke! We have over $100,000.00 in the New Building Fund and almost $60,000.00 in the     
operating account. However, there is a legitimate need and it must be addressed. I pray our churches will 
see the need and respond with increased giving!  If they do not there will be no other alternative than to 
decrease the budget need! 

 Benjamin Franklin once wrote, "In this world nothing can be said to be certain, except death and 
taxes." Our churches combat spiritual death by telling others about the gift of eternal life! We minister to 
our families when they encounter the death of a loved one and we teach them that we do not have to be 
afraid! But we also have access to the keys of knowledge so we don't have to fear taxes either! I want to   
encourage our pastors, administrators, church treasurers, and financial secretaries to attend the upcoming 
Tax Seminar at Springlake Baptist Church on Thursday February 16, 2017. There is no charge for the       
seminar but it will be helpful if each person planning to attend will call the association office at                  
903-785-2890 and pre-register for this event. 

 

God's Best Be Yours, 

Bro. Mike 

Director, RRVBA  

Attention:  Pastors, Treasurers, and 
Financial Officers 

     Dan Whitehurst will present the annual 
RRVBA Tax Seminar on Thursday, February 
16, 2017, at Springlake Baptist Church.  He 
will bring the latest tax  updates and infor-
mation in two sessions:   

9:30 am for Pastors and  

1:00 pm for Financial Officers/Treasurers   

     Call the RRVBA office at 903-785-2890 to 
register today! 

Go to Lifeway.com/LivingProof for information on 
the Beth Moore Conference in Wichita Falls on 
March 31-April 1 at the Kay Yeager Coliseum. 

Acts 1:8                          
Mission Opportunity:   

     Are you looking for a place to put 
your gifts and talents to work?   
Graham Street Baptist Church 
needs teachers, musicians, outreach 
workers, and more.   

     Call Bro. Duane Falk at 903-732-
7711 or Bro. Kelly Collins, pastor of    
Graham Street, at 903-272-4879.       

     Who knows what blessings God 
has in store for you! 

CALLING ALL MEN! 

You are invited to a Men’s Fish Fry at FBC Paris on 

Friday, January 27 at 6:30 pm. 

Call the church at 903-785-6431 for more information. 

Christian Women’s Job Corp, Paris 

National CWJC is celebrating 20 years of   
ministry to women in 2017!  Over the last 20 

years, there have been more than 150,000      
volunteers who have served more than 2,000,000     
volunteer hours all over the USA!   

     At the end of 2016, CWJC Paris completed 5 years of 
ministry to Paris and surrounding areas!  Our            
volunteers have clocked more than 1,800 volunteer 
hours over the last 5 years!  YOU can join the ranks of 
these servants who are making a difference in the lives 
of women in our area.  Call 903-495-2690 for more  
information. 

SECRETARIES/SUPPORT STAFF 
LUNCH 

Thursday, February 2 @ 11:30 am 

Bring your lunch; drinks are provided. 

Come and fellowship! 


