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RISE & BUILD FUND:    
$99,074.44 

NEWS FROM THE BSM. . . 

Dear Family, 

  What an adventure life is.  It’s the rollercoaster ride of all roller coasters.  Life is fun, but it is hard; it is easy, 
but presents so many challenges; it is exciting and hopeful, but can be uncertain and depressing; it can bring so much 
joy and so much pain.  What I’ve known for years and continue to learn though is that a life without Christ is no life at 
all.  I can’t help but wonder how my family and I would have made it through these last couple of years or how we 
could even continue without Christ in our lives.  I wonder how could there be any joy, peace, patience, or even love to 
keep relationships together and grow them stronger without Christ.  One of my weakest spiritual gifts for many years 
has been empathy.  It’s not that I haven't cared for people -  I just haven't necessarily been able to show compassion 
and love as well as I have needed to those who have needed it.  If I have learned anything over the last two and half 
years, it has been how to be more compassionate toward others.  For that lesson, along with many others, I am grateful.   

 So many of you continue to text, message us on Facebook, or stop us when you see us to check on us.  The 
thoughtfulness and love we have received from all of you has truly been overwhelming.  Because I know you care I 
would like to update you once again on our home and family situation.  We visited a doctor in Dallas, who has person-
ally dealt with the effects of mold on her family, who got us started on a “Mold Detox” program.  It includes daily use of 
an infrared sauna, an air purifier, and a lot of additional supplements to help kill and remove mold from our systems. 
We have been blessed by friends and the fact that Crystal is well enough to work, to have the finances we have needed 
to get everything started.  Here is where we are with our home:  The insurance company has sent several folks out to 
do tests.  The last one was an air test which we are still waiting on the results. We do not know how much assistance 
we are going to get from the insurance company and are not counting on them to come through.   We are hoping to sell 
our home as quickly as possible in order to move on.  One of the things the doctor recommended for healing was time 
outdoors.  We have and are considering the purchase of an RV to live in temporarily until all is settled with our home 
or even trying to find a place in the country (hopefully with a bit of land) to possibly rent so the kids can get out of the 
house and play.  Sunshine and fresh air are vital to the healing process.  A pastor friend and his wife have lived through 
the loss of their home. God laid it on their hearts to start a Go Fund Me account in our name.  We are grateful for their 
hearts.  You can find our page at https://www.gofundme.com/2xw7ksk .  More than anything I can’t thank you 
enough for all your prayers and encouraging words.  God is our rock and our fortress, our deliverer in whom we trust.  
We know He has plans for us, plans for a hope and a future, and we are trying to be wise to listen and hear for what 
those plans are.  

 Concerning the BSM so far this year, it has been interesting to say the least.  I have had many opportunities to 
put into practice the lessons of compassion this year.  One young man had his car stolen and came straight to the BSM 
so he could ask for prayer.  Another lady was dealing with stress that was causing her physical pain and she came to 
me for prayer.  Another young lady just this week told me she had brain tumors and asked if I could pray over her.  God 
is using these opportunities to mold my heart to be a more effective witness for Him.  Please continue to pray for the 
ministry of the BSM and for the hearts of the students we can reach. 

 Living God, Loving Life,    Scott Powell   903-246-1364 

Alice Ann White 
RRVBA WMU Director 

903.632.5681 
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 “By All Means”…. We have to be diligent in  praying for 
America! Are we living 2 Chronicles7:14? “If My people, who 
are called by My name….” Are you one of ‘My people’ who are 
the hope for America? ‘By All Means’ we must become all 
things to all people and pray, pray, pray!  

 Approximately 60 men and women gathered on       
November 7, 2016, to pray! The World Day of Prayer program was shared 
and the group was called to prayer by Bro. Jeff Duvall, Pastor of FBC Bogata, 
to pray for our nation. A closing time of fellowship was enjoyed by all who 
attended. 

 I trust you already have your Lottie Moon emphasis under way. We 
need to pray and consider the amount of offering we will give this year.     
Remember, there are missionaries that took early retirement because of lack 
of funding. We need to do our part in praying and giving so others can go! 

 Visit the World Craft catalogue on line at WorldCrafts.org. This is 
a wonderful place to Christmas shop and find unusual handmade gifts.  

 Merry Christmas to you and yours! 

JOY ON THE JOURNEY WITH "SEASONED" SAINTS 
by Gloria Parker, RRVBA Senior Adults Director 

       Merry CHRISTmas! "With the stress and rush of CHRISTMAS,     
serenity of soul is something we all long for, but it often seems fleeting. 
The only way to have this incomprehensible peace is to let the Prince of 
Peace govern our lives. When we are under His authority and have our 
minds aligned with His Word, His peace flows into our hearts and calms 
our souls." (Chas. Stanley) 

       Remember to turn your radios on to 91.3 FM  BBN to hear glorious 
Christian Christmas music 24 hours a day December 1 - 31. Many of our 
Church Choirs will be singing Special Christmas Music dedicated to 
God's Only Begotten Son, JESUS, born in Bethlehem over 2,000 years ago. 
SING! 

       The Red River Valley Old Fashioned Hymn Singers will gather at  
9:30 am  December 8 at Springlake BC and go sing beautiful CHRISTmas 
Carols at Brookdale and Heritage House Assisted Living 
Homes. We've been invited again this year to Sing On the 
Downtown Paris Square on Tuesday, December 13 at    
5:00 pm. We're praying that we don't get rained out like 
last year.  

      PRAY for our beloved USA, especially for our 
President-Elect and ALL those God has put in Authority 
over us now and in the future.  

PRAY for the Peace of Jerusalem, and  

Keep Looking UP, "Seasoned" Saints!  

JESUS, THE PRINCE OF PEACE, IS COMING 

BACK SOON ~ WE MUST BE READY!  
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          TOTAL 

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

Wednesday, Nov. 23 & Thursday, Nov. 24:  RRVBA office closed for Thanksgiving 

Thursday, Dec. 1:  Secretaries/Support Staff Christmas Party, 11:30 am, RRVBA 

Thursday, Dec. 8:  RRVBA Christmas Open House, 10:00 am—1:30 pm, RRVBA 

Thursday, Dec. 15:  RRVBA office closes for Christmas holidays 

Monday, Jan. 2, 2017:  RRVBA office reopens 

Monday, Jan. 9:  Ladies’ Retreat 2017 Committee meeting, 5:00 pm, RRVBA 

Monday, Jan. 9:  CIA Committee meeting, 6:30 pm, RRVBA 

Tuesday, Jan. 10:  Finance Committee meeting, 5:30 pm, RRVBA 

Saturday, Jan. 14:  WMU Leadership Team meeting, 10:00 am, RRVBA 

Monday, Jan. 16:  RRVBA office closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Tuesday, Jan. 17:  Executive Board Meeting @ Emberson; Meal at 6:00 pm, Meeting at 6:45 pm 

https://www.gofundme.com/2xw7ksk


RRVBA Mission 
Statement: 

Help each other become 
healthy “Great 

Commission” churches. 

RRVBA Vision 
Statement: 

We are a family of 
churches who are 

committed to sharing 
ourselves, resources, 

and expertise with one 
another for the purpose 
of  fulfilling the “Great 

Commission.” 

Director of 
Missions 

Mike Fortenberry 
mikefortenberry@ 

hotmail.com 
 

Baptist Student 
Ministry Director 

Scott Powell 
pjcbsm@gmail.com 

 
Admin. Assistant 

Nancy Redus 
redrivervalleybaptist

@gmail.com 
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Regular Office Hours: 
Monday—Thursday, 8 am to 2 pm 

E-Mail Address: 
redrivervalleybaptist@gmail.com 

Web Address: 
www.redriverbaptist.com 

Red River Valley Baptist Association 

The monthly publication of the Red River Valley Baptist Association 

Volume 1 2 ,  Iss ue  1 2   ( DEC EMB ER 20 1 6)  

December Birthdays 
1st Ryan Clark, worship East Paris 
2nd Michael Julian, administrator East Paris 
3rd Neil Barnes, music Providence 
13th Eugene Adams, pastor Pacio 
13th Jocquetta Weems, secretary FBC Blossom 
13th Tommy Turner, pastor                      FBC Paris 
21st Karl Bush, pastor Bagwell 
22nd Lori Russell, secretary Immanuel 
30th Kristy Falk, spouse Novice 
31st Donna Houchins, clerk East Delta 

December Church Anniversaries 
1st Ronnie Aubrey, pastor, 13 yrs Trinity 
1st Brandon Bell, pastor, 5 yrs Fulbright 
2nd Denise Harbison, admin. asst., 14 yrs East Paris 
3rd Tim Parker, pastor, 29 yrs Howland 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

December Wedding Anniversaries 
6th Nathan & Heather Law, 12 yrs FBC Paris 
12th David & Denise Harbison, 29 yrs East Paris 
13th Kevin & Brena Burgan, 8yrs Leesville 
17th Travis & Karen Jackson, 28 yrs FBC Paris 
23rd Ryan & Krista Clark, 17 yrs East Paris 
24th Johnny & Kathy Witherspoon, 39 yrs FBC Cooper 
28th Jonathan & Brandi Moore, 3 yrs FBC Paris 
28th Louis & Jan Holmes, 42 yrs FBC Roxton 
31st Karl & Kathy Bush, 33 yrs Bagwell 

Red River Valley 
Baptist Association 

2320 Clarksville St. 
Paris, TX  75460 

903-785-2890 

From a Shepherd's Heart and a DOM's Pen 

 "The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just 
as they had been told" Luke 2:20  Every  church service during the Christmas season has the potential to 
be a visible and audible recounting of the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ! Our special Christmas ser-
vices puts us right at the manger, feeling the cold, seeing the animals and the shepherds, and hearing 
the cries of the King of Kings. 

 It is during this time of year that many unchurched or unsaved people will attend our ser-
vices with questions ... can His story really be true? Did God come to earth and take upon Himself 
human flesh? And my question is "will they hear the Good News of the to good to be true gospel that 
God loves mankind so much that He sent His Son so every human has someone willing to save them 
from their sins and His name is Jesus Christ?" 

 During World War I. around Christmas Day, the sounds of battle ceased in a number of 
places along the Western Front in favor of holiday celebrations in the trenches and gestures of good-
will between enemies. It is reported that the sounds of rifle firing and bombs exploding were replaced 
with the opposing armies lifting their voices in singing the great carols of Christmas. Sad to say but it 
was only a temporary delay before the war was engaged again.  After our recent elections many Chris-
tians feel they have been through a war, while continuing to fight to preserve our Biblical values and 
morals in our increasingly secular society. A clear outcome of this election is our nation is divided 
right down the middle on nearly every important moral, economical, political, military, and spiritual 
issue! Someone has said we might need to change our name to the Divided States of America. Chris-
tians who are called to be salt and light in a dark and tasteless world must not accept or lead out in 
disunity in our nation, our churches and our homes. We must not cut ourselves off from those who do 
not agree with us whatever their vote or voice. We must stay focused and be all things to all men that 
we might "win some!"  This Christmas season, let us climb out of our trenches and at least for this 
season focus on the child of Bethlehem whom the angels declared " Fear not ... I bring you good tidings of 
great joy ... For unto you is born ... a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. ... Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, 
good will toward men." 

 On a more somber note I want to remind our pastors and our churches of our association's 
commitment to a future of mission and ministry opportunities. Again this year we increased our min-
istry, mission opportunities, that is the good news. In January you will have a detailed calendar and 
list of association ministry and mission opportunities for 2017. The reason I mention this is ministry 
and missions take MONEY. If our churches do not give, our ministry and mission  opportunities want 
be possible.  Let me be frank; we are $30,000.00 behind in our budgeted giving. If we are going to 
meet this years budget, a budget that has already seen the DOM position go from full time to part 
time,  it will require every association church that has not given to give, those who have given margin-
ally to give more and those that are giving generously to give even more sacri-
ficially. The Book of Ezra talks about the  "Tragedy of Missed Opportunity!" 
We will miss the opportunity to continue to engage in our ministry and mis-
sions opportunities unless we remember how God has blessed us, and why 
we join our hearts and our hands to do God's work together.  We need to 
invest in His Kingdom work with some increased tangible giving!  

 

From a grateful, appreciative heart, Genc and I wish you a blessed and        
wonderful holiday season! 

Bro. Mike 

You are invited to the 
Red River Valley                       

Baptist Association 

Christmas      
Open House 

Thursday, December 8,   
10:00 am - 1:30 pm 

Come and fellowship 
with us ! 

Secretaries &     
Support Staff 

Christmas Party 
Thursday, December 1 

11:30 am—1:00 pm 
Bring any kind of 
“finger food” and a 
$5.00 gift to share! 

The RRVBA office 

will be closed from 

2:00 pm, December 15,  

2016, until 8:00 am,             
January 2, 2017. 

Have a Merry Christmas 

and a 

Happy New Year! 


