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Salem Lutheran 
Church and School 

Jacksonville, IL 62650 | 217-243-3419 
salemjax.net | salemjaxschool.net 

 

November 2018 
Newsletter 

 

WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR: 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:  St. Paul told the Galatian Church, 
which understandably could have been weary and tired due to the 
difficulties they were facing and at risk of giving up doing good, these 
words: “…let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will 

reap, if we do not give up.” Here at Salem, many are weary.  That is a fact.    There were 
people who wanted Salem to fail and our school to close.  Because of fear of change, 
and the fear of losing control, when necessary changes came and proper oversight was 
reinstituted, out of anger and fear, many untruths were told and members departed from 
our congregation. No one wanted anyone to leave and no one was ever kicked out.  
Members who have transferred or are not attending should return, so that reconciliation 
can occur.  Only God can make that happen.  We have been through a lot here at Salem, 
so weariness and fatigue are natural consequences.  But are we to wallow in this, 
absolutely not.  This has been a fiery trial that God has allowed to occur, in order to test 
us.  Such trials and tribulations have occurred in the life of Salem in the past and no doubt 
they will occur again, just as has been the case in the history and the life of God’s people 
since the beginning.  St. Peter told the Church these words which apply: Beloved, do not 
be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something 
strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that 
you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. The good news in all of this 
is that healing has already started and Salem is already moving toward greater peace in 
both the Church and School. The path forward for Salem is to be at peace, be God’s 
people, and be good stewards.  We are to live up to our namesake and be who we are.  
You know Salem means peace.  That peace comes from God and we are to share that 
peace with one another by forgiving and seeking to live in harmony with each other.  We 
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are evangelical meaning we are the people of the Gospel.  We proclaim the eternal truth 
that Christ Jesus came to save sinners and He did so by the blood of His Cross and we 
shall be like Him when we are raised up on the Last Day.  We are the church.  The people 
of God who have been commissioned to share this Gospel that we have received in Word 
and Sacrament.  As God’s people we are to see to it that the generations that follow after 
us would likewise be Christians so that the light of the Gospel would not go out, but 
continue to be a beacon for lost souls in need of redemption, hence the need for our 
school ministry to continue.  We are to be good stewards of all the things with which we 
have been blessed.   And what are all these things?  Exactly that.  All things.  Everything.  
Remembering the promises that God has fulfilled and all the gifts He has given to us we 
are to respond in kind.  Consider how much God has blessed us in this life and the next 
and respond in kind.  Remember the commitments and promises that you have made 
and return to them. There is great need right now.  As far as the budget is concerned, 
Salem is hurting.  Cash flow is a problem.  On top of that, we have a mortgage that needs 
to be paid off sooner than later.  The Elders and Deacons will be sharing more with you 
soon.  I am appealing to you so that you might be generous toward God as He has been 
generous toward you - for sake of the Gospel, for the sake of our Church, and the sake 
of our School.   
In Christ, 
Pastor Orr 

REMINDER: Please call the Office, 243-3419, to let us know when you enter the hospital. 
 
NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: is November 15th. 
 
CHURCH CALENDAR SCHEDULING: Please check the Master Calendar located in the 
Office prior to scheduling events to avoid conflicts. 
 

WE ARE FAMILY--ONE IN CHRIST! 
 

MISSION: Through Word and Sacrament, Salem demonstrates our forgiveness in 
Christ by caring for each other as a spiritual family and by bringing others into our 
family. 
 
EXPECTATIONS FOR MEMBERS: 
1. Be faithful in worship and in reading the Scriptures 
2. Participate in Bible class and the various Salem event 
3. Greet each other before and after church 
4. Invite people to church with you 
5. Do good to others 
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GRAPEVINE 
NOVEMBER 2018 

 
 

 
 
THANK YOU’S: Many, many thanks to everyone who lent a hand with the funeral 
luncheon prepared for Richard Lowery’s family and friends in early October. It came 
together beautifully thanks to so many helping hands. 
 
Thanks also to one and all for your generous donations of baby items which the 
Pregnancy Resource Center will include in their “Basket of Hope” for new mothers who 
have completed classes at the Center. Your contributions help reinforce the Center’s 
mission to encourage mothers to choose life for their unborn baby.   
 
UPCOMING EVENTS:    
Wednesday, November 21  Pie Social following the pre-Thanksgiving service  
 
Friday, December 7   Annual Cookie Walk  3pm-5pm 
 

________________ 
 
 

“I am the vine; you are the branches.  Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that 
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” John 15:5 
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Lastly, our spring musical, “Disney’s 
Peter Pan Jr.” has been cast and 
students have been in rehearsals for a 
few weeks! Many students auditioned 
for roles in the musical, and all students, 
grades K-7th, will either perform as a cast 
role, or as a member of the Chorus. 
Make sure to reserve April 12th and 13th 
on your calendar to attend! Also, watch 
the monthly newsletter for information 
about volunteering! Help will be needed 
once again making costumes, helping 
backstage, assisting with set building 
and props, sound, lighting, and more! 
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UPDATE YOUR PHONE NUMBER & ADDRESS WITH THE OFFICE: If you 
have changed addresses or telephone numbers, please let us know. 
 

THANK YOU: Thank you to everyone from Salem Lutheran Church. The cards and kind 
words are greatly appreciated at this most difficult time. The Richard Lowery Family, 
Donna, Andy, Justin & AJ. 
 
SPECIAL THANK YOU: Thank you for choosing me to receive the Roy Lovekamp 
Student Scholarship. I am very grateful for this scholarship and it will be extremely helpful 
this year at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne. I am thankful for donors like 
you, and am honored to receive this award. I have started my Master of Arts in 
Deaconess Studies (Distance) courses this fall. I am excited about this new opportunity 
in my life. I am very thankful for the churches support, both in receiving this scholarship, 
and in the continued prayer support of the church. -Linda Strubbe 
 
IN SYMPATHY: Richard Bruce Lowery passed away on Wednesday, September 26, 
2018 at Memorial Medical Center, Springfield. He is survived by his wife, Donna; two 
sons, Nathan Andrew Bell, Justine Eugene Lowery; one granddaughter, Angelique 
Justine Lowery; his mother, Norma Robinson; four siblings, Debbie (Michael) Lowery 
Dertz, Michael (Laura) Lowery, David (Samantha) Robinson, Jr. Paula (Erik) Robinson 
Schepmann. He was preceded in death by his father, Richard Lowery and his adopted 
father, David Ellis Robinson. Funeral services were held Monday, October 1, 2018 at 
Salem Lutheran Church with burial in Diamond Grove Cemetery. May the Lord comfort 
all who mourn the death of this loved one!  

IN SYMPATHY: Russell Davisson passed away on Wednesday, October 17, 2018 at 
Heritage Health in Jacksonville. He is survived by his son, Craig Davisson of Anchorage, 
Alaska; sister, Mary Turner of Jacksonville; niece, Marilyn Turner of Jacksonville; nephew 
Bill Turner of Jacksonville; three grandchildren, Cameron Davisson of Minneapolis, Callie 
Davisson of Ocracoke, NC and Caleb Davisson of Johnson Creek, WI; five great-
grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his parents; two brothers, James Davisson 
and Howard Davisson; and one sister, Mildred White. Graveside service was held on 
Wednesday, October 24th at Grace Cemetery, near Chapin. . May the Lord comfort all 
who mourn the death of this loved one!  

IN SYMPATHY: Phyllis Vinyard passed away on Friday, October 19, 2018. She is 
survived by her daughter Angela Havens and two granddaughters, Emily Vinyard, Abigail 
Havens. Graveside services were held on October 23, 2018 at the Kane Cemetery in 
Kane. May the Lord comfort all who mourn the death of this loved one! 
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ANNIVERSARY  

 
LAKAMP, Jason ………..……..…... 11/1 
WARCUP, Monika …………..…..... 11/1 
BECKWITH, Brevyn ………......….. 11/2 
BOWMAN, Seth …...…….………...  11/2 
HADDEN, Paige …………………... 11/2 
MEAD, Bryson ………….………….. 11/2 
HART, Elizabeth ………….……….. 11/3 
POCKLINGTON, Izabel …….…….. 11/3 
ROBINSON Jr., David ……….……. 11/3 
ROEGGE, Bruce …………….…….. 11/3 
BAKER, Danny ……………….……. 11/4 
BERGSCHNEIDER, Sarah ….…… 11/4 
BLACK, Annika ……………….…… 11/5 
KUNZEMAN, Brandon ……….…… 11/5 
MOODY, Donna ………………..….. 11/5 
WITHEE, Breckin ………………..… 11/7 
WITHEE, Sophia ………………..…. 11/7 
DAVIDSMEYER, Ryan ……..…….. 11/8 
MOELLER, Max ……………..…….. 11/8 
RUNYON, Damon …………..…….. 11/8 
TROWBRIDGE, Craig ……..……... 11/9 
WINKELMAN, Phillip ………...……. 11/9 
CROW, Kyle ……………….……... 11/10 
GOODING, Cheznie …….……….  11/11 
TURNER, Dallas ……….………… 11/11 
TURNER, Dawson …….………… 11/11 
NIX, Josie ………………….……... 11/13 
TOMHAVE, Gracie ………..……... 11/13 
LAKAMP, Austyn ………..……….. 11/14 
MAGELITZ, Rachel ……..……….. 11/14 
RIVERS, Kelly ………...………….. 11/14 
SALCIDO, John ……….……….… 11/14 
VALENTINE, Stacy …….……...… 11/14 

FAIRFIELD, Sue …………….…… 11/15 
MIDDENDORF, Dwayne …….….. 11/16 
SALCIDO, David ……………….… 11/16 
SANDERS, Juanita ……………… 11/17 
VINCENT, Retha ………………… 11/17 
WATKINS, Jack ……………….…. 11/17 
HAVENS, Abigail ……………….... 11/18 
WATKINS, Kelsey ……………….. 11/18 
HYMES, Darryl ……………….….. 11/19 
STURGEON, Charlotte …….….… 11/19 
VINYARD, Emily …………….….... 11/19 
JARMAN, Sarah ………….……… 11/20 
PHEBUS, Laurie ……………….… 11/20 
REDD, Alyssa …………………… 11/20 
DOYLE, Jason ………………….... 11/21 
MORTHOLE, Layken ………….… 11/21 
NEWINGHAM, Linda ………….… 11/21 
SHIREMAN, Charles …………..… 11/21 
WINKELMAN, John ……………... 11/21 
MOORE, Hailey ………………….. 11/22 
NORTHROP, Michael ………….... 11/22 
GAIGE, Carson …………….…….. 11/25 
LEUTZ, Jonathan ………….…….. 11/25 
ALEXANDER, Myles ……….……. 11/26 
HACKER, Corey …………….…… 11/26 
WALLACE, Eric ……………….…. 11/26 
DAVIDSMEYER, Michael ……..… 11/27 
TENDICK, Randall …………….… 11/27 
EVANS, Brenden …………..…….. 11/29 
EVANS, Madaline …………..……. 11/29 
ROBINSON Jr., Edgar ………..…. 11/29 
MORROW, Macyn ……………..… 11/30 
MORROW, William …………….... 11/30 
OLDENETTEL, Kellon  ……….…. 11/30
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GRADE FIVE, SIX, & SEVEN 
AFTERNOON CLASS 
MR. ENOCH PETERSEN 
What a joy to be blessed working with 16 
eager minds and seeing them transform 
into caring, Christ-like servants with 
hearts for loving one another and 
learning together. Every day is an 
opportunity to see God in action through 
our fellow man and even problems can 
become “teachable moments” as we 
continue our search for truth.  
 
CHOIRS, HAND CHIMES, MUSIC 
THEORY/RECORDER, MUSICAL 
THEATER DIRECTOR, GRADE 
THREE – SEVEN ART 
3rd-7th grade students are off to a 
wonderful start with the “Arts Attack” 
curriculum! 3rd and 4th graders have 
completed several projects, exploring 
several concepts including a 
primary/secondary tempera color wheel 
study, expressionism landscape 
painting, line compositions with visual 
texture, and wet-on-wet watercolor 
techniques. 5th-7th graders have also 
completed several projects, exploring 
contour line drawing, movement in a 
composition, both a watercolor and 
tempera primary/secondary color wheel 
study, value study in grays and in color, 
as well as sketching and completing a 
value study painting. Both classes have 
now begun a study on form, creating 
papier mâché masks. Be sure to stop by 
the lower level school hallways and see 
some of the students’ work on display! 
 
3rd-7th grade students have begun the 
Music Theory program, learning how to 

read and write music. Students in all 
grades have learned about the staff, 
understanding notes and pitches, and 
how to notate them, as well as both 
treble and bass clefs. We have also 
enjoyed listening to an excerpt from 
Antonio Vivaldi’s “Spring” from “The 
Four Seasons,” a concerto from our first 
composer in the “Accent on Composers” 
series. 
3rd-7th grade students have also been 
learning how to play the Soprano 
Recorder instrument. Students have 
learned how to properly assemble and 
care for their instrument, and have also 
reinforced their note and rhythm reading 
skills while accomplishing playing notes 
“A,” “B,” and “G” set within several 
individual melodies and duets played as 
a class each week. 
 
All students in grades Kindergarten 
through 7th have enjoyed Jr. Mixed 
Choir/Mixed Choir each Friday, learning 
proper singing techniques as well as 
working on vocal warm-ups, learning 
hymns, and some have begun work 
learning pieces from our upcoming 
spring musical! K-4th grade sang 
beautifully for service on September 9th, 
and 5th-7th students both sang and 
played as Salem’s Hand Chime Choir on 
Sunday, September 23rd. Mark your 
calendars for upcoming choir 
performances: K-4th Jr. Mixed Choir on 
Sunday, October 14th at 10:30am, and 
5th-7th Mixed Choir and Hand Chime 
Choir on Sunday, October 28th at 
10:30am.  
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rock wall and crawled through the indoor 
playground, visited the Jacksonville 
Public Library where we had Storytime, 
made a craft, picked out books and 
played in the imagination center. That 
was all in one day! We are very thankful 
for the college students from Lincoln 
Land and MacMurray this semester that 
have helped us out and have observed 
in our classroom: teacher students and 
the Women’s Basketball Team. 
 
GRADE ONE & TWO  
MRS. DEBORAH STEINACHER 
We have been busy doing so many 
things in our classroom. We have been 
filling the hallway with our fall paintings. 
We have been looking at all of the 
beautiful fall trees that God has blessed 
us with and used them to create our own 
masterpieces. Each day we write in our 
journals. The topics vary depending 
upon the season, what is happening in 
school, etc. Last week one of their topics 
was to write about their favorite Jesus 
song. Nine of the students chose Jesus 
Loves Me. They also had to explain why 
it was their favorite song. They said it 
was their favorite because they knew it 
told them that Jesus loves them and that 
He has washed away their sins because 
the Bible tells them so. What a wonderful 
message that the students have for all of 
us!  God's blessings to everyone. 
 
GRADE THREE & FOUR 
MRS. CARRIE BECK & MRS. CANDY 
WEST 
The third and fourth graders have been 
going through some changes in the past 
few weeks. Mrs. West was teaching 

them until the end of September and 
then Mrs. Beck started back October 1. 
Things have been doing well with the 
transition. In Reading, the kids have 
been working on proofreading for 
punctuation, complete sentences, and 
other grammar. They have also been 
rewriting simple paragraphs to include 
more detail. Both groups read a story in 
which they were able to do hands-on 
things. The third graders read “Lighting 
The World” and after they read it they 
were able to do an experiment with 
electricity. The fourth graders read “Kids 
in Business” and have been busily 
working to come up with their own 
project. In Math, the kids have been 
working on reading and writing numbers 
through 999 using digits, words, and 
symbols. They have also been 
reinforcing place value for ones, tens, 
and hundreds using money math 
manipulatives. They enjoyed using 
these skills at a “going away” party for 
Mrs. West, she set up a classroom store 
and the students made purchases with 
earned “money”.   
 
GRADE FIVE, SIX, & SEVEN 
MORNING CLASS 
MRS. JOYCE SURRATT 
The students continue to work on their 
memory work. They are practicing the 
10 commandments. They are learning 
about real life experiences that connect 
to these commandments. The students 
have also been talking about how Jesus 
died for US and he loves US. We 
discussed how we can show love to 
others. Both teachers are looking for 
student behaviors that show this love. 
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CONGREGATIONAL NEWS: 
 
BOILER PROJECT: The boiler project 
is nearing completion. We are currently 
at 99.9% complete. We are hoping to 
have it ready by the latest mid-October. 
We appreciate all of the donations we 
have received. We currently have had 
donated $35,487.91. Please continue to 
pray for us as we try to get this project 
completed. Again, thank you for your 
donations, prayers and any assistance 
you may have provided in prior and/or 
months ahead. 
 
SCRIPT CARDS AVAILABLE: We 
have script cards available. If you would 
be interested, please contact Tina 
Hungerford at (217) 370-2159. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Students 
attend the library every Friday. We need 
volunteers to help in the library first or 
third Friday in the afternoon at 12:30 pm 
– 2:30 pm. Please contact Lauretta 
Scheller (636) 544-3786 to sign-up. 
 
ADOPT A STUDENT: The school has 
been blessed with a foster care student 
who needs financial assistance. If you 
would like to contribute to this need for 
this little girl (1st grade) please mark 
Donation Student in Need. Any 
assistance would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
SALEM FOOD BANK: Salem Food 
Bank is in need of some assistance, we 
are in need of volunteers to help assist 
with getting supplies for the Food Bank, 
and also putting together the bags of 

food for the 3rd Tuesday night delivery 
to the individuals that sign up. If you 
would like to assist in any way, please 
contact Pastor Orr or the office for more 
details. 
 
BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION: Looking 
for another way to help support the 
school? Consider cutting out Box Tops 
for Education. They can be found on 
many household products: cereal boxes, 
granola bars, tissue boxes, cookie 
dough containers, yogurt boxes, trash 
bag boxes, etc. Put your collection in a 
Ziploc or envelope, and drop them in the 
new, yellow collection box outside the 
office. 
 
CHOIR & HANDBELLS PRACTICE: 
Starting Thursday, November 1st until 
further notice, the Choir will practice at 
6:30 pm and the Handbells will practice 
at 7:30 pm on Thursdays. If you would 
like to participate, please plan on 
attending. If you have any questions, 
please contact Bruce Engebrecht (217) 
371-9832.  
 
SEWING SATURDAYS TO BEGIN: It’s 
time again for Sewing Saturdays, get-
togethers where volunteers help cut, 
measure, glue, assemble, iron, 
organize, sew, repair, or other helpful 
tasks in making costumes for our 
upcoming theater productions and 
special services. Bring your own sewing 
machine, scissors, pins, etc., and a 
snack to share if you’d like, and join us 
in the lunchroom for crafting fun and 
fellowship! Our first get-together will 
be Saturday, November 3rd 9am-2pm 
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in the lunch room. Other Saturdays this 
fall will include November 10th and 17th, 
Sundays December 2nd and 9th from 1-
5pm, and Saturday, December 15th 
9am-2pm. Sewing will resume after 
winter break. Our initial focus will be to 
inventory and iron/repair the Children’s 
Christmas Service costumes that have 
been in storage, then “Peter Pan Jr.” 
costumes for the spring musical. 
 
DANCE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 
Salem’s upcoming spring musical, 
“Peter Pan Jr.,” includes several large 
dance numbers involving small and 
large groups of students. Musical 
Director Mrs. Orr is interested in finding 
any volunteers who have dance training 
and would be interested in attending 
several rehearsals to help break down 
and teach dance numbers to groups of 
students. Dance routines are provided 
via a step-by-step instructional DVD that 
will be provided for you. If you’re 
interested in helping teach dance, 
please contact Mrs. Orr directly, or leave 
your name and number with the Office. 
 
DOORBELL DINNERS: Please 
volunteer to help deliver Doorbell 
Dinners during the week of December 
10-14. Call Rita Tendick (473-5017) if 
you can drive specific days or all week. 
Come join in the fun of helping others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SCHOOL NEWS: 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 
MRS. RITA TENDICK 
“His Word Leads Us.” God’s Word is 
shared each day in our classrooms at 
Salem School. His direction is perfectly 
spelled out for us in the Holy Scriptures. 
In our Religion and Confirmation classes 
the Bible is the main source of 
information for our consideration. Our 
students worship daily in the sanctuary 

 

 
OUR FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

WORK PROGRAM 
Fiscal Year 8/2018-7/2019 

(from 09/30/18 Treasurer's Report) 
CURRENT FINANCIAL 

INDEBTEDNESS 
7/31/18                                      9/30/18 

Farmers State Bank Line of Credit 
$123,055.51                          $122,949.45 

Internal Loan from Restricted 
$52,272.40                           $63,272.00 

New Church Building 
$725,543.88                       $869,451.07 

 
Financial Status Report for September, 2018 

Our total operating needs monthly:          $ 
68,221.17 
Our operating receipts September, 2018:  $ 
44,611.50 
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of our church where readings from the 
Bible are shared. This sets us apart from 
other schools in our community. We are 
God’s children who are freely hearing 
His divine Word daily. As the Bible says 
(Psalm 119:105) “Thy Word is a lamp 
unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 
God’s Word is powerful...be in the 
Word...attend a Bible Study...hear His 
Word by attending church regularly. Let 
His Word lead you! 
 
PRESCHOOL 
MRS. SHARON BREMER 
Greetings again from the 3-year-olds 
and 4-year-olds in the preschool 
classes. Each day is such a wonderful 
blessing from God for your children 
and myself. I am so thankful to be able 
to teach your children about the love 
that the Lord has for each of them. The 
Lord is such a wonderful example of 
how to love and respect the family, 
friends and people around us. Right 
now we are learning about fire safety 
and what to do in an emergency. We 
are learning how and when to call 911, 
to stop drop, and roll if we happen to 
have our clothing on fire, and many 
other things. Now would be a great 
time to talk to your children about what 
to do in case you'd have a home fire. 
Let them know where they should go 
for safety and how to get there. As I 
told the children I hope you never have 
to use this, but I’d rather have you 
know what to do than to have you be 
hurt. I am looking for small or medium 
sized pumpkins for the preschool 
classes to decorate. If anyone knows 

of anyone wishing to donate around 
23 small to medium pumpkins, please 
let know. A blessed thanksgiving to 
everyone! 
 
KINDERGARTEN 
MRS. JANE HENDERSON 
The Kindergarten class has been 
learning about how God blesses families 
as we studied Jacob and Esau, Joseph 
and his brothers in Egypt, as well as 
about God speaking to Moses. God still 
blesses us in families and speaks to us 
through His Holy Bible. We are reading 
in our Bible story books every day and 
learning the wonderful stories from the 
Old Testament until after Christmas. We 
are reviewing all letters, sounds and 
learning sight words weekly. Some of us 
are already reading independently and 
we are anxious to do the “Book It” 
Challenge where we read 10 books a 
month to earn a free personal pan pizza 
from Pizza Hut. We’ve been reading our 
own little books at home with our parents 
and doing “homework” in Kindergarten. 
In Math, we are counting by 10’s to 100, 
counting dimes and “buying” items in the 
“Henderson Mart.” In Science, we are 
learning how to keep our bodies that 
God created healthy by exercising and 
eating healthy foods. In Social Studies, 
we are learning the difference between 
wants and needs. In Art, we studied 
Picasso and made our own hands 
holding flowers. We went on a field trip 
to the YMCA and walked on the 
Storywalk, saw a play at Sangamon 
Auditorium called Giggle, Giggle, Quack 
based on a book by Doreen Cornin, ate 
lunch at MacDonald’s, climbed on the 


